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TIMES EDITOR
MANY YEARS,
DIES TUESDAY

Pioneer El Pasoan Is
StrickenSuddenlyWhile
E Western Amer-
ican; Dies In Hospital.

SERVED LONG TERM;

A8 E. P. TREASURER

Veteran Edifr Associated
With El Paso Times
For 18 Years; Active In
Democratic Circles, -

JAMES D. PONDER, 67 years old,
pioneer editor and publisher of
E! Paso," died suddenly in Hotel
Diev at 8 o'clock Jast might, after
having becn removed to the hospi-
sl at 10 o'clock yesterday moraling
soflering from o kidaey affiiciion.
Judge Ponder, as Iic was affection-
ately Lttown to many Pascans,
had been o resident of this city siace
December, 1888, For 18 years be
was cditor of The EI Paso Times.
Since 1923 he had beeo editor of the
Westorn -Amorican. -

Judge Ponder wn»ﬁl:;in;&‘.;}—-i—l-: |

ness ‘yesterday morning, but would
sot leave his work,  Finally the
‘ouln” becamic so acute that he went
to a physiclan's. office, where he
was J with 1 He

as talien to the hospiial,’ passing
away last cvening.

Besides hLis widow, Mrs, Fanpie
*8nder, hols survived by three sons,
James Mort, Daniel R. of El Paso
and Jack of Albuquerque. Funeral

ar .are | ing with the
. Harjford company. walting Lhe ar-
rival of the son fram Albuquerque.

Judge Ponder svas born in Decae
tur county, Gcorgia, May 31, 1881,
He altended a boarding school at
Marianns, Fla, ‘the public schools
of his notive state and Mercer insti-
tute of Macon, Ga. During his vaca-
tions ltic worked In the printing
office of Congressman B. E. Russell
3t Bainbridge. e

A “business venture In Atlania.
proving unsuccessful, Mr, Ponder
entered the newspaper profession,
which he followed wstil the end of
hia Jife. After sorving as a repostor
on various Oocorgla pnﬂen. taclud.
ing the Atlaota Constitation, then.
cdiled by Heary W, Grady, he found-
ed phe Rome Courler, o Rome, Ga.
Ho scrved as oditor of this papor
until 1883, when bio weitt to Wash-
ington, serving two yoirs
Washington staff of the New York

- (Contthued on page 2, colamn 5.).

'J. D. Ponder Dies;
Once Times Editor

(Continged from Pago 1.)

Nlerald. He Ister worked on papers
+in Chicago, St. Louls and Houston, -
© in 1888 Mr. Ponder’s health begon
‘ta fall and he started for the f'a-
“¢ific vonst. Mopping off In £l Paso,
tapt. Juon N, Hart, publisher of The
#] Paso Timres at that time, per-
susided him 1o slay here long encugh
t edit a speclal edition of The
CThnes,

. Mr. Ponder Jiked Bl Paso so well
“ihat he stayed and became a nicmn-
ther of The Times's editorial staff.
Loter he becstne editor and gencral
mannger, acquiring stosk fn the|
seompany, and continued In gctive
jeharge auti) 1907, when ko disposed
-uf bis lntcrosts to Caploin Hart.

In Mareh, 1911, the county com-.
mimioogrs appointed him couoty
treasurer to fll) the vacancy éatiséd
hy the resignation of James W, Ma-
goffin, In the fail of 1012 he was
elected  county ircasurer, & post
which he fliled untll 3917, During |
the Charles Davis administration, |
1917 to 1923, he wao In charge of the |’
vity warchnuse.

In 1923, whon the Western Amerl-
can tpde fta first appearance, Mr.
Ponder's vame was lsted as’ editor.
He had the unlquo®spericnce of ad-
iting a Catholic publicatlon, al-
{thuugh he woas a Preshyterian him-
“self. He was confirmel in the Catd-|
-olic falth In May, 1925, two years
jufter assuming the editorship of the
| Weslern Ameriean, .

The wedding of Mr. Ponder and
Miss Fannie Gemoctd was svivar|
slzed. November 23, 1904, Mre.-Pon-
dee’s fatlior, F. L. Gemoets, &' natlve |/
of FRrapce, setiled I» Texay aficr.
taving served as an orderly in the
m:%o‘of Emperor Maximilian of
p ]

Alr. Ponder was always a ataunch
Democrat. He was an active mem-
her of the old “McGinty Club™. He was
nominated for judge of corpupation |
enurt, but refuscd tho nomination.
Noverthelosa, thie title of “Judge”
remained with bim thercafter, He
was a longtime member of Bl Paso
lodge of Elks, and was also a mom-
bor of the Bl Paso Ploneers® soclety.

Me. Ponnder was ane of the orgon-
lzors of the El Paso Chamber of
¥ and for s 1 yeéars was
uctive In its work. In 1919 ho pur-
chased the tWest Yslota Country
cluby, where the family had sineco re-
sided, although the clubl tins
heen leasod to others.
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