ORD GARY

. i
Funeral services were pend-
ing today fokx Ord R. Gary, out-‘
istanding fa. rmer, ranchman,
civic leader!and Iormer County
Commissiongr, who died last
mght at the] home of his daugh-
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ter, Mrs. Erich Brandes of &0}
County Club road. He was 84.

Mr, Gary had been a driving
force behind EP Pasc agricul-
ture for many years. He was of-|
ten called the ‘“father of Pima:
cotton,” 2nd was an organizep
of the ¥ Peso Valley Cotton
Assn,

BORN IN Hayes County, Tex-
as, Mr. Gary attended Texas A.
and M. College and came to Eli
Pase in 1927 io oOperate the
White Spur cotton gin.

in 1940 quotas on upland or
short staple cotton were low-
ered, Af that time the Govern-
ment did not regulate Pima and’
there was no limit on the,
amount that could be planted. Tt
meant a chance for El Pase
farmers to get much-needed in-
come, Mr. Gary and some oth—l
ers went, to Arizona, where the
iong staple was being grown,
and shipped back seven boxcar
loads of Pima (the old SXP)'
seed to El Paso. ‘

Growing the long staple Pima.
made it necessary to eonstruct,
roller gins. Mr. Gary and five
athers borrowed $75,008 from|
the State. National Rank andi
built the first roller gin at Canu-

tan. ) ;
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DURBNG WORLE War Ii
long staple cotton went to war in |
many ‘ways. It, had special uses
in parachutes }:ubber boats and
tropic aniferms. Top prices!
were paid E] Paso growers.

After the war the govern-
ment ‘placed quotas on Pima
and piice suppurts were so kigh
that most of the cotton went into
the loan rather them igte mar-
kets. "The restlt wag that Mitch-

ell La:;dexs. Mr. Gary and ath-
ers orggniZed the SuPima Assn. E
of Amgtits to promote use of
the long “staple. Through the
years Pima has hecome recog-:
nized as top quality cotton. 1

In 1843 Mr. Gary heiped to
organize the El Paso Valiey Cot-
ton Assn. He was its first presi-
dent and held that post for four
terms. |

BECOMING INTERESTED in
local politics, Mr. Gary in 1044
was elected County Commis-|
sioner in Precinct 4 (Upper Val-|
leyy and served two terms. In
1947 and 1948 he made wunsue- !
cessful races for Congress and
for County Judge. |

Besides farming, Mr. Garyij
operated a ranch in New Mexi-|
co. Five years ago he moved 0
Pecos, where he had farming in-;
terests.

Mr, Gary and Louis lvey were
paid special honors in 1966 by
the El Paso Valley Cotton Assn:
for their outstanding }eadershlp
in agriculture.

MR, GARY is survived hy -hi55
widow, Mrs. Ara Gary of Pecos; |
two daughters, Mrs, Erich
Brandes of El Paso and Mrs.
Marvin Hayes of La Unjon,
N.M., two sisters, Miss Lola
Gary and Mrs. Wayne |Silliman
of Ganado, Tex.; two' brothers
Enos Gary*of San Antcmio and
;._H Gary of Hatch, NM and

e . .granddaughters ' and 10

: great grandachz!dren




