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THE BAYLOR-KELLEY FIGHT 

A Civil War Incident in Old Mesilla 

By MARTIN HARDWICK HALL 

NEWSPAPER EDITORS prior to and during the War for Southern 
Independence were noted for their lack of restraint in regard to 
critical appraisals of individuals, groups, or governments. Often 
many of their observations were nothing more than personal invec
tive. Libel suits, however, were virtually unheard of, especially in 
the West where "mgged individualism" was a prime characteristic. 
Here editors invariably had to be of stern enough material to face 
the consequences of their published statements. An aggrieved 
"victim" of the press had the choice of either submitting in silence, 
or demanding that the editor retract publicly. If the editor refused, 
the more aggressive could, and often did, seek "personal justice." 

The Mesilla Times, published in the second largest town in the 
Territory of New Mexico, was a typical frontier journal of this era. 
From its first issue of October 18, 186o, this small four-paged sheet1 

mirrored the sentiments of the vast majority of the American (i.e., 
"Anglo-Saxon") residents, most of whom were originally from South
ern states. At that time the southern part of the Territory of New 
Mexico was generally referred to as "Arizona.''" Since 1856 the 
American inhabitants of that region had actively, but unsuccess
fully, been demanding separate territorial status. There was never 
a question as to where the Times stood on this issue, for listed on 
the masthead as the place of publication was "Mesilla, Arizona." 

During its brief history the Times had three different editors, but 
the most outspoken was Robert P. Kelley, one of Mesilla's earliest 
and most prominent citizens. A surveyor by profession, he had pro
duced in 186o "The most elaborate and correct map of Arizona 
yet compiled."3 In addition to his surveying activities he engaged 
in a number of business enterprises, including a mercantile estab
lishment, real estate (especially gold mines), a sawmill at Pinos 
Altos, and the Mesilla Steam Mills - producers of "Extra Superfine 
and Family flour.''4 With the breakup of the Union, Kelley was 
one of the first to advocate secession. He was a member of the 
"Convention of the People of Arizona" which, on March 16, 1861, 
unanimously repudiated the authority of the old Union government 
and sought admission to the Confederacy as a territory.s This was 
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indeed an audacious act, for six miles across the Rio Grande from 
Mesilla lay the Federal post of Fort Fillmore. 

Kelley and his fellow citizens burst with patriotic exhuberance 
when news arrived of the firing on Fort Sumter. The May 17, 1861, 
issue of the Times came off the press carrying a sketch of the "Stars 
and Bars," beneath which were a poem entitled "Our Flag" and the 
lyrics to "Dixie Land." Jubilation turned to dismay, however, when 
the Confederacy failed to dispatch troops to secure and to protect 
Arizona. Lest the Southern government be unaware of local condi
tions, Kelley and three other leading citizens utilized the services 
of a resigned army physician en route to Montgomery. This officer 
promised to voice their appeal to the proper authorities for a 
"Territorial organization by the Confederate States of America, the 
subjugation of all the Indian tribes, and the administration of law 
and justice.''6 

In late June and early July a battalion of Confederate troops 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel John R. Baylor7 finally 
reached Fort Bliss, Texas,8 about forty-five miles below Mesilla. 
Baylor was an Indian fighter whose intrepid nature epitomized 
the spirit of the frontier. Before the larger Union force at Fort 
Fillmore could take action, he took the offensive. When he failed 
to capture the garrison by surprise, Baylor crossed the river to 
occupy Mesilla. With the aid of civilians, he and his Texans were 
able to repel with ease a desultory Federal assault against the town. 
Failure to dislodge the Confederates prompted the Union com
mander to abandon his fort and to strike out with his command 
for a post 140 miles distant. Baylor, however, had no intention of 
allowing his foe to escape so easily. Setting out in hot pursuit, he 
overtook the Federals, and without the firing of a shot, forced them 
to surrender unconditionally.9 With Arizona now freed of the 
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enemy,10 Baylor issued a proclamation in which he established the 
Confederate Territory of Arizona, named himself military governor, 
and appointed the key governmental officials.n The dream of the 
American residents was realized at last, and throughout Arizona 
patriotic enthusiasm knew no bounds. 

The loss of Arizona prompted Colonel Edward R. S. Canby, the 
Federal commander of the Department of New Mexico, to exert 
strenuous efforts to strengthen his position in order to recoup what 
had been lost as soon as possible. Overcoming tremendous impedi
ments, he commenced refortifying his key posts, regrouping his 
remaining regulars, and training newly-recruited volunteers. 12 Mter 
several months of feverish activity, Canby decided that he would 
soon be strong enough to move against Baylor's numerically inferior 
forces. He began concentrating war materiel and his most reliable 
troops at Fort Craig, about ninety miles upriver from Mesilla, pre
paratory to launching his offensive. 1 3 

Spies kept Baylor abreast of current military developments and 
the general situation within New Mexico. Apprised that Canby's 
invading army would probably number about 2,500 men, Baylor 
knew that unless he received reinforcements, his small command 
would be unable to offer effective resistance. 1 4 

Early in July- about three weeks before Baylor captured the 
Fort Fillmore garrison - the Confederate national government com
missioned Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley to raise a 
brigade in Texas with which to drive the Federals from all New 
Mexico. 1 s The recruiting of this force began in August, and the 
first regiment set out on the seven hundred mile march from San 
Antonio to Fort Bliss on October 22. 16 Although Baylor had been 
informed of the coming of the Sibley Brigade, he feared that these 
troops might arrive too late to forestall Canby's invasion. 1 7 

When a rumor (later found to be fallacious) arrived that Canby's 
force had started southward, Baylor, in sheer desperation, addressed 
an appeal to Sibley on October 25 to expedite the sending of his 
brigade. Unless these troops arrived soon, the colonel pointed out, 
he would be forced to evacuate, leaving the Mesilla and El Paso 
valleys to the mercy ·of the enemy. Even a temporary Union occu
pation of this region would certainly result in the consumption and 
destruction of its resources, and would make it exceedingly more 
difficult for Sibley to execute his plan of campaign. "Re-enforce
ments," Baylor pleaded, "cannot be too soon sent up."18 

Leaving nothing to chance, Baylor set about preparing to evac
uate. By November 10 he had succeeded in shipping the bulk of 
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his supplies to Fort Bliss where adequate transportation was avail
able to move the goods to Fort Quitman, or, if necessary, as far 
east as Fort Davis. •9 The Confederate commander was a stem 
realist who knew that under existing military conditions this pre
cautionary action was the only sensible course he could follow. 

The American citizenry was panic-stricken as news of Baylor's 
contemplated evacuation in the face of a Union invasion spread 
throughout the area. The spectre of a Federal occupation with 
consequent confiscation of property and possible imprisonment left 
the Southern sympathizers no choice but to abandon their homes 
and flee southward for safety. Within a short time most of the 
Americans-especially the merchants-had "pulled up stakes," and, 
with their families and goods, had taken refuge on the Mexican 
side of the Rio Grande.20 Imbued as the editor of the Times was 
with ultra-Southern views, it is not difficult to imagine his supreme 
disappointment on learning that Baylor intended to abandon Ari
zona rather than fight. 

