Maryw&/oods Rn ﬁest F.l Paso Negro, Diej'
‘Woman Who Was Born a® T ‘

Slave Leaves an Estates,
- Worth $160,0Q0.

- Mary. Wooda, El Paso's wealthlest
negro woman, died at 11 oclock Satur.
. day morning at .her home. 1620l Wyom-
ing street, after a long"’ fllness,;

Mary. Woods was one of thei tharace
ters of old El Paso. She wag an ex-.
slave from 'Mlssouri, where she was
gaid to have heen the house servant of
the Velar family before the war.. She
came top Bl Pas¢ after the war iand was
merried. to John Woods, wh;l was a |

constalile' here following the divil war
nnd terwara conducted a ! grocery
¢ oh Fl Pasgo street, 'rogeﬁher they
bough the' little adobg® houde whick
\ the couner of Mills stréet (then
t. street) and Méga avenue. They
‘:ald $3600 -for the house and, groupnd,
he abgtract shows. That was/ 20 years
azo. a i thg property is now yvalued atl
S 12-story concrete and
atéei' uﬂdlng to be erectell. on the
alte of the on‘,e me adobe house by -
'Ig C mercla. Natiosnal bank’ to cost
Atte " her husband died, the aged.
negre always declined to ;sell the i
downt Fwn property. Several years ago °
‘she ldased the building which no
stands/on the site to A. [W. Bjt ick. Ré-
cently| thig lease was renawed to;ﬁa

eriod| of 75 years by -Mr, Bittiok,
8 assdclated with the Commepcial
tional| in the construction ofl the 12-
office and bank bullding. ’
: oods had two brothérs lh/ing
in eflerickdtown, Mo, nd ‘two

El{ Paso. She mafle a will
efore’ she dled, alth ug‘} the

<
°

co)nt ts| of it have not been nmade [pub-
he, esta e is valued at| $100,000. '
ocds, 8 2ew, care:

her
and attended to her usiness t r h?f ’
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