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BACKGROUND OF A BULLFIGHTER 
by MARSHALL HAIL 

ON MAY 16, 1909, a young matador gave a performance in Mexico 
City that created a sensation among the capital's aficionados. Over
night Harper B. Lee was established as a torero of promise, the first 
American to win recognition as a professional bullfighter. 1 As far as 
the author can learn Lee was the very first U. S. citizen to become 
either a matador de novillos ( novillero or apprentice) or a full mata
dor in rank (matador de toros). True, there had been, six years earlier, 
a novillero named Ernest Carleton Bass who was advertised as "the 
only Anglo-Saxon matador." But Bass after a few attempts failed to 
make the grade; and, furthermore, turned out to be an Irishman. 2 

After his Mexico City debut, viewed by nearly 20,000 in Plaza de 
Toros El Toreo, Lee went on to other taurine triumphs. In a career 
that spanned more than three years he became the subject of many 
newspaper and magazine articles, nearly all of which were grossly 
inaccurate as to his origin and background. The New York Herald 
and other newspapers described Lee as a native of Rochester, N. Y., 
an engineering graduate of Harvard, and a romantic daredevil who 
took up bullfighting to win a beautiful se:fiorita's favor despite threats 
of death from jealous Latin rivals. A leading magazine called him a 
picturesque "soldier of fortune."3 None of these stories hinted that 
he was a native of El Paso County and a descendant of families prom
inent in Southwestern history. 

The bullfighter known as Harper Baylor Lee was born to another 
name - James Harper Gillett - on September 5, 1884, in Ysleta. His 
father was James Buchanan Gillett, who came to Ysleta as a Texas 
Ranger in 1879. His mother, Helen, was a daughter of Gillett's com
pany commander, Col. George Wythe Baylor.4 

Ranger Gillett's father, James S. Gillett, was a Kentuckian who 
adventured westward as a boy. After a sojourn in Mexican-held 
Santa Fe he settled in Texas, becoming a lawyer, state representative, 
major in the Mexican War, a friend of Sam Houston, and, in 1854, 
adjutant general of Texas. Although over age, he enlisted in the Con
federate Army. His wife was the former Bettie Harper of Washington 
County, daughter of a slaveholding immigrant from North Carolina.5 

It was from this grandmother that the future bullfighter would get 
the only one of five names, Harper, that stuck to him throughout life. 

As a boy James B. Gillett was thrilled by his father's stories of 
Indian fighting and frontier adventure. Yearning to become a fron-

-( 127 r 



128 Marshall Hail 

tiersman, he quit school at twelve to embark on a career of hunting 
and fishing, then ran away to become a cowboy. At twenty-one he 
signed up with the famous Texas Rangers as a recruit. 

Operating on what was then the Texas frontier, Gillett had a few 
skirmishes with Indians and shot down a horse carrying a Lipan, 
thus enabling another Ranger to kill the fallen redskin. When not 
chasing Indians, Gillett was hunting white outlaws. He brought down 
a desperado named Dick Dublin with one shot, but was unable to 
collect a $J,ooo reward because the offer specified that Dublin had 
to be taken alive. But the reward idea was planted; and Gillett, who 
knew the value of a dollar, thereafter would keep his eyes open for 
this source of revenue. When things quieted down he sought more 
action by transferring to Baylor's company for duty in El Paso County, 
scene of rioting called the Salt War.6 

Baylor's detachment traveled from San Antonio to El Paso over 
a 700-mile Indian-infested route. The party numbered an even dozen, 
including four females: Mrs. Baylor, her sister, Miss Kate Sydnor, 
and the Baylors' two daughters, Helen and Mary. Colonel Baylor's 
wife, described by Gillett as highly educated and refined, was the 
former Sallie Garland Sydnor, daughter of a merchant who had been 
mayor of Galveston, John Seabrook Sydnor. Helen Baylor was four
teen, already developing charms that would attract Ranger Gillett's 
scouting eye. Mary was five. Despite alarms, the 42-day journey by 
horseback and mule-drawn hack was uneventful. 

When the Rangers arrived at Ysleta, then the seat of El Paso Coun
ty, the Salt War was over. But Gillett, now a sergeant, soon had action. 
In his first brush with Apaches he survived desperate fighting, during 
which he killed an Indian who had shot away his hat brim at point 
blank range. Baylor himself had a close call. Late in i879 Gillett 
accompanied Baylor's command into Mexico on a fruitless chase of 
Apache Chieftan Victorio. Later the Mexicans slaughtered Victorio 
and most of his followers; but remnants of his band returned to Texas 
and took part in the last Ranger-Indian battle on record, in the 
Diablos Mountains.1 After this Gillett was concerned mainly with 
running down white desperados. 

Having more leisure, he devoted some of it to the budding Helen. 
The Ranger sergeant liked to visit the Baylor home in Ysleta, not 
only to court Helen but also to be entertained by Baylor. The Colonel 
- everyone accorded him his Civil War rank- was a capable per
former on the violin, and a good story teller. Gillett, as Harper would 
be later, was fascinated by his tales of frontier life and Civil War 
experiences. Gillett, who never lost his admiration for his Ranger 
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commander despite later family difficulties, described him as a per
fect physical specimen, hardy frontiersman, superb marksman, fluent 
speaker, and a highly educated writer for newspapers and magazines. 
Also, said Gillett, Baylor was "a high tone Christian gentleman who 
never swore, told smutty stories, drank whisky or used tobacco." His 
only criticism was of Baylor's disregard for discipline, carelessness in 
allowing his Rangers to straggle in enemy territory, and his penchant 
for head on charges against entrenched hostiles. To Gillett, schooled 
under several strict Ranger officers, such flamboyant tactics "seemed 
suicidal."8 

In years to come these same criticisms - recklessness, disregard for 
rules and personal bravery bordering on the foolhardy - would be 
made against Baylor's bullfighting grandson. But to the Colonel, the 

c~ 
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tactics to which Gillett objected were simply the applied code of a 
Gentleman. (He spelled it with a capital). Clearly, if love of danger 
and excitement is inherited, Harper Lee's predilection for the perilous 
trade of bullfighting could have come from either side of the family. 

