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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

The year 1958 should be one of 
continued attainment for the El Paso 
Historical Society if together we build 
upon the foundations established by 
the officers and members during the 
past four years. In order to do this, it 
is vital that we strengthen and enlarge 
our activities in each of the three fields 
outlined in our charter: ( 1) historical 
research and promotion; ( 2) publica
tion of important findings; and ( 3) 
the preservation of monuments and 
other items of historical value. With 
this in mind, I should like to make 
some suggestions about our program 
for your consideration. 

by Jack C. Vowell, Jr. 

JACK C. VOWELL, }R. 

The Society has reached a stage in its growth where it would be wise to 
consider the development of a long-range policy for systematic research into the 
past happenings of this region. As a nucleus for this type of activity there are 
already in operation thirteen committees each dealing with various aspects of 
our historical heritage. These committees have done yeoman service in providing 
the membership with fine programs in earlier years and will, I feel certain, con
tinue to do so. There is a need, however, to collect together the information so 
far obtained in order that we may not only utilize these facts as a basis for 
further research but at the same time avoid useless duplication of effort. One 
important project on which we might well lay more stress is the recording of 
the remembrances of our pioneer citizens. Often, verbal information of this kind 
can provide us with solutions to problems concerning our past which cannot be 
answered by recourse to written records. 

In the area of promotion, we should be constantly on the alert for op
portunities which will allow us to make people more aware of the rich historical 
heritage of the El Paso region. If any of the membership has ideas concerning 
ways in which we may promote a greater knowledge and understanding of our 
local history, I hope that he will not hesitate to inform the Board of Directors 
so that we may better carry on our work in this important field. 
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In addition to research and promotion, another part of the Society's pro
gram is to publish important findings dealing with the El Paso area. Here we 
have been most successful in the development and publication of PASSWORD, 
one of the outstanding journals of local history in our nation. There is no doubt 
that the high quality of this magazine has been largely responsible for the good 
reputation of the Society nationally. In a real sense, PASSWORD is our envoy 
carrying the message of the El Paso Historical Society to readers all over the 
country, and we should do everything possible to maintain the high standards 
which its editorial board has established. 

Finally, something should be said about the preservation of objects of his
torical significance. Our work on this field is somewhat limited by the lack of a 
permanent home and by a scarcity of funds. We will have to live with these 
problems for several years to come, but there is no reason why our organization 
cannot continue to promote the preservation of historical monuments. Moreover, 
it is not too early to start thinking and planning for projects which we may be 
able to bring to fulfillment at some future date. 

As we enter this new year, I want to affirm my conviction that the next 
twelve months should be a period of progress and growth for the El Paso His
torical Society. I can assure you that all of the officers and director~ will do 
their utmost to transform this belief into reality. 
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THE 
EL PASO 
TIN MINE 

by Conrey Bryson 

Few persons realize that El Paso was once the center of tin production in 
the United States. TheEl Paso tin mine, situated some twelve miles north of the 
city on the eastern slope of the Franklin Mountains, operated less than two years, 
but it gave the United States during that short period its only production of 
metallic tin. 

The discovery of a deposit of tin in the United States had long been con
sidered important news, as this country has never been a substantial producer of 
that metal. A story was widely circulated to the effect that the federal govern
ment offered a standing reward for the discovery of a tin mine that could be 
worked at a profit. The United States Geological Survey took pains to scotch this 
rumor in its pamphlet on the production of tin in 1911. The pamphlet stated 
that the source of the rumor was unknown, but that the government did not 
offer and, so far as the survey knew, had never offered such a reward. 1 

Nevertheless, the existing belief in a government reward combined with 
the absence of operating tin mines in the United States caused considerable ex
citement when the discovery of tin in the Franklin Mountains was reported in 
the closing years of the nineteenth century. The first government report on the 
subject listed the date of discovery as 1899,2 but an article in the El Paso Herald 
in 1910 gave a more detailed account of the discovery and listed an earlier date. 
According to the Herald a Captain Woodyard was prospecting for gold in 1896 
in the vicinity of Mundy Springs. He took some of his samples to County Sur
veyor Parker who noticed in the ore what seemed to be iron. Parker tested the 
metal and found it to be tin. Captain Woodyard returned to the site and tried 
to find a vein of the metal, but without success. A few years later, stated the 
Herald, an El Paso mining man named H. Morton did some exploratory work 
and again discovered tin.3 This may be the discovery referred to in the govern-
ment report. · 

The area which eventually comprised the tin mine properties consisted of 
3,520 acres in seven tracts, patented by the state ot Texas to S. H. Wilson, T. 

'"The Production of Tin in 1911," United States Geological Survey Bulletin (Wash
ington, 1912) . 

'W. H. Weed, "The El Paso Tin Deposits;· USGS Bulletin No. 178 (Washington, 
1901). 

'EI Paso Herald, April 23, 1910. 

-4-



P. Moad, B. H. Davis, and J. H. Bate. The area is not legally described as sec
tions but patents 27, 28, 65, 139, and 160. The five and one-half sections are 
located in the area of Mundy Springs between townships 1 and 2 about twelve 
miles north of the city of El Paso.4 

Sometime in 1899, B. H. Davis, Lamar Davis, and others joined with C. 
R. Morehead to form the Florilla Mining Company for the purpose of ex
ploiting the tin deposits) The company first took steps towards getting an of
ficial appraisal of the properties. In December, 1900, specimens of the ore were 
submitted to the United States Geological Survey for examination. They proved 
to contain abundant cassiterite or tin oxide, the principal ore for the production 
of tin. The Survey reported that "in view of the infrequency of well authen
ticated occurances of tin ore in the United States, it was judged wise to have 
their prevalence and manner of occurance verified at the earliest opportunity."6 

The "earliest opportunity" came within a month, according to a USGS 
bulletin: "In January of 1901, Mr. W. H. Weed [of the USGS] had occasion 
to pass through El Paso, and he was instructed to make a reconnaisance examina
tion of the locality whence the specimens were said to have come." This bul
letin, which published Weed's report, is evidently the first published notice of 
the El Paso tin deposits. Weed's report was republished two years later in an
other USGS publication, Contributions to Economic GeographyJ It described C. 
R. Morehead as the owner of the properties and the writer's host during his El 
Paso visit. Weed found that a 35-foot shaft, about five by ten feet across, 
showed a well defined vein of excellent ore, extending down for about eight 
to fifteen feet from the surface. At that point a slip or fault crossed the shaft, 
cutting out the ore. After describing the nature of the various veins of ore, Weed 
offered a conclusion that has caused developers to return again and again to the 
properties: "The character of the fissures and the nature of the ore both indi
cate that the veins are the result of deep-seated agencies, and not merely segrega
tions due to descending surface water. For this reason it is believed that further 
exploration will develop well-defined tin veins." 

The next published comment on the El Paso tin deposits is found in a 1905 
report by G. B. Richardson, also of the United States Geological Survey. Rich
ardson reported that a frame cabin had been built near a feeble spring about a 
quarter of a mile southeast of the main prospect and served as a working base 
for the properties.s Four years later the same writer again visited El Paso and 

'Records in the office of County Tax Assessor-Collector, El Paso County, Texas. 
'Charles A. Dinsm01e, "Tin Quartz Mining and Smelting in Texas," The Mining 

World, December 31, 1910. 
'"Letter of Transmittal," USGS Bu/Jetin No. 178. 
'USGS Bu/Jetin No. 213, 1903. 
'USGS Bulletin No . 285, 1905. 
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reported that "developments has not gone much further than scraping the sur
face along the veins for a few hundred feet and sinking a few shallow pits." 

The report also made mention of some superficial prospecting done in 
1906 and 1907, but noted that the results were unimportant. Richardson con
cluded his report with the remark: "Present results do not warrant a predic
tion as to the future of this field; it may or may not prove to be of considerable 
value. The chief question concerns the abundance of ore, which can be deter
mined only by further work. Conditions, however, appear to ;,.,arrant intel
ligently directed developments, and the entire granite outcrop might well be 
prospected for new occurances of tin ore."9 Thus the problem facing the devel
opers of the El Paso tin properties was that of assembling enough capital to 
undertake extensive explorations. 

An attempt to solve this problem was made early in 1909, when Lamar 
Davis, one of the partners with C. R. Morehead in the Florilla Mining Com
pany, made a trip to the east for the announced purpose of enlisting eastern 
capital in the El Paso mining venture.lO One result of the trip was that Regis 
Chauvenet, President and Professor of Chemistry and Metallurgy at the Col
orado College of Mines and one of the outstanding metallurgical chemists in 
the nation, visited El Paso in March, 1910,11 and inspected the tin deposits . 
In April he published an account of his finding in Mines and Minerals. He 
wrote in part: "Having seen every locality where tin has been found in the 
United States, I am prepared to say that the El Paso tin prospects surpasses 
them all, and is in fact the only one of importance that has come under my 
notice." 12 

Before giving such wide-spread publicity to his appraisal, however, Profes
sor Chauvenet very likely contacted his brother, S. H. Chauvenet, a capitalist 
of Sheridan, Pennsylvania. Be that as it may, the brother entered into a contract 
with the Florilla Mining Company. The contract provided for the organization 
of a new corporation for developing the El Paso tin deposits.13 Consequently, 
on September 24, 1909, The El Paso Tin Mining and Smelting Company was 
incorporated under the laws of Texas, with S. H. Chauvenet as president and 
C. R. Morehead, vice president.14 The firm was organized with a capital stock 

"G. B. Richardson, "EJ Paso Folio," USGS Atlas No. 166. 
"EI Paso Herald, January 23, 1909. 
"Ibid. , March 14, 1910. 
"Quoted in Ibid. , April 23, 1910. 
"Plea and answer of C. R. Morehead, et a!, in suit of State National Bank of El 

Paso vs. EJ Paso Tin Mining and Smelting Company et a!, December 22, 1915. In En· 
velope No. 13092, records of 41st District Court, EJ Paso. 

"Letter to the author from Zollie W. Steakley, Secretary of State, State of Texas, 
July 30, 1957. 
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of $700,000 of which half was subscribed within a month.15 The company 

, began operations immediately and by mid-October, 1909, was employing fifty 
men. Walter E. Koch, an El Paso mining-engineering consultant, was employed 
as the general manager and he announced that a mill would be operating within 
three months and that tin shipments would begin in four months.I6 

Actually the development was somewhat slower than Mr. Koch predicted. 
Nevertheless, on April 23, 1910, the El Paso Herald spread a banner headline 
across its mining section: "EL PASO HAS THE ONLY TIN MINE IN THE 
COYNTRY." The accompanying article announced that C. R. Canby, former 
superintendent of the El Paso Smelter, had completed plans for the mill. After 
quoting the laudatory remarks of Professor Chauvenet, the Herald quoted Pro
fessor Arthur Lake, a Denver geologist. Writing in Mining Science Professor 
Lake had said: "Up to the present time, there is not a working tin mine in the 
country. Now, we seem likely to have one. This tin prospect is located in the 
Franklin Mountains, 12 miles north of El Paso, Texas." Professor Lake, accord
ing to the Herald, had visited the tin mine a few years earlier with W. H . 
Britton, a millionaire manufacturer of tin plate, and both believed it would 
develop into a good mine. 

