Away; Father of

© CAPTAIN JACK CRAWFORD.

By Assoelated Press. i
New York, Feb. 27.—Captain Jack Craw-

ford, the poet and close friend of “Buffale

BULY died at bls home here tonight.

Coptain Jock was the father of dMps. .1
W. Reckbart, of 11 Paso. Ho was taken b}
with pnoumonta, following  BrighV's diss
onse. He was a native of Trelapd ang 70§
yoips old, a4 vetoran of the Unlon arm, |

and led a lite of adventure following that

gohflict, in the west, ke hig fplend Buf |
falo B He was 8 poet of naté, known i

88 the “Poet Scout,” sid for g number of

years has beon delivering lectures snd]
roudings all over the vountry. He was 4
striking and ploturesque men in physteal

appearance.

"Begldes Mrs, Reckhart, he Is survived by |

his widow and two other children, Misg’
May and Harry Crawford, farmerly mayop
of Clovis, N. M. ¥
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INDIAN FIGHTER
CRAWFORD DIEa

Capt. Jack, ‘‘Poet Scout,”;
Succumbs to PneumBnia, .‘
at Woodhaven, N. Y.

News dispatches from New York '
W ednerdny announced the death at hia
heme at Woodhaven, Long Istand, of
John Wallace, better known as "*Cap-
“tain Jaeck” Crawford, a noted Indlan
fighter of carly  frontier days, who
I waa the father of Mrs. Dan W. Reck-

— v ——

‘hart, of Bl Paso,  [le was stricken
with pnéumonia more than a month
a0, ' :

Capt. John Wallace Crawford. as he
was known in the southwest, made his

homeo at San Mareial, N, M., and was a
frequent visitor to 1N Paso,
Native of ireland,

Capt, Crawford was born in Cork,
ireland, in 1842, His father was a
Scotchman and his grandmother on his
father's side was a Wallace, descendant
of Willlam Walilace, of Scotland. In
1860 .Capt. Crawford's parents moved
to this country and settied in Pennsyl-
vania. When the war between the
states broke out in 1861 Crawford's
father enlisted with the union forces
) and was killed in battle, Young Craw-
ford ran away from home at the age
of 14 years to become a drummetr boy
in the union army. :

Wounded, Drummer-Boy Is Tatghit.

At the bhattle of Spotitsylvania the
drummer boy was seriously wounded
,and was sent to Saterlee hospital, Phil-
adelphia. There his youth and bright-
negss so attracted the nurses that on
learrning he had not attended achool
they undertook his education and while
in .tthe hospital he learned to read and
write, .

After leaving the hospltal the boy
read everything he coulid get hold ofi

i
)

—————

and interested friends loaned him the
rlﬁht kind of books, After the war he
enlisted as scout and worked for years -
under “Buffalo Bill'! Cody, aitd a strong °*
and lasting friendship grew between the
two brave and reckless riders of the |
plains, C o . I

s we .

i

.

“TChiet of Scouts fu 7

was appointed his successor ag chiefl
of scouts and as such he had many
thrilling experiences with Indians on
the weatern plains, He was in the
fight with Cuater at Slim Butte. There
was a close Intimaey between the "Poet
Neout” and -the dashing Custer. Uraw-
ford and three other scouts, “Texus
Jack,” “California Joe'' and “Wild Bl
were prominent in the "Sitting BDull”
campaign.

Began Writing at Camap Fires, '
Crawford was an intimate friend of
Elbert Hubbard, the philosopher, whu
was drowned when the fasitania sank.
Urawford's "latest book which waa ix-
sued ahout flve years ago, was entitles
“Whar' the Hand O <God is Seen.”

It was while he was watching the
movements of the red man that Craw-
ford began writing poetry. Around the
camp fires at night he would recite
his lines to the officers, He loved
nature and thé great broad plains of
the weat. It was hia boast that no
ﬁrop of intoxicants had ever passed his

ps, X

Marriess Moves to Ft. Bayard.

Capt, Crawford was married in Penn-
sylyania nd moved his family to old
Kot Bayard, N. M, where he was
post trader in 1881, He is survived by
his\widow, one aon nnd two daughters,
Hayry Crawford, exmayor of Clovis,
N M., Mrs. D. W, Reckhart, of El1 Paso,
and Miss May Crawford, who lives
with her mother. San Marcial has been
the home of the family for years,

After the Indlan campatgns Capt.
Crawford retired and devoted his re-
maining years to literary work and to
the lecture platform. He was a popu-
Lc‘t:itemertainer on the Chautauqua cir-

S.

Rurial Probably v Penusylvania. .

Mrs, Crawford and her daughter May
were with Capt, Crawford when he
d}.ed. Mrs. Reckhart was, on account
of illness, unable to go to Woodhaven.
Interment will probably take place at
Minersville, Pa., where the mother of
Capt, Crawford 18 buried. He expressed
a wish that he may lie by her side.

EL PASO HERALD 02-28-17

a.
Upon the retirement of “Buffalo R ,
from the service in 1876, “Capt, Jack’




CAPT. JACK CRAWFORD DEAD

f‘ Poét Scout” Was a Friend of
the Late * Buffalo Bill.”

Captain Jack Crawford, the- * poet
scout,” and close friend ‘of the late
** Buffalo Bill,’” died at his home in
Brooklyn early this morning. '

John Wallace Crawford, scout and
pogt, and known throughout “the coun-
try as Captain Jack Crawford. was born
in Ireland in 1847 and inherited his ad-
venturous spirit from his ancestors,
who fought with Wallace and Bruce for
the freedom of Scotiand. His mother
was a daughter of William Wallace,
who was descended. from Sir Willlam
Wallace, -the famous chief. Several
members of the famity came to America
in the Colonial days and fought in the
Revolutionary ar. His father, John
A..Crawford, was banished from Scot-
1and for revolutionary speeches and
‘fled to Ireland and later to America,

where -he was joined by his wife and
-children, - . .

Captain Crawford had little or mno
schooling. - When the civil war began,
he was only a lud and twice ran away
to go.to the front, but had difficult in
enlisting on account of his youth. He’
eventually succeeded in joining the
Forty-eightli Pennsylvania Yolunteers
and was severely . wounded in action.
His father also - fell near him in one of
the battles an ddied from his wounds
shortly’ after the close of the war.

It was while ly¥ing in a military hos ital
.in West. Philadelphia that Captain ack
was taught to read and write by 4 Sister
of Charity. After the war he went West
and for years thereafter he was an
Army. Scout for the Government, in the
then unsettled. territories.

Captain Crawford wrote many stories
and poems which were widely published
in the magazines, Later he collected and

published them under the titles of * The
Poet Scout: A book of Song and Story,”’
and * Camp Fire Sparks.” .
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