Baylor was proud of his ancestry, which he traced back through 
the Earl of Devon to the Courtenay dynasty that ruled Constantinople 
in the Middle Ages. (Daughter Mary's middle name was Courtenay.) 
Through the first American ancestor, "John Baylor, Gentleman," he 
claimed kinship by marriage with the Washingtons, Fitzhughs, Lees 
and other famous first families.9 Colonel Baylor was born in Indian 
Territory, Oklahoma, son of an army surgeon, and as a youth lived 
with his brother John in Fayette County. He went to a private school 
and attended Baylor University, which was founded by an uncle, 
R. E. B. Baylor. In his twenties Baylor rode a mule to California to 
seek gold. He found little gold but managed to get into some near 
fatal scrapes with both man and beast. His story of deadly combat 
with "a i6oo-pound grizzly bear" would raise the hair on little Harp
er's head. In San Francisco Baylor joined a vigilante group which 
he said did some "judicious hanging." When a distant kinsman was 
ambushed "all the chivalry in my nature was aroused" and he wreaked 
vengeance by killing one man and wounding another. He himself 
was wounded in his left thumb, which caused him "to fear for my 
music."10 

Returning to Texas in i859, he joined his brother John in Weather
ford; and in the period just before the Civil War both won reputations 
as fierce Indian fighters. In one avenging pursuit of Comanche raiders 
a Baylor posse brought back twelve scalps, and Weatherford honored 
its warriors by staging a Scalp Dance, attended by the "elite of Parker 
County." Eastern newspapers, hearing of this social event, gave the 
Texans "Hail Columbia," particularly for decorating their ballroom 
with scalps and other trophies. This criticism elicited a vigorous de
fense from George Baylor, who had lifted a scalp or two himself .11 

As war clouds gathered George rushed to Austin and almost caused 
a riot by raising the "Secesh" flag over the state capitol. After seces
sion he joined brother John's 2nd Regiment of Mounted Rifles, fight
ing in Arizona. John Baylor was suspended from the Confederate 
Army after he was accused of trying to poison Apaches. George was 
transferred to Louisiana, where he fought with distinction. 

As the Confederacy crumbled he retreated into Texas, where ten
sions over reorganization and promotion produced a quarrel that 
caused him to shoot Maj. Gen. John A. Wharton to death. After his 
arrest on a murder charge, Mrs. Baylor joined him in his cell to pre-
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vent a rumored lynching attempt. Eventually he was acquitted. 12 

After the war Baylor tried to sell cotton in Galveston; and in the 
San Antonio area was unhappy raising cabbages and onions. Finally 
he asked the Adjutant General if Texas had "any Indians that needed 
scalping." The Ranger command and trip to El Paso followed. 13 

Although Helen Baylor was not yet sixteen, her parents let her 
marry Gillett after some persuasion. The ceremony took place Febru
ary 10, 1881, in Ysleta, with a Presbyterian minister officiating. The 
newlyweds moved in with the Baylors. As a Ranger sergeant Gillett 
made $so a month. With a wife to support he looked around for a 
chance at "notoriety and rewards." His chance came a few weeks 
after his marriage.14 

Two brothers named Baca killed an editor in Socorro, N. M., and 
fled to Mexico. Gillett set a watch on the house of their uncle, who 
was County Judge of El Paso County; and when one of the slayers 
appeared Gillett collared him and, rejecting a $1,000 bribe proffered 
by the Judge, took the prisoner to Socorro. 

Inspired by receipt of $soo, Gillett resolved to win the other half 
of the $1,000 reward. Leaming that the other brother was in Zaragoza, 
Mexico, Gillett kidnaped him and after a melodramatic chase on 
horseback escaped with his captive across the Rio Gamde in a hail 
of bullets. Proceeding to Socorro, Gillett was met by a mob that cour
teously counted out the reward money and then hanged the luckless 
Mexican to a corral gate. The wholly illegal invasion of Mexican 
territory created an international uproar. It was Baylor's tum to 
criticize Gillett for recklessness, and he threatened to fire his son
in-law. Gillett was not fired but the "notoriety" brought him an offer 
of a job as captain of Santa Fe Railway guards and he accepted. But 
the railroad job was dull. After a few months he was made assistant 
marshal of the City of El Paso. ' 5 He and Helen moved to town, where 
their troubles began. 

When Helen Baylor was married to Jim Gillett, who was nine years 
her senior, she was a careless, vivacious, romantic teenager. She also 
was church-going, party-loving and culture conscious. By some ac
counts she was, to Gillett' s annoyance, less than a dedicated house
keeper. A nosey neighbor spread the news that Helen often left her 
beds unmade and, of all things, her shoes on the dresser. A friend 
of Gillett's, the late Maury Kemp of El Paso, once related: "Helen 
Baylor was a pretty woman, full of romance, but the kind that did 
not believe in soiling her fingers in dishwater or preparing a meal 
for her husband. She liked to lie in bed until mid-morning, reading 
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romantic love stories, while Captain Jim got up, boiled his coffee, 
fried his bacon and eggs, and went about his daily duties. He came 
home at night usually finding Helen sipping tea at some neighbor's. 
He cooked his own steak, fried his own shoestring potatoes, and boiled 
himself another pot of coffee. However, Helen did what at that time 
was a commendable thing; she had a baby, a boy."16 

The child, her first, was named Baylor Gillett. His death three 
years later probably marked the point at which she began to mature. 
Thereafter Helen, though incurably sentimental and romantic, was 
more serious and responsible. Before little Baylor died, Harper was 
born, Helen having moved to the Baylor house in Ysleta for the 
event. 17 But neither Harper's birth nor the death of his older brother 
could close the widening breach between the parents. If Gillett made 
caustic remarks about his wife's housekeeping, Helen in tum was 
inclined to call her mate stingy. She even accused him of trying to 
get her to accept one of his official perquisites (he was now City 
Marshal) - a rent free apartment in a leading sporting house. 18 There 
were other irritants. Helen insisted on spelling her new name with 
an "e" on the end; she thought Gillette was more high-toned. Captain 
Jim was a little touchy about this, claiming he knew how to spell his 
own name, despite his brief schooling. But usually Helen had the 
newspapers spell it her way. 1

9 

And the papers gave Helen frequent mention. She had a good 
contralto voice and sang at church programs, musicales and literary 
soirees. She played the piano as she "rendered" ballads of the day 
or, accompanied by Colonel Baylor on the violin, ventured into the 
semi-classics. Her scrapbooks and albums were filled with newspaper 
clippings about herself and her family, plus a hodge-podge of news
paper doggerel, popular songs in English and Spanish, Bible verses, 
and poems by such authors as Whittier, Longfellow, Byron and 
Tennyson. 