On August 22, 1910, the Herald's mmmg section reported that the tin 
mill had been completed and was preparing to ship the first El Paso-made tin to 
eastern markets. First, however, the tin was to be honored by a local display. 
The El Paso County Fair, held in November, 1910, had among its attractions 
a "Hall of Minerals and Metals," and among the displays was a block of El 
Paso-made tin.J7 Then, on December 5, 1910, one ton of pig tin was shipped 
from El Paso to Philadelphia and two more tons were ready for shipment. The 
mine was said to be operating in eight veins with the largest down to a depth '-
of seventy feet. 18 Incidentally, this was the first indication in the press that a 
mill as well as a smelter was in operation at the El Paso tin mine. 

The shipment of the American-produced tin attracted considerable atten
tion in mining circles throughout the country. On December 31, 1910, The 
Mining World carried an extensive report on the El Paso mine, mill, and 
smelter. The article was written by Charles A. Dinsmore of El Paso, who later 
edited the El Paso Mining Journal. 19 Dinsmore gave several reasons for his 
optimism concerning the El Paso mine-immense quantities of ore, uniformity 
of values in the veins, stability of the veins, and the large amount of ores 

"The Mininf( World, October 16, 1909. 
"'EI Paso Herald, October 11, 1909. 
"Ibid., November 1, 1910. 
"Ibid. , December 7, 1910. 
"A few issues of this magazine are on file in the El Paso Library. 
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contained in the geological formations known as "lenses." Continuing, Mr. 
Dinsmore stated that "In one lens on vein number 4, there were 20 tons of 
20-per cent ore, and in another not 40 feet further on there were ten tons 
of 20-per cent." He noted, however that President S. H. Chauvenet did not 
completely share this optimism but still considered the mine "a prospect" and 
would so conduct the operations for some time.2o 

4 

As a sort of apology, Walter E. Koch, manager of the smelter, explained 
in an article in the Engineering and Mining Journal why it was necessary to 
build both mill and smelter while prospects were still somewhat uncertain. "As 
every tin miner knows," wrote Mr. Koch, "it is difficult to sample and assay 
a tin prospect. Large samples of ten to twenty tons are needed, and there is no 
mill in the southwest suited to the treatment of tin ores." After describing the 
milling operation designed by Mr. Canby, Koch reported on the quality of the 
product reaching his smelter: "The concentrate assays about 60-per cent tin, and 
goes to the smelter and refining pot; but the tin is so pure that it scarcely needs 
refining, as the ores are free from arsenic, copper, and other impurities except 
a little iron which is easily kept out. No fluxes are used; the concentrate is 
mixed with 12-per cent of New Mexico anthracite and the quantity of the lost 
in smelting is small. The tin is run into 100-pound ingots."2t 

But these evidences of the successful launching of a new industry disap
peared suddenly after 1911. The 1912 El Paso City Directory no longer listed 
the El Paso Mining and Smelting Company, and stories of the company disap
peared from the El Paso newspapers and the mining journals. As for how much 
tin was actually produced by the mine, mill, and smelter, we must rely upon 
official reports of the United States Geological Survey. According to a Survey 
bulletin the El Paso mine produced five tons of metallic tin in 1911.22 By 1917 
the mine was listed as having been in the hands of the receiver for several years 
and as having produced eight tons of high grade tin ingots before ceasing 
operations. 23 

This, then, was the complete production of the El Paso tin mine-eight 
tons of high grade tin ingots or 160 hundred-pound pigs. Against the ~orld 
production of 122,752 tons in 1911, the El Paso production was insignificant. 
Significant, however, was the fact that aside from Alaska the El Paso tin mine 
gave the United States its only production of metallic tin during the year or 

20Charles A. Dinsmore, "Tin Quartz Mining and Smelting in Texas,"" The Mining 
World, December 31, 1910, 1237 en passin. 

"January 21, 1911. 
"Frank L. Hess, "The Production of Tin in 1911,"" USGS Bulletin, 1912. 
"Adolph Knopf, '"Tin in 1917," Ibid., 1918. 
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two it operated.24 The questions remain, therefore why did the El Paso tin 
mine cease operations after so many indications of success? 

The scarcity of tin ore deposits in the United States has placed a false 
perspective on the rewards for mining it. The price of the metal is not large in 
view of the difficulties in discovering, mining, and smelting the ore. In 1911, 
the year of the El Paso tin mine's final operations, the highest price quoted for 
tin on the New York market was 48.50 cents a pound. The average price for 
the year was only 42.68 cents a pound.25 At that figure the 160 pigs of tin 
shipped from El Paso brought only $6,828.80, hardly a sizable income for a 
firm with an investment of $150,000 and a payroll of from thirty to fifty 
persons. 

Meager though the financial returns of the mine may have been, evidence 
indicates that its operations might have been continued, or renewed, had it not 
been for a disagreement among the officials and stockholders of the company. 
These disagreements became public knowledge before the end of 1915. On July 
2 of that year the El Paso Tin Mining and Smelting Company forfeited its 
rights to do business in the state of Texas for failure to pay its franchise taxes.26 

Six months later, on December 18, the State National Bank of El Paso filed 
suit against the company, against C. R. Morehead, vice president and acting 
president of the company, and against Lamar Davis, W. H. Winter, and James 
H. Parker as directors. The suit alleged that S. H. Chauvenet, president of the 
company, "has been without the jurisdiction of this court for several years past." 
The suit was for the recovery of principal and interest on three notes, two dated 
April 13, 1913, for $12,227.18 and $112.72, and the other dated July 5, 1913, 
for $590.15. The 1913 notes were made by the company through S. H. Chauv
enet, president, and W. H. Winter, secretary, to C. R. Morehead. Morehead 
had endorsed the notes to the State National Bank of which he was president. 
The 1915 note was made to the State National Bank by the company through 
C. R. Morehead and W. H. Winter. The bank alleged in its suit that the notes 
were long overdue and asked judgment.27 

The plaintiff's petition claimed that work at the mine, mill and smelter 
had been suspended for several years and that the property was lying idle and 
rapidly deteriorating. The plantiff asked that the property be placed in the hands 

"Frank L. Hess., loc. cit. 
"Idem. 
26Letter to the author from Zollie W. Steakley, Secretary of State, State of Texas, 

July 30, 1957. 
"Plaintiff's original petition, State National Bank of El Paso vs. El Paso Tin Min

ing and Smelting Company et al, December 18, 1915. Envelope 13092, records of the 41st 
District Court, El Paso, Texas. 
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of a receiver and cut up and sold in parcels, thereby paying off the indebtedness 
of the company without selling or sacrificing that portion of the property upon 
which the improvements were located. Judge P.R. Price of the 41st District 
Court ordered a hearing for December 21, 1915, to show cause why .a receiver 
should not be appointed.2s 

Within the next few days two answers to the suit were filed, one by At
torney W. H. Winter as a defendent in the case and also as a representative of 
President S. H. Chauvenet and other stockholders of the company. The other 
plea and answer was filed by C. R. Morehead and Lamar Davis as defendents 
and by members of the Lamar and Charles Davis families as stockholders. The 
two answers show clearly that a quarrel had developed between the El Paso 
stockholders and the eastern investors who owned a majority of the stock. 

Winter's answer denied many of the allegations listed in the State National 
Bank petition. It denied that President Chauvenet had been without the juris
diction of the court for several years and listed his residence as Kingston, New 
York. It also denied that the properties of the firm were in decay, and refused 
to accept the proposition that the land should be parceled out and sold for 
sufficient money to pay off the indebtedness, leaving improvements free for 
further operation. Winter's answer further listed a number of claims against 
the company by the stockholders whom he represented, and a claim of $1,500 
by Winter himself for services performed as an attorney for the company. 
Except the attorney fee, the claims were in the form of promissory notes dated 
April 26, 1913, the same date as the notes listed in the petition of the State 
National Bank. These notes and the notes to Morehead indicate that in April, 
1913, the company had asked its stockholders to make further investments by 
means of promissory notes in proportion to their share holdings. In addition, 
Winter protested the petition for a receivership, calling it expensive and unnec
essary. He proposed instead that the president and directors, acting as trustees 
under Article 1206 of the Civil Statutes of Texas, be permitted to sell the 
property, pay the company's debts, and distribute the remainder pro raJa to the 
stockholders. He pointed out that three-fifths of the total stock of the company 
was held by easterners and that five-sevenths of the stockholders favored his 
plan to that of receivership.29 

On the following day, December 22, 1915, C. R. Morehead and Lamar 
Davis as defendents joined members of the Davis family as stockholders and 
filed a plea and answer. This angry rejoinder showed still further the split that 
had developed between the eastern stockholders and the El Paso group. The 

"Ibid. Judge's order written on plaintiff's petition, December 18, 1915. 
29Ibid. Plea and answer of W . H . Winter. 
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plea began with the statement that if Winter had rendered any service at all, it 
was as attorney for S. H. Chauvenet and the eastern stockholders, and not as an 
attorney for the company. The plea further pointed out that under the provi
sions of the company's charter the business should have been carried out in 
such manner as to fufill the contract between the old Florilla Mining Company 
and Chauvenet, dated March 4, 1909. This contract, according to the plea, 
provided that the development of the property should be conducted in as expert 
a manner as possible and that the operation should be diligently prosecuted 
withou_t cessation. Chauvenet and his associates, it was asserted, had control of 
both the majority of the stock and of the board of directors of the company 
but had failed and refused "diligently [to J prosecute without cessation the 
operations of said mine, mill, and smelter, but for several years since had closed 
down operations and have not since operated same."30 

Omitting much of the plea and answer it is only necessary to note that 
Judge Price accepted Morehead's opinion that there could be no reconciliation 
between the two groups of stockholders. Consequently, on December 24, 1915, 
the El Paso Tin Mining and Smelting Company was placed in receivership with 
B. L. Farrar named as receiver. On March 7, 1916, the receiver submitted to the 
court his inventory of the properties. In addition to 3,520 acres of land he listed 
a surprising amount of mining, milling, and smelting property; surprising, that 
is, because the property had not been in use for some four years. The listing of 
the properties takes up three legal size pages in the court records.31 

Throughout the years 1916 and 1917 Farrar reported several attempts to 
gain some revenue from his receivership. On March 24, 1917, he asked per
mission to sell the entire property at auction. This permission was refused but 
a year later, on September 11, 1917, he again asked permission to sell the 
property and permission was granted. The auction was held on December 4, 
1917, on the steps of El Paso's new county court house. The successful bidders 
at $21,000 were headed by C. N. Bassett, official of the State National Bank. 
Bassett's ownership was listed as 15/60 of the total property. Others in the 
group of successful bidders included members of the Davis family who had 
been associated with Morehead in the mining venture.32 

The receiver made his final report on February 28, 1918. In addition to 
the $21,000 from the sale, he reported various other items of income. A cactus 
reduction firm paid $1,390 for gathering rights to sotol plants. Grazing leases 

