Pioneer, Developer Of Pinto Bean,

Manrique Gonzalez Dies In El Paso

Manrique R. Gonzalez, pioneer
agriculturdl engineer in the U.S.
Southwest and northern Mexico who
gained fame as a developer of the
pinto bean, died Monday at
Providence Hospital of anillness.

Mr. Gonzalez, 96, gained
prominence in this country just after
"World War | when, as a county
agricultural agent in Las Vegas, N.
M., he and two associates began
experimenting in the cultivation and
hybridization of legumes, one _Pf
which resulted in the pinto bean.

According to a son, Dr. [. Ernesto
Gonzalez of San Francisco, Mr.
Gonzalez became associated with
U.S. Agriculture Department Ex-
perimental Division after his

graduation in 1913 from Utah State

Agrioultural College.

After a number of years of research
and experimental activities in New
Mexico and Colorado as a county
agent and with ties to the U.S.
Agriculture Department, Mr. Gon-
zalez went to Mexico where he
developed the horticultural system
for that republie and for the State of
Chihuahua.

Actually, according to Dr. Gon-
zalez, who was in El Paso Monday to
be at his father's bedside, the elder
Gonzalez first became widely known
in much of Mexico and in parts of the
U.S. Southwest for his efforts on
benalf of American Mormons who

were living in Mexlco at the time of

the Revolution.
Mr. Gonzalez had been educated

and reared in his youth by Mormons
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in Colonia Dublan, €hihuahua, where
he had found refuge after leaving his

-home at the age of 14 in Nadadores,
Coahuila, according to Dr. Gonzalez.

When the Revolution began, Dr.
Gonzalez said, his father, having
rapport with Pancho Villas' forces,
was able to provide for the safety of
Colonia Dublan Mormons as they left
the country to come to the Umled
States.

In his Nadadores adobe home, the
boy was one of a family of 16. When he
came to the colony of Mormons, they
sent him to the Colonia Juarez
Academy (run by the Mormon Stake).
He worked to pay for his studies and
keep, and then went to Utah State, Dr.
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Gonzalez said in recounting the
background of his father. .
For half a century, then,. Mr.

Gonzalez continued his research and
experimental activities which
brought him fame. On his retirement,
he went to live in Colonia Dublan.

Dr. Gonzalez, who is chairman of
the department of nuclear medicine
and chief of pathology at French
Hospital in San Francisco and is
professor of medicine at the
University of California there, is one
of six surviving children of 1he
deceased and his widow, Mrs. Regina”
P. de Gonzalez.

The others are a son, Roberto
Hermosillo, Sonora,
Mexico, and daughters, Mrs. Lilia
Btrown and Mrs. Regina Ayala, both

.of El Paso. and Mrs._Eluira Ayens,

and Mrs. Catalina Thompson, both of
Colonia Dublan.

Surviving children by a previous
marriage, Dr. Gonzalez said, are
Mrs. Gladys Martineau of Walnut
Creek, Calif. and Francis Gardner,
Julia Skowsen and Anthony “Tony"
Merrill Gonzalez, all of Phoenix, and
Orson Merrill Gonzalez of Boise,
1daho. Other survivors are 12 grand-
children, 45 great-grandchildren and

~ a great-great-grandchild.

The body of Mr. Gonzalez will be on
view at Harding-Orr & McDaniel
Pershing Chapel Tuesday and
Wednesday. Funeral services will be
Thursday at 2 p.m. at the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in
Colonia Dublan. Burial will be in
Colonia Dublan Cemetery.