Some of her clippings mentioned Helen's attendance at meetings 
of such groups as the Century Club. At one meeting at the home of 
County Judge and Mrs. Joseph Magoffin, social arbiters of fin de 
siecle El Paso, club members were required to answer the roll call 
with a quotation from Byron. "Many fine sentiments of the great 
poet were rendered," an El Paso paper reported. "Much fun was 
evoked when it was found that five Centurions had committed to 
memory, with considerable study, the same quotation ... Mrs. 
Gillette sang 'O Fond Dove, 0 Fair Dove' in her usual charming 
style .. . Colonel Baylor's violin solo, 'Flower Song,' was finely ex
ecuted and elicited well-merited applause."20 
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No evidence exists that Captain Jim attended these gatherings 
except, on rare occasions, under duress. His idea of socializing was 
to spend an evening with male friends, preferably former Rangers 
with whom he had chased Indians and outlaws. The trouble was 
that these rugged individuals liked to relax in El Paso's saloons, 
gambling halls and parlor houses - an environment of which Helen 
thoroughly disapproved. While still marshal, Gillett went into part
nership with another ex-Ranger in operation of a ranch in Presidio 
County. In i885 he resigned as marshal to become manager of a large 
ranch in Brewster County. Although he continued to reside in El 
Paso for several years, his ranching interests kept him out of town 
a lot. When in El Paso, according to Helen, he spent too much time 
in the wrong places. 

At last Helen sued for divorce, charging adultery. Gillett, she 
alleged, was intimate with one of the girls at Madam Roland's parlor 
house while little Baylor lay dying. "At a time when the defendant's 
presence, sympathy and affection should have been bestowed upon 
his wife," her petition recited, "he, the defendant, was frequenting 
said house of ill fame and spending his money in dressing and ad
mitting said common prostitute to his embraces and visiting her at 
said house both openly and notoriously." Helen let the suit lapse but 
refiled it and on March 2, i88g, District Judge T. A. Falvey granted 
her a divorce and custody of Harper until "he is old enough to choose 
for himself at the age of fourteen which one [of his parents] his guard
ian shall be." The Judge gave Gillett the right to see Harper "at all 
proper times and places."21 

Ysleta, having lost the County seat to El Paso, converted its old 
Courthouse into a public school. There Harper attended his first 
classes. He was liked by his schoolmates, and the Mexican kids trans
lated his first name, James, into Diego. But Helen soon put a stop 
to that by abolishing James and giving him Baylor as a middle name; 
by maternal decree his name now was Harper Baylor Gillette. As 
Harper grew up in Ysleta the memory of his father became dim. 
Gillett did not demand his legal right to see the boy and in fact did 
not see him at all, unless accidentally. A few years after the divorce 
Gillett moved permanently to the Marfa-Alpine Country, there to 
become a prosperous cattleman. He married Lou Chastain, reared 
a new family, and was the kind of citizen described by Big Bend 
ranchers as "a mighty fine man." 

The man who took Gillett's place was Grandfather Baylor. The 
Colonel became Harper's substitute father, hunting and fishing com
panion, counselor and hero. Thanks in part to Baylor's story telling, 
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which included Texas Ranger exploits in which Gillett had taken 
part, the image of his father was that of co-hero and it would never 
fade completely from young Harper's mind. In later years, though 
ignored even in times of desperate need, Harper would not permit 
his relatives to criticize "Papa" Gillett.22 

Meanwhile, El Paso County had become so peaceable that Baylor's 
Ranger Company had been mustered out. Looking around for suit
able employment, the Colonel began a political career that would 
bring his election to the State Legislature and subsequent appoint
ment as district court clerk. But hardly were Baylor's men disbanded 
when horse thieves became overactive and another small Ranger 
detachment was moved in from Midland. It was headed by Captain 
Frank Jones, who fell in love with Helen and married her in i892. 

Harper admired his Ranger stepfather as he admired his Ranger 
father. But within a year Captain Jones, trailing horse thieves along 
the Rio Garn de, was ambushed and slain. 23 Helen, pregnant at the 
time, gave premature birth to a frail undersized son whom she named 
Frank Baylor Jones. For a while after the tragedy Helen and her two 
children lived with the Baylors. But a tum in the Colonel's political 
fortunes soon changed Helen's life again. He ran for sheriff and was 
defeated. Failing to get a federal patronage post, he dabbled in sev
eral business enterprises, all with pronounced lack of success. As a 
Gentleman, his heart was not in commerce. Helen had to go to work. 