By early December the Union threat had subsided/' and the 
Confederates felt secure once more as the advance contingents of 
the Sibley Brigade began to arrive. Kelley, however, had not for
gotten the period of chaos the month before. In the December 12 

issue of the Times he caustically summed up what had taken place: 
On issuing our last number, we concluded, but with many misgivings, 

that it would be many a week before we would be able to renew acquain
tance with our patrons, but we are highly gratified at being able to do so, 
so soon after having hurriedly packed off our press to Mexico, cached our 
type, cleaned our guns, made our wills, and prepared for the worst. Such 
a stampede was never witnessed, save at Manassas or ·waterloo, only, that 
we had a Manassas or a Waterloo without a fight or even a sight of the 
enemy. Property changed hands at extraordinary rates for a day or two; 
the sound of the unterrified became, in this trial, distinguished from the 
unsound; families were hastily shipped off to Mexico; valuables were 
secretly buried, and goodbyes and partings, and tears, and God knows 
what anguish, mixed with a little propensity for fighting. And no wonder 
that these things were so, for it was reported z6oo Abolitionists, well 
armed, equipped and in full uniform, were prepared, had set a day, and 
fully intended to advance upon Arizona and (of course) wipe her from 
the face of the earth. A large supply of army hay was burned; cannon 
were buried; the valleys were burned over to retard the enemy; all the 
supplies, except fifteen days rations, removed; hospital and other stores 
shipped in the direction of San Antonio; and a refuge fondly talked of, 
in the mountain fastnesses near Fort Davis.22 

Having no concept of military strategy, and apparently nursing 
a personal dislike for Baylor, Kelley had on several occasions be
fore committed the error of penning "severe strictures . . . on the 
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Colonel's incapacity for the duties of the position he held."23 To 
make matters worse, he had also implied that Baylor was guilty 
of cowardice and corruption. 

The crisis finally came to a head with the appearance of the 
December 12, 1861, issue of the Times. As Baylor read Kelley's 
latest diatribe, his wrath surged to the boiling point. The colonel 
had been tolerant, but his patience with the poisoned quill had 
come to an end. He immediately sent word staunchly demanding 
a retraction. When the editor adamantly refused, Baylor was left 
no choice. His opportunity to secure personal satisfaction came the 
same day that the paper made its appearance.24 

About two o'clock in the afternoon of December 12, Kelley was 
proceeding down Mesilla's Main Street toward the old plaza. On 
the same side of the street that he was walking was a building 
which served as headquarters for Company A, 2d Regiment Texas 
Mounted Rifles. At this moment Baylor chanced to be outside talk
ing to two of his soldiers. When he spied Kelley approaching, he 
wheeled into the building.25 After speaking briefly to a sick soldier 
who was lying abed in the room, he seized a musket standing against 
the wall and reappeared at the doorway.26 

As the editor passed, Baylor called, "Hold on, my lad, I want to 
speak to you."27 Fearing the worst, Kelley stopped, and as he turned 
to face Baylor, he apparently was in the process of drawing a knife.28 
In a flash Baylor crashed the musket down upon the editor's head, 
exclaiming, "Now I've got you, my 'jewlarkey.' ".29 As the stunned 
editor was falling, Baylor tossed the musket aside, grabbed his 
opponent, threw him to the ground, and pinned him flat on his 
back with his right knee.3° 

While the two struggled, Baylor roared, "You can't come that 
on me. I am too much for a man of your sort.''3• Since Kelley was 
attempting to slash Baylor with his knife, the colonel grabbed 
Kelley's left arm with his own right hand in an effort to wrest the 
weapon from him. "You try to stab people do you?"32 Baylor 
growled, demanding that he drop the knife. When the editor did 
not do so, nor even reply, the colonel drew his pistol from his 
holster with his left hand. At this, someone in the crowd- which 
had quickly formed- shouted, "Don't shoot him!"33 

Apparently in response to this plea, Baylor once more ordered 
Kelley to drop his knife. When he made no effort to comply, Baylor 
cocked his pistol on his thigh, pointed it at Kelley's head and :6red.34 
The ball entered the editor's cheek and severed the main artery of 
his neck.3s With his enemy prostrate before him, Baylor rose to his 
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feet and contemptuously muttered, "Give him a chance for his 
life."36 The colonel had had his revenge! 

The December 1gth issue of the Times - brought out by the pub
lishers - happily noted that Kelley was convalescing and would 
soon be able to resume his editorial duties. Although in a critical 
condition and confined to bed, Kelley, nevertheless, utilized the 
power of the press once more to lash out at his antagonist. Captioned 
by "Cowardly," this issue carried the editor's "written statement of 
the sad affair which came to near terminating fatally." In referring 
to Baylor's firing at such close range, Kelley lamented that "It was 
not the chivalry one gentleman would extend another. He is sup
posed to have a show for life at least."37 Shortly after the appearance 
of this issue, Kelley unexpectedly took a tum for the worse and 
died from the effects of his wound. 38 

With the editor's demise, the grand jury held an extraordinary 
session at Mesilla to examine the evidence "in the case of the people 
of ... [the Territory of Arizona] against John R. Baylor, for caus
ing the death of Robert P. Kelley ."39 Pending the outcome of that 
body's findings, Baylor voluntarily relinquished his civil and military 
authority to Major Edwin Waller, Jr., his next in command.4o The 
jurors listened to the sworn testimony of four witnesses - all privates 
of Company A- who were present when the fight took place,41 and 
concluded that Baylor had been justified in doing what he did. 
When the jury failed to return a true bill, the colonel resumed his 
duties as govemor.4'• 

Frank Higgins and Bredett C. Murray, the Times' publishers, now 
took over editorial control of the paper. Though mourning Kelley's 
death, they made it quite clear that they had profited from his 
unfortunate example and would not repeat his mistakes: 

We shall steer clear of all political and personal feuds, making the cause 
of Arizona and the Southern Confederacy, and the promotion of their 
welfare, our object and aim, and in which all good citizens should be 
equally interested. We demand their assistance, and hope to merit their 
favorable consideration.43 

About a month and a half after the Baylor-Kelley fight, Sibley's 
army moved northward to conquer New Mexico proper. Although 
subsequently winning both major battles (Valverde and Glorieta 
Pass), Sibley's men were compelled to retreat primarily because of 
failure to secure adequate supplies and the timely arrival of enemy 
reinforcements from Colorado. Meanwhile Governor Baylor was 
removed from office by President Jefferson Davis because he had 
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ordered his subordinates to initiate an extermination policy against 
the hostile Indians. 

By the time the last Southern troops evacuated the territory on 
July 8, 1862, the Mesilla Times had ceased to exist. Perhaps it was 
just as well that the ultra-zealous Kelley had not lived to witness 
the destruction of his beloved Confederate Arizona. 
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The Effects of the Railroads Upon El Paso 

By CLYDE WrsE, JR. 

As A CITY, El Paso's birth and initial growth were due to an entirely 
external factor. This external factor was the arrival of the railroad 
in the 188o's. Prior to the railroad's appearance on the scene, El 
Paso was a sleepy little adobe village completely isolated from the 
more settled regions of the state. Five hundred miles of arid desert 
separated El Paso from the "civilized" areas of Texas and a Ranger 
detachment required a month or more to reach El Paso from Central 
or South Texas. 

Of approximately twelve thousand persons in the area, only about 
eighty were not Latin. About five thousand of these people were 
in Texas and the other seven thousand in Mexico. However, both 
groups were one, ethnically speaking, and the river served simply 
as a water supply, not as a cultural boundary. El Paso had eight 
hundred people; Ysleta was the county seat and Zaragoza was across 
the river from Ysleta, then, as it is now. These towns in the lower 
valley south of El Paso, including Socorro and San Elizario, were 
then more prominent in county politics than was El Paso.1 

The railroads were approaching El Paso by 188o, and the city 
fathers probably realized that El Paso had an advantage in the 
battle to attract them because it was the only town in the region 
which had been even partly "Americanized." 

