P.Coles,
-l Paso Builder,
aken By Death

He Saw City Grow |
From Dusty Village

To Metropolis
A. P. Coles. pioljeer real
estate dealer, who saw El Paso
grow | ifrom a dusty. adobe vil-
lage ihto a Southwestern busi-
neéss cenLer died today at his
home - at 800 Magoffin avenue. He
was Sl]
Cu]e< haq. been in ill health
Ior mqr: than a vear.

E—

During the 33 vears he lived in

El Pasb. Mr. Coles witnessed many,
major developments and changes in
the city.

He came here from
Tenn. | Altér attending Vanderbilt
University, he taught scicol at Bell-

-A. P. Iei | .

wood. Tenn.
by ph:.i;u:!ans o go weet for nis
health.

He arrived in El Paso April 5
1888. He and Miss Nellye Bell of

He was then advised

Montgomery, Ala.,
here Jan. 18, 1893, in the originul
frame Methodist Church building
which stood on the present site of

the El Paso N#tional Ban' building. .

Mr. S;Ie& was one of the first

orgamz_s and directors of the

Chamber of Commerce. He. served
(Conﬁlnucd on Page 10, Col. 5)

Lebanon.

were married’

(C rmtmued from Page One)
as vice ptesu;i :nt of the n|g.mu: i
tion. G : {

instifumental in the bulid-

le Wes
ing cof the ?:‘l Paso and Soyth-|
western Ralﬁmad after aSSJs{mg)

Eddw Brothefs in obtaining  the!

ﬁanchme ‘and! right-bf-way into El
Paso. He wa'ilone of the first presi-
dents of the I‘l Paso Heal Estate
Board. 3

Mr., Coles wns one of thc organ-
izers 'of the Federal Reserve Bank
in El' Paso and was ‘one of the
bank's first directors. He formerly
was president lof the ‘American Na-
tional ‘Bank here and the Fl Paso!
Cotton Mills Co., 1o w the Lone Star
Cotton Mills. |
Worked for B 1(9 bam

He was a njember of the original
joint Texas-and-New Mexico, com-
mittee  which | Yworked with the
Uniled- States| and ‘Mexico Boun-
dary Commission to ‘plan construc-
tion of Elephant Butte Dam.

H. B. Holt nf Las Cruces, who
worked with NMr Cgles on the res-
ervoir project. is believed o be:
the only surviving memhel of the
joint u}mmlltop

"Mr. Coles eften l'ncnl}ml that |
“-ht-u he first!iarvived In ¥} Paso |
| there were, Lho hauses on Norin
Mesa -.wen'ue.llhe same number
on North Oregou street and one
or two on anrlh bta.nton street.

“I cut brush at the north end
of town, from 8t  Clements
Church (except the church was
not- there tlg?n) east,” he re- -
called. ¥ .
Mr. Coles first entered the real

estate businessin El Paso through
the firm of Néwman, Russell and

‘Cul(' He later] ])ll.lChﬂa(‘d the in-
“El&‘\l of Newman and Russell.
©In 1897, the firm wa$ known ag!
LA, P, Coles and Brothers, and was
composed of A.|P. Coles, J. Frank
Coles and . Otis |C. Coles.
1M] Coles had uneal estate ot'ch'c,
lin the Curry bux]dmg at Oregnnl
and Texas streels; He laler moved|
to the Shelrlonﬂgbloc.k at O]egnm
tand Mills street} !hpn to the Bron-|
,.m‘ blaock on the!site of the pres-E
rent First National Bank " building.!
‘! He later rnm.ejd his office to the|
[firm’'s  present Sile &l 204 hmth_
|Oregon street, ‘ :

Mr. Coles, as!one of El P(s:.o'c
Learly builders, epnstructed some of |
ithe  first  bric ihmlclnlg;- in. the
(NG AN |
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AL. first,|

‘Long’ Hours And Hard Work' |
| lie often reealled thal when e
cslarted in the réal esgite business|
there he worked! on a comnmussion |

bl‘m and ¢ \\ as ]lTrLI\‘ when [ made|
\

‘., D 3 mond ;

i “But | 51]\ ed l‘:.e waork,”™ w'
recalled. 1 pnl, n lung hours ,'nu'
[worked hard. |tzf|ed tp be the first|
fal the office in'the morning and|
[the lust o leave lat night.” '

+ Mr. Cules wis' dmong the first'
El Pase oullders. who worked {or

removal of the! railroad tracks, He!
had said that 4 El Pasoans will,
unite” on - the prpgram, something |
“could and will |be, done about thase
tracks.” < |

He often recAch: “T have watch-

¢d El1 Paso develop into 2 real me-
tropolis, but there is still’ greater
development in lstore if citizens
will get behn{l and support the

city as they should. That means |
everybody imbued with a real \
community spirit,”
‘His Sorvivors | | !
Mr. Coles wis.a member of the |
‘Methodist  Chireh,  the Mo azpnic;
i Lodge and Knights of Py Lhms}

He was one pf the organizers ot"

;Ihv Tollee Club ip El Pazo.

Funeral nrhr'u.fc-.jnc.'ll:; are pa=nd-’

(ing at Peak‘Hs gedon  Mertuary.

(Nellve B, Coldas: tdé%
TFranik and Olis

Survivers include Iy« widow, Mrs. |
brothers, I

CiotiEl Paso: five

Inephows, William Feylel of (';.r.‘.cn:.

|

J

i Paso., |

Vene?m.ld AR u‘..u'ln Jr.. a lieu-

| tenant at Ft. Bliss; O. C. Coles Jr.
‘of Duncan Field, Tex., J. Walter
Coles of Los ‘\ngl,ﬂles and A, P.|
Coles 111, of |E} Paso: two nieces
Mrs. Philip Wildox of Denyver, Cola,.
and Mys. Roger P." Brown of 3l
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