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DAVID FENCHLER
" TAKEN BY DEATH

(Continued from Page One)
in the days of the border free zone.

The Erupcion Mine, 80 miles
southeast of ¥i Paso in a bandit-
infested district of Chihuahua, had
a history worthy of a novel. In that
history . tigured its wealth in great
chunks of lead and silver, the at-
tacks of Villistas and the capture of
prominent E! Pasoans. Money
poured into El Paso from the mine
until .it plaved out.

Won on Wheel

In 1907, the Erupcion Mine was
placed on the roulette wheel in
Juarez because taxes had not been
paid David Franchler won the mine.
He held the praperty until 1916,
when the late D. Bruce Smith of El
Paso pbtained the option for $50,000.
David, Fred, and Louis Fenchler re-
tained a little less than 50 per cent
of the stock.

Then followed the exciting era
and . the capture by Pancho Villa of
Mr. Smith and the late E. F. Knotts
of El Paso, president of the Erup-
cion Cd. They were released after
two weeks when ransom was,paid.
Mr. Knotts, however, was not re-
leased until C. L. Baker of the
American Smerlting & Refining
Co., .provided money as an ad-
vance on ore reccipts. Bandits gave
no more trouble on the word of
Villa.

Eight thousand tons of ore. avers|:

aging 423% per cent in-lead, was
shipped by wagon between 1917 and|.
'18 to Villa Ahumada.
Mr. Fenchler is survived by two
sisters, Mrs. M. K. Gutting of El
Paso, and Mrs. Henry Seygour of
Evansville, Ind. His niece Wiere is
Mrs.- Alice Morriss. His nephew,
Wilfred Seymour of Canutillo.
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