El Paso had been incorporated as a city in 1873, and Samuel 
Schutz, A. H. French, A. J. Fountain, B. S. Dowell, and Joseph 
Magoffin had served as commissioners to conduct the first municipal 
election on August 12th of that year.2 This first El Paso municipal 
government was discontinued in September, 1875 due to chronic 
lack of attendance on the part of the city council members.3 

However, since the railroads were nearing the little city the de
cision was made to resurrect the municipal government, and on 
July 3, 188o, an election was held to select a mayor and councilmen. 
At this election Solomon Schutz was selected to head the city 
government.4 

The Southern Pacific was the first railroad to reach El Paso; its 
first train arrived on May 13, 1881. Previously, in 188o, crowds of 
speculators and gamblers began to move in. By May of 1881, nearly 
1,500 persons were crowded into the few adobe houses in El Paso.s 
Gambling had previously been a simple pastime, but the profes
sionals soon turned it into an organized business. One writer states 
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that probably seventy percent of the people arriving in the town 
during the two years prior to the arrival of the railroad were para
sites of one form or another.6 

James B. Gillett, one of the lawmen responsible for keeping order 
in the border town described it thus: 

Bankers, merchants, capitalists, real-estate dealers, cattlemen, miners, 
railroad men, gamblers, saloon keepers, and sporting people flocked to 
town. 

At night there was not room for people on the sidewalks and they filled 
tl1e street. If one wished a seat at the gambling tables he had to come 
early in the evening or he could not get within thirty feet of them.7 

Mayor Schutz and the council drafted a letter to 0. M. Roberts, 
Governor of Texas, asking that a force of Texas Rangers be stationed 
in El Paso. The only peace officers the young town could afford to 
pay were a marshal, assistant marshal, and one constable and they 
could not cope with the problem. The County Sheriff and his 
deputies resided fifteen miles away at Ysleta, the county seat. The 
city council pointed out that the railroads were about to enter the 
city and the area was swamped with "hoards of vagabonds, gamb
lers, burglars, thieves and particularly murderers."8 

The young city government continued to struggle with these 
problems as best it could. On August g, 1881, another election was 
held and Joseph Magoffin was elected mayor by a large majority.9 

Mayor Magoffin was to remain in office until 1885, and thus was to 
bear the heaviest responsibility for the young city during its first 
years. 

Not long after Mr. Magoffin was elected mayor, Mr. S. H. Newman 
arrived from Las Cruces and founded the Democratic newspaper, 
The Lone Star. Mr. Newman was a severe critic of local government; 
he was extremely outspoken, and tact was a quality he evidently 
felt was a liability to a newspaper editor. On the other hand, his 
paper was never lurid, and a study of the files of The Lone Star 
and the outcome of most of Newman's crusades is evidence that 
he was honestly interested in El Paso's welfare and was not attempt
ing merely to increase his newspaper's circulation through the use 
of sensationalism. 

During these early years apparently there was a good deal of 
absenteeism on the part of the members of the city government. 
Mr. Newman, in complaining about this state of affairs, grumbled: 

The members of the council seem to think they hold their positions 
solely for the purpose of, now and then, affording them a little relaxation 
from the cares of business. . . ."10 
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El Paso had a lot of growing up to do before the councilmen 
would feel that their governmental duties were among their pri
mary interests. There were many routine matters of an embryo 
city demanding their attention; among them: sanitation and public 
health measures, drainage, street grading and improvement, sur
veying, securing right of way for streets, maintenance of law and 
order, vice control, and the granting of franchises to various utilities; 
but some of these matters turned out to be far from routine. 

Law enforcement was of primary importance. Vice was open and 
often-times much too obvious. The Lone Star reported that the res
idents around First and Utah [now Mesa] streets were complaining 
about the conduct of the "filles publicques." These ladies of the 
night were sitting on their porches every afternoon in immodest 
apparel; often on the laps of their male companions. After nightfall 
when under the "influence," they were shouting off-color jests and 
obscenity at one another while their "escorts" were further livening 
up the scene by shooting their side arms into the air.11 

To make law enforcement even more of a problem, the Chinese 
railroad workers brought opium with them and quickly established 
opium dens. Not only the Chinese indulged, but both sexes of the 
Anglo inhabitants could be found in these establishments.•,. 

Murder was commonplace, as revealed by a sentence in the Feb
ruary 7, 1883 issue of The Lone Star: "Pistol shooting under cover 
of night is getting to be of too frequent occurrence in this city." 

The council had difficulty in coping with these conditions for 
several reasons. The city government had little money to pay peace 
officers, and furthermore, the type of man who could keep the peace 
was usually headstrong and aggressive and often gave the mayor 
and the councilmen no end of trouble. El Paso marshals were a re
curring problem in those days. The best known of these men was 
Dallas Stoudenmire, who was killed by one of the Manning brothers, 
a family of toughs. '3 

One of the earliest franchises granted by the city government of 
El Paso was that given to The El Paso Street Railroad Company in 
the names of Joseph Magoffin, J. F. Harrison, George W. Thomas, 
J. R. Currie, C. B. Wilson, and J. P. Hague. Their petition was 
granted at a meeting of the city council on January 14, 1881.•4 

The El Paso Street Railroad Company delayed building until a 
second company, The City Railway Company of El Paso presented 
a petition requesting right of way. The shareholders of this com
pany were S. Schutz, J. M. Thatcher, J. H. Bate, William J. Kellar, 
Andrew J. Kellar, H. R. Brickerhoff, and M. Samaniego. This latter 
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company was also granted right of way to build a line in the city.15 

The granting of this second franchise seemed to speed construc
tion of the first line, and on September 27, 1882, The Lone Star 
carried an announcement that the street railway was finished. How
ever, the paper neglected to state which company had finished 
construction first. The following month, on October 7th, the paper 
announced that the street cars would take their first trip across 
the river that day. Before long, the two companies were consoli
dated and Joseph Magoffin was selected to head the new corporation. 

One of the most controversial problems the young city had to 
deal with was the establishment of a water works. Prior to the 
completion of a water works, the settlers had depended upon the 
river itself, acequias (irrigation ditches), shallow wells and water 
carts to furnish water for domestic purposes. Water obtained by 
these methods was never satisfactory as it was filled with sand 
and dirt.16 

The first franchise for a water works was granted to Charles R. 
Morehead, James A. Tays, Edwin C. Manning, Benjamin Dyetan, 

Mayor Joseph Magoffin in the uniform of a Mafor, C. S. A. 
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and Ynocente Ochoa, in the name of "TheEl Paso Water Company," 
on April 14, 1881.17 This company failed to build a plant, and in 
the spring of 1882, the franchise of the first company was transferred 
to Mr. Sylvester Watts of St. Louis, MissourU8 Mr. Watts started 
work on the water works, and on September 1, 1881: 

Water shot from a rubber hose attached to a hydrant opposite Mr. 
Slade's home to the greatest delight of about two dozen bystanders, 
mostly men, one small boy and a "yaller dog."1 9 

Apparently the water furnished by Watts was not much better, 
if any, than the water taken from the acequias had been. The pipes 
Watts used were flimsy and were constantly leaking; Mr. Newman 
scathingly referred to them as "stovepipes." 

Mr. Newman continued his bitter attacks upon the water system 
until he sold his paper in 1884. Constant remarks were to be found 
in The Lone Star regarding the muddy and unsanitary condition 
of the water furnished by Mr. Watt's plant. 

Furthermore, Mr. Newman felt that the rates charged for water 
by Mr. Watts were exorbitant and The Lone Star of September 16, 
1882, printed a bitter attack upon the city council for its manner 
of granting franchises in general, and in particular its manner of 
handling the water franchise. Mr. Newman complained of the taxes 
levied upon the people to support corporations and the overcharging 
of the people for services. Mr. Newman printed comparative rates 
for water charged in El Paso and in other cities and cried: "Will 
the council mortgage this city to Mr. Watts and his associates?" In 
the same issue Mr. Newman reminded his readers: "The Lone Star 
has saved some money to El Paso, already: and it intends to save 
more." 