In the next few years the once careless teenager struggled to sup
port her own children and contribute to the support of her parents. 
She held several jobs: District Court stenographer and typist, notary 
public, postmistress at Y sleta, and reporter of hotel and depot items 
for El Paso newspapers. Still young and adaptable, she continued 
to do church work and attend parties and cultural events. Also she 
had time for beaux. Most persistent of these was Samuel M. Lee, 
formerly of Illinois, who had become manager of El Paso's Grand 
Central Hotel. Shortly after Jones' death, Lee had gone to Mexico 
as construction superintendent for a railroad building firm, Hampson 
& Smith. Unable to forget the charming Helen, he returned to marry 
her. The ceremony took place in St. Clement's Episcopal Church 
with the Rev. Cabell Martin officiating.24 

Harper stayed on with the Baylors while the newlyweds, accom
panied by Helen's younger son, Frank Jones, took up residence in 
Guadalajara. Early in i8g6 Colonel Baylor, lured by real estate 
speculation, moved his family, including Harper, to Eddy (now 
Carlsbad), N. M. There the Colonel went broke. Deciding to take 
Harper off the Baylors' hands, Helen sent for him in April of i896.25 
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Thus Harper, ending nearly twelve years of boyhood in the United 
States, left for Mexico and a strange new way of life. Though never 
legally adopted by his new stepfather, he was known in Mexico as 
Harper Baylor Lee. Attending school in Guadalajara, he learned 
Spanish and came under the influence of aficionados and professional 
bullfighters. Despite family opposition, he embarked on what was 
to be a colorful career as the first full-fledged American matador. 26 
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THE CLOUDCROFT BABY SANATORIUM 
by ESTELLE GOODMAN LEVY 

THE HISTORY of the Cloudcroft Baby Sanatorium, more popularly 
known as "Baby San," is so closely woven with the early history of 
Cloudcroft itself, that it is almost impossible to separate one from 
the other. Although logging was started in the Sacramento mountains 
before the tum of the century, it was not until the summer of 1900 

that trains went all the way to Cloudcroft. The engineers who laid 
out the winding road, found the days and nights so delightful that 
they started taking their families to the summit for the summer 
months. To sell Cloudcroft as a summer resort, the railroad officials 
approached El Paso business men who bought lots and soon simple 
cabins were erected and people began going to the mountains. The 
first buildings were rather crude with wooden floors and sides about 
three feet up. The remainder of the wall and roof was canvas. 

With its switchback, its sharp curves, its high bridges, and its steep 
grades, the railroad was considered a great engineering feat. So that 
not a mile of scenery could escape the traveler, the passenger cars 
were open on both sides and only in case of bad showers were the 
canvas curtains lowered. Passengers "ohed" and "ahed" as the train 
huffed and puffed and shook and trembled its way around the sharp 
steep curves and brought into view another and yet another breath 
taking vista of high mountains and deep canyons. The five per cent 
grade on the Cloudcroft hill was said to be "the steepest grade used 
by any standard gauge road in America."1 The almost prohibitive 
grade was conquered by the switchback. A mile below Cloudcroft 
was the "S" bridge which was thought to be the first "S" railroad 
bridge in the United States. The El Paso Herald of August 12, 1909 

said: "The road to Cloudcroft is without doubt the greatest piece 
of railroad building attempted by man," and because of the wonders 
of the road and the dangers in building it, a report was started that 
the engineer who planned all this and saw it finished worked so 
untiringly that his health was affected and he suffered a complete 
nervous breakdown. The children who romped in the meadows and 
climbed the hills, in the early days, gathered in groups and mysteri
ously talked about the man who had "gone crazy" after building 
the railroad. 

Many, many years afterwards when the writer was visiting in 
Berkeley, California, she met a Dr. Edward Condon2 who was in
troduced to her as having been born where the atomic bomb was 
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born.3 Dr. Condon mentioned that his parents were married in El 
Paso and that his father was the engineer who laid out the road to 
Cloudcroft. Of course, through the years, I had envisioned his father 
in an institution but was told that from Cloudcroft the family moved 
to Feather River Valley in California where Mr. Condon completed 
another job and for many years continued his engineering profession, 
building bridges and cutting roads through mountains. 

Even before the railroad climbed the Sacramento mountains, Dr. 
Herbert Stevenson and his father-in-law, Dr. Walter Vilas, hunted 
beyond Cloudcroft, going on horseback with a pack mule. In 1904, 
Dr. Stevenson lost his first born son who was being rushed to Cali
fornia critically ill, but the second son' s4 life was saved by being taken 
to Cloudcroft. From these experiences grew the dream of Dr. Steven
son of a baby sanatorium in the mountains among the pines. Dr. 
Stevenson5 loved Cloudcroft and felt that the cool pine laden air 
was a great factor in saving the lives of infants. In the early days 
of excessive summer heat and lack of refrigeration many babies died 

BABY SANATORIUM - CLOUDCROFT, NEW MEXICO 
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who were stricken with gastro intestinal disease. Babies needed to 
get away from the heat but the twenty-four hour trip to California 
in hot dusty trains was too much of an ordeal for sick babies. This 
generous hearted young physician who loved all babies felt that 
people of means could send their children to Cloudcroft, but he 
worried about the many who were unable to take their ailing babies 
to the mountains. When the Lodge burnt down in i9096 Dr. Steven
son was greatly disturbed because he felt that if the El Paso and 
Southwestern Railroad did not rebuild the resort, "El Paso's right 
arm would be cut off."7 Consequently, he interested a wealthy wo
man stock holder of the El Paso and Southwestern and Dr. James 
Douglas,8 president of the Phelps Dodge Corporation, who were 
influential in having the railroad rebuild the Lodge. At the same time 
the railroad gave the site for the baby sanatorium. 

One day Dr. Stevenson was busy sketching in his office when Mr. 
Joshua Raynolds, president of The First National Bank, came in and 
asked what he was doing. 'Tm sketching a baby sanatorium I would 
build if I could raise the money," the doctor said.9 Mr. Raynolds wrote 
a check and laid it on the doctor's desk, and shortly afterwards left. 
Dr. Stevenson was overjoyed when he found that the check was for 
ten thousand dollars. Another wealthy patient, so impressed with 
Dr. Stevenson's enthusiasm for the sanatorium gave five thousand 
dollars. Among others who contributed generously were Horace 
Stevens, William G. Walz, and E. Krause, architect, who gave his 
services. 

