L PASO BUILDER
- DIES IN MEKIGO

Richard J. Baker Is Fatally
Hurt by Fall—Family
- Asks For Body.

A message has been received by the
famlly of Richand 'J. Baker, a promi-
nent El Paso bullding centractor, that
he. had met death by an accldent which
occurred .Friday at the plant of the
Guanajuata Dcvelopment company, at
Guanajuato, Mex., where he has been
employed for two years. In spite of
telegraphlc appeals by the wldew and
chtldren, who live at 809 Myrtle ave-
nue, no assurance of the disposition of
the body has been recelved.

Three telegrams told of the injury
to Mr. Baker's chest by a fall, of his
critlcal condition,
death at 11:30 Satunday morning. In
response t0 a message from the com-
pany management stating that inter-
ment would be attended to, the family
demgnded that the body be shipped to
El Paso, or at least Juarez. But no
answer has arrived, elther from the
mining officlals or the Amerlcan con-
sul, who was also notifled.

If no word ts recelved today the be-
reaved family, the widow, two deugh-
ters, and a son will depart tonight
for Guanajuato, & more than two days'
journey. Grief at the death 1is being
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’ [
increaged by mlisglvings over the dls-
position of the father and husband's
body. * &

Erect Fort Bliss Bulldings .

Of the Kl Paso contractors of a de-
cade ago, few were as prominent and
successful as was Rlichard J. Baker.
Besldes many minor huilding works,
residences and business houses, he was
chief contractor of the old Juarez smel-
ter, and under government commis-
sion erected the most of the ¥Fort
Bliss bulldings. He also bullt .the
First Methodlst church structure. Hls
greatast activities'in E) Paso eccurred
from 15 te 20 years ago, for & num-
ber of years under. the firm name of
Whitmore & Baker. Later Mr. Baker
engaged in constructlon work on the
Pacifie coast in cities of Wyoming, Ore-
gon and Washington. Also, he was en-
gagad in construction work for Greene

_Cananea properties, and was a mingr

contractor In building the E1 Pado|
Smelting company plant.
Mr. Baker has been engaged two

vears as general superintendent of con-
struction for tho Guanajuato compiiny.
At the time of his death he was erect-
ing soma aerial tramways. It has

been about a year since Mr. Baker vis- |

ited E1 Paso. Hlis youngest daughter,
Miss Rlsxie Baker, recelved a letter
from her father last weelk, erranging
for her to visit him.

) Many Relatives Survive, /

Mr. Baker was 07 yeara or age, born
{n Pennsylvania. He came to El Paso
24 years ago. Sutviving are the widow,
Miss Elsle, who llves at the family
residence; an# her daughter, Mrs. R. I
Dalzell, of .Kansas Clty:; and one son,
Richard T. Baker, general foreman for
a local contracting concern. Also sur-
viving are six sisters, Mrs. C. A. Houck,
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700 ‘Mesa avenue, the others living In
Pennsylvania and New York states.
Mrs. Delzell ls expected to 'arrive to-
day from Kansas City, and probably
wlll accompany the family Into Mex-
lco, should no word be received.




