LEW GASSER DIESIN GESS POOL.
 THIED TO RESCUE A MEXIGAN:

Former Chief Engineer at Waterworks Plant Dies the
Death of Hero When Lowers Self Into Pool With
Gas and is Overcome; Dave Justis Also Over-
come But Revived; Lynchville Tragedy.

" EW GASSER. tormer chief engineer
at the city waterworks plant on
the mesa. wus overcome by gas and

drownel in a cess pool m the rear of
his hoine at Lynchville, near Ft. Bliss,
Monday morning.

He was attempting to rescue Vieente
Sotyu, & laborer.: who was also over-
comie by the gas and drowned. The
Mexican was working in a new cess pont
30 feet below the surface of the ground
when the gas and water leaked from
an oll cess pool aud overcame him, the
water from the cess pool drowning him
before Gasser could reach him,
was killed in the same manner.

Dave Justis. who attempted to rescue
Grager by going down into the pit, was
alno overcome by gax. wnd rendered un-
conscious for several  minutes  after
reaching the surface, .

. Went To Rescue, .

According to the statement of Juan
Molina, the only witness of the tragedy,
Sotoya was digging in the pool, when
water auddenly rushed into the pit from
another cess poal several yards away, The
Mexican war immediately overcome by
gas and Molina called Gasser who ran to
the cable and, lopping it through his
arin, descended into the pit in an at-
tempt to rercue Sotova. When he
teached the bottom of the pit tiawser
found that the weight of the Mexican
dragged him down -and he attempted to
pull back up the cable when he was
overcome by gas, and fell into the pool.

Justis Overcome,
Ruunning to the brink of the pool,
Justis then lowered himself and  ate

tempted to rescue the two budies,  He
was aleo overcome. Soldiers, who were
attracted by the shouts of Molina, then
ran to the pool and. using large hooks,
dragged the two hodies to the surface,
Sotoya being drawi first from the wa.
ter, which was over 15 feot deep when
the rescue oceurred.

Every offort was made to snve the
life of Gasser by police chief B. J, Za-
briskie, Capt, Tee }‘all. Capt. J, T.. Stowe
and jwdlge James M, Deaver, the eity
pulmotor being used for over an hour.

Was Aviator.

Gasser in survived hya widoy. He
had resided in Fl Paso-far over:2} yoars
and was well known throughght the
southwest. He rogignut from thd posi-

eral weeks ago. and way ociupiel
making improvements on his home in
Lynchville when the ucoldent geeurred.
At different timea he was' a boxer, an

: ‘AR one of the

avidtor and
5::? sﬁxtzg\o&’;‘l’:“m’;e“ e8 in the south-

Grasser

tion of enginoor at the water works aor-‘ f
ni

west. The body of Uasser was taken
to Peak’s undertaking parlors and Sotya
to McBean, Simmons andl Hartford.
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GASSER FUNERAL |
10 Bt THURGOAY

Body of Man Who Died Try-
. ing to Save Mexican Held
For Father’s Arrival.

Funeral services for T.ew Garser,
formerly «hief engineer of the ity
witterworks have not et heen oar-
ranged pending the arrvival of his
father from Richmeond, Va.

The services will protubly be held
ametime next Thursday, as word wae
recelved fram Mr. Gasser that he left !
Richmond Monday night for El Tasn
and would arrive Thursday marning iIn
this city.

Drossned in Cens Pool. .

Gasser was drowned Moanday morning
in the rear of hig home in Lynchville
when he attempted tn regcue Vicente
' docoya, a Mexican laborer whe was
digeing a cess pool in the rear of
Gasser's home. The was and water
from an old cess pool lrakéd into the
new omne. overcoming the Mexican.,
Gasger went to his rescue ands was |
overcome and drowned in the pool,
which had filled with water from the'!
old pool. Mayer lLea, chief Zahrlskle.'

— e —e

Capt. 1. 1. Hall and otherr worked for
more than an hour with the police
department pulmotor trying to revive
Gassger and the Mexican bhut were un-}

suecessful.
Was ltough Rlder. I

T.ew Gusser was a Nough RNider with
former governor George Curry's tmnp!
. from New Mexico, going to Tampa, Fla. |
Cwith teoop H but never getting to
Cuba, WMe was a close personal friend
of Rillie Smith who was a member of
(¢ troop with, Mal. W, H. H. Liewellyn.
Gasger and Smith put on many exhihi- .
tion hoxing bouts in Kl Paso in the ol
days of the McGinty club. Gasser was
a fighter at Newark, N, J. where he
won considerable fame,

Gasser was one of the posse which
liberateqd John Selman. JIr. from the
Jaurez aail many yei'. ago, I
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pictures. “The Spreewald near Berlln."g
will also he shown, There will bhe no |
ndvance in prices.— Advertisement. l
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