The El Paso Herald of June lo, 1910 stated that Dr. Stevenson 
went to Cloudcroft with the welcome news that the railroad had 
given the land for the baby sanatorium and that enough money had 
been subscribed. Others working with Dr. Stevenson were H. D. 
Slater, Rev. Henry Easter, H. B. Stevens, and Mr. Bailey of Cloud
croft. It was not the intention of the promoters to make the sana
torium a commercial venture. Their desire was to have it endowed 
with between fifteen and eighteen thousand dollars to enable it to 
take care of the sick children who were unable to pay. "The money 
paid by parents who were able to meet the expense of sending their 
little ones to the sanatorium would be put in a charity fund to take 
care of little charity patients.'"0 The ambition of Dr. Stevenson was 
to create an endowment fund that would take care of all expenses. 

In May i911, The Texas State Nurses Association held a conven
tion in El Paso. As an attraction for the nurses, The Southern Pacific 
had a quarter page advertisement in the Herald of May 28, in which 
round trip season tickets were advertised for five dollars, and week 
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end, Saturday through Monday, could be purchased for three dollars. 
The same issue announced the opening of the new Lodge and the 
Baby Sanatorium on June i. 

Several days later the Herald stated that the nurses visiting Cloud
croft praised the modem up-to-date hospital accommodations. One 
nurse was quoted as saying, "an all wise providence created Cloud
croft for humanity, God-sent to sick babies." The president of the 
nurses association said: "Here's to the Baby Sanatorium, Mother 
Nature's cradle for the care of babies, boon to rich and poor alike -
long life, success, and prosperity." 

Dr. Branch Craige,u who came to the Southwest from Baltimore 
where he interned at Bay View Hospital and served his residency 
at Robert Garrett Hospital, and Miss Knox, who had done graduate 
work at New York Pediatric School, took charge of the Baby Sana
torium when it officially opened on June i4, i911. They were de
lighted with the building which had many conveniences of a city. 
The railroad had seen that the water from springs down James 
Canyon was tested and a fine sewer system was installed. The rail
road had its own electric plant, even though the electricity was 
supplied only from six in the evening to midnight.12 The building 
itself contained a large dormitory for patients with thirty little beds 
and a small room in case a child had a communicable disease. There 
was a cozy living room with a fireplace, a doctor's office, rooms for 
the staff, and several bathrooms. The large sunny kitchen was a joy 
with its range and hot water tank and rows of pots and pans and 
dishes. A furnace in the basement with radiators in each room kept 
the building warm. On three sides of the building was a covered 
porch where infants could be rolled out in their cribs on sunny days. 

The opening year the Zack White family were summering at the 
Lodge. In the middle of the night Little Katherine White became 
violently ill. Having given first aid with no relief, Mrs. White became 
frantic and called Mr. Frank Coles, also a guest at the Lodge, who 
hurried over to the Baby Sanatorium and brought back Dr. Craige 
who immediately relieved the child. Mrs. White felt that Dr. Craige 
had saved the life of her little daughter but she later confessed that 
Dr. Craige looked so very young and boyish that at first she wondered 
if he would know what to do. Mr. White who spent only week ends 
at the resort was so distressed that he hired a special train, an engine, 
and one car to go to Cloudcroft to bring his family back to El Paso. ' 3 

That first season was successful beyond expectation. Dr. Stevenson 
was delighted. The little cribs received sick puny babies and in a 
matter of days the infants revived, color returned to their cheeks 
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and they began to gain weight. Dr. Craige and Miss Knox assisted 
the mothers in the cottages with their sick children and made form
ulas for their babies. People began looking upon Cloudcroft as a 
children's paradise. The cool pine laden air was beneficial to children 
of all ages. They had freedom to run in the meadow, climb the moun
tains, build tree houses, and ride horseback. Too, at the end of the 
first summer the financial condition was most encouraging. The ex
penses were three hundred and ninety eight dollars and the property 
was valued at fifteen thousand dollars. With donations of ten thous
and four hundred and twenty-eight dollars, an endowment fund 
was created.1 4 

Dr. Craige and Miss Knox managed the Baby San two seasons. 
Then Miss Emily Green and Miss Louise Dietrich took charge and 
for eight years they successfully administered to the needs of hund
reds of sick infants. 1 s Miss Green said that on sunny days the babies 
were fed on the front porch and many guests of the Lodge · would 
walk over to watch them. At times there were fifteen or sixteen babies 
on the porch enjoying their supper. Miss Green told about the time 
that a very sick infant on a buttermilk diet was sent to the San. At 
the time no other child was taking buttermilk and Miss Green was 
wondering what to give the sick baby. So in desperation she went 
to the village from house to house looking for buttermilk. In one 
home the family was sitting down for supper and the mother had 
a pitcher of buttermilk in her hand ready to pour into glasses. She 
gave it to Miss Green to tide her over until the milkman came the 
following morning. This is just one example of the kindness and 
helpfulness of the people in Cloudcroft. 

In the summer of 1941, as president of the board of directors of 
the Baby Sanatorium, I received a letter from David M. Ramos, a 
San Antonio policeman. To quote from Mr. Ramos' letter: "I was the 
desperately sick baby taken to the baby hospital in Cloudcroft in 
June 1914 ... I was seven months old ... after a few days I was able 
to retain the food formula and slowly began gaining weight . . . 
I would like to give thanks to the doctor who attended me at the 
hospital ... I believe he was a young physician from Chicago ... 16 

I was a premature baby and was very sick for the first few years. 
However, I don't believe I've been sick since and am now six feet 
tall and weigh one hundred and ninety pounds." 

There are many men and women in El Paso and the Southwest 
who owe their lives to Cloudcroft and those dedicated people who 
were in charge of the Baby San. In 1912 Mr. and Mrs. P. H. Bailey 
of Canutillo took their infant son to the Baby San, as it seemed dif-
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ficult to find the proper formula for him. In a surprising number of 
days he showed such remarkable improvement at the hospital that 
Mrs. Bailey rented a cabin and remained in Cloudcroft under the 
guidance of Dr. Craige and Miss Knox who prepared the daily form
ula for the baby. Today that infant son, Frederick Homer Bailey, is 
a commander in the United States Navy stationed in New Orleans.17 

The science of infant feeding was being perfected, milk stations 
were placed down town, and by the Il)iddle twenties mechanical 
refrigeration was available to people of moderate circumstances, so 
diseases of the "second summer" were being better controlled. There 
were sick babies but fewer were desperately in need of leaving El 
Paso. So a few toddlers were accepted with the tiny babies. Grad
ually there were more tots than infants and in 1933 a slight change 
was made in the staff when Miss Mable Wheeler18 was chosen to 
manage the Baby San during the summer months. The following 
year Miss Gregory, a graduate of Texas College for Women and a 
specialist in kindergarden, directed the children's play. Since it was 
impossible to conduct the sanatorium on a purely charitable basis 
because of economic conditions, support from parents who could 
pay for baby patients' board was most welcomed. 

