Smiling,\yapﬁf Ben.Lenys Is No More;
Popular Theater Man Claimed By Death

UNDREDS of friends of sunny Ben

Lewis mourned hls death Tuesday.

The popular manager of the Ela-
nay and Greclan thenters dicd at 6
oclock Monday evening, after a brief
illness.

He was taken ill miore
ago, but his failure did
noticea b 1 o g :
to This e
friends un-
il but a°
few nionths,
or cven a
few weeks
ngo. .
In the las
few weeks,
his decline
was rapid
and he was
confined to
his'home
most of the §
time, tho'.
he visited §E
his office at [§
least once a =T
day until a BEN LE
little o\'ﬁr a week ago, The last time
he was. Howntown he told a. friend he
was going home to' die.

While doctors had not told him ‘def-
initely what his trouble was, he_felt
that he was declining rapidly .and
knew that his time was short, Regard-
less of this, he bore up.bravely ‘and
met his friends smiling and cheer-
fully. Ben Lewis always smiled. He
may have had his blue-days, but he
never showed that side of himself Lo
his friends. i

- Here Since 1916, * .

Ben Lewis came to El Paso in 1916
to take the management of the Ella-
nay and OGrecian theatets for his

han a year
1ot become

t

‘brother, the late J. M. Lewis, and he

was not long In. making fritnds. He
hécame active in the: Adelph ahd the
Riwanis club, and participeted . in all
their thinstrel shows and dther enter-
tainments as well as In their business
sessions. He also assisted in amateur
dramtics and had a prominent part in
a play given at the Crawfdrd by Miss

“| ing business an

He was original as an enlertainer and
quite frequently wrote his own words
for his song parodies. By this chcer-
ful disposition and his willingness to
assist in any worthy cause, Mr. Lewis
soon made” himsgelf popular with

)| large circle of people. He was urgc}‘

two years ago 1o make the race for
city treasurer, but, as his health was
not so good, he declined.

i Born In Russin,

Forty-one years of age, Ben B, Lew-
is had llved mahy more vensr- *tnn
many people much older, if enjoying
life counts, for Ben enjoyed 1iv...,
and he enjoyed making other people
smile. He had a fine fund of wit and

his friends always enioyed his soci- |

ely.

Born in Odessa, itusstia, he cane o
this country with his parents when 9
years of age, and first lived in Hous-
ton. There he engaged in the advertis-
| in cartooning, this
work getting him into the theatrical
business. Dallas was his next field of
actlgn and there he cngaged in adver-
tising work and also in theatrical man-
agement, being the manager of the Old
Mill when it was noted as the finest

icture house in Texas. lHe married

liss Gertrude Black while he was liv-
ing in Dallas. She sypgives him. They
have no children,

One Of Large Family.

He gave up a rather lucrative adver-
lising business in Dallas to come to
El Paso and assist his brother with
the management of his two theaters.
When his brother died, Ben took the
management of the theaters for the
widow and continued in this paosition
until he died.

He leaves a wife and three surviving
brothers, David Lewis, Detroit; Leon
Lewis, Fort Worth, and Abe Lewis,
Houston, and lwo sisters, Mrs. Abe
(iinsburg, Houston, and Mrs. . Kul-
ler, El Paso.

Funeral services will be held in El
Paso and interment,will be in the
Jewish plot in Gonocrdia, but the day
dnd hour of the funeral had not heen
set at an carly hour Tuesday after-
noon.

Mrs., Lewis's mother was with her

; 2 | during the lasy fours of Mr. Lewis'.
Lenna Nobinsen as a Gntholic hencfit. | [k 219 "t &:main with her for
- isome time. )
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