Gen. Anson Mtlls, Founder of |

El Paso, Dies

in Washingto

‘| Stevens, agent for General Alills here,

vanced

dus to =ad age,
stated.

General Mills was born near Thorn-
town. Indlana. August 21, 1834. He re.
ceived his education tn Charlotteville
academy in Néw York state and in
West Point. ,

Feached Herve in 1838

He left \West Point without graduat-!
ing. and came to Texar “Coming to
Texas,” in those ARYR, WaS Qquite an
undertaking for a youth, but he arrived
on foot in AcKinney, Collin county.
April, 1837, after having made most of
the trip via the Ohio and Mlssissippt
rivers, thence up the Red river to
Shreveport, and then to McKinney on
foot. '

He taught school for a bdrief time
white in McKinney, and while there met
Sam Houston.

The journey on to El Paso was an
1 exciting adventure, which Included a
| noldup by Indians and dangers from
wild animals He arrived here May

8, 18AS.

| El Paso at thaf e was simply a
ranch of 130 wned by J. A,
1*Uncle Bfity” Smith. It had been
named “Franklin,” after Franklin

Coontz, who was postmaster. Coontz
was required by the postoftios depart-
ment to glve some name to hia office.
“The town on the opposite side of the
river was known as Paso de¢l Norte, a
clity of 13,000 people controlled by well-
to-do and educated Spaniards,” G a
Mills wrote in his memolirs, called "My

Story.”
Surveys for El Paso.

Genoral Mills in 1858 and 1859 made
the first survey of El Paso, and plotted
the first townsite. He then suggested
the name which the city bears.

When the Civil war broke out General
Miils enlisted and served throughout the

service and romained the army for
years afterward, recéiving rapild promo-
tion.

He has written {n his memolrs, at the
’ge of 83: “I have served 54 years,
9 months and four days in the United
States army. longer, I believe, than any
other officer.” This Included his ser-
vice as a cadet, in the regular army,
and as a boundary commissioner.

Hle Sarvivors.

General Mills marriad Miss Nannie
Cassell of Zanesville, Ohlo, whom he
et while In the army =ervice, October,
1868, She dled in Washington, May
14, 1915, His only eon, Anson, died
suddenly in the same city, February 25,
1894, He is survived hy his only other
child. Mrs, Constance Mllls Overton of
Piedmont, Callfornia.

General Mills was at various times
during the long years of his army ser-
vice stationed near E! Paso and he

“2ras. Mills and I often congratulnted

at His Home
n at Age of 90

7T HE FLAG en the Mills building, lowered fo half-mast yes-|
Tterdav, told El Paso of the passing of ils founder, Gen.

Anson Mills, 90 years of age, veteran of the Civil war, inventor

1and historian, who died in his home in Washin

1at 3:30° o'cleck vesterday morning.

‘{ A telegram was received by Horace Beje

glon, D. C.,

——

ha went to Wash! he was

DG

Xt Feary, . _— .
The Mits Bul [ ORIV PO G
here, and Mills stroet, were named for
this ploneer. . '

General Mrlls was loventor of the|
Mills cartridge belt. which he devised!
for use in the United States army. This
he accomplisked while in army service

“l1 was associnted with Mr. Alilia 34!
years” zatd Mr. Stevens. “He was kindi
and trusting. 1 fece! all breken up at
his passing.”

General Mills,* from time to time
while he was away from here, sont u:msl
fo various kinds to E! Paso, showing
his. intorest in gY@ welfare of the clty.
An appeal to him for the support of
various enterprises always brought about!
moral and financial aid, his friends
here say. .

Quotations From Hook.

Residents of the southwest. and par-
cularly people of El Paso who are in-
terested In the history of this ity and
country, have found delight in General
Nlis* story. It portrays the frontler
days true to life. 1n It he tells of his
hardships In fighting his way to 1 Paso
and of his other experiences in the
southwest.

“The journey to Kl Pasp,” he wrote,
‘was through a most desoiate country,
with Indians on all aides, soma hostile
and some friendly, Curotes and other
wild animals abounded, but most inter-
esting were numcerous buffalo east of
the Pecos, ”

“l havo seen the plaing black with
them, and, when moving, which they
did at a kind of lape or gallop, I have
felt the earth trembie under tho impress
of their heavy shoulders

“At a station near Pecos river we
were robbed by Indians and delayed
three days,

“When 1 arrived at the dluffs over-
Inoking the valley of the Rio Grande 1
thought it tho most pleasant wite I had
ever seen. '

ourselves that weo llved in this nation
and generation. In no other counld wo
have seefl and enjoyed so much con-
ducive to the bellef that mankind waa
rapidiy advancing to the greatest pos-
sible perfection,

“We have seen the natlon develop
from 20,000.000 to over 100,000,000; we
have ssen it become foromost in sci-
ences, arts and industries. We have
seen 80 per cent of hand labor trans.
ferred to machinery; we have watched
rafiroads’ and steamhoat transportation
doevelop from their Jufancy. Wo
watched tho birth of the electrie light
and power: we have seen the blcycle,
motoreyele, aut bile, sowing machine,
knitting machine, typewriter, tetegraph,
wirelasa, phone, dirigible . balloor,
airplane, under-sea boat, washing ma-
chine, power printing presa, linatype,

never lost interest in the city. After

land hundreds of other Inventions de-
velop to thelr prosent perfection.”
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