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Death 0f Benjumln E. Davles—-CalH’or-
. Dnia Column Remjnescienes.

Ben;am:mE. Davies, of the Union
Market, died at_his residence yester-
day at 5 o'clock, of pneumonia. His
;remalns were_interred in the alter-.
(noon at Concordia, . |

Benjamin E. Davies has been en-
gaged in business in this city less
|than a year, and at the timelof his
\death was 62 year of age. Previous
‘to embarking in businesg’in this city,
he was engaged in ranching in New
Mexico, and was the owner of many
cattle. Mr. Davies was a native ot
Ohio, and crossed the plains to Cali-
fornia at an early day. He was
a private of Company D, 1st Cali-
fornia Cavalry, during the war. The
company was part of the \-lébrated
“California Column” that canie to El
Paso in 1862 to check the Confederate
invasion. Their success i a mnELer of
history. The privations of this Tomew
pany have been extensively published,
and it was only in a letter written last
September, that "Mr. Davies wrote
that the hardships had been somewhat
exaggerated; To use Mr. Davieg own
gtatement: “Our hardships in dross-
ing the desert were nothing to speak
about, Welived about ten or fifteen
days on very poor beei and very good.
wheat at one time, and on half rations
for a few days. There has been some
mistake in the publication of the
California Column, It was a batallion
of b compames,A B. C. D. and E.

First California cswalry tliat came -

here in 1862, Instead of five compan~
ies, 2nd Cal, cava[ry, there were only
22 men of the 2rd came under{ Capt '

Cremony as Gen.. Carleton’s escort. ,

In 1863 two more..companies of the
First Cal. cavalry were raised and sent
down here in 1864, under Col." ‘Bmw_n
to relieve the first batalliou.” v

a wxfa a.nd two danghters,

“Mr. Davms was a Mason in| good
standing, and at the time of hls death
was & member of Las Cruces lodge A.
F.and A. M, He was buriedwith Ma-
sonic honors“by El Paso Lodge.No.
130. He was also a ‘miember of the
G. A. R. with the rank of guartermas-
ter. Mr. Davies was thomugh] y re-
spected by all who were acqnainted
with him. He was a thoronghly cap-
able business man upnght. and 1rvon-
orable in all his dealingsd, and génigl
and whole-souled with all liig friends.
The news of his death will be received
with unfeigned regret in this city
among his friends. Mr. Davies leaves
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