On August 1, 1883, Mr. Newman announced that Mayor Magoffin 
had vetoed an appropriation of the council to pay Mr. Watts for 
the use of fire hydrants for April, May, and June. Mayor Magoffin 
gave as grounds for his veto the fact that Mr. Watts had not lived 
up to his contract to furnish "pure water" to the city, and that he 
felt that payment should be withheld until Mr. Watts lived up to 
his contract. El Paso's water problem dragged on for many years, 
and the plant remained in private hands until August 14, 1910, when 
the works were sold to the city.20 

The growing little town was badly in need of a group of fire
fighters. The first mention of a fire department in the pages of The 
Lone Star appeared in the issue of January 14, 1882. In the "Locals" 
column a sentence announced: "Work is on foot to organize a fire 
company." 
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W. H. Carter, on August 19, 1882, circulated a petition for the 
organization of a fire company and was able to secure the names 
of forty-six persons. Four days later a meeting was held at a local 
hotel and the following officers were elected: J. W. Zollars, Pres
ident; Colonel James Marr, Vice President; Charles L. Pierce, Chief; 
Benjamin F. Levy, Assistant Chief; W. A. Irvin, Treasurer; and W. 
B. McLachlan, Secretary. Another meeting was held on November 
15th, and the department was organized with three companies: 
Hose Company numbers One and Two, and Hook and Ladder 
Company number One.21 

The same month the companies were organized, two frame lodg
ing houses caught on fire. The water works had just been completed 
so there was a fire-plug in front of the site, but, as there was insuf
ficient hose available, the buildings burned to the ground. Ironically, 
the buildings belonged to Mr. W. H. Carter, the gentleman who had 
been responsible for the organization of the fire company.22 

The city council soon ordered 6oo feet of hose, two hose carts, 
and one hook and ladder truck.23 By February 22, 1883, the fire 
department was able to assist in the celebration of George Wash
ington's birthday by marching in parade in new uniforms.2 4 

Because the railroads continued to bring new families to El Paso 
important steps in the evolution of the public schools were taken 
during the 188o's. The Lone Star opened its public school crusade 
with a sentence under "Locals" in the issue of November 5, 1881: 
"People are beginning to inquire why there is no public school in 
this city." On November gth Newman reminded his readers that 
the previous August a school commission had been appointed by 
the county judge to act as a school board for the city, and that 
money had been subscribed for a school house. At that time the 
Masonic Lodge had donated a lot, but nothing had been done 
since then to provide a school building. 

On December 10, 1881, The Lone Star again turned its attention 
to the school in reporting that the public school had been moved 
from the "Ochoa" building to a different building which had been 
previously occupied as a theatre. The constant shifting of the school 
room annoyed Mr. Newman, and he warmed to the subject: 

A pretty thorough knowledge of geography on the part of the scholars, 
would, to put it strongly, seem to be necessary to enable them to attend. 

On January 18, 1882, he attempted to remove his readers' lethargy 
with the observation that no classes had been held since the first 
of the year because there had been no room furnished for school 
purposes. One and a haH years later Newman was still berating the 
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citizens of El Paso because of the fact that El Paso had been with
out "a public school or educational institution of any kind for several 
months." 

This situation was soon to be remedied, and on November 3rd 
of that same year, 1883, The Lone Star announced that school 
would open the next week in the temporary school house at the 
corner of Myrtle and Campbell streets. The Reverend Mr. Merrill 
of the Presbyterian church was to act as principal and Miss Moore 
was to be assistant teacher. Sixty new desks were in place and room 
for one hundred and fifty pupils was to be provided. This was 
evidently the first building in El Paso constructed to serve primarily 
as a schoolhouse. 

The following year a new two story, permanent school building 
costing $18,ooo was opened on Monday, September 2gth. Mr. New
man had been following its construction in the pages of the news
paper for some time and he declared with satisfaction on October 
8th that there were 222 scholars enrolled. This was an elementary 
school only; El Paso had no public high school at that time. If there 
was a private high school in the city a search of The Lone Star files 
failed to reveal the fact. 

El Paso residents witnessed the erection of the other three prin
cipal utility plants in addition to the water works during the first 
haH of the 188o's. Electricity, gas, and the telephone came to El 
Paso during this period. 

A Mr. Collins, representing the Bell Telephone Company, arrived 
in El Paso in July of 1883 for the purpose of setting up a telephone 
exchange.25 By August 22nd the instruments had arrived and re
portedly would be in operation in about four weeks. The central 
office of the telephone exchange was to be over the Lightbody Dry 
Goods Company on El Paso Street. By December 12, 1883, the 
telephone connection between El Paso and Paso del Norte (Juarez) 
was working. There were nine.instruments in Paso del Norte. 

Electric lights came to El Paso some time before the building of 
a power plant. The Fashion Saloon must have purchased a small 
generator, for in the paper of July 21, 1883, The Lone Star noted: 
"The electric lights at the Fashion Saloon were lighted for the first 
time on Thursday evening. . . ." The reporter observed that "the 
electric light in front of the Fashion makes the lamps in the adjoining 
buildings look pale and yellow." 

Franchises for gas and electricity were granted by the city council 
at about the same time, but contracts for lighting the streets were 
not awarded until later. This arrangement allowed the council to 
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test the respective merits of each form of lighting before deciding 
between the two. 

The city council granted Mr. W. J. Fewel the right to build a gas 
works in the name of The El Paso Gas, Coke, and Coal Company. 
Mr. Fewel's business associates were Mr. Z. T. White, Mr. P. Rob
erts, Mr. J. W. Zollars, and Mr. J. Freudenthal.26 The council granted 
the franchise early in November of 1883 and allowed Mr. Fewel 
five months to complete the works. The building housing the gas 
works was constructed at the comer of Chihuahua and Third Streets 
and, according to The Lone Stat of February 27, 1884, the first 
house lit up by gas was the restaurant of Look and Swain. 

The franchise for an electricity plant was issued to the Brush 
Electric Light Company at a meeting of the city council on De
cember 14, 1883.27 The ra,te list for electricity reveals a quaint 
feature · of the first El Paso electric lighting system. The charges 
were computed according to the number of lamps used and the 
type of circuit the lamps were on. The lamps would cost $1.00 per 
night each on the all night circuit, $.85 each on the two o'clock 
circuit, and $.6o each on the ten o'clock circuit.28· One wonders if 
there were any El Paso families accustomed to retiring around 
eleven· o'clock who began to retire at ten o'clock after the above 
rates went into effect. 

The Lone Stat of February g, 1884, gives an eye-witness account 
of the first lighting of buildings in El Paso by the new plant: 

Several places were lit up by electricity on Thursday and Friday nights, 
but the lamps at the Acme saloon gave the strongest and steadiest light. 
The crowds that gather there seem in a better humor than elsewhere and 
every passer-by turns to catch a glimpse of the glittering array of glass
ware and mirrors, or stops to hear the hum of voices and the clink of 
chips within. 

Mr. Newman was very pleased with the new form of lighting; 
it was steady, bright, clean, and there were no matches to strike or 
gas to inhale. His only objection to the electric light was the fact 
that, unlike the gas jet, it could not be turned up and down to 
adjust the brilliancy.2 9 

During the latter part of Mayor Magoffin's second term which 
ended in 1885, the city council was concerned with the improvement 
of the streets and the building of sidewalks and sewage lines. 
Progress on these projects was extremely slow due to lack of funds. 
Mayor Magoffin and the council could point with satisfaction to a 
new pest house and hospital which was accepted on January 2, 1885 
by the council. 30 It was a one story frame building constructed by 
M. M. Spencer and W. Henry Rottenbury. 
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Mayor Magoffin, in 1881, had taken office in a little Mexican 
village, but the El Paso city directory for 1885 reveals a far different 
picture. The directory lists five churches: Catholic, Episcopal, Pres
byterian, Methodist, and a nearly completed Baptist church. 

