Francisco St.

erated, and many :others.
© Watts came to El Paso in 1884
uncle, Sylvester Watts, who built
the town's first water “works. ‘He
worked as a collector and soon: be-
came acquninted with everyone in
town, 'from tycoons to gamblers,
from high- born hdles to. lponlng
girls. -~

Watts was oOne of the chmer
members_of the McGinty Club;
which was organized about 1890 and
(lasted until. about 1905.: The club
}wau primarily a _mugical_organiza..
tion, comprised of the concert band,
brass band, choir, orchestra, drum|
‘and * fif& corps, tipica orchestra,

cohr.” . —.

GOT WET

Watts was secretary‘of the
which maintained a clubhouse,

on West Franklin Street: It was

banjo. troubadours- and maenner-

called Ft. McGinty, atop a sand hill}

~Continned en Page 11, Col. §
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James Watts, Mchty Club
Member, Dies Here At 83-

© James J. Watts, 83 believed to? be the last surviving member of
the famed McGinty Club, died Thursday in his hame at 305'4 San

—53

With him dled. many vlvid memories of the lusty El Paso that was,
— memories of McGinty Club antics, the town's f{irst water works (for
which he worked), the gunmen who made El Paso thelr hcadquartcrs
the stage coach:line he once op-| o

.

| James Watts,

vy

| EP Pioneer 5
' Dies At 8§m o

12T, 4{..- S S S mm"

(Con!lnlei from Page 1)

there that the club entertalned a
group of rainmakers who eamae to
IEl Paso to bring'rain to the eom-
munity. The rainmakers failed, but
gRot wet anyway — Watts and hig
friends turned a hosé on them from
the rafters.of Ft, McGinty. .

-John Selmnn constable of Pre-
cinel 1 and Hller of the Wm’

Frovets N . :
i Weslev--Hardim~way a good r!end
of Watts.'

In an interview two years ago,
IWatts said, “John Selman wasn't
latraid of anvbody. And that's say~
ing a lot, because El Paso in those
days was the place outlaws and bad
men came to get another notch on
their pistols. But Uncle John faced
them all down.”

While working for the water
works he acquired a stage coach
line that operated from Pioneer
Plaza to Old Fort Bliss and the
Smelter. Coaches made three round

mu’dny charging 50 _ mif-‘ one
way for passengers. .

-.Watls. believed. he was the only
mantofmthodrlwnp!ltollotln
enraged Bass Outlaw "and llve to
te'" about it. In. the lnurvlew. he

sald: , |
wu?ﬁm pe"r%‘e% Ewu'* ',“,f:}

man when sober, but when drunk
he was a killer,

. “One day he and Ed Dowd...l
conductor for the GH & SA, came
to town and-got drunk and shot
up the Gem Variety Theater. Next,
day some friends gtame to'sre and
asked me to help ﬂnd wd, that
if they could get him out of town
he wouldn't lose his job.

AT A T e S e e

*‘I wen} in the Wlpum “Saloon -nd
'there .was Bass, drinking at the
bar. I walked up to him and asked
him if he'd seen Dowd. - -

. “He ‘didn't say snything, I um
him again, and suddenly he
his plstols and poked them ri(ht
- bellye M. Fo.MeClaln, .9
ran the saloon, saw It and got be-
tween us, and, nothing happcngd s
Watts had an excellent memdry
and™ was a source of Information
for many students of history. He
contributed materially to the series
‘Bt articles currently running in the
'Sunday editions of The El Paso
'Times by "Cleofas Calleros.’ -

Funeral arrangements were under




