DEATH TAKES

W.D. GREET,

COUNTY CLERK

El Paso Official Was

Widely Known Through |

Southwest

County Clerk W. D. Greet
died at Providence Hospital
today at 6:25 a. m.

I Mr. Greet, who was 57, had
been Wl for several weeks
tie ac bilood mh-vl!un. -

Mo rudbied  shightly _vv.x‘lcri‘dﬂ_\"
fwhen his san. Dr. Cabell Greet, of.,
Mew York €evooarriveds He then

lapgeed agam nto o coma,

The family was [at the bedside
whien death came, | ‘

Pecsons from all walks of life in
vyvesy state i the union will mouri
Vae death of Mr. Greet,

Moo Greet probably knew more
persons n the Unjted States and
Muexico than any other one person

-a

W. 0, Greet

in EL Paso. *Among | them 4vere
scores of celebrities, L
He knew practically every.movie
stir of importance én Hpllywood.
Greet | was  born- in "Huntsville,
Ala, and came to El Paso Feb, 1,
900, '

- Houstp),

Amazing Figure

He wag the most amazing and
varadoxical political figure on the
borger. He had been County Clp:_'k
rince 19160 Political wise men sa.ld‘
“Lirect can’t be beal!™ And he made |
boast true e believed that
e should hold the office all of his
Lt because of the efficiency of his
ErVICE, .-' R o

Politicians say (hat Mrl Greet's
steength lodid in his vast acquaint-
anceship dnd the fact that he was|
a C‘perpetual campaigner.”. He had
oo uiganization other than his depu-
et and kept no poll lists. [He
Kuew  most voters by their Tfirst
nanmes,

Ir. Greet was a policeman and
detdetive captamn for 15 years be-
fore he ran for office. He seldom
had to tight a ‘criminal.  He out-
wilted them.

Widely Read . .

Mr. Greet was one <0f jhe best |
read men in Bl Paso, He had a
store of knowledse that won the |
admiration of his son, Cabell. who is
a PhD. and an English professor
at Columbia University, :

He knew almost every barlcnderl
in El Paso and Juarez. but drank |
tothing stronger than coffee. He
Knew every gambler in the Souths
west and never played a game of
cards in. his lite.

“He-men'! were his favorile com- |
panians. Jack Dempsey, Jim Tuily. |
and every wrestler on the circuits
were his Lriends. Pancho Villa whos
one f his friends. A book on®the
Mexican.bapdit's life was dedicated
to Greet. Jim Tully dedicated one
of his most successful novels to hifn,

James Cruze, movie directir, wias
one of his friends, | }

1- Jabs His Hobby

Mr. Greetls favorite hero was Sam

(1Y

His | hobby was finding jobs for
{friends and helping those who were
down and! out. He couldn't refuse

(Continued on Page 11).
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@ panhandler. . Most of.
went toward charity., 5
He “was*a big man |with | waVy,
gray hair and piercing |eyes.| !
i . Mr. Greet’s loud colored shirts and
ties as brilliant as the rainbow were
known all ‘over El Paso. But he
| didn’t mind his ﬂ'iend‘f “kidding"
him about them, ‘

One)

his | salary

: - Square Bhooter

He was a “square-shooter” and
!l his advice was sought by .poljticians,
| professional men, banke;rs, the rich,
ithe poor, and even underworld
{charecters. Those who' took ‘their
jtroubles 1o him were nnt confined
110 El  Paso, They telephoned. and
Wrote him from all’ over thé coun-
try.-One of the desks in hip office
was covered|with telephone direc-
tories from every Jlarge |cit)]' in the

United States. [

He believed that-wes‘ern people
are the most broad-minded a dlike-
able in the world. He beino ned the
passing of the western ftowns Like
El Paso, Sacramento and R no, .

Mr. Greet's 14-year-old ‘daughter
| was his greatest pleasure, He show-
jered her with affection, His son
fwas his, greatest pride. o

Funeral Mondf -
Besides hiz daughter and son, Mr,
| Greet is survived by his widow; and
i two sisters, Mrs, Carl Ly gren of .,
| Liverpool, England, and Mrs. C. M.
Stanley of Montgomery,
nephew, Mayo Seamon
Mrs. H, C. Gillespie, . e

Funeral services will be héld Mon-
day at 2 p, m,at St |Clement's’
Episcopal Church, Rey, Dubgse Myr-.

phy “officiating. Buriul! will' be .in
Evergreen Cemetery under. djrec-
tion of Peak-Hagedon Mortuary'’




