'W.M.Coldwell, Pioneer,
Victim Of Heart Attack

FUNERAE‘ L~ seyvices for judge |
William Michis Coldwilll,?'lz.

a practicing attorney in 230
for balf o century and the last
of the “old stage” piopeers, who
died Tuesday momning at 1:50
oclock from a rupture of the
heart at the home of bis daugh-
ter, Mrs. J. A. Rule, 2514 Persh-
ing Drive, will be held Wednes-
day afternoon at 5 oclock from
the church of St. Clement. Rev.
B. T. Kemerer will conduct the
services,
Four sons and two sons in law will
act as pall bearers. They are‘Ballard.
Colbert, Hugh and Phili (.uldwell.
J. A. Rule and William R. Collins.
The funeral cortege also will in-
clude six honmorary pall bearers
chosen from the attorneys of this
¢ity. Burial will be In Evergreen
cemetery under the direction of the
Hartford mortuary.
Judge Coldwell had been fll about
iwo months, On June 7 he was
seized with an -ttack of hardening
of the arteries and was taken to the
Masonic hospital. At that time it
was fcared that he would not survive
the attack, hut he seemed to rally
although little bope was held out for
his recovery.
On June 1 he was removed to the
home of his daughter. He seemed to
hold his own up until ahout an hour
before his death. Shortly before J.e
expired he told members of his
family that bhe felt worse.
He rapidly grew weakor although
he remained conscious until the end.
As the shades of death began to
cteep over him he saild to his son,
udge Ballard Coldwell, *Everything
is getting dark.”
Judge Coldwell was a [remarkable
and a picturesque character. He was
a philosopher and an exceptional
student. He also possessed a keen
sense. of humor.

Judge Coldwell was born on June
25. 18855; at Mitchie’s Landing, St.
Franels county, Arkansas. Most of
his life was spent in Téxas and In

this: community.
He was brought to Texas from
Arkansas with “is paren}s, Mr. and
Mrs. Colbert Coldwell, when he was
a child of two vears, They settled
in Tarrant county. Later {liey moved
to Grimes county, where|they lived
duxitrtm ll;iemmé}lvﬁvnr periiod
er war (b
went o Austin, Hjs father iras judge
of thé supreme ‘court

time.
Ih 1878 when the b

orriving on Christmas

tinuvus resident of FJ Paso since
that date. ‘The family made the trip '
to this city in a buckboard pulled
by a team of mules.

Although a buckboard was not a .
very pretentious vehicle in that day,
the vne which carried them to £l
Paso was distinctive in that the
wheels were the ones that had once
carvied Cornwallis, the famous Bric-
ish gencral, during the Revolutiou-
ary wae,

‘The wheels were captured from
Cornwallis by jusge Coldwell’s uncle,
Hamilton Ledbetter, a Tennessee
mountaincer, who fought in the Rev-
olutionary war, !

After judge Cordwell came a0 El
Paso he first got a job as a line
rider with the customs department,!
which position he held for three.
yeatrs,
In the meantime he was studying
for the bar. It was his life's ambi-
tion to be an atlorney. In 1876 he
passed the bar examination and wans
admitted to practice law at ‘Ysleta, al
thut time the couuty scat of El Paso
couny.

Judge Coldwell first hung out his
shingle in a one story adube strue-
ture at Sav Francisco and Santa Fe
streely, the present site of The Her-
ald and ‘The Times plant.

oter he formed a law firm with
his brutherinlaw, J. P. Hague, and’
they moved to the two' story build-
ing at 105 San Antonio street, which
Is still standing,

In 1886 they disxolved partuership,
and judge Coldwell opened an office
in what was known as the Wells-
l'!argvl) bufldln.;tg at hno Stmlht El‘ Pas,t;
street, opposile ' the present ‘site o
Hotel Paso del Nor'te.P -
Judge Coldwell again formed a law
firm with J. U. %weeney,| formeér
mayor of El Paso, in 1904. Their of-
flees were in thejCounerton dqid Lane
building, the present site| of the
First Mortgage building. Hig iprofes-
sivnal relatlons| id) continupd with

Judge Coldwell bas

Mr.” Sweeney u the timeg|of his
death, -

> -
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In 100 they ‘moved from the Con-
nerton and Lane building to the Rio
Grande bank building, the site of
the Amcrican Trust and Savings
bank. About twe years ago they
mnoved into the Caplea bull«llnf.

When judge Coldwell and his par-
cnis moved to El Paso they first
lived in the building at 118 San
Francisco, which is still slandlnﬁ.

He was married in 1888 to Miss
Stella Briack, of El Paso, in the first
St. Clement’s church to be built in
this city, which was located on the
present site of the Guurantes shoe
' company,

They were-the first American couple
to be murried in El Paso aad (o
have rearcd an adult family here.
Eight children :'.re born to thcem,
. seven of whom now are living. His
wife died in 19)3,

Judge Coldwell, whn was a prac-
ticing attorney in El Paso for 30
years, held differemt positions,con-
nected with the city. He was first
appointed cily attorney about 40
years agn. He alsa occupled the same
position during the Sweeney admin-
-l;l':-;nlion. which took office In April,

r

In 1910 Mr. Sweeney resigned as
¢ mayor, and judge Coldwell continued
as city attorney under C, E, Kelly,
wha was appointed mayor by the,
council. He served as city- attorney
under Mr, Kelly two or threé terms.

