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THE GOOD OLD DAYS 
by MARY ANNE KENNEDY 

WHAT YOUNGSTER as he sits enthralled by a movie at the Crawford 
Theater is aware of the fact that beneath him is a 10o,ooo gallon 
tile-lined swimming pool? And who would believe that events just 
as exciting as those on the screen once took place on the very ground 
on which the theater now stands? 

This episode in El Paso history had its beginning before 1900 with 
Harry H. Bailey and his brother, who both realized the great possi
bilities of El Paso in the future. Mr. Bailey's brother, however, saw 
the need then of some amusement feature for the growing city, and 
he conceived the idea of a natatorium - a glorified swimming pool. 
Selecting a site for the pool was the first matter at hand. The real 
estate agent suggested two locations: one where the federal building 
opposite the Courthouse is located, and the other where the Craw
ford Theater now stands. It was the Baileys' opinion that a town 
always grows toward the heights, so they favored the second sugges
tion, except that the railroad tracks ran between it and the Plaza. 
But when the real estate agent assured them plans were being made 
even then to move the raihoad, they secured the site for $300. 

The Bailey brothers had a cousin in New York, a prominent archi
tect, who drew up the plans and specifications for the natatorium. 
But New York requirements were quite different from El Paso's, and 
it proved quite a task for El Paso contractors to fulfill them. First 
of all, the specifications called for practically a carload of cement
a relatively new material, and almost unknown in El Paso. Only a 
dozen sacks could be found in the whole city, and the carload, about 
twenty tons, had to be brought from Atlas, New York. As might be 
expected, there was no one in El Paso who could do cement work. 
Ira Shecles was brought from Santa Monica, California, who not 
only did the work on the natatorium but also laid El Paso's first side
walk. Curious El Pasoans gathered in crowds to watch the laying of 
the "artificial stone." The second floor of the building housed the 
first modem Turkish baths in El Paso. There was also a balcony from 
which watchers could view the exhibitions going on in the pool. It 
was a popular sobering up stunt to jump the eight feet from the 
balcony to the swimming pool. A watchman was always kept on 
duty with a long pole and hook to fish out any girl who could not 
swim, or a man who was too drunk. On the top floor of the nata-

[ 711 



torium there was a ballroom floor 45 x 100 feet. Many grand balls 
and cake walks were held there; in fact, the idea of a Country Club 
grew from this. But matters did not always run smoothly on the 
third floor. The society "folks" wanted certain people, usually gam
blers and saloon keepers, excluded from the balls. Then they became 
so high handed as to want whole families barred. Mr. Bailey finally 
had to eliminate this society element to keep peace. 

Exhibitions were put on every Saturday night. For example, one 
night a woman dummy was dressed, and during the finish of a staged 
race, the dummy fell from the balcony into the pool. All the "con
testants" immediately scrambled out, and the poor "woman" was 
left to drown. To the cries of "Save her! Save her!" two men finally 
responded. But when they got into the water they began a contest 
to determine which one would rescue her. In the fight they pro
ceeded to tear the "woman's" clothes off, much to the indignation 
of the audience. At last, when the onlookers saw the "woman's" cor
set floating on the water, the joke became apparent. 

An attendant was always on hand to watch the pool. But one 
afternoon while it was being filled, Harry Bailey sent him to clean 
the bathrooms. There were only two young girls in swimming, a 
Miss Martin and Mary Fasset, and Mrs. Fasset was watching from 
the balcony. As Mr. Bailey walked around the pool in his finest 
flannel suit waiting for the attendant to return, he noticed one of the 
girls duck the other while they were under the diving board. Realiz
ing there would be trouble, he called the attendant who heard but 
did not come immediately. Mr. Bailey lay down on the diving board 
and tried to reach the girls, but as they went down for the third 
time he rolled off and grabbed them. The water was only six feet 
deep, and he could get their heads above water - but not his own. 
And each time he came up for air, one of the girls pushed him down 
again. At last the attendant arrived to save all three - the girls so 
full of water that they were unconscious. The two men rolled the 
girls over barrels until they brought them back to life, and then they 
revived Mrs. Fasset. 

One of the gamblers barred from the weekly dance on the roof 
garden was a certain Mr. Dixon. He was a very popular and hand
some man who loved the dances, and was mortally offended when 
he learned that he was to be eliminated. His reputation was summed 
up in the slogan, "one lick from his mighty right was a month in the 
hospital, two licks death." He immediately got drunk and declared 
he would wipe out the whole natatorium. It was early in the evening 
when friends called to warn Harry Bailey of Dixon's threats. Mr. 
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Bailey rounded up his crew and waited for the mighty attack. It was 
soon after the warning that the carbon stick light in front of the 
natatorium began to sputter. Mr. Bailey looked all around before 
going out to repair the light, but when he saw no one, he laid his 
club down. The next time Bailey turned around Dixon stood be
tween him and the door. When Mr. Dixon charged, Mr. Bailey 
stepped aside throwing Dixon off balance and then availing himself 
of the opportunity to land a powerful blow in his face. Dixon tried 
to kick Mr. Bailey in two. It was then that Billy Smith, the city 
detective, arrived to take Dixon away. The next morning at Court, 
Mr. Bailey was advised always to carry a gun as Dixon might try 
again to exterminate the natatorium. It was not long after this inci
dent that the Baileys sold the building, and the recorded history of 
El Paso's first swimming pool ends. 

__ .L~...l_ 
-- ·~ ~--=-
--~ .. ,.._,._-.._,__ 

EDITOR's NOTE: When Carl Hertzog read the galley proof of the above article, something 
"rang a bell." A search of his library brought forth the autobiography of Harry H. Bailey. 
The book was first run in serial form in the Las Cruces (New Mexico) Citizen from 1946 
to 1948. It was titled When New Mexico was Young. On January 1, 1947, all the posses
sions of Mr. Bailey were destroyed in a disastrous fire. These included manuscripts, 
documents and photographs he had spent years collecting and compiling. At the time 
the story had run less than one-third its length and thereafter Mr. Bailey had to rely 
entirely upon his memory. 

Mr. Bailey was not an educated man but he was a natural story teller. Thus the book 
is not only easy to read but also unusually interesting. Too, it has historical value. As 
Homer E. Gruver, editor of the Citizen, notes : "It will stand forever as a monument to 
a great pioneer of this valley." Today this 203-page, paper-back book is out of print and 
considered a collector's item. 

Much of the above article was taken verbatim from the book. The purpose of this note 
is to give credit where credit is due-to Harry S. Bailey who should enjoy the by-line. 
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THE LAST WILD WEST TRAIN ROBBERY 

By BARBARA CAUSEY 

BY 1937 the Wild West had become history. Bygone hold-ups sup
plied plots for shoot-' em-up movies. Street duels were fictionalized 
as pulp magazine melodramas. Badman accessories were imitated 
on dime store toy counters in the form of cap pistols and ten gallon 
hats made of cardboard. 

