B.F. HAMNIETT
EX-MAYOR,
IS DEAD

Passes Awa.y Suddenly in
Los Angeles, Where He

MOURNED BY -
MANY FRIENDS

Benjamin ¥F. Hammett, exmayor and
one of thé most prominent real estate
owners and dealers of El Paso, is dead.
With his_'p'hsntng is lost one of the men
who made the Pasa Clty. Death oc-
curred most unexpectedly shortly be-

fore 7 oclock last night at Los An-
geles, whgre but/ & few days ago Mr.

Hammett went In search of climatic
change. 2
Waord of’ the death, which arrived

here shortly befpre- midnight, has left
the widow and family broken, and
scores of frlends among the most
prominent perdons of the clty sorrow
with unexpected Lgrlqt Mr. Hammett,
or colonel or major Hammett, .as he
18 called by many—died at the age of
68 years, having Jjust rounded®*that
year Monday of this week.

Until almost the time of his death,
Mr. Hammett engaged in actlve busl-
ness. A heart trouble had caused somo
fear, but he was greatly Improved be-
fore leaving El Paso for .a stay In the
Callfornia ecity, having gained five

R

CO% B, m-..lmuum*r. ;
pounds !n weijht e was accompan--
1ed to Lbs Angeles hy, g, .daughter, Mra’
Carter Whitg .af. ,this chy, Mrs. Ham-

| mett expecthfa‘.-}o Jjoin Kim in n few

days, Also ia surviving. s, son, Paul F.
Hammett. .Junlur partnér of the t!rm of
B.'F. Hemmdtt ASon,s. &

e

Had Gone for His Health..

1
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‘| bullding,

‘Promigesy-in 8t. Louls,
, Before Mr, Hamniett came to El Paso
he was a ‘promipent business man of St.
‘Louis, Mo., assoclated with the most
forward men of’ that clty.. He was n
member of Hammett, Anderson & Wald,
leading real .estate, promoters, a firm
which bullt the Planters Hotel among
other mammoth . works. . Mr.. Hammaett
was assoclated closely, In a business
and personal way, with. exgovernor D.
R. Franeis, of the middie state, and.

dommission for-a time. He took an
actlve Integest in larg'a rallroad con-
tracts In the south. .

As head ‘of the Campbell Real Es-
tate company, of ‘this.clty, a company
which held much of the skyscraper
and central resf@ence .p operty of the
city, Mr, Hammaeft came to El Paso in
1804. He. took gctlve charge of the
Interests of the big concern and almost
immediately becarfie a leader in realty
and felvic promotion.- Under his man-
agement the Campbell addition was
graded, Improved .and sold out very
rapldly. He stood for the erection of
good bulldings anfl was a street pa.vlng
advocate. Incldentally. he amassed'a
considerable fortUne.and at his death
may be rated at much more than half a
milllon. Among the well known prop-
erties ownéd by the wholesale real es-
tate prumulqr are  the Van Blarcom
the: Fraternal
hall, and’thé.Hotel. D. R. Franecls, the
home of the Tamiiy!

" Eleet gﬁ."l,w in 1801,

In 1901 "Mr Gkammett was elected
mayor, Tumiin ;
candidaté.”

8 & “non-political
Uﬁ.rtﬂ\- 1903 he conducted
what Wem1 fered. a business ad-
ministration, ., ge agcomplished the first
Sunday. aa.loon Iosing. law enforcement.
His 'office Bxplred:-1hi1303 and he re-
sumed . hin businesy activity, In 1905
he wag made alderman’ of hla ward on
thenmbavla tioket, 4., 4 . i

F. Hammett, the man, {sfdesc d
by hls many friends .as.belng ma

run:]ny night.

Jin his deallqgs-xﬁ{th-men -of all alQuus

He was! espec‘ : ntereuted In 'char-

ttiéa and was one 0! the circle of men

whio were heavy donators to public in-
stitutions, giving more than hils share
at many times. Mr. Ilammett was ac-
tive in the TrinHy Mecthodist churceh,
serving ag steward for many vears.,

| Born In Missourl. ®

IInrn at Iuntsville, Mo, Mr. Ham-
me came of a Inmllg of prominence
in that state. He I8 survived by a
braiher, Dr. J. D. Hammett, of St.
Louts.

The body wl!l arrive in El Paso Sat-
No funeral arrangements
hav: been riade.

was chairman of  the Bt.- Louls police |

Brotherhood |




COL. B; F. HAMMETT OF TYPEOF - '

E|] Paso’s Growth Is Largely
Due to the Efforts of the
Former Mayor, Who Is
Now Mourned as Dead.

To Col. B. F. Hammsett’s tricnds there

is o need for an eulogy. But (o the
broader scops of Col. Hammett's activi-
ties in E! Fuso, ip his work as a clvie
bullder, as .a man who with a few other
far eeeing minds 1ed this city out of ¢he
“rilderness of wmesquito and greasewood
into an era of prosperous growth, Col.
Hammott left a heritage to the newer
generations of E1 Pasoans.

As the head of & company srhich pro-
moted. one of the first large townsite
additions to Bl Paso, as alderman,
mayor, private oitisen and buainess man,
Col, B. F. Hammett's namo weas always
found among ¢he progressives who were
working agaltat great odds to make a
city. “Hp never pulled back,” fe the
estimate of & man who knew him per-
haps better than any other man knew
him. “I have known Hsumett slnco I
came hers, 82 years’ ago” A. P. Coles
sald Jast night. “He was slways—Ham-
mett—with @& charming personality.
Charitable, liberal dooator to public
enterprises, steward in the Trinity
chureh, ho was a man who was loved
for hs fine quaiittes, for himself.”