El Paso could boast of a water works, a gas plant, an electric 
power plant, and a telephone exchange of ninety-four subscribers, 
thirteen of whom were in El Paso del Norte. 

There were four newspapers: TheEl Paso Morning Star, The Lone 
Star, The El Paso Daily Times, and the El Paso Sunday Herald. 
Listed in the directory were pharmacies, dry goods stores, printers, 
civil engineers, a painter's supply store, a hardware store, a tin shop, 
a jeweler, importers of beer and natural ice, commission merchants, 
a dentist, and other businesses and professional men. 

El Paso had two first class hotels, the Windsor and the Grand 
Central. The Grand Central Hotel was a four story brick on the 
northwest comer of the plaza. It advertised a magnificient bar, a 
spacious billard room and private parlors. 

The little city had an opera house, a variety theatre and a skating 
rink. The rink was located on the comer of San Antonio and Stanton 
Streets. The El Paso Public School had an enrollment of 285 pupils.31 

The arrival of the railroads had done everything for the little 
village that El Paso's city fathers had hoped. El Paso was by 1885 
firmly established, and although it was still a frontier town, it was 
past its infancy and entering early adulthood. 
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The Last Indian Scouts 

By DANIEL B. CULLINANE 

DURING THE INDIAN WARS from 1865 to 1890, there were many 
detachments of Indians serving with the Army as scouts and guides. 
Among these was one composed of Apaches which participated in 
the campaign against Geronimo, Cochise and many others in Ari
zona, New Mexico and vicinity. This detachment was retained in 
the Army, largely for sentimental reasons, until shortly before World 
War II when it was finally dropped from Army rolls. It was based 
on Fort Huachuca, Arizona during most of its service, and this 
writer first knew it while stationed at Fort Huachuca with the 
1oth U. S. Cavalry from 1927 to 1929. For a brief period in 1928, 
I commanded this detachment in addition to my Cavalry duties. 
At that time the Detachment consisted of one Sergeant, two Corp
orals and sixteen Privates, but soon after that time, the Army refused 
to accept new enlistments and the Detachment's strength dwindled 
from normal attrition until it disappeared from the rolls of the Army. 

In addition to its services against hostile Indians, this Detach
ment, in 1916, entered Mexico with the 10th Cavalry, but was soon 
attached to General Pershing's Headquarters where its members 
performed outstanding service rounding up Villista stragglers and 
others wanted for questioning. Although they had been peaceful 
Indians for many years, the Army had difficulty convincing them 
that they should not shoot all natives they captured. According to 
their logic these persons were enemies and should be destroyed. 
It is interesting to note that many of the members that participated 
in the capture of Geronimo were still in the unit in 1916, and five 
were still active in 1928. Also in 1928, nearly all other members were 
sons or grandsons of original members. 

Although all were Apaches they came from two different branches, 
the White Rivers and the San Carlos, both of which originated in 
the Fort Apache (Arizona) Indian Reservation. They were not good 
friends and were constantly feuding, so it was necessary to put them 
in separate villages about a mile apart. They lived in straw tepees 
with their squaws and large families. They received the Army pay 
of their grade, and in addition a horse allowance for providing their 
own mounts. They also received an issue of forage (hay and oats) 
for one horse. Their horses were small range ponies, smaller than 
cavalry horses, but better suited to their needs. Our biggest head
ache was their habit of acquiring additional mounts which they 
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could not feed. One of their duties at Huachuca, was acting as range 
riders, keeping stray horses and cattle off the large military reserva
tion. An Indian felt disgraced with only one horse and they picked 
up strays whenever they could to add to their string. They could 
stretch the forage for one cavalry horse to feed two of theirs, but 
feeding three or four meant trouble. The best way for them to get 
additional forage was by mid-night requisition from the corrals of 
the other village, which invariably started a small war. The only 
cure for this was to have periodical show-downs of horses, and make 
them take the extras back to the range and tum them loose. 

They always accompanied the 10th Cavalry on maneuvers and 
porformed almost unbelievable feats of tracking and scouting enemy 
locations and strength. They also acquired another, non-military, 
duty. Frequently we were called on from communities all over 
Southern Arizona to dispatch with all haste a unit of five or ten 
Scouts with their mounts to find children, picnickers and hunters 
who were lost in the woods or mountains. They were trucked to 
the area where the lost person was last seen, and turned loose as 
individuals or in pairs. They never failed to find their quarry, al
though it was occasionally too late. 

Several of the young men in the Detachment had been to Indian 
Schools and had some education. One named Tenejeith, a son of 
one of the old scouts, was a graduate of one of the large Indian 
Schools and was an outstanding athlete. No one on the post could 
beat him at tennis and he refused an offer to play baseball with the 
Pacific Coast League. He wanted to be with his family and his 
people. 

On the night of March 11, 1928, two Scouts named Sinew L. Riley 
and Charley Bones came to my living quarters and gave me the 
report below. Bones was a Corporal and on duty that night. Riley 
was a sort of Troop Clerk and could do strange things on a type
writer, as the report shows. He also spoke broken English, enough 
to make himself understood. Few of the Scouts could write although 
several of them could speak English or Spanish. I made an inves
tigation with Bones and Riley, going to their village and later to 
the Post Hospital. It appeared that Scout Sisto Benson had been 
confined to the hospital for some minor complaint while a prisoner 
in the Guard House and during the evening decided to go home. 
A man in civilian clothes, possibly a Medical Officer came looking 
for him. Chow Big and Riley went to the other village to find 
Benson. However, it was almost impossible to find one of these 
Indians if he did not want to be found. They would go to the other 
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village and hide out in a tepee or just go in the brush and hide out. 
In any case the trouble was straightened out the following day. 
Of course, the man in civilian clothes could not have been the Officer 
of the Day or he would have been in uniform. 

The following is an exact reproduction of Charles Bones' report: 

Detachment Of Indian Scouts. 
Ft. Huachuca Ariz. 

To Whom It May Concern. 
March QQ 11 1928 

That about g-o-Clock That a man dress in Civilian Clothes Came 
to Me and Told me that Benson Sisto had beat it from Doctor. Benson 
was wanted for beating his wife. And should be rested and put in the 
Jail At once. And the man dress in Civilian Went away Leaving Orders 
To arrested Benson When he came back To his Camp. Chow Big And 
Me Went over to Benson camp to see that if He came back already so 
We will Take him in our Custerian and arested put in Jail. As man in 
Civilian Clothes Had Order me to do it. When we came to Benson camp 
We find him was at his camp and told him all about what The man Dress 
in Civilian Clothes had Said, But in reply he said that he had been over 
at Jail Himself and nothing had said to him there and came back to his 
camp. 

Here What get my goat The man told Me That the man in civilian 
clothes was Doctor. 

So We again went to Hospital to in inquire to this affect when we 
camp to Hospital We was told that was all fake Order Tha no Doctor 
War over at The Indian Village this evening. Maybe the Officer of the day. 

Corp
Charles Bones 
Chow Big 
Private 

Riley Sinew L. As Interpreter. 
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The Ninth Military District (Territory of New Mexico) 
1848- 1862 

By RICHARD K. McMASTER 

AT THE BATTLE of Bull Run on 21 July 1861, the Regular Army 
was conspicuous by its absence, only a small segment of the regular 
establishment being in evidence. A composite battalion of United 
States Infantry1 and two light batteries2 performed notable service 
until the guns were silenced and captured. Otherwise the character 
of the troops engaged was strictly volunteer or militia. Where was 
the Regular Army? 