Two youths who should have outgrown the age of playing cow
boys did not want to believe that the Wild West was in the past. 
They were Henry Lorenz, twenty-two years old, and Harry Dwyer, 
twenty-seven years old. 1 

On the night of November 24, 1937, the pair boarded a Southern 
Pacific train, the Apache, in El Paso, Texas. Their tickets were 
stamped "Hermanas, New Mexico," a sparse desert community about 
100 miles west in the southern part of that state. 

Perhaps the late hour, 11:50 p.m., made the men less conspicuous 
than they would have been in daylight. Both wore black Mexican 
sombreros, leather jackets, rodeo pants and cowboy boots. One gir
dled his waist with a wide leather belt, tooled like those which are 
made in Juarez, Mexico. 

Each concealed a six-shooter on his person; each sported a tattoo 
under his shirt sleeve. Lorenz's read "In Memory of Mother Love." 
Dwyer had a good-luck horseshoe engraved on his right forearm, a 
heart and arrow on his left. 

Lorenz, the youngest, was over six feet; he weighed about 150 

pounds. The tall, scrawny youth had bright blue eyes and a shock 
of thick, brown hair. His companion was under six feet but he carried 
more weight, around 190 pounds. His hair was auburn. Neither were 
native Westerners. Lorenz, who was born in Germany, had been 
reared in Manitowoc, Wisconsin. Dwyer was from Nova Scotia. 

They sat in the first day coach next to the baggage car. The 
Apache sped along the desert, across the Texas-New Mexico line 
outside of El Paso, over the bridge which crosses the Rio Grande 
at Anapra, on toward a frame-house railroad junction at Mt. Riley, 
New Mexico. Outside the train windows, they could see dim out
lines of mesquite bushes and shadowy crests of barren mountains. 
Sand and parched vegetation stretched across a broad vista. 

Passengers around Lorenz and Dwyer were nodding, drifting off 
to sleep and dreaming of a new day, a day which meant turkey 
dinner, for November 25th was Thanksgiving. The evening papers 
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stated that President Franklin Delano Roosevelt would observe his 
feast at the White House. 

As the train neared Mt. Riley, forty miles out of El Paso, Lorenz 
and Dwyer jumped up from their coach seats. "Hands up," they 
shouted, as they waved their six-shooters. 

Lorenz stuck his gun in the back of Jim Velsir, brakeman. 
"Now I want you to stop the train."" 
Velsir, with the hold-up man behind him, walked the length of the 

car. They headed for the cord which would pull the Apache to a halt. 
Partner Dwyer went to work. He stuck his pistol in the faces of 

sleep-dazed passengers. "This is a stick-up," he shouted. "Empty 
your pockets." 

Up the line in the coach a passenger named Jose A. Rodriquez 
thought fast. He pulled his watch from his pocket and dropped it 
through the armhole of his vest. The flat side of gold settled near 
his waist. Two Hotel Dieu student nurses, Misses Margaret and 
Beatrice Breton of El Paso, awoke with a gun muzzle pointed at 
them. They dived behind their seats. 

Dwyer went on, making his way among petty cash and pocket 
watches. Lorenz and the brakeman reached the vestibule. Brakeman 
V elsir pulled the cord; the train lurched. At that moment, Rodriquez 
was Dwyer's intended victim. The passenger lost his balance; the 
bandit fired. The bullet hit the watch which stopped at exactly 
12:42 a.m. and saved the owner's life. 

When Lorenz heard the shot, he uttered a curse word and turned 
back toward the coach. The train slowed, but V elsir had not applied 
enough pressure to pull it to a complete stop. 

For a brief moment Dwyer's face lost its hard expression; he was 
confused. S. Webb, a mechanic from El Paso, took advantage of the 
robber's uncertainty. He stuck out his foot and tripped the bandit 
who was gathering loot. Dwyer fired again; the bullet tore a hole in 
the mechanic's leather jacket right under his armpit. Webb's state
ment following the hold-up was, "I wasn't scared at the time, but 
now I'm shaking all over."3 

Mayhem followed. Roger Moon, an El Paso railroad yardman, 
jumped Dwyer. Other passengers, citizens at least fifty years re
moved from the properly docile behavior of train robbery victims, 
joined Moon in his attack. Dwyer went down- to the carpet of 
the coach. 

Lorenz, who had come back to the car to investigate the commo
tion, fired into the midst of the tussle. He hit W. L. Smith, another 
railroad yardman from El Paso. The Nurses Breton had come out of 
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hiding; they and an unidentified passenger from Douglas, Arizona, 
fell on Lorenz. 

Velsir later described the actions of the student nurses: "There 
was a flurry of skirts and those girls really were in the middle of it. 
They not only weren't scared but used their hands to good ad
vantage."4 

Dwyer was almost unconscious from his beating and Lorenz was 
subdued by the time passengers found rope to tie them up - a length 
of bell cord which ran along the top of the windows. 

The wounded Smith was bleeding profusely. Margaret and Bea
trice Breton gave him first aid while the train puffed on through 
desert terrain, along a line where there were no big towns, no 
medical assistance - only the Mexican border a few miles south. 

At Hachita, New Mexico, the Apache stopped long enough for 
Sheriff John Hall and Special Officer Red Padgett to take the bandits 
into custody. Dwyer and Lorenz were transported to the nearest jail 
at Deming, about thirty miles north of the rail line. They had gar
nered fifteen dollars in cash and six pocket watches for their efforts. 

The train rolled on toward Arizona. Three hours after the hold-up 
and just in reach of medical care, Smith died. The railroad employee 
was not even on duty; he was on his way to see his daughter in 
California. He planned to bring his child home to El Paso, to visit 
the mother who lay critically ill in a hospital. Because two youths 
had admired the heroism of "Billy the Kid" type characters, Smith 
never accomplished his mission. 

The El Paso Herald-Post on November 25 carried a black head
line : "Train Bandits Kill El Pasoan."5 The lead column gave details 
of the hold-up. Other front page stories on that day and the follow
ing related strange events which led to robbery and murder. The 
total picture came into perspective through statements by law offi
cials, local citizens and the bandits, themselves. 

Sheriff R. G. Franey of Luna County, New Mexico, told the press: 
"They had never been in the cow country until 5 or 6 weeks ago."6 

Lorenz and Dwyer met in a Brooklyn machine shop where they 
were employed. The pair had a common interest-Wild West fiction. 
They saved their money and made the trip to the wide-open spaces 
which they had long dreamed about. After a useless attempt at 
prospecting in Arizona, they decided to look for adventure in New 
Mexico and Texas. They arrived in El Paso on November 10, and 
checked into Hotel Grand at 101J~ South El Paso Street. Mrs. M. T. 
Henderson, hotel manager, told robbery investigators: "One of them 
showed me credentials from the press service. They told me they 
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were on a secret mission. They said it was concerning a big kidnap
ing that centered around Juarez."7 

Another citizen who remembered Lorenz and Dwyer was 0. B. 
Hocker, owner of the Sheldon Buffet. They contacted Hocker, who 
was a horse owner, about purchasing two mounts. "They were just 
a couple of drug-store cowboys," Hocker said in his statement. 
"Neither one of them knew how to ride. I showed Lorenz my horse 
and he acted like such a tenderfoot that I asked him if he had ever 
ridden before."8 

Hocker refused to sell, but the youths did find a willing horse 
merchant at McElroy's stockyard. They bought two plugs for a total 
of $140. In an El Paso pawnshop they purchased the six-shooters 
and in Juarez they gathered their cowboy rig. Then, in the tradition 
of their Wild West idols, they took off across the desert for Deming, 
New Mexico- a horseback ride of over one hundred miles. 