During the years there were many types of benefit parties given 
for the Baby San. The weekly teas and bridge parties given by the 
Cloudcroft cottagers not only added dollars to the charity box but 
provided a meeting place for all visitors. Then there was the annual 
masquerade dance for all Cloudcroft children which was looked 
forward to from year to year. Another high light was the yearly play 
given at the Cloudcroft pavilion in July and produced by the Little 
Theater group of El Paso. This was anticipated by the cottagers 
who turned out to a man for the event. The cast anticipated it as a 
compliment to their histrionic abilities as well as a holiday. The play 
was always preceded by a dinner given for the cast by board mem
bers of the Baby San and followed by a party given by some member 
of the Little Theater.19 

In May i926, Mrs. Winchester Cooley, who was president of the 
board of directors of the Cloudcroft Baby Sanatorium, gave a bazaar 
and dance on her tennis court. This event was long remembered as 
a very gay evening and a financial success.20 Mrs. Cooley was a great 
friend of the Baby San. Being a mother of eleven children, her ex
perience in infant care was a great help in emergencies. 

One of the loveliest of all the benefit peiformances was the pres
entation of "Alice in Wonderland" in the garden of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Given. 21 Taken from the original program: 
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Arranged by MRs. KENNETH OLIVER 

Presented by the LITI'LE THEATER PLAYERS 

For the benefit of 

THE CLOUDCROFT BABY SANATORIUM 

Alice 
Mad Hatter 
Duchess . 
Queen. 
King . 
Cook . . 
Dormouse 
White Rabbit . 
Executioner 
March Hare 
Mock Turtle 
Knave. 
Gryphon .. 

CHARACTERS 

and 

Miss Marjorie Harris 
Conrey Bryson 

. . Augusta Leeper 
. Mary Magruder 

. . Herbert Given 
Mrs. H. E. Christie 

Lus Villalobos 
Byron Merkin 
. Ted Brown 
Jimmie Tigler 

Dr. H. E. Hymes 
. Jimmie Faust 

Newcomb Brunner 

Students from Karma Deane's Dancing Studio. 
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In 1935 the Baby Sanatorium was converted into a recreation camp 
for underprivileged children but all through the years it was known 
by no other name than the Baby San and all activities were carried 
on in the Baby San building. For the past two years so few babies 
were sent to the hospital and so many underprivileged children were 
brought to the institution that the members of the board of directors22 

of the Cloudcroft Baby Sanitorium decided that a greater number 
of children would be benefitted if it would be run as a recreation 
camp for underprivileged children. They were selected by principals 
of the schools and the Sunshine Day Nursery. The home of each 
child was visited by a member of the Baby San board. The children 
selected were between six and ten years of age and were in the care 
of a dietician,2 3 a housekeeper, a trained nurse, and a recreational 
director.24 In order to finance this new venture, letters were written 
to business firms, organizations, and individuals asking for donations. 
It was estimated that ten dollars would keep a child for one week, 
including transportation. No sick children were accepted. Some of 
the children came from poor good homes and others from the slums. 
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Most of them from big families crowded into small quarters and 
"were delighted to have beds in which they may sleep alone."2 s With 
plenty of good food and outdoor life the improvement in the children 
was remarkable in health as well as in character. Groups of sixteen 
to eighteen children were sent up to the mountains for a period of 
two or three weeks depending on the amount of money in the treas
ury. The camp was open from six to nine weeks each summer. Because 
the liability risk was too great to impose on El Pasoans to use their 
personal cars, all children were sent by bus from El Paso to Cloud
croft. 

When the children were back in school, their teachers asked them 
to write letters of thanks to the board of directors. Some of the letters 
showed genuine gratitude. One little boy who signed his letter "your 
friend" said: "Cloudcroft is a wonderful place and I like it up there . . . 
It is a good place for boys ... I would like to go up there next year .. . 
They are giving good work here in Lamar school." The comments 
of the teachers were heart warming. Of the above letter, Mrs. Hall 
wrote: "Albert's interest in school seems much improved, probably 
due to the nice vacation which he so enjoyed." 

And a school principal wrote: "We appreciate an opportunity to 
express our gratitude to you for your good work. The good that will 
come from the outings, I am sure, will be immeasurable. Our obser
vation is that the children are in splendid physical condition and will 
be better able to orient themselves to their work and environment." 

A little girl who spent two weeks at the camp "epitomized the 
pleasure the children derived from the vacation in the mountain 
resort. She got off the bus and said, her eyes round as saucers: 
'Mother, they have Christmas trees bigger than houses up there.' "26 

When sick babies were taken to the sanatorium, there were three 
different types of patients: charity patients, partly charity patients, 
and paying patients. When it was converted to a camp for under
privileged children, all expenses were paid from the time they left 
their homes until they returned. In i937 the building was greatly in 
need of repair so the board of directors felt it was impossible to open 
the camp and repair the building as well. A new roof was put on, 
general repairs were made, and much needed painting put the build
ing in good shape. The following summer the camp was reopened 
for six weeks, again in charge of Mrs. Rex Laughlin who success
fully directed the camp for four more seasons. During those depres
sion years three hundred little children from homes which suffered 
from privation and heartbreaking conditions were made happy and 
strengthened by wholesome food and supervised recreation. 
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After Pearl Harbor when our government became involved in the 
Second World War, there were too many obstacles to continue the 
camp for underprivileged children in Cloudcroft. With food rationing 
and gasoline rationing and nurses and dieticians needed in the ser
vice, it was decided to close the building and off er it to the civilian 
defense in case of any emergency. In the summer of 1942 cots, 
mattresses, tables, and large cooking utensils were rented to the El 
Paso Girl Scouts for twenty dollars. When the building was converted 
to a camp for underprivileged children, all baby beds in good con
dition were sent to the Sunshine Day Nursery in El Paso. In 1945 
and 1946 the Girl Scouts used the building for their Brownie camp. 
It was an ideal place for these little girls who were too young to 
share the more rugged camp life of the older girl scouts. 