"Ibid. Plea and answer of C. R. Morehead. 
"Inventory of Receiver B. L. Farrar, March 7, 1918. In envelope 13092, records of 

41st District Court, El Paso, Texas. 
"Ibid. 
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and other small items made the total income from the property $22,531.87. 
From this amount the receiver was able to pay all the notes listed in the State 
National Bank suit and in Winter's petition and all expenses of the receiver
ship. Thus the case of the State National Bank vs. El Paso Tin Mining and 
Smelting Co. et al was closed.33 

After the receivership and public sale the tin mine properties remained und
er the control of C. N . Bassett, the principal owner, until his death when they 
became a part of the Bassett estate under the direction of the Trust Department 
of the State National Bank. Several grazing leases and rentals were made 
through the years, the most important being a lease to W . W. Threadgill who 
erected a windmill at the site of the mill to supply water for his large herd of 
goats.34 There were, however, frequent discussions as to the possibility of op
erating the mine again. John G. Barry, mining engineer and former president 
of Texas College of Mines, now Texas Western College, made a survey of the 
properties for the Bassett estate sometime in the 'thirties. His report concurred 
largely with those of the United States Geological Survey.3s 

When for the second time in half a century the United States found itself 
in a world war, the pressing problem of a lack of tin again presented itself. 
Most Americans today recall the tin reclaiming programs and the appearance 
of glass containers instead of tin cans on the grocery shelves. The federal gov
ernment constructed a tin smelter at Texas City, Texas, for the smelting of 
imported tin ore but with the hope that domestic supplies of tin would be dis
covered. In El Paso engineer Charles C. Cragin, then vice president of the El 
Paso Natural Gas Company and now retired, headed a group which undertook 
once again to exploit the tin resources of the abandoned mine. On July 20, 
1942, the State National Bank Trust Department entered into a lease, granting 
half the mineral rights in the tin mine to Cragin and others.36 

Cragin and his group put down a hundred-foot shaft, went through 200 
feet of drift, and took out about seven tons of 35-percent cassiterite or tin oxide. 
The work was financed by $10,000 put up by the Cragin group and $14,000 
borrowed from the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. The ore was shipped to 
the Texas City smelter which reported it to be about 11/2 per cent pure -tin, 
rich enough for further production. But exploration which continued under the 
direction of a minerals expert from the Kennecott Copper Company proved 

" Ibid. Receiver's final report. 
" Interview with R. W . McAfee and Walter W. Scott, State National Bank, July 17, 

1957. 
" Letter to the author from John G. Barry, Grand Junction, Colorado, August 6, 

1957. 
" Lease papers on file in the Trust Department of the State National Bank, El Paso. 
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EL PASO TIN MILL 
as pictured in "The Mining World, " December. 31, 1910 

that the seven veins of tin scattered in all directions, playing out and then show
ing up again. Cragin's group thus decided that the cost of producing and 
shipping the ore, even at a premium price, was too great to warrant further 
effort and the work was abandoned. 

But hope for a rich tin strike has not ended. Some of the earliest reports 
on the El Paso tin deposits compared them with those of Cornwall, England. 
Tin had been mined from shallow depths in Cornwall by the ancient Britons, 
but the mines became important commercial producers only after reaching a 
depth of some three thousand feet.37 Too, Bolivia's rich deposits were as scanty 
as those of El Paso when they were first worked and it was not until the shafts 
went much deeper that the veins were found to come together for a deposit 
which makes Bolivia one of the chief suppliers of tin ore. Weighing the evi
dence, Mr. Cragin told his writer, "If I had a hundred thousand dollars I could 
afford to risk, I'd go down a thousand feet and try to find the place where all 
seven veins come together. It would take at least a hundred thousand to explore 
it properly."38 This, Mr. Cragin believes, may yet come to pass. Meanwhile he 
and his group continue to hold the mineral rights lease. 

The latest plans for the tin mine property, however, is to make it into a 
park of the City of El Paso. The State National Bank has offered to lease the 
property to the city with an option to buy. Several names have been suggested 
for the park and among them should certainly be "Tin Mine Park" to com
memorate what was the only tin mine in the United States ever to be developed 
to the point of mining, milling, and smelting. 

37C. Thomas in The Mininf!. W orld, December 3, 1910. 
"Interview with C. C. Cragin, July 17, 1957. 
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THE 
JOURNAL OF 
EBENEZER HANNA 

INTRODUCTION 

by Martin H. Hall 

During the early part of 1862 the Confederacy made an effort to seize and 
occupy the vast territory of New Mexico which, at that time, included what is 
today the states of Arizona and New Mexico. The groundwork had been laid 
by Lt. Col. John R. Baylor who, with a detachment of the 2nd Regiment Texas 
Mounted Rifles, occupied Fort Bliss, Texas, for his government during the first 
week of July, 1861. Forty miles to the north lay Fort Fillmore, New Mexico, 
which was garrisoned by a numerically superior Union army. Rather than await 
any possible offensive action from that quarter, Baylor boldly advanced, fought 
a minor skirmish at the town of Mesilla, and subsequently captured the entire 
Union force. With this stroke, all of southern New Mexico (known at that time 
as Arizona) was brought under the control of the Confederate States. 

For several years the people of Arizona, avowedly Southern in their sym
pathies, had been agitating for separate territorial stl\tus. Baylor satisfied their 
desires by creating the territory of Arizona with himself as military governor. 
His actions were later sustained by the Confederate government in Richmond. 

Even before Baylor had begun his offensive into southern New Mexico, 
Major Henry Hopkins Sibley, a regular army officer stationed in the territory, 
had resigned his commission and made his way to Richmond to offer his serv
ices. While at the capital, Sibley talked with President Davis and convinced 
him of the advantage and the apparent ease of attaching New Mexico to the 
Confederacy. Davis commissioned Sibley a brigadier general and instructed him 
to proceed to Texas where, in cooperation with the Texas authorities, he was to 
raise a brigade for the campaign. The conquest of New Mexico, however, ·was 
but a preliminary operation, for Sibley's ultimate aim was the capture of Cali
fornia. The general knew that there were many Confederate sympathizers in 
southern California and he believed that if he once got his army into that 
region, volunteers would flock to his banner. With his force thus augmented, 
he reasoned that he would have sufficient strength to conquer the remainder of 
the state. The conquest of California by the Confederacy would, of course, have 
had far reaching effects on the course, and possibly, the .outcome of the war. 

In mid-August, 1861, Sibley reached San Antonio where he established 
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his headquarters and set about re
cruiting three regiments of cavalry. 
The general soon found that the 
raising of troops proceeded slower 
than expected because many of the 
companies called out by the govern
or were understrength. In addition 
there was a great deal of competi
tion for recruits from other regi
ments for service east of the Missis
sippi. By the end of October, 
1861, Sibley had finally completed 
the organization and brief training 
of his brigade. His force consisted 
of three regiments: Colonel James 

Upper Rio Grande Reiley's 4th Texas Volunteer Caval-
ry, the 5th Texas Volunteer Cavalry, commanded by Colonel Tom Green, and 
the 7th Texas Volunteer Cavalry, under Colonel William Steele. 1 

During the latter part of October, the 4th Regiment took up the line of 
march for Fort Bliss, some 700 . miles distant. The other two units followed 
shortly. The route followed was the Overland Mail trail which passed through 
a vast stretch of arid wilderness and mountain fastness, much of which was 
hostile Indian country. 

The brigade left San Antonio ill-equipped and poorly supplied. This was 
due partly to the fact that the state of Texas was unable to provide all necessary 
material. However, Sibley confidently expected to capture all needed supplies 
from the Federal posts and depots in New Mexico. The campaign, then, was 
designed to be primarily self-sustaining. Even in regard to the essential item of 
food, only enough was carried along to provision the men en route to Fort Bliss. 

When the "Sibley Brigade" reached Fort Bliss, it was augmented by Bay
lor's command and some additional independent companies locally recruited. 
The various units stayed in and around Fort Bliss and the Mesilla Valley only 
a short while before moving northward along the Rio Grande to Fort Thorn 
(then abandoned) where a halt was made before launching the offensive. 

After Sibley's resignation and departure from New Mexico in 1861, the 
command of that department had fallen upon the capable shoulders of Colonel 
Edward R. S. Canby. Realizing that danger from the enemy was imminent, this 

'The 4th, 5th, and 7th Regiments were known, respectively, as the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
Regiments of the "Sibley Brigade." 
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able officer had set about fortifying Forts Craig and Union, for he considered 
these posts to be the key points in the defense of the territory. Sibley had 
calculated that the conquest of New Mexico would be an easy matter, and he 
had not counted upon such an energetic officer opposing his advance. 

In early February, 1862, Sibley set out along the Rio Grande toward the 
Federal stronghold of Fort Craig. Though the Federals outnumbered him, Sibley 
knew that many of the enemy were native New Mexican volunteers and militia, 
who were considered to be no match for the Texans. Canby was also well aware 
of the deficiency of his native troops, so he refused to accept Sibley's offer of 
battle on the open plain just south of the fort. Sibley was then determined to 
cross the Rio Grande to the east bank, by-pass the fort, and then recross the 
river at the Valverde ford. Canby at last took the initiative and attempted to 
prevent the Confederates from crossing. In the resultant battle of Valverde 
(February 21, 1862), the Confederates emerged victorious, but Canby with
drew his forces to the fort and refused to surrender. Since Sibley had no heavy 
artillery with which to bombard the post into surrender, he deemed it wise, 
now being short of food and other supplies, to leave this island of Union resist
ance in his rear and move rapidly upon the Federal depot at Albuquerque. 

Upon arrival at Albuquerque the Confederates were dismayed to find the 
bulk of the Federal supplies destroyed and the small garrison gone. At this 
point the "Army of New Mexico" halted before moving against the other 
enemy stronghold of Fort Union in the northeastern part of the territory. A 
small advance detachment, however, did continue northward and occupied the 
capital city of Santa Fe. All Federal military units in the northern part of the 
territory had been hastily withdrawn to the safety of Fort Union. Sibley knew 
that if that post fell, Canby, at Fort Craig, would be cut off from all possible 
aid and would be forced to surrender. The result would be that all of New 
Mexico would come under Confederate control. 

Unfortunately for Confederate aspirations, the governor of Colorado had 
heard Canby's pleas for aid and had dispatched the 1st Regiment Colorado 
Volunteers to Fort Union. John M. Slough, the aggressive colonel of the "Pike's 
Peakers," as the Texans called them, decided to leave the confines of Fort Union 
to engage the enemy. The road - the Santa Fe Trail - from Fort Union to 
Santa Fe at one point passed through a narrow canyon known as Glorieta Pass 
at the eastern end and as Apache Canyon at the western end. On March 25, 
1862, the small Confederate detachment in Santa Fe proceeded eastward along 
the Santa Fe Trail and collided with an advance Union Detachment the follow
ing day. The skirmish resulted in a minor Union victory and a one-day truce. 
Meanwhile, Sibley's main units had begun the march from Albuquerque to Fort 

-16--



Union. Upon hearing of the clash in Apache Canyon both sides were immedi
ately reinforced and a showdown battle was fought at the eastern end of the 
canyon on March 28. At the battle of Glorieta the determined Texans eventual
ly forced the stubborn Coloradoans to yield the field. It appeared at first to be a 
complete Confederate victory. When, however, news arrived that a Union de
tachment under Major John M. Chivington had gained the Confederate rear 
and had destroyed the supply train, Glorieta became at best a pyrrhic victory. 