In Deming, Lorenz and Dwyer renewed an acquaintance they 
had made with two sisters who lived there. They had met the girls, 
ages fifteen and twenty, on November 6 while they were working 
for a carnival in the small New Mexico town. The boys must have 
been good talkers because they convinced the young ladies to return 
to El Paso with them. The four arrived in the border city on Monday, 
November 22. 

The fate of the horses and the names of the girls were not revealed 
in newspaper accounts. After the hold-up, the sisters were arrested 
in a downtown hotel and returned to their parents. But not before 
they made a statement to the local sheriff, Chris P. Fox: "The boys 
told us they were going west yesterday. They said we had better 
rent a cheaper room for a few days. I asked them if we would see 
them again, and Bill told me that he probably would write us later."9 

She was speaking of Henry Lorenz who had two aliases, Bill Miller 
and Earl Wilson. The conversation which the girl recounted occurred 
about 10 p.m., before Lorenz and Dwyer boarded the Apache at 
11: so. An empty pocket as much as a desire to recreate the Wild 
West motivated the hold-up. The pair possessed $1.10 between them 
after they bought train tickets to Hermanas. 

In the jail at Deming, the kids from Brooklyn had lost the de
meanor of Western badmen. A strutting, swaggering imitation of 
the James boys or maybe the Daltons gave way to a tragi-comic 
interrogation. "The West," said Lorenz, "isn't what we thought it 
was. We read a lot of Western magazines about it. We just got tired 
of working, so we came out to see what it was like. We found out 
that we can't beat the law. We're right where we belong." 
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Deputy Sheriff Jack Robertson quizzed Lorenz about their intend
ed escape across the desert: "How do you think you could have 
gotten away in that sand with your high-heel boots?" 

"We hadn't thought of that," said Lorenz.10 

Meanwhile, authorities were conferring about what to do with the 
lads. They were transferred to Las Cruces, seat of the county in 
which the hold-up and murder took place. District Attorney Martin 
Tlu:eet pondered the charge. On November z6 he discovered an old 
New Mexico territorial law. He considered prosecuting them under 
the statute which read: "Anyone found guilty of assault on a train 
with intent to rob, if death or injury proceeds from the attempt, is 
subject to the death penalty."n 

A subdued and repentant attitude, however, on the part of Lorenz 
and Dwyer probably did much to soften the demands of the prose
cution. At first, officials decided to enter a charge of first degree 
murder instead of train robbery. The penalty was the electric chair. 
But just before the trial, attorneys for the state changed the charge 
to second degree murder which carried a lessor penalty. Found 
guilty, the make-believe badmen were sentenced to not less than 
fifty years and not more than seventy-five years of hard labor at the 
State Penitentiary at Santa Fe. 12 

On March 3, 1961, H. A. Cox, warden at Santa Fe, answered an 
inquiry about Lorenz and Dwyer: "Both individuals were given a 
seventy-five year sentence in February, 1938, and granted condi
tional release in February, 1945. Since their release, they have at no 
time been brought to the attention of the institution and consequent
ly their present whereabouts are unknown."13 

The last Wild West train robbery, a hall-century removed from 
its appropriate era, has now become another story for the folklore 
makers. But a question remains unanswered. Do Lorenz and Dwyer, 
wherever they may be, have children? And if so, do the parents 
allow the youngsters to watch the television gunslingers? The fathers 
should know, from first-hand experience, what can happen to im
pressionable young minds. 
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CANBY'S CAPTAINS of the SOUTHWEST 
1860-1862 

By RicHARD K. McMAsTER 

PART I 

INTRODUCTION 

DuRING THE PERIOD between wars, the people of this country are 
usually unaware that they even have an Army. This was especially 
true of the years following the War with Mexico when most of our 
small army was serving on frontier duty. The country,except for those 
parts immediately on our new frontiers, rarely saw a military man. 

At that time, the principal interest of the War Department was 
the occupation and pacification of the large territories added to the 
United States by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. To this end, all 
but four of the fifteen small regiments were deployed west of the 
Mississippi River. One-half of the army was entangled in Texas and 
New Mexico alone. In 1855 the over-extended army was authorized 
four new regiments in order to perform its mission. 

When Fort Sumter was fired upon, the authorized strength of the 
army was 16,ooo men. The fact that it was under strength is indi
cated by the two company garrison of Fort Sumter which mustered 
but sixty-one men, less than one regulation company of artillery. 

The officers who led these troops were either captains in their own 
right, or held brevet ranks earned in the War with Mexico. In some 
cases lieutenants were commanding companies due to a shortage of 
officers in the field. Most of the senior officers on duty with troops 
were commanding by virtue of brevet rank, while the actual com
manders were of such an age that they no longer were able to take 
the field. The sudden departure of many of these officers at the out
break of the Civil War left their contemporaries stranded as subor
dinates in the small regular force on the frontier. 

Some clarification is required regarding the organization and desig
nation of units. The infantry regiments for instance, were composed 
of ten companies, each company being authorized one captain, two 
lieutenants, four sergeants, four corporals, and forty-two privates. 
The Dragoons had fifty privates per company, all armed with pistol, 
carbine, and saber. The Regiment of Mounted Rifles, or "R. M. R.," 
was larger than either the infantry or dragoon regiments, having 
sixty-four privates per company to provide additional men for horse-
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holders in dismounted action. Artillery companies were similar in 
organization to the infantry, with the exception of the few harnessed 
batteries which numbered one hundred men. In 1855 the 1st and 
2nd Cavalry were authorized, increasing the cavalry arm to five 
regiments. Six years later the 1st and 2nd Dragoons were redesig
nated the 1st and 2nd Cavalry, the Regiment of Mounted Rifles 
became the 3rd Cavalry, and the new 1st and 2nd Cavalry were 
renamed the 4th and 5th Cavalry. 

~ ~ ~ 

ATTACK ON FoRT DEFIANCE 

FoRT DEFIANCE, described by Colonel Mansfield in 1853 as the 
most beautiful and interesting post in the New Mexico Territory, 
was located in the middle of the Navajo Indian Country some two 
hundred miles west of Albuquerque and the Rio Grande del Norte. 
Situated at the eastern entrance of the Cafion Cito in a picturesque 
valley north of the village of Zuni, the post was so far west that the 
waters of the neighborhood flowed into the Pacific. 

