- PONSFORD

ssed on Monday, Morch 20, 2000. He
::s fhemh and youngast child of Kato ond
Honry: T. Ponsford who come to El Paso in
1897, wos bon hore on Novomber 3,
1911 Hd ottandod El Paso High School ond the
University of Arizona whore ho m: in civil

engwwzno ond loter bocame o Fellow and lifo

membor of the American Socioty of Civil
Enginoers At the Univensity of Asizona he was
a momber of Defte Chi social fraternity ond
Thota Tou profossionat inoaring Y.
Throughout his ‘high schoof ond college yaons
he_wos octive in various sports including
boicboll and bosketboll. He was recantly
honored for hoving lattersd in bosketboll ot the
University of Arizona in 1932, 1933 ond 1934. It
was olso while he wos g studont ot the
University of Arizono the! Georgo met fallow
studsnt  Mary Elizaboth glibbn Cowell. Thoy
married on Soptomber 77, 1936, in Tucson.
Goorge Pansford was a lifetime momber

Trinity Mathodist Church [now Trinity - First
United Methodist Church) where he served as
Choirman of the Officicl Board for two yoars.
Ho also servod on tho Boord of Trustees as
woll o¢ many ecommittess. Goorgo- -
sorved during World War [l for four ysars in
tho Army Corps of Engincers obtaining the
rank of Mcjor. Ho sorvad in the Europoan
Thoater and Rhinelond cnmpoi%;s. Ho wa
Battglion Commondor of the 220th Armorsd
Engineer Baticlion in the 20th Armored
Division. He graduoted from the Command
ond Gonorol Stoff School in 1944. Aftar tho war,
Geo!go ?ioinod‘his ‘_brothws in Pgnsforé

aclive in mony. communil -
prosidont of tho El Paso Chapter of the
* Associoted Ganeral Contractors of America
and wos prosiden) of the Bogrd of Directors of
the Tri-Stigta Crodit Associstion. He served on
the Boord of Directors of the El Paso Chamber
of Commeorco os wall as the Boord of tho El
Poso Boys Club, Goorgoe wos o founding
director of the El Paso Better Business Buroou.
Ho wos ¢ membor of Paso Dot Norte Post 59 of
tho American Logion. Ho wos-clso 0 member
of Jim's Lunch Club and o daily coffoe_group,
both of which meant 50 much to him. Georgo,
his four brothers and his fother were oll
mombars of Fratornity todge #1111, of the
Scomish Rite Bodios. Goorge wos a 32 deﬁm
membor of the Scottich Rite Bodies of which he
also

—wos " I ge TS,
belonged 1o the & Mgido " Shrine Templo.
Georgo Ponsford, his father and brothors buik
mony loce! lendmarks including the Sun Bowl
Stadium, tho Ploza Theotre and the W.W.
Turney rosidence, which later become the El
Pase Museum of Art on Montona, ond is today
the International Museum of Art. They clso
built the original heodquarters building in El
Paso for tho Stondord gil Company ot Texas,
huildin?s for Phelps—Dodge Refinery os well os
those for Southwost Irrigoted Cotton Growaers.
They olse bullt mony locol schools and
churchas including al{ thrae buildings of
Trinity=First UMC ond the First Presbyterion
Church. Tho Ponslords also buitt o High-Sfood
Rocket Sled Test Trock ot Holloman Air Force
Boso whith was 5/8 mile long and had to be
occurate within the thickness of o cigarette
. Goorgo Ponsford was praceded in’ decth
g: his wife of 55 yoors, Mory Elizabeth
(Libby} Cowell Ponsford. Ho was dlso
rocaded in dooth by his brothers Harfy,.
olter, Monnie cnd Albort Ponsford ond by
his sistors Dr. Poord Ponsford, Ruby Tapper
* and Lucile Tiilmon, He is survived by his
daughtcr ond son-in-low Mary Jo end Everon
Ma‘;gy of El Poso; his grondson, Kinn Malby of
Los Angeles: his grondoughters Kathy ond
Vicki Malby of Austin; his sister Scro, Wilsen;
and mony nisces ond nepl . Visitation will
be Thursdoy from 0:30 AM. to 9:30 AM. o
Hording=Orr & McDeniel Funeral Home.
Sorvicas will bo hold o 10:00 AM. on
Thursdey, Morch 23, ot Trinity—First United
Maothodist Church. Drs. Will Cotton, Brodeco
Elkins ond Eduardo Rivera will officiols.
Interment will ba af Evergreen Cemetory on
Alemedo. If desired, memevicls may be given
in momory of Goorge 'A. Ponsford to
Teinity=First United Methodist Church. -
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