Following the Peace of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848, tl1e subject 
which most engaged the attention of the War Department was the 
defense of Texas, New Mexico, and the territory adjacent to our 
own, against the incursions of the neighboring Indian tribes. Some of 
the fiercest and most insolent of the tribes in all that region occupied 
the northern portion of Texas, making frequent forays in Texas, 
New Mexico, and across the Rio Grande into Mexican territory. 

To protect the westward bound travellers and to provide security 
for the rapidly growing settlements, it became necessary to establish 
a chain of forts on the southwestern frontier. To oppose an angry 
Indian population of approximately 400,ooo souls, the Army could 
muster but g,soo officers and men organized into fifteen regiments. 
Of these, three regiments were of Cavalry, four of Artillery, and 
eight of Infantry, each composed of ten companies of approximately 
fifty men. These mere handfuls of men were to be heavily engaged 
in pacifying and stabilizing one third of our nation as we know it 
today. 

First to arrive on the scene of turmoil that was the unboundaried 
Territory of New Mexico, were four companies of U. S. Dragoons3 

and Bragg's light battery.4 These troops, the last of the Army of 
Occupation at Saltillo, marched to Santa Fe in the fall of 1848 under 
the command of Colonel Jolm M. Washington,5 3rd Artillery. 

Designated Military Governor of this vast teiTitory, Washington 
led the first of several fruitless expeditions against the Navajo In
dians to the west of the Rio Grande. He then gaiTisoned with his 
small command the towns of Don Fernando de Taos, Toma, Albu
querque, Dona Ana, and SocoiTo, establishing his headquarters at 
Santa Fe. 

The following year saw the entire 3rd Infantry6 and two com
panies of the znd Artillery7 fanning out from El Paso del Norte8 
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and Santa Fe after long marches across the plains from San Antonio 
and Fort Leavenworth. Additional companies of Dragoons were 
arriving from the cavalry depots at Carlisle and Jefferson Barracks. 

In 1851 the then Department Commander, Colonel E. V. Sumner, 
noting the demoralizing effects on the troops of the garrison towns, 
directed the construction of cantonments and forts to provide a 
constant display of force in the immediate neighborhoods of the 
rampant Indians. One and two company posts were the rule, al
though larger garrisons were desirable. Composite battalions of 
infantry and cavalry were established at Fort Union (Las Vegas), 
Fort Conrad (Val Verde), Fort Fillmore (Mesilla), and at Fort 
Defiance in the Navajo Country, to support the smaller stations. 

By 1854 there remained but four regiments east of the Mississippi 
River, three of artillery and one of infantry. Texas and New Mexico 
had absorbed one half of the Army and the demands for more 
regiments were increasing. The wreck of the Steamer "San Fran
cisco" with the loss of one third of the 3rd Artillery, including its 
commander Colonel Washington, had reduced the size of the effec
tive army. 

In 1855 two additional regiments of infantry and two of cavalry 
were authorized by the Congress. The new infantry was dispatched 
to the Northwest and the cavalry to the Southwest, permitting other 
regiments to be drawn into the whirl-pool of New Mexico. A bat
talion of the 8th Infantry9 re-established Fort Bliss and a squadron 
of the Mounted Rifle Regiment set up shop at Fort Stanton. A 
permanent post was erected at Fort Defiance in the Navajo Country 
and the 1st Dragoons established Fort Buchanan at Tucson. In the 
meantime the 5th Infantry was extending its posts from the Red 
River to the west along "Marcy's Route," followed closely by the 
7th Infantry from Jefferson Barracks. 

An attack by the Navajo Indians upon Fort Defiance'0 in the 
spring of 186o brought immediate reinforcements to the Territory 
of New Mexico. From the Utah Territory came the complete 5th 
and 7th Regiments of Infantry and also three companies of the 
1oth Infantry under Major E. R. S. (Alphabet) Canby, accompanied 
by two troops of the znd Dragoons. The 5th Infantry was dispatched 
to Fort Defiance, the 7th Infantry to Fort Fillmore in southern New 
Mexico. With the arrival of the additional regiments the stage was 
set for the Civil War in the Southwest. 

With the Indians still hopping up and down, the Army had a two 
front war on its hands with the arrival of General Sibley's Con
federate Brigade at Fort Bliss in early July, 1861. To make matters 
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worse, one third of the nine hundred officers of the army were in 
the process of resigning to go South. Some companies were tempo
rarily without any officers at all. Changes in command were frequent. 
Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Canby was at this time appointed a 
Brigadier General and designated the commander of all troops in 
the Territory of New Mexico. 

Operations of the two opposing forces in the New Mexico Terri
tory bore such a resemblance to those of the larger Union and 
Confederate armies in Virginia and Pennsylvania that the campaign 
was aptly called "the Little Civil War." However, the fact that 
Canby and Sibley, the opposing troop commanders, were brothers
in-law interjected a considerable controversey regarding their mo
tives and movements. Canby was often accused of "pulling his 
punches," whereas his theory that the dry and barren country would 
afford the invading Confederates nothing but trouble and difficulty, 
and that once their supplies were exhausted they would be forced 
to withdraw of their own accord, proved correct. 

This in fact was the actual outcome, for in April of 1862 Sibley's 
Brigade withdrew in complete disorder from New Mexico leaving 
a trail of abandoned equipment and materiel. The straggling com
mand arrived at Fort Bliss starved and demoralized, to be greeted 
by tl1e news that additional Union troops were approaching from 
California. Whereupon Sibley withdrew to San Antonio, thus ending 
Confederate operations in the Southwest. 

In February, 1861, all Federal troops in Texas, including the 8th 
Infantry at Fort Bliss, had surrendered their posts, supplies, and 
munitions to the various Confederate Commissioners and were then 
evacuated unmolested to embark for the East. In New Mexico the 
Army under General Canby prepared for war. Troops from the 
smaller outlying garrisons were withdrawn and assembled at the 
larger posts along the river line, and Colorado and New Mexico 
Volunteers and militia were mustered into the Federal service. 

An advance by a small Confederate column11 on Mesilla in late 
July of 1861 resulted in the evacuation of Fort Fillmore at the south
ern end of the river line, and the surrender12 of most of the 7th 
Infantry and elements of the 3rd Cavalry. Not until February of 
1862 were the Confederates prepared to undertake a full scale 
invasion of New Mexico. 

Following a period of preliminary skirmishing, the main bodies 
of the two armies became engaged on the banks of the Rio Grande 
near the village of Val Verde on February 21, 1862. As at the battle 
of Bull Run, the Union artillery'3 played an important role, dom-
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inating the action until suddenly over-run and captured. Canby'4 

withdrew to Fort Craig while Sibley, with vastly reduced transport, 
proceeded toward Albuquerque. 

Upon reaching Albuquerque, Sibley sent a reinforced regiment 
toward the Federal Supply Depot at Fort Union and a detachment 
to Santa Fe. Union troops from Fort Union engaged Sibley's column 
from Albuquerque in a series of actions at Apache Canyon, ' 5 Glorieta 
Pass, and Johnson's Ranch, destroying the Confederate supply trains 
and disabling most of their guns. 

Sibley was now forced to concentrate his forces at Santa Fe to 
replenish his supplies. In the meantime, Canby with his re-organized 
command was marching north from Fort Craig to effect a juncture 
with the Federal forces from Fort Union. As the two Union forces 
joined under Canby to the east of Albuquerque, Sibley decided to 
abandon the country and began his retreat southward. An engage
ment of the opposing forces at Peralta•6 encouraged the Confed
erate withdrawal which thereafter continued unopposed, although 
Canby was presented with several opportunities to cut off Sibley. 
Mter a laborious march the Confederate command reached Fort 
Bliss only to receive news of the approach of the California Column 
under General Carleton. Thereupon Sibley withdrew his troops in 
June to San Antonio, thus ending the campaign. 

