By Matthew Agullar

El Paso Times
The founder of the historic
lL.a Hacienda Cafe; one of the

El Paso. died Tuesddy in his
home of Guadalurﬂm Me!@(‘o
at the age of 91, ;
ka‘“wm;‘onéo Loper: bought the
T "abhndoned building at:=1720
Paisano in 1940 for $1,000, and
opened 1t as a cafe after his
tacd stand 1n Smeltertown
burned down. He ran the cafe
by the banks of the Rio Grande
with 1s wife Enriqueta until her
death 1n 1981. The popular eat-

,._'__r

~El"Paso’s politicians and pow-
er-brokers. *

He died of a heart attack
Tuesday after a long illness.
__"He_ﬁcmghr..mf r_very little

Historic uéafe founder
dies after illness at 91

Lopez adopted Gabriel v.hen !

oldest Mexican restaurants.an. -

Aay-that: 1t was &-race day,

passed away in 1981,

ery was patronized by many of -

she was 7. and she hived with
her grandfather most of her
Iife. She said he was a fun-lov-
ing person who was alw&x}a
happy to greet a new customer,”

“He loved to go to the racé
track, and he was there everz

‘Gabriel said. “He was a. good
boss to all his employees, and a
wonderful grandfather to me.’

Gabriel lived with her grand- .

parents in the restaurant for
several years,

“After my grandmnt.h'er
: he sold

18 restaurant, and everything
kind of ended for him. In 1982,
he:moved back to Guadalaraja.
He went back to his birthplace
to die.”

Carlos ' Ratliff, who worked
for Lopez at La Hacienda from

-Lopez died Tuesday.
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Special to the Tu;nes

Alfonso Lopez ran the La
Hacienda Cafe with his
wife Erfriqueta until her
death in 1981. Alfonso

will be in Guadalajara, a me:
morial service in El Paso has

money and restored it, since it
had been abandoned for ovér 26

1959 to 1994, said he wag sad-
dened to learn of his !'ormer

been scheduled for 1 E m._Fri-__]
Kx at" First Pres yten%n
Clarch, ]340 Murchlson

. started Testoring it in 1941, and

years. ., andﬂﬁught_,er-\!wglma -
Lopez Ggbriel said. “PThere ~
werg stid bats in there. He

employer's death: G
“I worked Tor h1m for (many)
years. He was a very good and

he hnﬂ the restaurant all that
time.’'

Survwora mclude hls daugh-,
ter Virgima R. Lopez; hrand-

.nicé 'man with .all theuemploy_dagghter.uirg_lma Lopez Gabri~—|
_

ges, “Raptliffsid———
Although Lopez's funeral
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