With the bulk of their supplies destroyed, and finding themselves in a bar
ren )and hundreds of miles from any base of supply, the Confederates were in 
desperate straits. At first Sibley and his staff decided to go into camp and await 
reinforcements before moving against Fort Union. An express arrived, however, 
with the intelligence that Canby had left Fort Craig and was attacking the small 
garrison which had been left in Albuquerque. The Confederates then fell back 
by forced marches to Albuquerque, only to find that Canby had already with
drawn. This was a clever feint on Canby's part, for while the Confederates were 
thus engaged, he quietly united his forces with those from Fort Union. Sibley, 
finding that the Federals were now united, were better equipped, and were 
greater in number, decided that the only alternative was a rapid withdrawal 
from the territory. While retreating down the river, a minor skirmish was fought 
at Peralta, but it only served to hasten the Confederates in their departure. 

Actually Canby did not want to engage in a large-scale battle. He was a
ware that the Confederates were evacuating the territory, and a major battle, 
even if successful, would mean the loss of additional lives. If the Confederate 
army was captured, he would have the responsibility of feeding the prisoners 
and, too, was seriously short of food. In Canby's opinion it seemed more prudent 
simply to allow the enemy to depart. The Federals thereupon merely followed 
the Confederates along on the opposite bank of the Rio Grande to make certain 
that the Confederates would not change their minds about withdrawing. 

At the place where the Puerto River joins the Rio Grande, Sibley, fearing 
a collision with the Federals, took a torturous detour through the mountains. His 
haggard army struck the Rio Grande again below Fort Craig and finally reached 
the safety of the Mesilla Valley. Canby gave up the chase upon arrival at Fort 
Craig, for his troops were exhausted and were in no condition to pursue the 
enemy any further. 

After a few weeks of recuperation, Sibley, with his army decimated by di
sease and by the enemy, prepared to evacuate Arizona and West Texas. The 
Mesilla Valley and the area around El Paso had been stripped of food, so the 
Confederates could not live off the land. News arrived from the west of the 
coming of another Union army - the "California Column." The receipt of 
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this intelligence thoroughly convinced Sibley of the need of a rapid withdraw
al to San Antonio. With Sibley's evacuation the Confederate territory of Arizona 
collapsed, and for the remainder of the war, the Union was in firm control of 
New Mexico, Arizona, and West Texas. 

Sibley's New Mexican Campaign had been a complete fiasco. In retrospect 
it seems that the Confederates' ultimate aim of capturing California was mainly 
visionary. The many obstacles to overcome, before such an eventuality could 
have come to pass, precluded failure. The New Mexican Campaign was a mere 
sideshow of the war in the East. But had Sibley achieved success in New Mexico, 
undoubtedly the Confederate government would have taken a keener interest (as 
would have the Union government), and a greater part of the war would have 
been fought on Western soil. 

* * * 
In Captain George J. Hampton's Company C, 4th Regiment Texas Mount

ed Volunteers, was Private Ebenezer "Abe" Hanna. The son of Jesse Pearch and 
Elizabeth Hanna, he was born in Washington County, Arkansas, on December 
31, 1844. Hanna's Scotch-Irish parents had more than just a touch of wander
lust. Previous to coming to Arkansas, they had resided in Illinois. In 1846 the 
family moved to Denton County, Texas, only to return to Arkansas after less 
than a year's stay. Three years in Arkansas apparently convinced the Hannas 
that the grass was greener in Texas, so the family set out for Williamson County. 
In 1856 they moved to the frontier where they became the first settlers of Han
na Valley on the Colorado River' in what is now Mills County, Texas.2 

On August 21, 1861, , th9ugh only 16 years of age, Ebenezer Hanna joined 
the "Sibley Brigade." After a relatively brief military training, he soon found 
himself in New Mexico where the Confederacy was to launch its most western 
campaign of the war. While Sibley's troops were encamped at Fort Thorn, just 
prior to their moving out to engage the enemy up the river, Hanna was elected 
historian of his company.3 He wasted no time in beginning his new duties, for 
the first entry in his journal begins on the very day he was elected, February 10, 
1862. Obviously the men of Company C had deemed the venture they were 
about to take part in as of sufficient importance to be recorded for posterity. 

Hanna maintained a daily record, probably entering most of his notations 
at night after camp had been made. Plagued by fatigue, hunger, and wartime 
conditions, it must have been very difficult for the author to have kept up his 
account. Indeed many entries, grammatically speaking at least, appear to be 
somewhat haphazard. The author recorded each thought as it passed through his 
mind with the result that sentences are often run together into long passages. 

'Walter P. Webb (ed. ), The Handbook of Texas (Austin, 195 2), I, 764. 
' I bid ., I, 764. 
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Undoubtedly he planned to revise and reorganize his material at a later date 
when there would be ample leisure time. 

The Journal of Ebenezer Hanna, herein reproduced, consists of twelve 
handwritten pages. It is an interesting primary work, for from it one can get a 
contemporary common soldier's views of war in the Far West. Fighting and 
campaigning in a frontier wilderness hundreds of miles from home left much to 
be desired so far as Hanna was concerned. No doubt his low opinion of New 
Mexico and its people was universally shared by his fellow Texans who com
pose::d the "Army of New Mexico." Hanna's last entry was made on March 27, 
1862. On the following day this youth who had passed his seventeenth birthday 
only three months before, was killed on the field of Glorieta. A fellow soldier 
carried the journal back to Texas and presented it to Hanna's bereaved family . 

In editing this manuscript for publication each day's entry has been para
graphed under the day and date of the month. Some corrections have also been 
made in the spelling of proper names, and of a few common ones, such as 
"evening" for "eavning," "canyon" for canion," etc. In addition, some effort at 
punctuating has been attempted in order to make the reading easier. Aside from 
these relatively minor changes for purposes of clarity, the work remains as the 
author wrote it. 

Since 1933 the journal has been in the Archives of the Texas State Library 
in Austin, the gift of Davidella Rice Holbrook, the grand-daughter of David 
Hanna, Ebenezer's brother. It is reproduced here through the courtesy of the 
Texas State Library. Most of the family background of Ebenezer Hanna was 
furnished by Mrs. B. Brandt, Assistant Archivist of that institution, and by Mrs. 
Abigail Curlee Holbrook of Austin . 

MoNDAY, FEBRUARY 10 : 

We started from camps above Fort Thorn for Fort Craig. Encamped Mon
day evening 15 miles up the river. Nothing but grass for our horses. We 
have enough to eat now for the first time since we left San Antonio. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11: 

We started; moved on up the river 12 miles and camped near Coopwood's 
Battleground.1 

'During the latter part of September, 1861, Colonel John R. Baylor sent Captain 
Bethel Coopwood northward with a detachment to reconnoiter the area around Fort Craig. 
Coopwood's force besieged and captured a Federal outpost at Alamosa, 35 miles south of 
Fort Craig, and then began a return march, stopping to camp near abandoned Fort Thorn. 
A Union force from Fort Craig overtook the unsuspecting Confederates, but were success
fully repulsed. The Federal loss in this skirmish was three wounded, while the Confeder
ates sustained a loss of two killed and eight wounded. Coopwood to Baylor, September 29, 
1861, The War of the Rebellion : A Compilation of the Official Record.r of the Union and 
Confederate Armies, Series 1, Volume IV, 31-32, hereafter cited as 0 . R. A. ; all citations 
are to Series I; Canby to Assistant Adjutant-General, October 4, 1861 ; 0 . R. A .. IV, 26. 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12: 
Moved 20 miles. Encamped 10 miles below Alamosa. Pleasant weather 
since we started. Good grass. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13: 
Camped 5 miles of Alamosa. Great excitement about the Yankees. My horse 
give out. 35 miles to Fort Craig. Expecting to have a big fight when we 
get there, and [we are J badly prepared for fighting, [having] but little 
ammunition. 10 o'clock at night expecting orders to march before morning. 
[We are] cooking up provisions to be ready for a twenty-four hours' march, 
a big battle or a fort sure [ ?] 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14 : 

12 o'clock at night the bugle sounded and the Col. gave command. We sad
dled our horses [and] took up the line of march. Traveled until 8 o'clock 
Friday morning facing [a J north wind with sleet and snow falling so hard 
as to almost pelt the skin off our faces. Reached Col. Green's camp but no 
appearance of any enemy. Friday night, being a night similar to the night 
before, and we having no blankets nor provisions, our wagons not being 
able to come up with us, we fared but little better than on the previous 
night. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 : 
12 o'clock Saturday our wagons come up. Col. Green [is] moving on up the 
river. We stopped at our present encampment Saturday night [at] eight 
o'clock. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16: 
Sunday morning we move for Col. Green's encampment eight miles up the 
river. 1st 8 [companies] Second Regiment went on up to Craig recon
noitering and exchanged a few shots with the Yankees. Encamped Sunday 
night the 16th Feb. 5 miles below Fort Craig. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17: 

Lay in camps making preparations. Monday night 1 was on picket. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18: 

Laying in camps awaiting orders. Stayed at our present camp Tuesday night. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19: 
Wednesday morning we have orders to move and expect to have a row 
with the Yankees. We crossed the river and camped 2 miles from the river. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 : 
Marched 5 miles [and] the Yankees come out to meet us. We fired them a 
salute with our artillery and they taken some exceptions to our introductory 
movements and took to their heels and went back to their dens. We en-
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camped opposite the fort on a high sand hill without wood or water and 
no provisions. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21: 
We marched 5 miles [and) the Yankees met us at the river 5 miles above 
Fort Craig and commenced firing about 10 o'clock in the morning. The bat
tle raged until about an hour by sun in the evening. We charged them and 
routed them, taken their artillery, routed and run them. The battle ceased at 
sunset. Our loss 39 killed and about 60 wounded. Federals' loss unknown . 
. Only I know I seen plenty of them laying on the field. 36 taken prisoners.2 

We camped on the battle field. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22: 
We lay in camps. I think the most melancholly scene I ever witnessed was 
on the valley of the Rio Grande where the Texas boys thrashed out the 
Yankees on the 21st day of February 1862. I have no name for this brave 
action, but I think it would be very appropriate termed a young Manassas. 
The night of the 22nd we lay at our camp on the battle field. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23: 
10 o'clock we are loaded up and are prepared to march. Moved 5 miles up 
the river. Crossed over it [and) camped in the valley above a little Mexican 
town. 