Construction of the post by troop labor was begun in the fall of 
1851 and was completed about two years later. The buildings were 
mostly of logs and mud but some good stone ware houses were in 
use. Grazing in the locality was excellent, and hay and wood were 
abundant. The soil afforded good garden produce and the seasons 
were favorable for many crops. Supplies for the post were obtained 
through Albuquerque, with the exception of com which was ob
tained from the Pueblo of Zuni. 

The post was designed for a minimum garrison of three companies 
and was well located to watch over the operations of the Navajo 
Indians who could muster about one thousand warriors. The post 
had one disadvantage, being commanded within musketry range by 
a rocky ridge to the east. The erection of two small block houses on 
this ridge had been recommended by Inspector General Mansfield 
to remedy the situation, but construction had been delayed for rea
sons unknown. 

After years of annoyance by the mere presence of the troops, the 
Navajo Indians mounted an attack upon the fort on April 3oth, 186o. 
They were aware that the garrison had been reduced in strength by 
the withdrawal of one of the four companies to Ojo del Oso, and also 
by the discharge of some sixty men in the course of a few months. 

The attack was begun soon after the moon went down at about 
four o'clock in the morning, fully half an hour before the break of 
day. It was executed with considerable sagacity and skill from three 
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sides. The Indians took possession of the hill on the east side of the 
post which rose like a wall overlooking the post, and was within 
short firing distance. 

They also took possession of a ravine on the southwest corner of 
the garrison where the corrals and magazines were located. The third 
and most important point of attack was on the west side and north
west corner of the post where they took possession of the garden 
fences, the wood piles, and the rear of the sutler's store. At all three 
of these points of attack, the enemy was enabled to approach in the 
night undiscovered, the peculiar and extraordinary location of the 
post serving to their advantage. It was never deemed probable that 
they would ever have the hardihood to attack the post, although 
such an attack had been threatened by them ever since the post was 
established. 

The attack was begun by firing upon the sentinel at the corrals 
near the ravine, followed by war-whoops and yells of a thousand or 
more savages resounding from all sides. The three companies of the 
3rd Infantry turned out promptly and took their positions for defense 
without confusion, although the enemy's fire appeared to be pouring 
in from all directions. As soon as formed, Lieutenant Hildtt with part 
of Company C attempted to get into the garden on the west side of 
the post, but was driven back to the corners of the company bake 
house and the laundress's quarters by the heavy fire of the enemy, 
who were screened behind the fences and wood piles. 

At th southwest corner of the post, Company E under Lieutenant 
Whipple had secured the magazine, the corrals, the stables, and 
from inside the hay corrals had driven the enemy from the ravine. 
On the east side of the post, Company B commanded by Lieutenant 
Dickinson, s was in place between the post and the front of the 
abrupt hill on the east. 

When the day commenced to dawn, it was discovered that the 
enemy was in retreat up the mountain side, and Lieutenant Hildt 
with Company C was ordered to pursue. On ascending the mountain, 
the men with him were fired upon by the men in the garrison, where
upon he halted and the orders were countermanded. 

Soon after, there being a little light, the enemy was seen in force 
on the hills to the north and near the post. Company C was reformed 
for the purpose of attacking them when it was fired at from the crest 
of the hill on the east side. Both Captain Johns4 and Lieutenant Hildt 
were then ordered to clear the heights to the north. Lieutenant Dick
inson was ordered with Company B to scale the rocky hill on the 
east side, and after a short but brisk fire the enemy was dispersed 
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from this position. The advance of Captain Johns' command caused 
the Indians to flee in confusion, leaving in their wake a dead chief. 
Pursuit was continued one mile further when all companies were 
recalled to the post. The attack which lasted about two hours, re
sulted in the death of one soldier and the wounding of two others, 
all by arrows. The loss to the Indians was adjudged heavy by later 
reports. 

In his report of the action, Captain and Brevet Major Shepherd,5 

commanding Fort Defiance, noted that the men were cheerful and 
prompt in their courage but appeared glad to get away when their 
terms expired. He stated that the duty was harassing and that dan
ger was imminent, and that both were increasing every day. 

Throughout 186o the Army was constantly in the field and upon 
an active war footing, thus the Western frontier became the training 
ground of the great soldiers of the Civil War. In New Mexico the 
outrages and depredations of the Indians had been most daring and 
numerous, and nearly the whole territory was said to have been in
fested by them throughout the season. In mid-summer Major Charles 
Ru:ff6 led six companies of the Mounted Rifles into the field for 
three months on an expedition against the Comanches and Kiowas. 
Captain Ewell7 likewise took the field with the 1st Dragoons and 
conducted a campaign as far west as Fort Buchanan against the 
Apaches. However, there were insufficient troops in the territory to 
subdue the warlike tribes. 

To make an effective campaign against the Indians, and to chastise 
them in an exemplary manner, it became necessary to take a large 
part of the troops stationed in Utah southward to New Mexico. This 
march of six hundred miles, through a trackless wilderness, was 
performed in a very creditable manner and in good time. The troops 
marched south in four commands, twenty-five companies of dragoons 
and infantry in the aggregate, using ox teams for transport. 

Under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Morrison8 were five 
companies of the 7th Infantry and one of the 2nd Dragoons, fifteen 
officers and 363 enlisted men; under Major Lynde9 five companies 
7th Infantry and one of the znd Dragoons, eleven officers and 338 
enlisted men; under Major and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel E. R. S. 
Canby10 were three companies of the 5th Infantry and three of the 
1oth Infantry, eleven officers and 370 enlisted men; Captain and 
Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Chapman11 commanded six companies of 
the 5th Infantry, eleven officers and 392 enlisted men. The remaining 
company of the 5th Infantry was exploring a route from Green River, 
Utah, to Santa Fe under Lieutenant Stith.12 
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These troops were ready after a short rest, to make movements of 
one hundred and fifty miles more, and then to prosecute campaigns 
against the numerous and powedul Navajo Indians. With Major 
Canby, 10th Infantry, in over-all command, the troops moved against 
the Indians in three columns during the winter of 186o-1861. Captain 
and Brevet Major Henry H. Sibley13 of the znd Dragoons command
ed the second column, and Captain McLaws14 of the 7th Infantry 
commanded the third. Operations of the fifteen companies were 
based on Fort Defiance. 

Upon completion of the Navajo campaign, the companies of the 
5th and 1oth Infantry relieved those of the 3rd and 8th Infantry 
(two companies from Fort Bliss) stationed at Forts Defiance, Faunt
leroy, Garland, Marcy, Union, Stanton, and Hatch's Ranch in the 
North. The 7th Infantry stationed two companies at Fort Buchanan, 
Arizona, two at Fort Breckinridge, Arizona, under Lieutenant
Colonel Morrison (relieving one company from Fort Bliss), two at 
Fort McLane, New Mexico, under Major Lynde, and three at Fort 
Fillmore, New Mexico, commanded by Captain and Brevet Major 
Paul. 1 s Captain McLaws' company of the 7th Infantry was stationed 
at Fort Craig. Two companies of the 1st Dragoons were at Fort Bu
chanan, one each of the znd Dragoons at Forts Marcy and Garland. 
The Regiment of Mounted Rifles was deployed at Forts Fillmore, 
Craig, Stanton, and Union. 

