Death Takes
Gity Builder
H. T. Ponsford Dies
At Age Of 75

Funeral arrangeménts are pend-
ing at the Barry Hagedon Funeral
‘Home for Henry Thomas Ponsford,
El Paso contractor and pioneer civ-
.ic leader.
| Mr. Ponsford died last night in/|

Vs hospital. He had been ill for sev-i;
|eral months. He was 75. i
! Mr. Ponsford's activities as a
‘builder were not confined to brick,
lstone and lumber. He took his.place
in the young days of El Paso in
!ei\-tc responsibilities and applied
ihlS principles of honesty -and ‘fair
'dealing to the character building
'problems of the City., He served on
‘numerols boards and was one of
{the organizers of the Y. M. C. A.
i Mr. Ponsford came to El Paso
iwith his wife and.three children in
‘March, 1897, from St. Thomas, Ont.,
Can., seeking ‘a @glimate for relief
from asthma. He was en route to]
Las Cruces, the town recommend-
ed by his doctor. He liked El Paso
at once,' stayed, and did not visit
%Las Cruces for a number of years
lafterward. A

A Canadian citizen  then, Mr.
Ponsford immediately applied for
American citizenship, when he de-
cided El Paso would be his home,
He “was a member of a family of
115 children. His father was a cop-
tractor in Southamptlon, Eng, Mr.
Ponsford had engétged in the build-
ing business in St. Thomas with
three brothers. He began contract-
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H#vVing ‘member of the International
iBrl layers Union holding a gold
{life Imembership’ card. The card
wa resented to him at a cere-
mony] in the Hussmann Hotel with
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'inﬁ, in E1 Pasa in 1901. He nruan-|
l ized| H. T. Ponsford and Sons 15|
3 ‘ : |

yeark. lalvfr.

i"iq‘siI to Bujld Homes
Mr. Pansford was the firsl man

in ‘}" Paso to build houses for home

buyéers on the basis of monthly

payments. It was his idea, based on

*H. T. Ponsford
entire life he had encouraged
as the secret of proper and
living.

i Ponsford was a strong friend
jupion labor and was the only

the mayor and leading El
‘,Citi.ze?ls  taking ’ part.

| Mr} Ponsford was a director in
1he‘ International Brick Co., owned
by | the Internalional Bricklayers

Paso

|Union, since ‘it was organized.



in El Paso, the Brazos..-Other

@ays include: the ¥. M. C. A,
ilner and Linden hotels, the

ydia Pattierson Institute, the
rinity Methodist Church, the
.| Turper home at .1301 Mon-
treet, the former W. W, Tur-
ome on Montana street, now

f the Protestant Southwest-
hildren’s Home board of di-
. He had sérved on the hoard
old El Paso. Children's Home,
dist orphanage and forerun-

f his pet ‘interésts. He took
‘pensonal interest in its affairs

ve much of his time to ad-
nd consultation in its opera-

“from 1922 to 1935.
: Ponsford 'was an honorary

was| a| director in the Flsst Federal
Savings and Loan Assn., and was
boagd{chairman. He was that insti-

built the first apartment]

tutionjs past president and served!
as its| president -when it was the|

irst Baptist Church. now the ,‘
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People’'s Building and Loan Assn.

inte jet in the church s progress and
gavd i generous support

were generous and carried on qu1et-

v ||
Hik |friends today spoke of Mr i
d's ‘“unswerving honesty”

ncompromising devotien-*to

unting and* in iprmer days

,hunln friends was the late ' Rev.
hex'c Knickerhocker, a pastor of
e-

onsford’s late wife, the for-]

ss Kate Jordan of St. Thom-

As, db ghter of an English sea cap-|

{tain, | was & native of Canterbury.
Kent| Eng. Mrs. Ponsford died in
March,| 1933.

i The¢

ouple's children are: Henry
}J Ponisford, Walter T. Ponsford,|
el - E. Ponsford, Albert - E.
ord and George A Ponsford

I rs Bennett M. Wllson and

Mrs Hprold Tillman, all of El Paso.




