Annie Berry, Well
KnownTo ElPaso
“Oldtimers”, Dies

Annic Berry, negress, known Lo all
El Paso’s oldtimers as Annie Ropne.).‘
is dead.

For 40 wyears, "0Oid Annie” bad
heen g familiar figure in El Paso.|
And for 25 years she had wielded
au uncanuy influence among Degro
voters of the city.

Oldtime police officers Seiurdm
expressed real regret when tha,)
heard that Annie died at midnight
Friday {n her home, 411 South Kan-
sas street,

Annle did the cooking for city jail
prisoners during mayor Tom Lea's
ndmlnlsirntton and, according to of-
flcrn she “wielded a wicked frying-
pan”. Seldom was a complaint pegis-
tcrcd among the prisoners about
Annie's| cooking, She preparcd the
meals at her home, and twice every
day she brought the food to the
police station.

f Wielded Power. i

Annie's power amoug the negroes
of the CIlV extended back tq the
“old days”, as veteran ol:c men
refer tq it." Back in the ’ nnie
operated a saloon in the lower part
of townl. She was possessed with two
rare qualities, generosity -and fight.
Whenever a negro attempted to
‘put_anything over” on Annie/ she
usuall;]fnt the best of thearguihent.
She could, whip any two negroés In
town, it was said, and there Wwere
none who disputed her claims.

Annie’s word was her hond when-
ever she had occasion to go to police
headquarters to intercede for other
negroes, who had fallen mtoT the
clutches of the law. ;

Word Was Bond i
+ “I. haye|'been on dury dozens ofI
times. v*hen Annie came .down to
‘help “sgmeone out.. Whenever| she
agreed tao have the culprit at épurt;
we held Thzir word as good.as a. b nk— |

LS. C Houston said Sat-
{fd 0 i i

'€ ourt at- thc‘uppulnted hour.
no mat er “h,at the cxrcumslanccs

! bond.

|a negmrlo vole:a certnln

m:eant Jf.l!1 lnothcr \otu

I'side. negroes, al m,

'excaptlo ; obeyed: her‘ wishes.
llbuq {

uslts
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