Much had happened in national affairs while Major Canby was 
operating against the Navajos during the winter of 186o-1861. Of 
immediate concern was the surrender of all posts and property in 
the Department of Texas by General David E. Twiggs on February 
18th, 1861, to the Confederates. Involved in the surrender were the 
four companies of the 8th Infantry which, although stationed at 
Fort Bliss, were serving in the Department of New Mexico. Their 
commander, Captain and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel I. V. D. Reeve, 16 

did not want to obey General Twigg's order to surrender but was 
unable to receive either verbal or written authority from the Secre
tary of War to take his command and property into New Mexico. 

The 3rd Infantry, after ten years in the Territory of New Mexico 
was forced to surrender three companies at Saluria, Texas, on April 
zsth, 1861. Five companies of that regiment that had departed 
earlier under Captain George Sykes17 were among the few regular 
troops in action at the First Battle of Bull Run. Two other companies 
of the 3rd Infantry also evaded surrender and took part in the actions 
at Pensacola and Fort Pickens, Florida, in the fall of 1861. 
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OPERATIONS NEAR FoRT FILLMORE 

ON JUNE nth, 1861, Colonel William Wing Loring, R.M.R., Com
mander of the Department of New Mexico, having submitted his 
resignation as an officer of the United States Army, departed from 
the Headquarters at Santa Fe. 

Upon the departure of Colonel Loring, Major and Brevet Lieu
tenant-Colonel E. R. S. Canby, 10th Infantry, was placed in general 
charge of affairs in the Department of New Mexico. This department 
was embraced in the Western Department from July to November 
of 1861 and thereafter was reestablished as the Department of New 
Mexico under Major Canby. 

The leisurely passage of Colonel Loring from post to post south
ward down the Rio Grande was a source of embarassment to Major 
Canby. For measures were taken after Colonel Loring left Santa Fe 
to concentrate sufficient forces at Fort Fillmore in the South to cover 
the movements that would be necessary in withdrawing troops from 
the interior of Arizona. Several resigned officers who had previously 
left the Territory through Texas, were aiding and counseling the 
Confederates in their contemplated movements against New Mexico, 
and information implicated one or more who had not yet left the 
department. When Colonel Loring left Santa Fe, every officer there 
had implicit confidence in his integrity. That confidence had now 
been shaken by his delayed departure and alleged complicity. In
structions were issued to the effect that no considerations of delicacy 
would be permitted to interfere when the honor of the country and 
the safety of the command were involved. 

The seriousness of the situation at Fort Fillmore was indicated by 
the seizure and theft of the forty-one horses of Company A, Mounted 
Rifles, prior to the departure of Colonel Loring from that post and 
the department on June 23rd. No effort was made to retake the 
horses, although the soldiers pleaded with their officers to allow 
them to follow the theives. There was reason to believe that Colonel 
Loring's influence, coupled with other causes, may have been pro
ductive of the efforts in that quarter. This was the first of a series of 
operations that naturally were to be expected unless prompt meas
ures were taken to defeat them. 

On July 3rd, Fort McLane,'8 New Mexico, was abandoned and 
the four companies of the 7th Infantry from that post and Fort 
Breckinridge, Arizona, began to arrive at Fort Fillmore. Major 
Lynde then relieved Major Paul in command of the post and the 
seven companies of infantry and one of dismounted Rifles now 
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assembled there. Enroute were two more companies of Mounted 
Rifles. The reinforced garrison was deemed sufficient by Colonel 
Canby to screen the withdrawal of the troops from Fort Buchanan, 
Arizona, and also to counteract the designs of the Texans at Fort 
Bliss upon Fort Fillmore. 

It was notorious that for several months past, the Confederate 
sympathizers and others had been tampering with the enlisted men 
at the posts in the South, and offering them large bribes to induce 
them to desert. Of the enlisted men, many of whom were of foreign 
extraction, only twenty-six were reported to have left their posts in 
1861 to join the Confederate ranks. Unhappily for Major Lynde, all 
twenty-six defectors were from his command at Fort Fillmore, one 
hospital steward, one sergeant, and twenty-four privates. Major 
Lynde had noted in his reports that the disaffection prevailing in 
his command had been increased by the conduct of officers who had 
left their posts without authority. Captains Garland1 9 and Jones"0 

of the 7th Infantry, both Virginians, had simply disappeared from 
Fort Fillmore without leaving a trace. 

It was rumored in civilian circles that all the officers at Fort Fill
more except two, were avowedly with the South, and were only 
holding on to their commissions in order to embarrass the Govern
ment, and at the proper time to turn everything over to the South, 
but that the soldiers in defiance of the teachings of their officers 
and the offer of gold, were yet faithful. 

On July 23rd Fort Buchanan was abandoned, the two companies 
of the 1st Dragoons and two of the 7th Infantry from that post 
marching on Fort Craig via Fort Fillmore. The following day, Texas 
troops under Lieutenant-Colonel John Baylor occupied San Thomas 
and Mesilla across the river from Fort Fillmore to intercept the 
movement. 

About 4:30p.m. on July 25th, Major Lynde moved in the direc
tion of the town of Mesilla where the Texas troops then were, with 
six companies of infantry, one acting as artillery under Lieutenant 
Crilly,"1 and two companies of Mounted Rifles. One company of 
infantry, with the band and convalescents, were left to garrison the 
post under Lieutenants Stivers"" and Ryan,"3 7th Infantry. Dr. Alden 
also remained behind. The command numbered about 380 officers 
and men. 

Approximately two miles from Mesilla, Lieutenant Brooks,"4 Act
ing Assistant Adjutant General, was sent forward with a white flag 
to demand the surrender of the town. He was told that if the town 
was wanted it would have to be taken. The howitzer battery was 
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then moved forward to fire two shells at long range. These burst in 
the air and short of the target. The command continued to advance 
slowly towards the outskirts of the town, when from the right it 
received a heavy fire of musketry wounding two officers and four 
men and killing three men. Captain McNally,:zs the cavalry com
mander, was dangerously wounded. With night coming on, the 
command withdrew and returned to the post. Eleven Confederates 
were reported as having become casualties. 

The day of the 26th was spent in fortifying the post, but that 
evening preparations were made for evacuation and the destruction 
of such public property as could not be transported. In all of its 
operations the garrison was hampered by the presence of one hund
red and three camp women and children, including the wives of 
five officers. 