MoNDAY, FEBRUARY 24: 
Lay in camps. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25: 
We moved 10 miles up the river and a dispatch came back from a detach
ment of 300 men which had been sent on ahead informing us of the cap
ture of 300 Mexicans and their arms and equipments 14 miles in advance 
of us.3 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26: 
Moved 15 miles and camped 4 miles above San Antonio. I had my horse 
killed in the Battle of Valverde and I am now a foot and I now feel the 
pleasure of soldiering in New Mexico more plainly than I have ever done 

'This was the battle of Valverde. The Confederates listed their losses as 36 killed, 
150 wounded (many later died of their wounds), and 1 missing. The Union casualties in
cluded 68 killed, 160 wounded, and 35 missing. Green to Jackson, February 22, 1862, 
0. R. A., IX, 521; Canby to Adjutant-General, March 1, 1862, 0. R. A., IX, 493. 

'Lt. Col. Henty C. McNeill with several companies of the 5th Regiment moved 
ahead of the brigade to take the town of Socorro which was held by 280 New Mexican 
Volunteers under Colonel Nicolas Pino. After the Texans made a show of force, Pino 
surrendered unconditionally early in the morning of February 25. Wesche to General, May 
5, 1862, 0. R. A ., IX, 604-607. 

-21-



before. Notwithstanding the severity of the climate and the hardships of a 
march of a thousand miles over mountains such as is seen in no other coun
try than along the road from San Antonio to Fort Craig, without wood or 
water and but little grass, and being in the dead of winter, and worse than 
all, the horrors that is witnessed on the battle field. But I never had any 
conception of the hardships to be witnessed on such a trip until I had 
some experience in the matter. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27: 
We are staying in camp and our regiment is to be dismounted as infantry 
which I am some what aware will not agree with the Texas boys as they 
have never been accustomed to walking and other hardships such as are 
experienced on such a trip as this at its best terms and being now a thou
sand miles from home a foot and without a dog.4 

Surrounded on all sides by [the J enemy and no prospect before us, only to 
fight our way through, and having no idea where or when our destination 
should end and in as dreary a country as this at the present season of the 
year - it being a fiat sandy plain on either side of the river for many miles 
and no timber, but which has the appearance of exceeding plenty at a grow
ing season, but at the present season exhibits a dreary appearance. . .. At 
the distance of about 5 miles these fiats or valleys break off into hills and 
mountains which are exceedingly tall and present a gloomy appearance at 
a distant view - some being perfectly barren covered with masses of crag
gy rocks and being cut into numerous diversities of shapes by deep canyons 
or ravines and some of these mountains being covered with scrubby cedars 
and pine trees, chaparral and the tops of some of the tallest being covered 
with perpetual snow. . . . Many times when in the valley of the river it is 
pleasant and warm, when on these mountains the snow will be falling at 
rapid rates - snow seldom falling in the valleys. 

This country . . . [is] impenetrable, only by the native savages, except 
along the river which is thinly settled by Mexicans who are stuck along 
the banks of the Rio Grande in small settlements called towns or ranches 
and who have a certain degree of civilization in their manners and appear
ance which does not exceed the common class of the half civilized Indians 
of the Indian Territory. These natives ... [are] peculiarly adapted to the 

'So many horses had been killed on the march and during the battle of Valverde that 
a considerable portion of the brigade was on foot . In order to render the army as a whole 
more efficient, the 4th Regiment and the battalion of the 7th turned over their remaining 
horses to the quartermaster so the animals could be reapportioned to other units-prin
cipally the 5th Regiment-to bring them up to par. This was a voluntary action on the 
part of the men since the horses were private property. Theo. Noel, A Campaif?n from 
Santa Fe to the Mississippi (Shreveport, 1865 ), 20-21. 
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country and climate. Sheep ratsmg being their principal occupation and 
chief means of support ... [they] pay but little attention to the cultivation 
of the more than small gardens [and) fruit patches - the latter which is 
easily cultivated. Provisions being scarce except as it is transported hither, 
being no means of transportation . . . [except] by mule trains or in oxen 
( ?) carts, consequently such articles there is never a surplus of. At the pres
ent stage of affairs it is more distressing than ever to large armies on hos
tile terms, and surrounded on all sides by savage Indians, and the Mex
icans of the northern part of Mexico being but a little better than the 
Indians. The Federal army ... [is] dependent on their means of trans
portation from the north and our army ... [is] dependent on cutting off 
supplies of the northern army, and the Indians and Mexicans [are] prey
ing on the native armies and every thing that they get hold of . . . . We 
are now about 300 miles above El Paso and the enemy [is] between us and 
all communication with the south. . .. We have eaten our last piece of 
bread this morning and no more in the Brigade, and but few beeves and a 
little bacon, and things in such a state of confusion, our prospect is but a 
gloomy one [ ?). 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28: 

We marched 10 miles. It being the first traveling we had done on foot, 
there was considerable growling among the boys . . . . On reaching camps 
the boys, all being tired and hungry, ... [had) nothing to eat but some 
beef, a little bacon and some beans. This being only a little better than we 
had been accustomed to having at home, the time was but little changed. 
We ... [ate] some of our dainties such as I have described and retired 
for a good night's rest. The next morning we drew a pound and a half of 
corn meal and cooked some of this and made another hearty repast on our 
relishing fare. This put us in good condition for another hard day's march. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 1: 

1st day of March was a cloudy day with cold wind and some snow. We 
marched 15 miles over a sandy, mountainous road. Reached camps at 9 
o'clock that night and no wood. Our only chance for a fire was to gather 
old dry cow chips. . . . As usual, no provisions. The wind now increased 
and turned colder, and us being out in the level of the valley of the Rio 
Grande, our situation was not [a] pleasant one. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 2: 

Being Sunday we left at 2 o'clock in the evening [and] marched 9 miles. 
Camped at a little Mexican town and, here as before, we had no wood ex-
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cept what we could get in the town. The country now being more flat along 
the river and entirely destitute of timber. 

MONDAY, MARCH 3: 
Travel was along a thickly settled portion of country destitute of everything 
as ever . . ... [The country has} the appearance of a desolate old waste 
farm. Our camp was about as the previous night's. We are now entirely 
out of everything in the way of provisions and yet thirty miles to Albu
querque, our promised paradise.5 

TUESDAY, MARCH 4: 
Moved 4 miles [and} crossed the river which was not very pleasant as it 
was a cold morning and the only way we had of crossing was to ride 
shanks horse. Traveled 8 miles after crossing the river. Camped in a little 
town called Francisco Antonio. Here we had some wood. This being thickly 
settled all along here, we got a small quantity of flour which was very ac
ceptable as our stock of beans and bacon was about out. All of the com
mand kept up on the same side of [the river} that we had been traveling 
except the First Regiment. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5: 
We started at 9 o'clock [and J moved on about 2 miles through the town. 
At this place a lady and gentleman from South Carolina who lived in this 
place wished to accompany us as a token of their gratitude. These two in
dividuals we will call Mr. and Mrs. Otero.6 On leaving this place we come 
to a sandy portion of road. . .. Our teams being in a very low condition, 
it become necessary for us to travel a round about road in order to have 
better ground. This road turned off to the right from the direction in which 
we had been traveling. We traveled up a large canyon for nearly ten miles, 
crossing near the foot of the mountains and making a turn towards our 
former direction over a considerable hill. This road being further than we 
anticipated, our teams now become weary and our progress was but slow. 
Night overtaken us and the wind blew at a hard rate off the snow moun
tains which was not very pleasant. We traveled until 9 o'clock at night 
before reaching the river ... [where} we struck camp. I was more ex
hausted from this day's travel than any I had before experienced. 

6The Federal depot for the territory was located at Albuquerque. The Confederates 
counted heavily upon capturing the depot with all its supplies. Upon reaching the town, 
the Confederates were dismayed to discover that a small Union force, before leaving, had 
destroyed or carried off the bulk of the material. Enos to Donaldson, March 11, 1862, 
0. R. A., IX, 527-528. 

'This was Mr. and Mrs. Miguel Otero. Otero had been New Mexico 's territorial 
delegate to the national Congress. He was an outspoken Southern sympathizer and had 
helped draft New Mexico's slave code. Mrs. Otero was a native South Carolinian. Loomis 
M. Ganaway, New Mexico and the Sectional Controversy, 1846-1861 (Albuquerque, 1944), 
60-61, 67-68. 

-24-



THURSDAY, MARCH 6: 
We lay in camps on the 6th which was very agreable as we were consider
ably worn out with our journey on foot. Here we got some flour and some 
mutton, or sheep meat, and we now feel considerable recruited. Our camp 
is now at Judge Baird's ranch7 7 miles below Albuquerque [which is] 
situated in a level valley on the river, but not such extensive plains as we 
have been traveling through. For several days past the mountains [have 
been] coming in closer to the river, and the snow in the mountains ex
hibits a strange appearance at this late season of the year. . . . Although it 

· is now the 6th of March, and in our native Southern climate, I make no 
doubt, the weather has shed its stormy coat of winter and everything [is] 
green and growing. Yet here in this dreary region spring has not yet made 
its appearance. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 7: 

Still in camps and getting something to eat still, and the boys, getting 
rested and recruited a little, are now more lively than usual. No appear
ance of any enemy since we left Socorro - only a squadron reported to 
have past through Francisco Antonio the day before we reached there. The 
boys now begin to get tolerable lazy and careless and on the night of the 
7th our pickets come in and reported men coming in from the mountains 
which they could not comprehend their movements. This gave good 
grounds for suspicion of an enemy. The boys were around in camps, and 
their guns and accountrements being scattered about, there was consider
able commotion in camp for a few minutes. But news came about this time 
that there was no enemy about. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 8: 

We struck out in a northeast direction into the mountainss to a spring, here 
to recruit and rest where we could have wood and grass. The wind [is] 
blowing from the west at a hard rate, and the sand and gravel flying in a 
manner that I never saw before. I would compare it to a description that I 
have seen of the sand storms of the great desert of Sahara. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 9: 
We lay in camps [suffering from] a very cold norther and some snow. 

'Spruce M. Baird was appointed judge of the newly-created Santa Fe County when 
in 1848 Texas was claiming part of present-day New Mexico. When Texas ceded her claim 
to the area as a result of the Compromise of 1850, Baird chose to remain in New Mexico. 
In 1860 he was appointed attorney general of the territory. An outspoken Southern sym· 
pathizer, he chose to leave with Sibley's twops when the Confederates were evacuating the 
region. Walter P. Webb (ed.), The Handbook of Texas, I, 97. 

"The Sandia Mountains. 
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MONDAY, MARCH 10: 

Still in camps. . . . [We] don't know when we will leave here as head
quarters is generally about a finger [ ?] ahead, and has never been any 
way lately, and never having any notion of what is ahead, only going on to 
see what is ahead of us. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 13 : 
We move 1 mile to a Mexican town where we got a little protection in the 
Mexican huts which was some better than being out in the woods, as we 
were compelled to throw away our tents on account of not having teams 
sufficient to bring them. On the night of the 13th snow again fell . 