In August 1862, the regular regiments marched out of the Terri
tory to the East to become embroiled and lost in the larger confla
gration then taking place. Until the end of the Civil War the 
occupation of New Mexico was taken over by California Volunteers 
in the south, and by Colorado and New Mexico Volunteers in the 
north. It was not until the fall of 1865 that the regular army returned 
to resume the pacification of the New Mexico Territory. 

Engagements, 9th Military District, 1848 ·1862 

1ST .ARTILLERY 
1855 Escort duty. 

2ND ARTILLERY 
1854 Ojo Caliente Canyon. 
1855 Cochotope Pass, Chowatch Valley, Puncha Pass, Headwaters 

3RD ARTILLERY [Arkansas River, Chowatch Valley. 
1846 Las Vegas. 

1ST CAVALRY (1st Dragoons) 
1849 El Cerro del Oya, Canyon del Peno, Dona Ana, Too Koon 
1850 Jornado del Muerto, Raynado, Red River. [ Kurre Butte. 
1851 Gila River. 
1854 Cieneguilla, Ojo Canyon. 
1855 White Mountains, Penasco River, Los Lunas, Cochotope Pass, 

Puncha Pass, Arkansas River, Chowatch Valley. 
1856 Almagre Mountains, Sacramento Mountains. 



1857 Gila River. 
1859 Whetstone Springs, Fort Fillmore, Pinal Apaches. 
186o Mojave River, Providence Mountains. 
1861 Apache Pass. 
1862 Valverde, Fort Union, Fort Craig, Pacha Creek, Apache Can-

2ND CAVALRY ( znd Dragoons) [ yon, Albuquerque. 
1850 Red River. 1852 Laguna. 
1854 Cangillon River, Ojo Canyon, Mora River. 
186o Cold Springs. 1862 Valverde. 

3RD CAVALRY (Mounted Rifles) 
1855 Pecos River. 
1856 Sacramento Mountains. 
1857 Sierra de los Meimbres, Ojo del Muerto, Mogollon Mountains, 

Gila River, Ladrone Mountains, Dragoon Springs. 
1858 Huachua Mountains, Fort Defiance, Bear Springs, Laguna 

Chusca, Laguna Negro, Chusca Valley, Bear Springs, Laguna 
Chusca, Rio Puerco, Ojo del Oso, Bonita Canyon, Juan Chu 
Mountains, Navajo Expedition, Dog Canyon, Burgwin, Pinal 
Apache Expedition, Santa Teresa Mountains. 

1859 Fort Union, Santa Teresa Mountains. 
186o Canyon Alamosa, Canyon del Muerto, Canada de los Penave

titos, Albuquerque, Fort Buchanan, Navajo Country, Cold 
Springs, San Jose. 

1861 Cold Springs, Chaparita, Penasco River, Mesilla, Fort Thorn. 
1862 Valverde, Comanche Canyon, Apache Canyon, Albuquerque, 

3RD INFANTRY [Peralta, Canyon Ladrone. 
1852 Fort Webster. 
1856 Almagre Mountains, Mimbres Mountains. 
1857 Mogollon Mountains, Gila River. 
1858 Ewell's Hay Camp, Laguna Chusca, Canyon de Chile, Laguna 

Negro, Bear Springs, Ojo del Oso, Navajo Expedition, Carrizo. 
1859 Tunicha. 
186o Fort Defiance, Bacon Springs, Attack on Fort Defiance. 

( 1861 Bull Run) 
5TH INFANTRY 

1855 Pecos River. 
186o Fort Fauntleroy, Cold Springs, Los Calitas, Chusca Valley, Fort 
1862 Valverde, Apache Canyon, Peralta. [Fauntleroy. 

7TH INFANTRY 
186o Fort Fauntleroy, Cold Springs, Los Calitas. 
1861 Mesilla, Saint Augustine Pass. 
1862 Valverde, Fort Craig. 

8TH INFANTRY 
1857 Gila River. 
1859 Guadalupe Mountains, Chusca Valley, Bear Springs, San Juan 

River, Ojo del Oso, Navajo Expedition. 
186o Hatch's Ranch, Chaparita. 

( 1861 Bull Run) 
lOTH INFANTRY 

186o Tunicha Mountains, Cold Springs, Fort Fauntleroy. 
1862 Valverde, Albuquerque, Peralta. 
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> BOOK REVIEWS < 

BLOODY TRAILS ALONG THE RIO GRANDE by Nolie Mumey 

(Denver, Colorado: The Old West Publishing Co., 1958; a limited edition of 
soo numbered copies. ) 

SucH IS THE SANGUINE, and rather irrelevant, published title of the diary 
of Pvt. Alonzo F. Ickis, late of Company B, zd Regiment of Colorado 
Volunteer Infantry. Companies A and B of the zd Colorado, initially 
raised as independent units, joined General Canby's Union forces at Fort 
Craig in late January 1862. On February 21st they participated in the 
Battle of Valverde with a distinction which the years have not dimmed, 
later saw action at Peralta, and continued as part of the Federal garrison 
of New Mexico until late spring of 1863. Ickis' diary covers this period 
of service. 

The regular soldiers of the U. S. Army of those days rarely left any 
written record of their experiences or daily life and although there are 
several accounts by Confederate veterans of the New Mexico campaign 
of 1862, seldom is one found written by a Union soldier. Ickis' diary is 
not as detailed nor as lengthy, nor as gossipy, as Ovando Hollister's 
"History of the First Colorado Volunteers" (republished a few years ago 
as "Boldy They Rode") but it carries more of the true flavor of a brief, 
on the spot record of events, impressions, and the ever present camp 
rumours. Hollister wrote his account for publication as a permanent 
regimental record. Ickis did not, and the editor's wise choice in publish
ing this diary practically verbatim adds much to the flavor of authen
ticity so desirable in a primary historical source. 

The book is of particular historical value as being one of the very few 
accounts by a Union participant of the events just preceding the Battle 
of Valverde and the battle itself. As such it is an interesting and valuable 
addition to Southwest history bibliography. It is an essential source for 
any study of Valverde or of Canby's defense of New Mexico. It not only 
reveals troop movements omitted in later accounts but suggests logical 
explanations for some which later writers may have misinterpreted. Better 
known incidents are presented from a new perspective and many entries 
in the diary corroborate previously published accounts. 

Mumey's footnotes ably complement the text, seldom distract the read
er's thought, and are generally accurate except for a few inexplicable 
errors. Colonel Canby was promoted to Brigadier General in the summer 
of 1861 and not at the end of the year as the footnote on page 6g states; 
he was a Major General at the war's close. General Sibley, CSA, did not 
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"take" Fort Bliss in December 1861; it had been turned over to Confed
erate Commissioners nine months before. He did not proceed then to take 
Fort Fillmore, nor at any time ( fn p 100 and text p XX), for it was cap
tured by Lt. Col. Baylor in July 1861 while Sibley was en route to Texas 
from Richmond, having just received authority to raise his brigade. The 
rationalization of Ickis' "cerahoes" to "corahoes" in footnote page 68 
seems rather far fetched as the entry in question was written several 
months before the incident occurred by which Mumey justifies his ex
planation. The epithet "carajo" may have been intended. 

For one not too familiar with the chronology of this campaign it would 
have been less confusing had Ickis' letter telling of the battle been in
serted in its appropriate place in the diary transcript rather than included 
in the editor's prefacing biographical sketch. It is one of the most his
torically valuable parts of the book, describes the high point of Ickis' 
military service, and its early appearance makes the later entries a bit 
anti-climatic. 

