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Ysleta" school /
patrlarch
dead at 87

By Ramon Renteria =
El Paso Tlmes A

J. M Hanks who spent; 4
a half ‘century shaping ‘the
Ysleta  Independent ;School
District from three. rural .
schools into the state’s se-
venth-largest school system,
died Sunday in Palestme
Texas. He was 87.

Hanks was considered an,
El Paso institution: a 00m~;:_‘.
passionate educdtor who at -
retirement in 1980 had
served ‘as superintendent of
the sameischool district for
more than 50 years.

“You’d be hard-pressed to
come up with anyone to
equal his abilities,” said
Algie Felder, who served on
the Ysleta school board in
the waning years of the
Hanks administration. “He
was just one of a kind.”

,:_Continued from 1A~

gram in Ysleta schools in
1948. He also built schools on
the East Side — a step ahead
of dramatic post-World War
IT growth.

Hanks also led a national
campaign convincing the fed-
eral government to give spe-
cial aid to school districts to
educate children living on fed-
eral installations.

“We're going to miss a fine
friend,” said Mary Peatsch-
man, principal at Sageland
Elementary She described
Hanks as an unselfish leader

more inclined in surplus money:

years to give teachers a pay
raise than pad his own salary.
Ascarate Elementary Prin-

cipal Nellie Morales remem- .

bers Hanks as a friend and
mentor.

“He had a way of control-
ling the forces, a calming
effect over people Morales
said. :

Harris Cantrell, a central
office administrator, said: “His
every thought

JLM. Hanks buzlt Ysleta
into Texas” ‘seventh-lar-
- gest school dlstnc

Former
scrlbe Hanks as .an. ven
‘handed . mediator ‘and
nancial w1zard wh'
minded . the.
expansion but felt ‘more ‘at. -
ease '
take the credit.

=gl lpe
novation, Hanks: estabhshed i
‘a bllmg'ual educatlon pro-'_

- Texas with . 44  schoo
~more than 43,000 students. :

Hanks had been in failing
“health for several months be-
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betterment of the d1str1ct - He

had a very sharp mind.”
In 1979, the district by

popular demand named J.M.

anks High School in Hanks’
honor while he was still su-
perintendent. The East El Paso
high school was the first in the

district named after a person. .

In 1926, he came to Ysleta
— then three schools and
2,000 students — ‘as a teacher
and basketball coach. A year
later, he became Ysleta High
School principal.  And  two

‘years later — the beginnings of

the - Great Depression —  he

became supermtendent at age.

28.
He took a

in the U.S. Army Air Corps.
When Hanks  retired, the

district was seventh- larlgest in
s and

fore his death. He was writ-
ing a book,
trict’s hlstory G
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service is pltanned at a future
ate.

three-year break‘
during World War II to serve.
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‘Funeral services of Dr,
J.M. Hanks, 0f0$k,wood,
1 TX:will be held!

“at '3 ‘PM 'in: Bailey .
Foster Chapel with ‘the
‘Rev.“William" Newman
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Hanks was d graduate of
‘Southwest Texas "Sfafe af 1
San Marcos and rece

‘his Doctorate. at. N w
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‘teacher and' rincipal at | -
.Swanson Hill and for 50
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