Shortly after mid-night the command took up the line of march 
toward Fort Stanton. Before departure, messages were dispatched 
to Captain Moore,26 1st Dragoons, commanding the Fort Buchanan 
troops, and to Captain Gibbs,:Z7 who with Company I, Mounted 
Rifles, was driving a herd of beef cattle to Fort Fillmore, advising 
them of the situation. 

On July 26th Captain Gibbs met Captain Lane28 with his dis
mounted Company A, Mounted Rifles, serving as escort to a wagon 
train above Las Cruces. Advised of the impending action, Captain 
Gibbs turned off the road and proceeded that night behind Las 
Cruces, hoping to approach Fort Fillmore from the rear and thus 
avoid capture. Arriving at a point five miles southwest of San Augus
tine Springs, he found Major Lynde's command in full retreat for 
Fort Stanton. He reported with his thirty-five men of Company I, 
and a ten man mail escort from Company G that he had met on the 
road, to Lieutenant Brooks, Major Lynde's adjutant. He then pro
ceeded' five miles ahead to report to Major Lynde that he had seen 
the Texans approaching. Major Lynde directed Captain Gibbs to 
assume command of the mounted force now consisting of Lieutenant 
Cressey29 and Companies B, F, I, and part of G, Mounted Rifles, and 
to join the two rear guard companies of the 7th Infantry. He then 
turned back and returned to San Augustine Springs. 

Among the properties that were to be destroyed at Fort Fillmore 
was a quantity of commissary whiskey which the old infantry sold
iers had either destroyed by internal use or placed in their canteens. 
As a result, about one hundred and fifty of the infantry that had 
marched until noon without water, were lying under bushes by the 
side of the road. Unable to rise or carry their muskets, useless and 
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disorganized in every way, this was the rear guard Captain Gibbs 
was ordered to take over. Major Lynde had not seen it in several 
hours. 

In moving with his cavalry to protect the rear, Captain Gibbs 
found four baggage wagons filled with stores, women, and children, 
completely blocking the road. An effort to get the 12-pounder moun
tain howitzers that were attached behind these wagons into action, 
failed when it was discovered that the ammunition for these pieces 
was not in the wagons to which the pieces were attached. Incidently, 
this practice of attaching field pieces to wagons, accounts for the 
term "wagon-soldier" which was applied to all artillerymen for many 
years to come. 

Captain Gibbs maneuvered his small command against the rapidly 
approaching enemy to gain time for Major Lynde to reform his main 
body at the Springs. After forcing the enemy to deploy several times, 
Captain Gibbs withdrew his troops and rejoined Major Lynde. He 
was then directed to water his horses. After watering he found Major 
Lynde agreeing to terms of surrender with Colonel Baylor of the 
Texas Cavalry. Nearly every officer protested earnestly and even 
violently against the base surrender to the smaller force of Texans. 
But Major Lynde insisted that as commander he was taking full 
responsibility for his actions. Lieutenant Brooks, the adjutant, not 
minding the protests which came from the officers, continued to 
write the terms on his knee. The regimental colors of the 7th Infantry 
were torn into pieces and distributed to the men to prevent capture, 
and the old soldiers who had faced the battle's storm in the Mexican 
War wept like children. 

Captain Potter3° assumed command of the 7th Infantry and the 
three attached cavalry companies which were administered the oath 
of parole at Las Cruces on August 1st, 1861. All paroled troops were 
ordered to Fort Union preparatory to leaving for Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas. Enroute northward they were subjected to every ridicule 
and insult that their contemporaries could muster. However at Santa 
Fe, one of the three remaining companies of the 7th Infantry turned 
out and presented arms to the dejected men who eventually marched 
to Fort Wayne, Michigan. 

In his recapitulation of troops surrendered at San Augustine 

Springs, Captain Potter listed eleven officers, two surgeons, 399 

infantry, 95 cavalry, 100 horses, and two mules. This amounted to 
one-fourth of the regular troops in the Territory of New Mexico. 

The officers surrendered were Major Lynde, Captains Potter, 
Chapin,3• Gibbs, McNally, Lieutenants Cressey, Brooks, Stiver, Ryan, 

[ 911 



Crilly, and Hancock.32 The Surgeons were Drs. Alden and McKee 
On August znd Fort Stanton was abandoned and the two com

panies of the 5th Infantry from that post marched to Albuquerque, 
and the two of Mounted Rifles continuing on to Santa Fe for station. 
Fort Craig in the South and Fort Union in the North now became 
the focal points for the concentration of troops to meet the Con
federate invasion of New Mexico. 

Upon reaching Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, Captain Gibbs made 
formal request to Headquarters of the Army that a court of inquiry 
be ordered to inquire into and report upon the facts and circum
stances connected with and bearing upon the surrender of Major 
Lynde's command. However, reports of the surrender having already 
reached the halls of Congress, Major Lynde was then in the process 
of being dropped from the rolls of the Army, he being found the 
only person on whom the responsibility could rest. 
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2 It 21 Feb 1853; 1 It 3 Mar 1855; capt 20 Apr 1861; 1 cav 2 Aug 1861; died at Fort 
Craig N Mex 16 Jan 1862. ~ 1~ ) 'll.J.. • 
27. Gibbs, Alfred. NY. NY. Cadet MA 1 July 1842 (42); bvt 2 It mtd rifle 1 July 1846; 
2 It 31 Dec 1847; 1 It 31 May 1853; r adjt 24 Mar to 15 Sept 1858; capt 13 May 1861; 
3 cav 2 Aug 1861; col130 N Y in£ 6 Sept 1862; 19 NY cav 11 Aug 1863; hon must out 
of vol ser 1 Feb 1866; maj 7 cav 28 July 1866; bvt 1 It 18 Apr 1847 for gal and mer 
con in the battle of Cerro Gordo Mex; capt 13 Sept 1847 for gal con at Garita de Belen D 'f .of, I 
Mex; maj 11 June 1864 for gal and mer ser at the battle of Trevillian Station Va; lt col 
19 Sept 1864 for gal and mer ser at the battle of Winchester Va; col 13 Mar 1865 for 
gal and mer ser in the field during the war and maj gen U S A and vols 13 Mar 1865 
for gal and mer ser during the war; died 26 Dec 1868. Wounded Cerro Gordo. Wound-
ed Apache Indian War 1857 . .l.'Q ,4,.., "/-5'3. 