FRIDAY, MARCH 14: 

Was a warm day and the snow melted away considerably which we were 
glad to see for our quarters were not very comfortable. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 15: 

Still in our quarters. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 16 : 
At about 8 o'clock in the morning a report came in that a train of wagons 
was going up a road 1 mile from the town which was supposed to be
long to the Federals. The major called for 20 men who were soon ready for 
service. We struck out in double quick time and soon came to the road and 
seen that the wagons had passed. We went about five miles and overtaken 
some Mexican sheep herders with 2 wagons and a cart or two. Here we was 
disappointed considerably. We then turned back for camp, but it was not 
such fast time going back for we made it in one hour going up, and it 
taken about 3 hours to come back in. The weather is still cold - the wind 
constantly from the north. 

MoNDAY, MARCH 17: 

Snow again and colder than ever. The Third Regiment came up and 
camped above town. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 18: 
The 18th was the coldest day that I had experienced all the winter. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19: 

Nothing of importance transpired. Some talk of moving, but matters un
settled. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 20 : 

All the sick were sent back to Albuquerque.9 This was ration day. 

'A general hospital had been established at Albuquerque. Sibley to Cooper, May 4, 
1862, 0 . R. A., IX, 511. 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 21: 

This was the memorable day of the month of Valverde. We moved 7 
miles on the road towards Santa Fe. The timber now getting some heavier. 
The weather is now moderating some. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 22: 

We lay in campus wa1tmg [for] the Third Regiment to come up, and 
such articles as was left behind yesterday. 

Su~DAY, MARCH 23: 

We traveled 10 miles over a mountainous road. We are now traveling in 
a northerly direction.IO Camped at a town which I will call San Antonio 
as all of the towns in this portion which there could be no name appro
priate to are generally called San Antonio. 

MONDAY, MARCH 24: 
We traveled 15 miles over a very rough road in a northeasterly direction. 
At about 2 o'clock in the evening, while resting on the north side of a 
mountain, . . . we could see for a considerable distance the mountains 
breaking off considerably. Looking in front of us at some distance, we 
discovered a flag waving in the air. But on looking more closely, it was 
discovered to be a white flag. 11 We camped at Real de Dolores. Here we 
found the first interesting curiosity we had found in the Territory. There 
was diggings all around on the foot of the mountains which was done for 
silver and gold. And at the town was a mill and machinery for working 
the mines. This was not in operation. The country on our right breaks 
off into a more level district for some distance and exhibits an appear
ance more natural than any I have seen in this mountainous country. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 25: 

We traveled 10 miles m an easterly direction. A portion of the way was 
up the course of a small stream running into the Rio Grande. The country 
along the road being now destitute of timber, and the country now being 
more level than usual . . . The Mountains in the distance, exceedingly 
white with snow, exhibit quite a picturesque scene. Camp at Galisteo. Dis
tance from this place to Santa Fe 25 miles. 

"The movement toward Fort Union had now begun. The 5th Regiment was to pro
ceed northward from Albuquerque along the river, while the 4th and the battalion of the 
7th were to proceed along the mountain road. Sibley to Cooper, May 4, 1862, 0. R. A., 
IX, 509. 

"Many Mexicans placed white flags on their homes as signs of surrender or nonbel
ligerency. Walter A. Faulkner (contrib. ), "With Sibley in New Mexico; The Journal of 
William Henry Smith," Weft TexaJ HiJtori<al AJJO<iation Year Book, XXVII (October, 
1951), 135. 
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~ WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26: 

We lay in camps at Galisteo. Late in the evening an express came in to 
inform us that Major (Charles L.J Pyron with 300 men had engaged a 
party of Yankees on the road from Santa Fe to Fort Union at about twelve 
miles from us off to the left of the direction we had been traveling.12 The 
Third Regiment had just arrived a few hours before. We packed our bag
gage and the teams were ready, and by sunset we was in motion. 

The road that we had to travel was very rough as we moved [through] 
the mountains. Consequently the wagons was sent (on] another road, 
which was some further, with a detail of men to guard them. The night 
was very cold so we traveled freely. On reaching the canyon through which 
the road ran, we came to a very steep mountain, and the horses which drew 
the artillery was wearied. They was not able to draw the artillery to the 
top of the mountain so they [the artillery pieces] were compelled to be 
taken up by hand. And to accomplish this, long ropes were fastened to 
them and we went to work and after an hour [or] two's work, we suc
ceeded in getting them to the top. We soon reached a ranch13 not far from 
where the enemy was. It was now about 3 o'clock in the morning. We built 
some fires of some timber about the ranch. Here we stayed till daylight. 

Not knowing how strong the enemy was, and supposing they would make 
an attack in the morning, we taken our position a few hundred yards below 
the town in the bend of the canyon so as to have some advantage of the 
crowd [ ?] as the mountains were so tall on either side that there was 
chance of attack only to come right down the canyon. We planted our 
artillery on a hill in front of the town [and] in this position we layed 
during the day. At about 12 o'clock our wagons come up and we cooked 
some refreshments. This put us in better condition, as we were considerably 
exhausted from the previous night's march. 

Major Pyron had also fallen back to this place on the evening of the en
gagement that had taken place. Four of Pyron's men were killed and. 6 
wounded, and eight or more of the Yankees killed.l4 

" This was the skirmish of Apache Canyon, March 26, 1862, which resulted in a 
minor Union victory. Both sides had agreed upon a one-day truce. Scurry to Jackson, 
March 31, 1862, 0 . R. A ., IX, 542-543. 

" This was Johnson·s Ranch located on the Santa Fe trail at the mount of Apache 
Canyon. 

"Major John M. Chivington, the Union commander, gave his losses as 5 killed and 
14 wounded. Chivington also asserted that 71 of Pyron·s men had been captured. Chiving
ton to Canby, March 26, 1862, 0 . R. A., IX, 531. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 27: 

'Twas during the day of the 27th that we had the trial of burying the first 
one of the members of Company C. The enemy did not make their ap
pearance during the day.l~ 

.t:.. .,.,.,,"':, .... ,,#~ • /,~, .. ~.,y.,,. ,.,,,,.~o/ ~ .. :Jill 
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"On the following day, March 28, 1862, the battle of Glorieta was fought. The Con
federate losses were 36 killed (including Private Ebenezer Hanna) and 60 wounded. The 
Federals lost at least 29 killed, 64 wounded, and 13 missing. Scurry to Jackson, March 
31, 1862, 0 . R. A., IX, 545; Tappan to Chapin, May 21, 1862, 0. R. A., IX, 538. 

-29-



RECOLLECTIONS 
OF OLD FORT BLISS 

by Mrs. Robert Lee Howze 

The first time I saw the Rio Grande it was a raging torrent, though before 
the summer was over we children, by jumping over the trickles from sand bar 
to sand bar, could cross dry-shod into Mexico. 

The post, which I am told was the third Fort Bliss, was built along the 
river side just above the dam of old Hart's Mill. The mill was still in operation 
and occupied by Mr. Juan Hart, son of the builder. I remember two sisters 
came to visit Mr. Hart, Pauline, who afterward married an army officer named 
Mason, and Mrs. McGonnigal whose husband was also in the army. I can 
remember Mrs. Gonnigal's two heavy braids of hair which she often wore 
informally down her back as a relief from the weight on her pretty little head. 
Her daughter born later married young Phil Sheridan, son of the famous general. 

My father, Hamilton Smith Hawkins, later a Major General, was then a 
major in the lOth Infantry. His command consisted of two companies, one 
commanded by a Capt. Barrett whose daughter Julia married a Lt. Littell, after
wards a Brigadier General in the Quartermaster Corps. One of their daughters 
married General Patch of World War II fame. The other company was under 
Capt. John Brum whose son Hugh was later chief of staff to General Pershing 
in World War I. 

The battalion came down to Bliss from station at Ft. Wayne, near Detroit. 
We travelled by troop-train and were delayed enroute several days by wash
outs, having to spend two or three days at Santa Fe. The Santa Fe railroad ran 
along the river and passed directly across the parade ground. Of course there 
were not many trains a day. 

When we arrived at Bliss the train halted on the gravelly, dusty parade 
ground. The soldiers walked to their barracks, the officers and families to their 
assigned quarters. All the buildings were made of adobe, but the officers quart
ers were two story houses with back and front porches. Of course we had no 
plumbing. The water was supplied by a water wagon which sucked the water 
up from the river and delivered it into barrels at each house. It was liquid 
mud, and had to be settled and dipped into other barrels. The mud from the 
first barrels was dumped out in anticipation of the next delivery. My mother, 
being particular, had our drinking water settled twice. It was then put into a 
large earthen olla, with gunny sacking sewed around it, resting in a wooden 
stand. This was kept in the shade on the back porch. When anyone wanted a 
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drink they dipped it out with a cocoanut dipper into a glass. We were forbid
den to drink directly from the dipper. Any water left in the dipper was then 
poured on the gunny-sacking to cool the water by evaporation. Evaporation made 
the water cool but never cold except in winter. 

Our first sight of our home showed it to be completely bare, not even 
window shades. The only articles provided by the Quartermaster were the water 
barrels and olla and a coal burning kitchen stove. All our furniture was un
loaded from the train by soldiers and carried into the house. It was mid-day in 
June and very hot. My mother sat down on a crate and wiped her purpling 
face. An officer and a corporal's guard had remained at the post to turn it over 
to the new command. The little son of the officer ran in full of curiosity to see 
the new people. Mother said to him, "Little boy, will you get me a glass of 
ice-water?" He went off and returned with a glass of cloudy, brownish liquid. 
Mother took a sip and said, "Little boy, did you by any chance get this out of 
the tea-kettle?" 

In those days we had as a cook a faithful negro woman who had been 
our mammy, and her husband was a handy-man. He filled the lamps, dipped 
the water from barrel to barrel, carried water upstairs, tended the kitchen stove, 
and in winter carried in wood for the fireplaces and carried ashes out. That 
first day somehow, I don't remember how, food was gotten from the commis
sary, furniture was unpacked, beds put up and made, and that night we were fed 
and had places to sleep. One of the chores was tacking papers over the windows 
in lieu of shades, for privacy. 

My mother, who had led a sheltered girlhood in Delaware with a com
fortable home and plenty of servants had developed into a typical army wife, 
able to cope with all emergencies. She had started her married life in a tent 
in Indian Territory and she had learned fast. In an incredibly short time every
thing was in order. The house was neat, and even pretty, but in those days no 
one in the army indulged in elegant furniture-wicker chairs with bright chintz 
cushions was the prevailing mode. Shades, curtain poles and often curtains 
would have to be purchased anew at every change of station as windows in each 
house would prove to be of different height and width, also wire netting would 
have to be bought and tacked outside the window frames. Thus mother had to 
make several shopping trips into El Paso. The only transportation was a buck
board drawn by two mules. This served the whole garrison, so each shopping 
trip had to be planned ahead, and lists carefully prepared. I don't remember 
very much about El Paso, as I was not brought in very often, but I do remem
ber the Magoffin house, and Josie Magoffin, now Mrs. Glasgow, who was of 
course like me, a little girl. 
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Major General and Mrs. Robert Lee Howze. The picture was taken in 1920 
when General Howze commanded Fort Bliss. 

We had two ponies and my brother and I used to ride every day. My 
brother was also Hamilton S. Hawkins, and later commanded the present Fort 
Bliss, in the 1930's. He rode his pony into El Paso to school later on, but it was 
considered too difficult for my sister and me, so we studied with my father. 

