Was a Soldier of Fortune, 2

- Jurist and a Peace Officer
One of El Paso County’s
First American Citizens.

l Capt. Charles 8. Kerber,
plclurosque characters of or;gl OIP:\‘;S
county's early history, I8 dead at his
home in Yxletn, death supposedly be-
lng: vaused Ly henrt fallure,

Seldier of fortune, captain of volun-
teers during the clvil wer, sheriff dur-
ing the early dayr, justice of the pence
and school teacher, captain Kerher wn.:;
a maker of history. He has been cancd
the h.cro of the lownard salt rlots and
the Ysleta riote, for it was nhis work
that suppressed these bitter feuds. <

Nince his relinquishment of the of-
flce of justice at Ysleta. about six yeaty
ago, he had llved in retirement on hl's
ranch just west of the town., It was
his' dally custom to drive over to town
for the mall, and this he continued even
to the day he died. Durlng the past
molnth hial health had been pooy, but
not su as to prevent him b
around. eing up and

Last evening about 6:30 oclock 'he
was sitting on the porch with Mra.
Kerber after the evening beal,” when
he complained of feeling badly. As he
spoke the words, he pitched forward
onto the floor and before Mrs. Kerber
could raise his head, he was dead.

Born in Germany.

Capt. Kerber was born’ in Germany
about 13 vears ago. He served his en-
listment in the Germany army, and up-
on f1s expiration, emigrated te this
country at the time that such adven=
turous spirits as Schutz and Slgel were
coming here In search of fortune and
adventure, having niready seen the war
cloud hanging like a pall ovet Amer-

jca,

This was In the year 18344 ;Ierber
,enlisted at once as a private} In the
Unitéd States regular army apd saw
gervice on the plains, but wie the
hloody conflict of ‘61 broke lont he
ralsed & company of voluntgers and
fought under the union banner as cap-
tain. It is sald that his comapany was
a part of a Colorado regiment, but the
clalm Is also made that he fought in
an eastern regiment. His record dur-
ing the wvar was.a consptcuous cae,
and at itg cloge he was breveted a col-

onel.

School Teacher and Sheriff.
- It is at this point that his history
becomes so intimatety entwined with

more of wandering, he appeared in
Ysletd dnd began to teach the public
school.  The  teacher of that day had
trinls to.coritena with that would try
the stoutest heart,-1
‘plls were full grown men;.sdmo. with
beards, who madé it'a point-to’ go, dafter

THE SHLT WAB, DIES T Y

ber got away with his teaching Job =o
well that in 1878 e was esected sherift
of the county, the county seat then

that.of this county, After & year OTF.

for-many ‘of the pu--

. . ERBER, SHEREF DU

SLETH

belﬁg Jacated in Ysletds the
bel the same building wl
today as a public scn00l.

in the Solt wars.
Capt. Kerber wus sheriff when the

Cardis-Howard salt riots

fhese riots are oft repeated history,
the trouble arisiug over the order of
Charles lloward directing the dMexicany
to stop gathering galt from the salt

fields mnortheast of San >
Mexicans had made their
from these salt veds, at

Howard's order and 2 reign of terror

followed, which fesulted
deaths.
Both Cardis and Howard

as well as many of the Mexicans, while
for a tlme the law was powerless to
check the carnage. Sherift Kerber,

however, swore in & force

and set out to suppress the rlot. t
firat his eftorts werc anything hut su¢-
cessful, and for days he and his men
were surrounded in an old adobe house

on the hill at Ysleta by an
too large to control, His

practically without food, and under |a
constant fire, but- they held the impro-
vised fort, and, once free, soon put

down the uprlisng.
The Ynleta Mayoralty

As a peace officer, Kerber was ailso

called upon to suppress

riots which grew out of the, mayoral
campaign in 1869..1. G. Gaal and Bet-
igno Alderete were the candidates for
the office. As the fight waxed hot, the
henchmen of the two candidates be-
came excited, and before the mobs
could be broken up, blood was shetl
It is said that over three hundred men

took part in these riots.
Gaool's House Shot

The principal occurrence of thesc
riots was.the surrqunding of the house
of Mr. Gaal by a hundred or move Mex-

{cans, bent on seeking out

ing -candidaté. Mr. Gaal had had warn
ing, however, and was, not in the.

house. -Mrs. Gaal. her son.
present connected with the
department, and & fexican,
house, hidden. The Mexican
onto “the poarch- when the

menced, and ralsed his hand in token
of a truce. In an instant a dozen bul-
lets were shot into his bedy and he.
fell dead. The house was shot up, and:

finally an entrance forced and the

house searched.
. Was County Ju

age. ;

@When Capt. Kerber retired '‘trom the;
gherift's ofiice, he gerved for a time asi
county judge and jater became juatldeg
of. the peace, holding that offico for:
years, He- was- also a strustee - of the’
school of Ysleta; and is sald by somu:
;people to. havel served a térm In tjeg

istate. legislature. Capt. Kerber took
lively Interest in ‘the aftuirs :of

.county and was. one of the

the téacher's “flariny.” But Capf. Ker-:

‘men’, on its history.
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