Judge Coldwell was electel judge
of .(he corporation court in the early

El Paso in the closing yea
19th century. :

Recognized as one of the |last of
the picluresque pioneers of
jwdge Coldwell knew El Pas
than anyone else, grawing up [with it.
He was a living reference of] events
vonnecled with El Paso apg the
southwest,

A great scholu.. he was rechbgnized
hy his- friends and’ associates/as one
of the best read men of his lime in
this part of the country, -

Injaddition to his l.efal accom-
plishments, he was a Jinghist of
much ability, having maste
dilferent foreign, languages, He was
a regular readeriof foreign nowspa-

pers,  iscluding; Fresch, German,
laliad and Greek. .



i Judge Coldwell's remarkable ac-
complishments in the scholastic field
are all the more striking when it is
considered that he went o school

| very little, During his youth, schools
{ were few and far between, He had
an unquenchuble desire for learning
even in his youth, hut he wux un-
able to receive an academic cduca-
. tion on account of the Lrying days
; which followed the Civil war.
Practically everything judge Cold-
well knew he taught himself by dili-
gent study and wide reading, accord-
iing o his friends. lie was a vora-
jcinus veader ‘throughout his eventful

life. his ordinary ccading Lime being
until about 2 aclock in the morning,

Fhe most striking thing about

Judge Coldwell, according to_an in-|

timale friend was his powerful and |

original mind with its insatiable .

thirst ¥or knowledge.

While his fother was an able Jaw-

vear anda man of education and lih-

eral ideals, judge Coldwell neverthe-
less way in the strictest sense of the
word a sclf cducated man, a friend

said,

“He had a practical working
knowledge of foreign lnnguaggs that
would have done credit to any uni.
versity scholar. During the Jast two
~ears: of his life he had been dequir-
ing a reading knowledge of Portu-

foun-t
istory
ptries,
d war
v de-

gucse,
“Judge Coldwell was a p
lavyer. His knowledge of

jcovered all erar of all co

velopment of the conflict a
fidently predicted the victory
allies, )

“One of the great disappoi
of his life was that he could”
tively participate in the wor
He feit: justly th- . his wealt
formation on so many subject
to he useful in some capacity}

“He ' offered his services the
government, but on account |of his.
age he was not called. It was g mat-
ter of intense satisfaction tg him,
hawever, that all his sons dntered

the military or naval service iof the
country.”

With his taste for learn
united a keen personal inleres!

in cvery important undertak
crisis;

Ond of his ‘intimate frien
that lils sole deshre nwarcnlly. as lo
prolong his life af thig time g that
he chilﬁl carry thiough Lo A sgreess.
ful c:‘mclusion in|thé court of laxt
resort o case he rgeently had
the Irialx' court.

HTndge Coldwell [was a rem

—
lawyer in that the fire of lifc did not
leave him even in his declining years,
but retained that fighting spirit of
the natural born attorney to the last,
according 100 his intimate associutes,

1 em old encugh to die but I
would like to live !--nq' enuugh to
conclude this law suit,” e toid a
friend.

and unquestionably onc of the great-
esty one of the most-prominent at-
torneys here said Tucsdav morning.

nr the ather in a large propartion of
l!ve important legol cases tried in the
aso courts,” the altorney sajd.
“He had the absolute confidence
of the early plnneers and tn his
death he still remained the attorney
of snme of the old houses he had
regresemed for a generation.

His - speech, ‘*How Civilization
Cnme_ to El Paso,” delivered befure
the El Paso bar assoclation in 1603,
acquired prestige (ar bevand the
limits of Texas and s now included
in' the Lone Star editfon of the
World's Best Orations,.

“Judge Coldwell alsa wrote smge
excellent poetry, fncluding a volume
of manuscripts, which is hoped
his family will see fit/to publish.
One of his poems ‘Lee bt the Wild-
erness,’ has had a widé circulation.
His article on Woodrow Wilson
entitled *Wilson® after the hreakdown
of his health is th e as remarkhable
literary Ktoducﬂon as Phillip’s Ora--
tion on Napoleon.” Co, T
Judge Coldwell is survived by seven '
children, twe daughters, Mrs. W. R.-
Collins and Mrs. J. A. Rule, of El
Paso, and'five sons. Thev are fudyge
i Ballard Coldwell, of the 85th district
scourt; Colbert Coldwell, Maj. Philip

Coldwell, of San Antonjo; Hugh Cold-
well, of Abilene, and i.t. Harold Cold-
well, an instructor in the United
Stales Naval academy at Annapolis.

4 o .

Judge Coldwell was the «ldest '
practicing lawyer at the El Paso bar '

“For two generations judge Cold- |
well was actively engaged on one side