My mother was very fond of sitting on the porch, but the sun-baked 
ground gave off such a glare that it bothered her, so father had a patch of oats 
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planted in front of the house. We had a bath constructed of wood lined with 
zinc on the second floor. Of course the water, both hot and cold, had to be 
carried up. There was a drain-pipe from the tub that ran down the outside of 
the house and watered the oats, water being too precious to be wasted, but 
when it was found that the rattle-snakes, which were very prevalent, liked to 
nap in the cool shade of the oats, they were allowed to wither. There were 
several scraggly cottonwood trees along the river bank, but otherwise there was 
not a tree, no grass nor flowers on the post. 

Remember that in those days there were no movies, radio or television, 
most of our leisure time was spent reading. We had a good many books, and 
would exchange books with other people. Mother and Father started a "Twenty 
Questions" club which included all adult members of the officer's line. They 
met once a week with refreshments of lemonade and cookies. Occasionally they 
would have a couple in to play Eucher. Usually either Father or Mother read 
aloud to us in the evenings till bed-time. We read nearly all of Dickens during 
that time. 

In summer it was too hot to read, as the coal-oil lamps gave off a lot of 
heat. I would walk up and down the railroad track with all the other children 
telling them stories I had read. This was almost a nightly performance. We 
chose the railroad ties to walk on as they were freer of stones and rattle-snakes. 
I was then 13. 

The Geronimo Campaign was going on at that time and often small com
mands of cavalry would come to the post to rest and re-fit. Once a command of 
Indians, employed as scouts, came in and were encamped in tents on the parade 
ground. They would have a camp-fire and often they danced around it to the 
wonder and amusement of all the children, who watched from a respectful 
distance. The Indian Scouts had not been paid for sometime, as they had been 
out in the field, and they drew their pay while they were at the fort. They made 
a break for El Paso, and bought everything they saw. I can see them now, 
coming back down the road with their grotesque habiliments--one brave had 
on only a pair of long drawers and a high silk hat! Some of the Indians had on 
women's garments, a skirt or a basque. Evidently the merchants of El Paso had 
unloaded on them every White Elephant in stock. Most of them were roaring 
drunk, but that spree lasted them for some time. 

I have lived in El Paso four times but the only cloud-burst I've seen was 
there at old Fort Bliss. It was a very hot, sultry day, and clouds gathered atop 
Mt. Franklin, which we of course saw from the west. Suddenly there was the 
sharpest clap-like thunder. My father said, "That must have been a cloud-burst." 
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There was a swale coming down from the mountain which crossed under a 
little bridge beneath the railroad track. Torrents of water came down the swale 
through the culvert to the river, bringing with it tons of huge hailstones which 
piled up behind the culvert in a mass ten feet thick and 100 feet long. In those 
days every family had an ice-cream freezer. We had seen no ice for months, 
but we children and a lot of soldiers, armed with shovels and buckets, collected 
the hailstones and every ice-cream freezer on the post was cheerily churning 
that night. We all had ice-cream for three days, until the desert sun got in its 
work and melted the ice. 

Picture if you can, you who live in El Paso now, with all the ice-cubes you 
want, and with homes and cars air-cooled, how we longed for just one cold 
drink of water. My mother became ill, and was quite feverish, and one day said 
to her husband that her very soul yearned for a cold drink of water. Father 
noticed that there were some box-cars on the train that was halted on the parade 
ground, so he went over and asked a man if by any possibility there might be 
any ice on board. The men said he did not think so, but that Father was wel
come to look in the cars. Back in a corner, covered with saw-dust he found a 
good-sized chunk. He took the prize back and washed it and carried up a large 
pitcher to his wife, clinking the ice against the glass as he went up. Mother 
heard and sat up in bed crying excitedly, "What's that? It sounds like ice! IS 
it ice? Don't tease me. IS it ice-water?" When she saw it was, she burst into 
tears. 

I lived at old Fort Bliss for two years, 1884 to 1886, when Father was 
transferred to Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, as an instructor, and then to West Point 
as Commandant of Cadets. It was not until 1916 when I was an army wife 
that I returned to Fort Bliss and El Paso. 
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PRINCE JOHN MAGRUDER: 
AT FORT BLISS - 1855 

. by Richard K. McMaster 

Fort Bliss, Texas, has had many distinguished visitors since it was estab
lished in 1849, but possibly the most controversial figure was Brevet Lieutenant
Colonel (Captain) John Bankhead Magruder of the 1st Artillery; an official 
visitor for five months in 1855 .1 

Following his graduation from the Military Academy in 1830 Magruder 
served for fifteen years at scattered posts and garrisons, taking part in the Texas 
and Seminole Indian wars. When not otherwise engaged, he devoted himself 
largely to society, his courtly bearing and brilliant ability in amateur theatric
als winning him the title of "Prince John." At Newport, Rhode Island, his 
entertainments were the envy of fashionable society, and later at Corpus Christi, 
Texas, he was the general manager of a very clever company of actors appearing 
at the army theatre. 

Captain Magruder, tall, blonde, and handsome, was as tough a battery 
commander as the army ever saw. He was also described as a bad example for 
young men to follow as he was ambitious, unscrupulous, treacherous, and dis
solute. But everyone admitted that he was a dashing and fearless soldier.2 Rest
less and hot-tempered, it was no wonder that only such lieutenants as "Stone
wall" Jackson3 and Joseph A. Haskins4 requested assignments to his horse
drawn Battery "I", 1st Artillery, that he commanded from 1846 to 1861. He 
directed the fire of his battery with the same intensity with which he played 
the lead in amateur theatricals, being twice brevetted during the War with 
Mexico for meritorious conduct and gallantry in action at the battles of Cerro 
Gordo and Chapultepec. 

'The Secretary of War in his Annual Report of 1855 under the "Distribution of 
Troops '' listed Lt. Col. Magruder as commanding Fort Bliss and four companies of the 8th 
Infantry and 1st Artillery. 

'William L. Haskins, The First Regiment of Artillery, U. S. Army, (Portland, 
Maine: 1879), 321. 

'Jackson later explained his reason for wanting to serve under Magruder: "I wanted 
to see active service, to be near the enemy in the fight; and when I heard that John Magru
der had got his battery I bent all energies to be with him, for I knew if any fighting was 
to be done, Magruder would be 'on hand'." Frank E. Vandiver, Mighty Stonewall (New 
York: 1957), 31. 

'Haskin also received two brevet promotions for gallantry at Cerro Gordo and Cha
pultepec. Although he lost an arm at Chapultepec, he was continued on active duty and 
became a brigadier general in 1864. Register of Graduates, USMA, 1955, 151. 
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In 1850 Magruder and his bat
tery were transferred from Fort 
McHenry, Maryland, to Mission 
San Diego, California.5 The battery 
was dismounted upon arrival and 
sent into the field as infantry, skir
mishing against the Indians until 
1852. "Prince John" must have had 
an inkling that his battery was to 
be ordered to the desert post of 
Fort Yuma, for on May 31, 1853, 
he left his company on a long leave 
of absence-so long in fact that in 
early 1855 the 1st Artillery was 
carrying him as "absent with out 
leave since October 27, 1854." 

On May 25, 1855, Magruder re
ported at Fort Bliss en route to join 

PRINCE JoHN MAGRUDER his Company, and was reported on 
the Post Returns as "awaiting an 

opportunity to join his company" by Brevet Major (Captain) James Longstreet, 
8th Infantry, who was then in command of the post, now serving as escort for 
the United States-Mexican Boundary Commission Survey, having been relieved 
at Fort Yuma, California, on February 14, 1855. 

The Organization Returns of the 1st Artillery indicate that Magruder 
"joined from absent with out leave and assumed command of company October 
23, 1855." No doubt the company must have joined "Prince John" for it 
passed through El Paso in late October enroute to San Antonio and its new 
station at Fort Clark. 

With the breaking out of the Civil War, Magruder resigned his commis
sion and was appointed a colonel in the Confederate States Army. In May of 
1861 he became commander of troops on the Virginia Peninsula where he won 
the first battle of the war at Big Bethel, for which action he was promoted to 
brigadier general. The following October he became a major general and won 
considerable fame for the manner in which he conducted the campaign against 
McClellan. Nevertheless his star went into eclipse during the Seven Days battle 
before Richmond; and on October 10, 1862, he was relieved and transferred to 
command the District of Texas which was later to include New Mexico and 

'While in command at Mission San Diego, Magruder supervised the hanging of two 
soldiers from Fort Yuma who had murdered Lt. Col. Louis S. Craig on the desert. 
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Arizona. On New Year's Day, 1863, he captured Galveston and established his 
headquarters in that city. 

With the ending of hostilities "Prince John" went to Mexico where he 
became a major general under Maximilian. He returned to the United States 
after the downfall of the Emperor and in 1869 settled at Houston, Texas, where 
he died on February 19, 1871. He had never married despite his early devotion 
to society.6 

"Troye-Wentworth, Dictionary of American Biography (New York: 1936), 204-5. 
AUTHOR'S NOTE: Quotations from Post and Organization Returns were extract

ed from the original documents in the National Archives. 
EDITOR'S NOTE: Magruder was recently honored in El Paso by having a street 

named for him. Pueblo Road in the Loretto Addition was changed to Magruder Street. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

THE AMERICAN INDIAN: Then and Now 
by Gertrude M. Golden 

(San Antonio, Texas: The Naylor Company, 1957. $2.50) 

In part this small volume of 76 pages is excellent. The author taught for 
a number of years in government schools for Indians and thus gained an under
standing of America's aborigines. With this understanding came love and re
spect for these neglected peoples. She points out, for instance, that "for hun
dreds of years everything was taken away, and nothing given back. That the 
Indian could survive at all is a tribute to both his physical and mental stamina." 

Included in this unusually well written account are interesting chapters on 
"Doctor Albert Wigglesworth, Pioneer Doctor Among the Navajo Indians," 
"Chee Dodge, the Wealthiest Navajo," and a detailed and valuable description 
of the making of Navajo rugs. 

If the author had limited herself to a treatise on the modern Indians, she 
would have had a very good book. But Miss Golden felt it necessary to give an 
account of the pre-Columbian Indians and here she failed miserably. This part 
of her narrative is filled with inaccuracies, a lack of a time sense, and misin
terpretations. 

Miss Golden writes, for example, that "Professors Gann and Thompson 
believe, with many other authorities, that man first reached the American con
tinent at least 10,000 years ago, coming by way of Behring Strait." This figure, 
"10,000 years", was until recently a fetish, worshipped by all writers on the 
Amerinds. Today there is positive proof that man inhabited America during the 
Pleistocene or pre-glacial period which was more than 500,000 years ago. Too, 
there is evidence that man crossed into North America by way of the North 
Atlantic land bridge as well as by way of the Behring Strait. 