By 1947 the building was again in need of costly repairs. Without 
a year-round custodian and empty for long periods, vandals had 
broken windows, torn screens, knocked down doors, and stolen things 
from within the building. A lease was drawn up with Mr. Clyde 
Lathrop, manager of the Lodge, giving him the use of the building 
for his family, rent free for three years provided he make specific 
repairs, pay all utilities, and the fire insurance. The lease also stated 
that for June and July of each year the building would be available 
to the Girl Scout organization of El Paso. In addition to repairs, up
keep and painting, Mr. Lathrop had the plumbing overhauled and 
installed two new showers and bathrooms. 

At a meeting of the board of directors of the Baby Sanatorium in 
September 1951, Mrs. La Vora Norman asked for the use of the Baby 
San building for the purpose of establishing an art colony in Cloud
croft. Her idea was to give scholarships to talented young people in 
courses to be offered at the art center and to give them housing at 
the Baby San building. Continuing its service to the youth of the 
Southwest, the building was leased to Mrs. Norman rent free with 
the provision that a deposit of two hundred dollars be made to pro
tect the board from any outstanding bills that Mrs. Norman might 
leave at the expiration of her lease. Mrs. Norman was to pay all 
upkeep of the building, including fire insurance, and all utilities. Mrs. 
Norman successfully conducted the art colony from 1952 through 
1958 when the two hundred dollars deposit was returned to her. 

Through art magazines and brochurs the art colony was given a 
great deal of publicity and weeks before classes started on June 28, 
people were coming to Cloudcroft looking for lodgings. Since there 
was a scarcity of accommodations, it was necessary to house as many 
artists as possible in the Baby San building. From far off Connecticut 
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came a family to study with Frederic Taubes, internationally known 
artist and leading authority on paint technique, who conducted 
classes twice daily throughout the summer. Ramon Froman, Dallas 
portrait artist, was an excellent addition the second year. His students 
were so enthusiastic that he returned yearly for the entire course. 
Mrs. Norman, a Southwest landscape artist, was active in teaching 
every summer. Her workshops were popular with all ages. Among 
other courses offered at the colony were nature study for adults and 
children, basic drawing, sketching and oils, ceramics and china paint
ing. There were annual art exhibits and one man shows.27 

The members of the board of directors of the Cloudcroft Baby 
Sanatorium28 were very pleased to give permission to the El Paso 
District Mission Board of the Methodist Church to use the building 
rent free for a period beginning August 1, 1959 and ending December 
31, 196i. It was a relief to know that the building would be looked 
after for twelve months of the year. The lease stated that a deposit 
of one hundred dollars would be made to guarantee that all bills for 
utilities, repairs, and fire insurance would be paid in full for the 
period stated in the lease and at the termination, the deposit would 
be refunded. 

The Baby San is gone and today is only a memory to early Cloud
crofters. The teas, parties, and plays given to raise money for the 
Baby San were a means of creating a sociability for the cottagers 
which has never been equalled. The good old days are history, and 
modern living has saved the lives of many infants who have become 
useful citizens. For fifty years the Baby San building has served 
numerous groups. Many fine men and women have given their time 
and energy to the various activities carried on in the building. The 
jobs have been well done. The founders would have been satisfied. 

Now there are only rotting timbers as a reminder of the once young 
and gay railroad.29 Often at night the stillness of the mountains is 
broken by the sound of an automobile horn and in the period between 
sleeping and awakening, one seems to hear the warning toot which 
Jim Riddle, the locomotive engineer, signalled at the "S" bridge so 
that vacationeers could rush to the station to meet the train. Then 
in nostalgic memory one is again seeing old friends, happy children 
with pets, young mothers carrying sick babies on pillows, and the 
train crew, all alighting from the cars, happy to be on the cool moun
tain top. 

The meadow is gone and one must walk farther to find wild straw
berries and raspberries. The view from Scenic Point is as inspiring, 
the Dimple still has its appeal to picnicers, and steep paths are just 
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as thrilling to horseback riders. The Indian paint brush is as red as 
ever, the sun flowers are pure gold, and the asters are like the purples 
of heaven. The giant pines and firs have never stopped brushing the 
sky and the pine laden air is as sweet as in years gone by. Cloudcroft 
is El Paso's own - memories for the past but always a joy to lovers 
of nahue at its best. 
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TRANS-PECOS LANDSCAPES 
by GEORGE CLURG 

I 

OF RATHER KEEN INTEREST to Western travelers - in fact the climax 
of their journey - has always been the approach to the Cordilleran 
Chains. This is most true on the southern route adjoining the inter
national boundary between Mexico and the United States. Entering 
the "different" Trans-Pecos Region of Texas, the traveler ends the 
tedious passage across the plains and plateaus and comes upon the 
dramatic apparition of the Sierras at a moment when speech, nation
ality, and political frontiers merge. Here the farm world yields to the 
domain of hoof and horn. These transformations come all at once. 

Because of its almost spectacular aspect, one would normally ex
pect this region to have been well surveyed and mapped at an early 
date, so that its cartographic pattern might become the frame by 
which to appreciate the form, life, and shape of its tinted entirety. 
Yet, this scarcely happened. Something was done, beginning about 
1879; but there ensued for many years an odd dearth of further 
results. This is only to say that few maps of this region gained wide 
circulation. As a result, the general public remained unaware of the 
general "lay of the ground" in the Big Bend area. 