28. Lane, William Bartlett. Ky. Army. Pvt corp! sergt and 1 sergt D mtd rille 17 July 
1846 to 21 Jan 1848; pvt A 4 Ky in£ 21 Jan to 25 July 1848; bvt 2 It mtd rille 28 June 
1848; 2 lt 31 Oct 1848; 1 It 16 Sept 1853; capt 14 May 1861; 3 cav 3 Aug 1861; maj 
9 Nov 1866; retd 15 Dec 1870; bvt maj 30 Mar 1865 and bvt lt col 13 Nov 1865 for 
fai and mer ser in recruitment and mustering out of ser the armies of the U S; died 
28 June 1898. Jj, <J. • lPI€/-

29. Cressey, Edward Potter. NY. NY. Cadet MA 1 July 1854 ( 19); bvt 2 It mtd rille ,.. e!J 
1 July 1858; 2 It 22 Nov 1859; 1 It 14 May 1861; 3 cav 3 Aug 1861; capt 17 July 1862; 
bvt maj and lt col 13 Mar 1865 for fai and mer ser during the war; hon must out 1 Jan 
1871; died 21 Jan 1899; POW 1861-1862. :IJ!.!_rl-y :3 3 tf, 
30. Potter, Joseph Haydn. NH. NH. Cadet MA 1 July 1839 (22); bvt 2 lt 1 in£ 1 July 
1843; 2 It 7 in£ 21 Oct 1845; 1 It 30 Oct 1847; r adjt 16 Nov 1853 to 9 Jan 1856; capt 
9 Jan 1856; col 12 NH in£ 22 Sept 1862; brig gen vols 1 May 1865; hon must out vol 
ser 15 Jan 1866; maj 19 in£ 4 July 1863; lt col 30 in£ 28 July 1866; tr to 4 in£ 15 Mar _.,. ric/ 
1869; col 24 in£ 11 Dec 1873; brig gen 1 Apr 1886; retd 12 Oct 1886; bvt 1 It 23 Sept 
1846 for gal and mer con in the battle of Monterey Mex; It col 13 Dec 1862 for gal 
and mer ser in the battle of Chancellorsville Va and brig gen 13 Mar 1865 for gal and 
mer ser in the campn terminating with the surrender of the insurgent army under gen 
R E Lee; died 1 Dec 1892. Wounded Monterey and Chancellorsville · .}.,b 1 d..·~ ,!tJ/, 

31. Chapin, Gurden. DC. Va. Cadet MA 1 July 1847 (25); bvt 2 It 7 in£ 1 July 1851; 
2 lt 24 Aug 1851; 1 It 3 Mar 1855; r adjt 1 Sept 1859 to 31 Mar 1861; capt 22 Apr 
1861; dismd 26 Aug 1861; restd 16 Nov 1861; maj 14 in£ 18 May 1864; tr to 32 inf 
21 Sept 1866; retd 27 Jan 1869; bvt maj 15 Apr 1862 for gal and mer ser in the battle 
of Peralta N Mex; lt col and col 13 Mar 1865 for fai and mer ser during the war; died 
22 Aug 1875 . . :.!}. IQ.o ~'IS · 

32. Hancock, David Porter. Pa. Pa. Cadet MA 1 July 1849 (35}; bvt 2 It 7 in£ 1 July 
0 

J_,._ 
1854; 2 It 3 Mar 1855; 1 It 20 Apr 1858; capt 27 May 1861; maj 2 in£ 24 Oct 1874; a vt 

bvt maj 2 July 1863 and It col 13 Mar 1865 for gal and mer ser at the battle of Gettys-
burg Pa; died 21 May 188o. POW 1861-1862 . .I-htl

1
..,tf(,. . 
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> BOOK REVIEWS 

THE CIVIL WAR IN THE WESTERN TERRITORIES 
by Ray C. Colton 
(University of Oklahoma Press, Norman, 1959. $s.oo.) 

< 

MR. CoLTON, director of the Institute of Religion, Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints in the University of California at Los Angeles, in his 
foreword states that he has "undertaken to survey and interpret the sig
nificance of the Civil War in the Western region as a whole and place it 
in perspective." He has successfully collated and consolidated in one 
volume a fairly detailed account of the engagements between Federal and 
Confederate forces in Arizona and New Mexico, the reports of innumer
able Indian scouts and skirmishes throughout Utah, Colorado, New Mex
ico and Arizona between 1861 and 1865, and a brief summary of political 
developments in these four territories. It is not readily apparent how he 
has interpreted the significance of these events nor the perspective in 
which he has placed them; the book is reportorial rather than analytical. 

The narrative of the Confederate invasion of 1862 adds nothing to what 
has not been published previously, but like Lieutenant Kerby's "Confed
erate Invasion of New Mexico," it is useful in that it consolidates many 
other articles and books on this subject into one volume. The bold and 
ambitious strategy of the Confederate plan to bring the entire West under 
its control is not told and thus the broad significance of the 1862 campaign 
is lost, for at its inception the plan had a certain probability of success. 
The descriptions of the battles of Valverde and Glorieta are derived from 
well known and oft quoted sources, although Glorieta is more accurately 
depicted in detail than the former. A few months ago, Professor F. D. 
Reeve of the University of New Mexico wrote that the definitive study of 
Valverde yet remained to be written. It still does. 

On the other hand, Mr. Colton's chapter on Indian Campaigns performs 
a valuable and needed service for readers of Southwest history. It brings 
together the widespread record of the numerous Indian raids and skirm
ishes of this period, focusing attention on the intensity of this frontier 
warfare, and by so doing successfully emphasizes the degree to which 
this period of Indian conflict is so habitually ignored. Every young boy 
knows of General Custer and his defeat but few of his erudite elders ever 
heard of General Connor and his victories. 

The chapter on Political Developments, except as concerns Utah, is a 
terse summation of gubernatorial messages and legislative actions with 
only sketchy comment on their implications. One wishes that the author, 
in this chapter, had more fully developed his inferred thesis that the Civil 
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War, by its forced amalgamation of frontier citizenry, accelerated the 
political development of the West and so hastened the formation of its 
Territories and States. 

Mr. Colton's closing words are, "The termination of the war brought 
to a close a vital narrative in the history of Western America depicting 
the Confederate invasion and expulsion, the struggle between the Whites 
and the Indians and the political development of the Western territories." 
This reviewer cannot agree. True that organized conflict between the blue 
and the gray had ceased three year's before the War's end, but the blood
iest and greatest battles in the West between Indian and white were yet 
to be fought. In fact the true significance of the Civil War on subsequent 
Indian campaigns was first, that this period marked the initiation by 
military forces of a series of continuing, aggressive campaigns against the 
Indian resulting in conspicous success. Heretofore the Indian had held 
the initiative and punitive expeditions had been retaliatory in nature and 
of short duration. Second, the post-War Army was of necessity a larger 
one and, most important, was composed mainly of veterans led by tough, 
battle-wise leaders. As for the West's political development being brought 
to a close by the war's end, rather it was just beginning to experience the 
great migration and settlement which has still to end. 

Despite these criticisms, Mr. Colton's book is very readable and inter
esting both to the casual reader and to the student of Southwest history. 
Adequately and conveniently footnoted (at the bottom of each page), 
with an extensive bibliography although obviously omitting some very 
recent publications, and with a good index, it is a book well worth having 
on one's shelf. Typography, format and binding are in keeping with the 
high standards of the University of Oklahoma Press. 

GEORGE RUHLEN 

Fort Banks, Winthrop, Massachusetts 

SOME EARLY JEWISH SETTLERS ON THE SOUTHWESTERN 
FRONTIER by Floyd S. Fierman 
( El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1g6o. 58 pages.) 

