TOM LEA

El Paso lost one of its most
brilliant and colorful figures
at T:30 p. m. Thursday with
the passing of Thomas C. Lea,
67, who died of a heart at-
tack in Bouthwestern General
Hospital after a briet iliness.
. & -yeteran criminal lawyer,
Mr, Lea was conspicuous
-through the ‘pages:of Fl-Paso-his-

~Be-Wasbord Okt, 29, 1977, Hu
{ grandfather, one of u;e“wﬂtnm

Gen. Sterling Price:under the! Stars
father| “was “gurveyor of Jackson

Qmpt‘y."m..“ for_ynors than 30
years. -

f Jence publle schools, young
otn Immediately decided to be
fcome a lawyer. He taught one
yedr .in- the Jackson schools, and
then the.S ~American Warin-
[terrupted his dreams for the future.
. He volunteered with a state regi-

| known_Président Truman. as & boy,
but. in-1901-cathe west to visit his
|uincle,Joe Lea, first white settler

fin westertt Missouri, fought with |
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Ex-Mayor,
Dies At 67

(Continned From Page 1)

the tracks moved, but after he left
‘office. the agreement was discarded

During his term as mayor, Pancho
Villa, notorious Mexican revolu-
tionist, was running loose along the

{border and had-publicly announced |

that he intended to come over and
subdue El Paso, Mr. Lea personally
patrolled the sireets along the rfver
all ohe hight walting for the
threatened visit, which never male-
rialized. s 4

During his career Mr. Lea once
represented Victoriano Huerta, for-
mer Mexican president who fled to
this side of the river when things
gol hot in Mexico. Huerta was im-
prisoned here. and not long alter
died.
WAS BRILLIANT
DEFENSE LAWYER

Lea served as council in some of
El Paso’s most famous murder
cases. His 'lanky figure, usually
clothed in a purplish tan suit and
topped off by a broadbrimmed
| black Stetson, was a familar one
in El Paso courtrooms. He “almost
always had a cigar between his
teeth when pondering. a case.

A member of the Bar Associalion

for over 40 years, he was for many |

h‘ears associated with Congressman
iR. E. Thomason in law practice
here. 7

Mr. Lea held an illustrious record
tin Masonry. He was a 32nd Degree
i Mason. a Knight Templar. Past
Worshipful Master of Masonic
Lodge 130, and Past Potentate of
El Maida Shrine. He also was a
 Past Exalted Ruler of the Elks.

Mr. Lea was a member of the
First Baptist Church. His home
was at 1400 East Nevada Street,
where he had many paintings by
his famous son, Tom Lea, Jr.

Mrs. Zola Lea died in 1936. There
were three sons, Tom, Jr., Joe, and
Richard C.. by this marriage. In
1939, he married Mrs. Rosario Par
tida Archer, who survives him.

Tom Lea, Jr.. has recently been
“away from El Paso painting battle
scenes that have gained fame all
over the United States. Lt. Col
|Joe Lea is stationed in Newark.
'N. J.. with the Office of Depend-
jency Benefits, and the youngest son,
Richard, is in his first year al West
"Point.

Besides his wile and his sons. Mr.
Lea is survived by a stepdaughter,
Mrs. Bertha Archer Schaer: a son-
"in-law. Sgt Arthur Schaer, who has
‘recently returned from the China-
i Burma-India Theater, and by a sis-
lier. Lucy Lea of Roswell, NN M
| Funeral arrangements were pend-
ing with Hagedon-Harding Funeral
Home until the arrival of Cologel
Lea from New Jersey. B

TQQLLea, O —

A brilliant defense lawyer. Mr. |
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