When He First Cams

Col. Hammott's real estate and dsvel-
opment motivity was not coafined to El
Paso. Befors he moved here he was as
active fn the affairs of 6t. Y.ouls in a
larger way than ‘he was In E! Paso
later, Mr. Coles sald. Ho came hers to
cnake his home about 1853 or *94, being
president of the Campbell Real Hstate
.company, bf 8t. Louls, wnhich owned the
distriet Xnown as the Campbel) additlon,
extending from the river on ¢he gouth

to the intgrsection of Olive nnd San An-
. tonlo stre¢ts on the east, morthward ¢o
. Include an: irrggular Jine cast and south
‘of the Mills and Sattenthwaito additions
aund the Santa Fo yard ressrvation. .
+_ This property was acquirea by the 8t.
i Louls conmipany in an interesting way.
. Robert Campbell, from whom the -com-
pany and!tho adfition took {ts name,
was a wholesale merchant of St. Loufs.
Near the little town of Frankliu, Texas,

now El Paso, theg were two brothers,
John and \Henry Gllette, who' owzed a
Boat ranch whicli was @ part of the
town of nklin: The Glllette broth-
-ars falled] accordlng to A. P. Coles's
;:rn!on ofjthe early history of the town.
part payment 4t his mdedtedness to
Robert Campbell,! John Giitettp, who
Wwas the &ciive aimber of the family
partnership, turned over tho goat
ranoch. . .
Seliieg OfF & Goat Rascn.
W. 8. Hills wag sont out grom St
| Louls ¢to. manage the ranch ana ATTANgO
't;r disposihg :t' t. ;mu he dld In a
F¥ compntent way .for ? > of
ravas i then 00, aAOvVar: by ay
BE Louls Ryaicate, .womposed g¥ Col.
B. -F, Hammdtt, 'J, C Van B :
prosident ¢f the Ban .
‘St.. Louis; [David R. .Fran
| nor -of - Mlssourl, - -
" dent: of.
"Nobte,

MEN WHD MAKE GRERT CITIES

had beeh making trips to Bl Paso for
maty years hefore, brougnt t party ef
prominent capitalists-here to {uspect the
fleld offered in the then little town for
investmsents. After the organtzation of

the real estate company, Col. ett
moved to El Paso ¢o make his home.
This svas in elther 1883 or °94; Mr.

Coles says, and since that time he and
Mra. Hammett have maage -this thelr
home, taking an active part tn the so-
cial and business affalrs or tho com-
munity. .

B. F. Hammett, Jr., who was known
-40 everyone as ‘'Forest,” wam ais0 &380-
clated with his fatber In the active real
ostate campalgn for disposmg of the
Campboll company's hotdings.  After
“"Forest"s"” death, Paul Hammett came
out from 8St. Louts and jotned his father
in the realty business.  Assoctated with
Col. Hammett in the upbdbuilding of Fl
Paso were four quen, each strong types,
and to whom §s due much of the eredit
of the Greater El Paso of today. These
men were H. I, Newman, A. M. Loomls, '
Fellx Maitines and A. P. Coles. While
not directly ,associated fn busipess, |
thess four men, with Col. Himmott, '
worked elbow to elbow for the growth .
of Bl'Paso, the resuits of thelr efforts
belng apparent In every cormer of the
present oity of El Paso.

‘ Rafirosd Building. .

Before Col. Hammett moved tp EI'
Paso, A, P. Coles was in charge of both |
the Campbell additlon and the Franklin,
Helghts addition. But finding the work
of placlag these properties on the mare
ket too hard, Mr. Coles relinquished
the Campbell addition to Col. Hammett
and contined his effores to the Franklin
Helghta additlon., Afthougn they daid
20t come here together, Col. Hammett,
who was'also a raliroad promoter and
builder, became assoclated with H. L.
Newwman In the promotion of the old
White Oaks llze, naw the El Paso &
Southwoetorn line, east. It was & stren-
uous campalgn, and Col. Hammett, im-
bued with the 8t. Loufs ideas, waged for
a greater city of the southwest at the
gateway. He built the vua Blarcon
block on @éxas street and Mesa avenue,
Which was named after, nis close friend,
J. C. Van Blarcom, of St. Louts. Ha
also bullt tho D. R, Francls hotel on
8t. Louis streot, Wwhich was atso named
after his very dear friend, the former
governor of Missour), The Hammett
bullding, svhere the Fraternal Brother-
hood 'pa.lr Is located, on Bouth Oregon
ntreet, wag only recentty remodeled by
Col. and Mrs. Hammett. In addition
to thess holdings, Col. Hawmmett ao-
quired a large quantity of city and vale
ley property, bis estimated wealth ‘In
reakky holdings being placed at $600,-

000 at'the time of his deatn.
. From Dusinoess.
- After dalsposing of the property o

the Campbell addition, CH, Hammett In’

associatior with his eon, did a general
real estate business until ebout two

yeatr ago, when he decidad tp rurlie
from sctlve business life and devota his
me ¢o his Jnterests, During.
b ad{g; str S mgor, tb antle
file replaved elee-

trlc dfpect ht?‘ Hammett belng an

csuse of ter
-during hlsb:er&n
40::1808, _&m 1

Ha
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