Lynn lckis and Nolie Mumey have done a service for all who are inter
ested in our frontier heritage- the former for preserving his father's diary 
and the latter for his recognition of its worth and preparation for publica
tion. The Old West Publishing Company can well take pride in the 
quality of typography, selection of paper, and the graceful simplicity of 
format found in this book. It is a must for the Southwest history aficionado. 

RuHLEN 

THE TRUE STORY OF BILLY THE KID: A TALE OF 
THE LINCOLN COUNTY WAR by William Lee Hamlin. 

(Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton Printers, 1959.) 

AuTHOR Wn..LIAM LEE HAMLIN, a California lawyer who makes a hobby 
of historical research, is convinced that Billy the Kid is a much-maligned 
young man. In the present volume he sets out to prove that Billy was 
"more frequently allied with the forces of law than otherwise," and that 
he killed nobody without "justifiable or extentuating circumstances." 

Mr. Hamlin's first contention doesn't hold water, though Billy's brief 
alliance with Governor Lew Wallace put him temporarily on the side of 
law and order. His second contention stands up better since historians 
now agree that the Kid probably killed no more than seven identifiable 
men - all seven of them for more or less good reason. 

Actually the author does not stop with making a Robin Hood out of 
his outlaw. He undertakes to examine all the known sources of informa
tion, including newspaper stories, court records, and the recollections of 
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survivors. He quotes extensively from such sources and includes two 
appendixes in which he reproduces the most significant of the documents 
involved and annotates some of his statements. 

Undoubtedly he had the materials for a full and factual presentation 
of Billy the Kid's story. Unfortunately, however, he has chosen to try to 
make his account attractive to that mythical personage, the "average 
reader," with the result that his book is not distinguished either as history 
or as fiction. His notes do not give an adequate account of where he got 
his information, and he "fictionizes" continually. For instance, he tells 
what everybody said to everybody else in McSween's burning house dur~ 
ing the big fight in Lincoln. The few survivors told what happened, but 
they did not tape~record their conversations. 

His attempt to write imaginatively has led Mr. Hamlin into various 
kinds of trouble. He isn't sure of his Spanish and lets his characters use 
phrases like "muy gracias." When his Mexican characters attempt to 
speak English, they come up with a dialect never heard in New Mexico 
or anywhere else. And there are errors in historical fact which a careful 
historian would not have made. For instance, Mr. Hamlin has a messenger 
riding furiously to deliver a message to Billy at Alamogordo in the spring 
of 1879. There wasn't any Alamogordo until 18g8. 

Somebody should make it his business to assemble all the known facts 
about our most popular outlaw without trying to write another "Saga of 
Billy the Kid." Perhaps Mr. Hamlin may do it yet. 

c. L. SONNICHSEN 
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> HISTORICAL NOTES < 

As ANNOUNCED at its January meeting, the El Paso Historical So
ciety will award three prizes for the best articles published in the 
current volume of PASSWORD. After much thought and discussion, 
the Board of Directors agreed that the selection of prize winners 
should be made by means of a ballot of the Society's membership. 
A ballot will be enclosed with the October issue of PASSWORD which 
will enable each of you to vote for the articles which, in your opin
ion, exhibit: ( 1) the greatest amount of original thought and re
search, ( 2) interesting presentation, ( 3) literary merit. 

It is hoped that this will be a continuing Program and will stim
ulate interest not only among the readers of the PASSWORD but will 
encourage persons interested in our local heritage to contribute to 
the Magazine. 

The first prize will be $wo.oo; the second prize will be $75.00; 
the third prize will be $5o.oo 

THE FOLLOWING LETTER was written by Nelson McClanahan in 
New Orleans on June 19, 1847, to John R. McClanahan of Jackson, 
Tennessee. The original is in the Southern Historical Collection, 
The University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. Mr. James 
W. Patton, Director of the Collection, kindly gave Dr. John Bloom, 
Associate Professor of History, Texas Western College, permission 
to publish this copy in PASSWORD. 

Dear John: 

After a long, dull, and uninteresting passage of six days from Memphis, 
I am comfortably quartered in No.4, at Mrs. Hall's. I have been a "looker 
on in Vienna" now for nearly a day, and have seen almost a "world of 
wonders," in the way of Rail Roads, Steam Boats, Steam Ships, Schooners, 
Brigds [bridges?], large Hotels, Soldiers and French Niggers. 

The greatest attraction in the city at present is Col. Doniphan and his 
Regiment of Missouri Volunteers, who are called "Lions" here, but in my 
opinion they look n:ore like Rocky Mountain Bears, than New Orleans 
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or any other sort of "Lions" that I have ever seen. Col. Doniphan looks 
like a "host" himself. He is six feet four inches high - weighs about two 
hundred and forty to sixty pounds -raw-boned -has fingers about nine 
inches long- feet in proportion- his hair is a sort of sandy red and 
sticks out something like Porcupine quills, and his men say that he is not 
afraid of the Devil or the God that made him. His men, a great many of 
them, look more like giants than men, being from six feet to six feet four 
inches and a half in height. If you can imagine a man about six feet two 
to four and a half inches inches [sic] high, and well proportioned, with 
a deer skin (hair on) hunting shirt and pantaloons, the seams fringed 
with the same material cut into strings, and a bear skin stre[t]ched over 
his face, with nothing but eye-holes cut in it, you can see a large portion 
of Doniphan's Regiment. They are swaggering about the Verandah and 
St. Charles with an air of the most perfect nonchalance of any set of 
fellows you ever saw. 

DoNIPHAN ENTERING EL PAso, CHRISTMAS EvE, 1848 
(Drawing by Jose Cisneros) 
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DR. MARTIN HARDWICK HALL will be remembered 
for his excellent article, "The Journal of Ebenezer 
Hanna," in PASSWORD, III, 1 (January, 1958). Dr. 
Hall is presently teaching in the Department of 
Social Studies, McNeese State College, Lake 
Charles, Louisiana. 

CLYDE WISE, JR., was born in Brownwood, Texas 
in 1930. After his graduation from Polytechnic High 
School, Fort Worth, Texas, in 1948, he attended 
Arlington State College, Arlington, Texas, before 
enlisting in the U. S. Air Force in 1951. After dis
charge from the Air Force in 1956, Mr. Wise en
rolled at Texas Western College where he received 
his B.A. degree in 1959· Mr. Wise is presently en
rolled at Texas Western College where he is com

pleting studies for an M.A. degree in History. Mr. Wise and his wife, 
Martha, reside at Apartment 14B, Veteran's Circle, El Paso. 

MAJOR RICHARD K. McMASTER, USA (Ret.) is a frequent contributor to 
PASSWORD of articles, book reviews and drawings. His two-part article, 
"Canby's Captains," will be published in 1961. 

CoLONEL DANIEL B. CILLINANE, USA (Ret.) is the author of two pre
viously published articles in PAsswoRD, "Ciudad Juarez and the Escobar 
Revolution," III, 3 (July, 1958) and "General B. H. Grierson- Indian 
Fighter," IV, 4 (October, 1959). 

DR. C. L. SoNNICHSEN is El Paso's most noted author. His eighth book, 
Tularosa, is due off the press this month. Dr. Sonnichsen has been Chair
man of the English Department since coming to Texas Western College 
in 1933· In September he will assume his new duties as Dean of the 
Graduate School, TWC. 

BRIG. GENERAL GEORGE RuHLEN is another favorite author of the readers 
of PAsswoRD. For the past two years he has been stationed on Taiwan 
but will return Statesside early this summer. 
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