Clint mourns passing
of ex-superlntendent

By Darren Meritz
El Paso Times

ELPASO — Former Clint
Independent School District
Ricardo Estrada’s death last
week has left a void among
school officials, staff and stu-
dents who for several
decades relied on him, offi-
cials said.

Estrada, who worked with
the school district for nearly
40 years, passed away last
week after a long battle with
cancer. He retired in Decem-
ber. ‘

“This is a great loss for
Clint Independent School
District and the entire El Pa-
50 community. Mr. Estrada
was a very special man. He
exemplified all of the quali-
ties of not only a great educa-
tor, but those of a great per-
son as well,” said James Pen-
dell, president of the Clint

school  dis-
"~ trict board of
trustees.

Estrada was -
named Re-
@ gion 19 Super-
intendent of

= the Year for
Estrada 2008 and was
honored in September 2008
by the Texas Association of
School Boards for his success
as supermtendent and as an
educator.

Estrada began his career in

education as an elementary
teacher and coach in 1969 be-
fore he began service in ad-
ministration for the district.
. “Mr. Estrada had a tremen-
dous knack for seecing the
good qualities in a person,
and the bright side of any sit-
uation. His optimism and
genuine concern for others
was his trademark,” Pendell
said.
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