IT IS DIFFICULT to pinpoint the time of Jewish immigration to the South
west; there is little doubt, however, that it reaches far back into the 
"history of the region." Researchers have unearthed records of Jews in 
this area at the time of the Spanish Inquisition. 

Of far greater interest to the reader, perhaps are the reasons for Jewish 
settlement, and 19th century records have proved to be a fruitful source 
of information. As a consequence, this study is devoted largely to pioneer 
Jewish settlers in New Mexico, Arizona and West Texas during the 18oo's. 



An intriguing problem is presented in advancing any theories as to why 
Jews undertook to settle in so remote and hazardous a region as the south
west, when either the eastern or far western coasts would seem to have 
offered more inviting climates and prospects. 

That Jews came, and remained in this region was undoubtedly due to 
several factors; namely, the Prussian draft, the economic advantages of 
the "Santa Fe trade," the opportunities presented by Jewish enlistment in 
the United States Army, and the age-old yearning for the land of "El 
Dorado." 

Three families are dealt with primarily in this booklet, the Solomons, 
the Lesinskys and the Freudenthals, most of whose descendants still re
side in the area. They entered into the political life of the community, 
and made their fortunes in such varied enterprises as banking, merchan
dising and copper mining. Interesting and entertaining anecdotes of their 
lives and experiences on the frontier are developed. 

Dr. Floyd S. Fierman, Rabbi of Temple Mt. Sinai, El Paso, and lecturer 
in Philosophy at Texas Western College, has presented an enthralling 
study of a most interesting aspect of frontier settlement. The book is small, 
58 pages, and contains as appendices, excerpts from the autobiography 
of, and interviews with, Isidor Elkan Solomon, and from the diary of 
Anna Freudenthal Solomon. Cover drawing, portraying an early frontier 
scene by Jose Cisneros, incidental sketches by Russell Waterhouse and 
typography by Carl Hertzog lend authenticity and enchantment to the 
study. 

El Paso, Texas MARY ELLEN PORTER 

[This book is now Out-of-Print, and scarce.] 
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> HISTORICAL NOTES < 

THE FOLLOWING "Prefactory," given to the Society by Mr. Chris Fox, was 

taken from the first city directory, published in 1887. In his letter to the 

editor Mr. Fox wrote: "The thought came to me that the words those 

people put down on that day and time have not only been repeated many, 

many times through the years in reference to El Paso, but in a general 

sense, they hold good for today- and the tomorrows." 

PREFACTORY 
In presenting this, the first directory of the city of El Paso, the pub

lishers would say to the public, that notwithstanding all the disheartening 

features which surrounded us, we have no complaint to offer. We know 

full well that 1887 was a year of hard times, bad crops, strikes and boy

cotts all over the country, and a general feeling of depression and scarcity 

of money. Nevertheless the people of El Paso never lost hope and from 

many sources our efforts were ably and cheerfully seconded. 

Within the past year we saw the completion of the El Paso Smelting 

Company's works and the beginning of the International Smelter and El 

Paso Sampling works, our sewer system put in operation, El Paso street 

macadamized, marked extensions made in the gas and electric light works, 

telegraph and telephone service, a highly flattering increase in our cus

toms; the completion of our magnificent Opera House, Sheldon block 

and many other public and private enterprises. A new city hall and fire 

headquarters has been planned, and a site secured for a quarter million 

dollars United States court house and postoffice and charters for new lines 

of street railway secured, miles of new sidewalks laid and, in fact, great 

and small the work finished and begun in 1887, will aggregate more than 

one million dollars. 
El Paso is no longer a standstill city, and those who do not move with 

the procession must go farther and farther behind till lost sight of. The 

future holds up to view the largest possible amount of promise, and the 

people are awake to the opportunities of the hour; in fact, all visitors 

here invariably speak of the life and thrift they see on every side, and if 

we did not occasionally speak of hard times the stranger would never 

imagine such a thing could exist here. 

In our canvass for population our figures show the total number of 

resident inhabitants of the city, all ages, races and both sexes, to be 

10,601. In the list of names of course, only the heads of families and 
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grown persons having occupation appear. The postoffice statistics, the 
voting population and those old enough to vote but not citizens, tax rolls, 
water consumers (the latter amount to about 8,ooo persons), added to the 
number who depend on the acequias, indicate that our figures are correct, 
and we took particular pains to be accurate on that point so that we could 
make affidavit to our count which we did when the figures were turned 
in to the city. 

To the general public who have so kindly assisted us in obtaining 
information and substantially aided us with orders for advertising and 
copies of the directory, we feel grateful and hereby acknowledge our 
thanks. While the work is not all that we hoped to make it perhaps, we 
assure the public that we shall continue from year to year to make such 
improvements as time, means and the support we hope to obtain will 
permit. We did not engage in the work as a speculation for one season 
only, but intend to make it a permanent thing, and with the aid of our 
people, the railroads and other corporations, will annually put El Paso 
before the public as the giant young city standing at the gateway to the 
Two Republics peerless among the peers of the Lone Star state. 

EL pASO DIRECTORY COMPANY 

Compilers and Publishers 

TIMES PuBLISHING Co. 
Steam Printers and Binders 

El Paso, Texas 
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> CONTRIBUTORS 

BARBARA CAUSEY was graduated with honors from 

Texas Western College in August of 1960. During 

her senior year she was elected to Who's Who In 

American Universities and Colleges. In the fall of 

1960 Miss Causey · entered the graduate school of 

TWC as an English major; she was also employed 

during the 1g6o-61 school year as a graduate teach

ing assistant. For the past three years she has written 

a column, "The Showcase," for TheEl Paso Herald

Post. In that capacity she reviews dramatic and 

musical events and movies. 

< 

MARY ANNE KENNEDY, a native El Pasoan, is a graduate of Texas Western 

College. Her present article was published in El Burro, Vol. XIII, No. 3 

(February, 1956) , the monthly literary magazine of TWC. The Editor 

wishes to thank Dr. Ray Past, Faculty Advisor of El Burro staff, for his 

kindness in permitting the republication of the article in PASSWORD. 

MAJOR RICHARD K. McMASTER, USA (Ret.), has become a nationally re

cognized authority on the Civil War in the Southwest through his numer

our articles in PAsswoRD. The map accompanying "Canby's Captains" 

was drawn by Major McMaster. 

BruG. GENERAL GEORGE RUHLEN is well known to readers of PASSWORD 

for his several articles on the military forts and encampments of the South

west frontier. He has served several tours of duty at Fort Bliss and more 

recently on Taiwan. He is now stationed at Fort Banks, Winthrop, Mass. 

MARY ELLEN B. PoRTER, the wife of Dr. Eugene 0. Porter, is a frequent 

contributor of book reviews to PASSWORD and also to the Book Shelf of 

the El Paso Herald Post. 
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