SANTIAGO HERO
DIES IN EL PASO

Man Who Received a Medal
From Congress, Passes
Away Here.

One of the men who ‘'carried & mes-
page to Garcia” during the Spanish
swar, the particular one who by swim-
ming with a rope from a sinking ship
gaved the lives of 450 Spanlards and so
stirred to admiration two nations, died
Friday afternoon in an Kl Paso hos-
pital. His name was Frank Wertane
and he was a sailor.

In the passing of Frank Wertane at

the age of 36 years, goes one of the
Spanish war's most noted heroes.'F‘or
higs bravery before Santiago he was
voted 2 medal of honor by congress
gnd all Spain and the United States
ihatled him as a heyo. Refugees from
‘the sinking Maria Teresa were saved
from a sure death by the Ameriican sea-
man's act. He swam to the shore witha
Jope between his teeth, and 250 lives
were saved when the boat was drawn
b,.ﬂ;BhOl‘Q. .
" frank Wertane was a sallor nearly
his life long. By birth and rearing he
wag a In, coming.to Americd at an
early age. He served two enlistments
¢n the United States navy, and was a
gunner on one of admiral Sampson's
gunboats at the ttme of his fame. Be-
gides the Santiago occurrence, Wertane
go distinguishei himself on otfer oc-
caalons that he possessed a number
of bravery decorations, one from pres-
ident McKinley. himself. ! ‘

‘Wertane was a saloonkeeper in El
Paso, owner of El Popular bar at 924
fiouth Bl Paso street. ¥e came here &
few years ago from Alamogordo, N. M.,
where he married, Surviving is a
:wldow. He had ne relatives in Amer-
co. ¥y ’ o

No funeral arrangements have been
made by Peak & Lypns, in charge of.
the Pod-y. o