Nor were the Mayas descendents of the Toltecs, as Miss Golden claims. 
Rather, the Toltecs formed the bridge over which Mayan culture passed to the 
Aztecs. And the Incas were not the great weavers that Miss Golden implies 
when she writes: "They [the Mayas] were excelled only by the Incas of Peru 
in weaving." As a matter of fact the Incas were not great weavers at all. It was 
the pre-Incas or, more correctly, the Tiahuanacans who were the greatest weav-
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ers the world has known. They car:not be equaled today with modern machinery. 
Yet Miss Golden makes no mention of his early race. 

Miss Golden is also in glaring error when she writes : "It was provided 
by law that every Peruvian should marry at a certain age, not younger than 
twenty-four years of age for a man and eighteen for a woman." The truth is 
that the Peruvians had to be married before they reached the ages given by Miss 
Golden and if they were not the state stepped in and arbitrarily married them. 

Nor is Miss Golden correct when she pretends to quote Prescott to the 
effect that "the Spanish explorers Cordova, Velasquez and Grijalva, leaving 
Cuba in 1518, touched the shores of the Yucatan Peninsula." Grijalva did sail 
in 1518 but Cordova sailed the previous years and was dead of an Indian arrow 
before Grijalva left the shores of Cuba. And Velasquez (I presume the author 
means Diego Velasquez de Leon) was governor of Cuba and never explored 
westward after his conquest of Cuba in 1511 . 

To cite one more example, that of interpretation, Miss Golden writes : 
"It was extremely interesting to discover that some of their [Navajos] religious 
dances resembled closely a native Hindu dance, indicating a common background 
of race." There are no fewer than fourteen theories of the origin of the Amer
ican Indians. To mention only a few, the Indian is indigenous to America; he 
is a descendant of the lost tribes of Israel; a descendent of the Phoenicians; and 
a descendent of the Egyptians. There is evidence to prove all of these theories 
but more evidence to disprove them. Similarity in dances is certainly not proof. 

To repeat, if the author had limited herself to the modern Indian about 
whom she writes understandingly and sympathetically, the book would be very 
much worthwhile. Moreover, Miss Golden writes in an easy, flowing style that 
coaxes the reader to continue. 

The publisher should be commended for the excellent printing job. The 
format is good, the paper of a good grade, the binding excellent, and the 
printing without typographical errors that mar some books. 

Texas Western College Eugene 0 . Porter 
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VIOLENCE IN LINCOLN COUNTY 1869-1881 
A NEW MEXICO ITEM 

by William A. Keleher 

(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1957. $6.00) 

The locale is Lincoln, named for President Lincoln, on the banks of the 
Rio Bonito in Lincoln County, New Mexico. Once known as Placitas and later 
as Bonitas, it became during the period 1869-1881 the focus of lawless activi
ties of such magnitude as to attract not only national but international attention. 

From 1865 to 1880 the population was rapidly expanded by discharged 
soldiers, miners attracted by the report of mineral discoveries, and by cattle 
rangers forced out of east Texas by barbed-wire fences. Driving their herds 
before them the rangers entered the Llano Estacado along the Pecos River in 
the Texas Panhandle and overflowed into southeastern New Mexico. Cattle herds 
replaced the buffalo and cowboys the Indians. By 1871 cattle thieving had 
become the principal industry of the region. 

Violent crime became commonplace due to the availability of cheap liquor, 
greatly improved firearms, and lack of communications, all coupled to the fact 
that a large part of the population was venturesome or criminal to begin with. 
There were 200 warrants out for the arrest of criminals at a time when there 
were only 150 registered voters in the county. The two principal episodes treat 
of the Lincoln County War and the career of William H. Bonney, popularly 
known as "Billie the Kid" or simply "The Kid." 

The Lincoln County War started as a contest for economic control of the 
county. The first established merchants of Lincoln were L. G. Murphy and Emil 
Fritz, both of whom were discharged Union officers. Fritz died in 1874, and in 
1877 L. G. Murphy & Co. was sold to James J. Dolan and John H. Riley. In the 
same year a new mercantile company opened its doors for business. It was op
erated by John H. Tunstall, a wealthy and educated Englishman, Alexander.A. 
McSween, a prominent lawyer of Lincoln, and John S. Chisum, owner of South 
Spring Ranch near Roswell on the Pecos River. 

L. G. Murphy & Co. had no intention of allowing this new company to 
operate. Lawyer McSween had been engaged by heirs of the Fritz estate to 
::ollect a life insurance policy left by the deceased. McSween collected the insur
:mce but could not be forced to make an accounting of it. The heirs were 
encouraged by Murphy interests to take legal action against McSween and in 
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so-doing attached all of McSween's property, some of which was inextricably 
associated with that of Tunstall and Chisum. On February 18, 1878, Tunstall 
was waylaid and murdered by a sheriff's posse occupied in attaching McSween's 
interest in Tunstall's ranch. This event led to a chain reaction of violence first 
by one side and then by the other. Bitterness as well as the size of the factions 
increased as one murder followed another, finally culminating in the Battle of 
Lincoln, July 15-19, 1878, in which the Murphy faction, operating as a sheriff's 
posse, beseiged and overcame the McSween faction operating as constables ap
pointed by the justice of the peace. In all there were about fifty gunmen on each 
side, ·many of whom were criminals. However, that number by no means gives 
a correct idea of the total number of partisans, as the entire county seems to 
have taken sides. During the seige Colonel N. A. M. Dudley commanding near
by Fort Stanton marched into Lincoln to prevent the possibility of a massacre. 
On July 19 McSween was killed while attempting to escape his besieged and 
burning home, but "Billie the Kid" managed to get away safely. 

Following the death of McSween no further violence was encountered from 
large groups, but "Billie the Kid" with a band of followers continued to prey 
on the ranchers and commit acts of violence until his death in 1881. To some 
he was a Robin Hood but to others just a coldblooded murderer and thief. In 
December, 1880, he was captured by Sheriff Pat Garrett at Stinking Springs, 
and in April of the following year was sentenced to death at Mesilla for the 
murder of Sheriff William Brady at Lincoln in 1878. While awaiting execution 
at Lincoln the "Kid" made a dramatic escape from prison, and remained at 
large until July 14, 1881, when he was killed by Garrett in the residence of 
Lucien B. Maxwell at Fort Sumner. 

The author's interesting narrative is rendered more so by the wealth of 
profiles and notes appended to each chapter, the collation of which in itself 
contributes magnificently to the history of the era in Lincoln County. 

El Paso, Texas Albion Smith. 
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CONTRIBUTORS 

CONREY BRYSON 

Conrey Bryson was born in Utah 
fifty-two year ago but has been a 
resident of El Paso since 1929. He 
attended Dixie College at St. 
George, Utah, and the University 
of Utah at Salt Lake City. He re
turned to college after more than 
twenty-five years and was graduated 
with the degree of Bachelor of Arts 
from Texas Western College. He 
has been employed since 1935 as a 
writer and news commentator for 
KTSM radio and television and 
holds the position of Special Events 
Director for the station. In addition 
he was an instructor in history at 
Texas Western College for the long 
term of 1956-57. Active in public 
affairs he is a member of the El 
Paso Public Service Board and of 

the Board of Directors of the El Paso Water and Sewer System. 

Mr. Bryson is a member of the Latter-Day Saints Church where he serves 
as teacher-training instructor. 

Major Richard K. McMaster, U.S. A. (Ret.) is a frequent contributor to 
PASSWORD. He is also the "official" cartographer for the Quarterly. All maps 
which have appeared in PASS WORD have been from his pen. This includes 
the map on page 15, above, which Major McMaster drew after considerable 
research in old documents. 

Colonel Albion Smith, U. S. A. (Ret.) is also a frequent contributor to 
PASSWORD. Your editor is still receiving congratulations for Colonel Smith;s 
two excellent articles, "The Salt War of San Elizario" and "The Apaches." 
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MARTIN H. HALL 

Martin H. Hall, Assistant Profes
sor of History at Arkansas State 
College, was born in Calexico, Cal
ifornia. His present home is in Van 
Horn, Texas. After serving in the 
infantry during World War II, he 
attended the University of New 
Mexico where he received his A.B. 
degree. He received his master's 
degree from the University of Ala
bama and his Ph. D. (History) 
from Louisiana State University. 
His doctoral dissertation was enti
tled, "The Army of New Mexico, 
Sibley's Campaign of 1862." 

Mrs. Robert Lee Howze is a typical army wife and mother. Born into the 
army, she also married into it. Her husband, a Major General, commanded Fort 
Bliss from February, 1918, to August, 1918, when he was transferred to Ger

MRs. RoBERT LEE HowzE 

many. He was reassigned to Fort Bliss as 
the Commanding General in September, 
1919, and remained at that post until 
June, 1925. Howze Stadium at West 
Point, Howze Circle at Fort Bliss, and 
Howze A venue in El Paso are named in 
his honor. 

Mrs. Howze has two sons, Robert Lee 
Jr., and Hamilton Hawkins, both of 
whom are major generals. One daughter, 
Harriet, is married to Colonel H. Cramp
ton Jones, U.S. A. (Ret.) Mrs. Howze 
returned to El Paso in 1954 to make her 
home with her daughter who lives at 
3000 Gold Street. 
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HISTORICAL NOTES 

SONNICHSEN'S BOOK OUT 

Ten Texas Feuds by society-member Dr. C. L. Sonnichsen was published 
in November by the University of New Mexico Press. It covers Texas feud 
history from 1841 to 1905 and includes a section on the El Paso Salt War of 
1877. The book arrived too late for a review to be included in this issue, but 
it will be discussed in the April number. 

"The Brazos-Red River Historical Society at Midwestern University, Wich
ita Falls, has issued two maps which will be of interest to historically minded 
Texans," according to The Southwestern Historical Quarterly, LXI, 2 (October, 
1957). One map is of Wichita County prepared by John A. Kay showing 
progress of mapping of landmarks and points of historical interest in the county. 
The second map carries the title of 'Map of the Country upon the Brazos and 
Wichita Rivers, Explored in 1854, Captain R. B. Marcy, 5th U. S. Inf.' The 
maps are priced at a dollar each, and orders should be sent to Bryan Lovelace, 
Secretary-Treasurer, Brazos-Red River Historical Society, Midwestern University, 
Wichita Falls, Texas.'' 

In New Iberia, La., on Highway 90 westward from New Orleans, is lo· 
cated "Our Cajun Museum." The sign in front says, "Evangeline Enshrined 
Here.'' M. Andre, founder and custodian of the little museum, is a direct des
cendant of the Grand Pre Acadians. 

A little distance from the museum, along the bayou, stands the Evangeline 
Ooak. Here, tradition claims, the exiled maiden came to her journey's end. 

The San Jacinto Museum of History has sets of three facsimile documents 
available to the public: the stirring "Call to Arms," the Texas Declaration of 
Independence, and 1835 Proclamation of General Sam Houston. The three are 
for sale for 75 cents. The Declaration of Independence may be purchased sepa
rately for twenty-five cents. 
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PURPOSE OF THE SOCIETY 

To promote and engage in research into 

the History, Archeology, and Natural History 

of West Texas, Southern New Mexico, East

ern Arizona, and Northern Mexico; to pub

lish the important findings; and to preserve 

the valuable relics and monuments. 


