Nemo taken
by death

By Ray Sanchex
El Paso Herald-Post

William Carson ‘“‘Nemo’’ Herrera,
one of the most successful high
school coaches in the history of El
Paso and Texas sports, is dead.

Herrera, 84, passed away in a nurs-
ing home in San Antonio Thursday
night. s

Herrera coached at Bowie ngh
School and Coronado High School in
El Paso following a successful
coaching career in San Antonio. He
coached Bowie to the championship
of the first state baseball tournament
ever held. That was in 1949,

He won several district basketball
and baseball titles with the Bears.

At San Antonio Lanier, he won
State basketball titles in 1843 and
1945 and was runnerup in 1938. He
was third in 1942 and 1944.

He moved to El Paso in 1946. At
Bowie, he compiled a baseball rec-
ord of 454 victories and 288 losses
with 10 ties. >

Herrera, who once turned down an

offer to coach in college (at Texas

A&M), coached freshman basketball
and varsity baseball at Coronado be-

70. -
He sometimes coached in summer

’;outh programs and directed El
aso’s Babe Ruth team to a State .
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Nemo rmn while in El Paso.

championship and a fourth .in the
1958 World 1 mgnament in Canada.
He waB gquite' an athlete in his
youth. He "attended Brac e
High School in San Antonio where he
made the:basketball“and baseball
teams. Pete Caj » who later be-
came a ~#8 a college coach,
recruited him tp play baseball for
Southwestern University. The school
was a powerhotse in those days and
Herrera, despite being small in stat-
ure, lettered four years in both bas-
ketball and baseball.
He received many honors, includ-
into both the El Paso

) -and the Texas
Mmm ,
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Williom "Nemo” Herrera
Baseball-basketball coach

| compiled win-loss record

never beaten in El Paso

El Paso's most successful high school coach
— the man who led the 1349 Bowie Bears to the
first State Baseball Tournament championship
— has died, William Carson “Nemo’" Herrera

geﬂ ‘Thursday ina'San Antonio nursing home at-
8

Herrera arrived in El Paso in 1945 as Bowie's
head baseball and basketball coach after
achieving two state basketball ¢championships .
at San Antonio’s Lanier High School. L

“Herrera began coaching at Lanier in 1§23‘and
}-emain{;d tih:re until his move.,tg_ﬁlmso. ﬁ;
1--fore-going-into-coaehing; Herrers-played-semi-
professional baseball with the Galveston Sand-

_crabs in the Texas League.

1 three-game sweep of Austin High School of
 Austin to secure the sfate title, 2 feat that
4 hasn't been repeated. ) )
1  While'at Bowi¢, Herrera's baseball teams won
| city fitles in 1946 and '47, and district titles in
- 1949, '50, '58 and '58. He compiled a record of
1' 195-82:8 while at-Bowie. .. __ T . . ..
- Not only did Herrera succeed with Bowie’s-
baseball ﬁrgg ram, he also coached the school's.
basketball team to the state tournament twice,
~finishing fourth-in the state in 148~ — =

Fopr- ot B!_,.urn!'r'
school, *Coronado. High School. He was there
- until 1970 when he retired aftdr 43 yexrs of
coaching. - Lt #
R~

In those years, he compiled 545 basketball

- wins against 193 losses;-a .738 winning percent- .

age. In bageball, his winning percentage was
.582 with a record of 495 wins and. 355 losses.

" His “achlevementshave-been-acknowledged -

with induction in the E] Paso and San Antonio
athletic halls of fame and the Texas High School -
Coaches Hall of Honor. -

Herrera is survived by his wife, Mary Leona
of San Antonio, and two sons, William Leonard
of Dallas and Carlos Douglas of Overland Park,
Kan. He also is survived by four grandchil-
dren. . .

Services in San Antonio ‘will be at 10 a.m.
Monday in Tririty Episcopal Church. Burial will
be in San Jose Burial Park. Arrangements are
by Roy Akers Funeral Home in San Antonio.
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