Though mining, oil and railway companies sometimes embody 
their operations in maps that might be of general interest if they 
were not buried in dusty files, this did not happen with respect to 
the Trans-Pecos Region along the Mexican border. True, there were 
some railway surveys in the late '7o's with the advance of the Southern 
Pacific Railway. These, however, dealt with route alignments and 
levels, thus providing only a good, if necessary, start on a map for 
the region. Since this eastmost chain in the Trans-Pecos lies wholly 
in a single Texas County, Brewster, it might be supposed that an 
excellent map of the mountains would be found in the County re
cords. Here, too, the expected was not realized. Indeed, the maps 
of Brewster County, like most County maps, show little more than 
township and section grid. It is not surprising, therefore, that one 
complete Atlas of the State's Counties, though showing 254 separate 
County maps with passable relief ( hachures), exhibits the same 
cartographic inadequacies. This atlas, a part of the Texas Almanac, 
even while showing the rest of the Brewster's alps, somehow manages 
to omit the most significant ones of our front range and, of course, 
does not show the features across the Rio Grande in Mexico. 
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This latter deficiency is unfortunate since the relief features of 
the trans-Rio Grande are the first seen by the Western traveler on 
reaching Del Rio, Texas. There, the first landmark to present itself 
is Sierra Mosco (Mesquite) across the river. Thence, the mountains 
run between Mexico's Sierra Consuelo and our Bullis Range to Cline 
Mountain and 7-mile Mesa. Further on, Castle Mountain and the 
singular Gable House Mountain, 5455 feet, are the first landmarks 
to appear close-up to the traveler following the Southern Pacific 
route or Highway go. 

II 

Though the early efforts to record the range on the American side 
of the Rio Grande were less than might be hoped, the Mexican 
efforts were no more satisfactory. Indeed the Mexican Cordillera 
tended to remain less known - a bit mysterious, even quite dang
erous - despite the fact that the initial map of i879 dealt with that 
exotic side of the mountain range quite extensively, going as far as 
the head of Coahuila, to encompass all of the Mexican Big Bend. 
To a great extent, this initial effort was carried forward by a Texan 
geologist, R. T. Hill. His maps prevailed remarkably from i879 until 
well into the 20th Century and noted most of the outstanding emin
ences: Mosco, Etereo, Centinela, Burros, Carmen. Yet, many other 
notable peaks existed, and now appear on the Hispanic I: i,000,000 
Chihuahua Sheet of the American Geographical Society. Of course, 
the Mexican Government has depicted their side of this frontier 
better than anyone else. At first their maps were tentalizingly vague, 
but General Sanchez Lamego's new series covering the entire re
public fills a long-felt need for accurate mapping of the Mexican 
side of the Rio Grande. 

I II 

On this side likewise, not a few items remained undisclosed until 
recently. Today, however, the entire mountain range astride the Rio 
Grande is tolerably well displayed in the U. S. Geological Survey's 
new series. The fairly recent creation of Big Bend National Park 
need not imply much additional map activity, but it should serve to 
make our people more familiar with the abundant landscapes of the 
region. 

In that area there is all the allure of the desert and mountain West. 
For example, at the Big Bend's western point there is the ghost town 
of Lajitas. Less known and more incredible, however, are the ghost 
mountains and the phantom ranges, such as the Sierra Charrote, 
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just southwest of the immortal though impermanent frontier stream. 
It is not clear how this mountain range emerged, unless someone 
observed it through a mug or glass, bottoms up. Anyway, around 
the turn of the century this mountain was being featured in some 
atlases, such as Andree's (also known as The London Times Atlas), 
as a leading Trans-Pecos landmark. In size, it was alleged to be 
among the largest of the northeastern peaks. During the late 2o's 
the Southern Pacific Railroad issued a book of running descriptions 
with little pictures along side which showed the "Charette Moun
tains" visible to the north of Dryden or Sanderson. 

Despite the magnitude and plausible authority for its existence, 
this mountain now proves to be wholly non-existent. Instead, what 
is found there is a group of moderate mesas, rising at most a few 
hundred feet. So much for the mythical Charrote Mountains. 

Not to be confused with such dream mountains are the ancient 
remains of Texas' "great central chain" of which the Llano-Bernatt 
are remnants of roots. But we only note in brief the mountains of 
yesteryear and the never-never inexplicable Charrote phantom. For 
us, there remains the extensive, splendid reality of the TransPecos, 
the more useful, ornamental and worthy of appreciation for its beauty 
and splendor. Whoever goes West to the Land of the Cordilleras, 
does so with good cause. 



> BOOK REVIEWS 

KNIGHT IN THE SUN 

By Marshall Hail. Illustrated by Tom Lea. 
(Boston: Little, Brown & Co. $s.oo. ) 

< 

Knight in the Sun is a first book by Marshall Hail, veteran El Paso News
man, and a partial biography of a young Anglo who became the first 
successful American matador. It is handsomely illustrated by Tom Lea. 
For El Pasoans, then, the book has a four-fold interest, the author, illus
trator and subject-hero being El Pasoans, and many El Pasoans have 
afici6n for the fiesta de toros. 

In the language of the corrida, this is Marshall Hail's Alternativa - his 
promotion from the newspaper by-line to full-Hedged authorship of a 
book which stamps him as a diestro (master) in this writing business. 
And, of course, as everybody knows, Tom Lea has always had afici6n 
and has contributed greatly through writing and art to the feverish Amer
ican interest in the taurine drama. 

Harper Lee, whose story had hitherto been neglected, was famous in 
the bullrings of Mexico from July 1908 to the end of 191l, achieving a 
record that no other American save Sidney Franklin would come close to 
in the half-century ahead. He was born James Harper Gillett, at Ysleta, 
Texas, on September 5, 1884, the son of Helen Baylor and James Buchanan 
Gillett. His father was a sergeant in the Texas Ranger Company com
manded by Colonel Baylor and sent to Ysleta in 1877 to quell some trouble 
there known as the El Paso Salt War. Gillett served briefly as City Marshall 
of El Paso, and later owned extensive ranching properties in Presidio 
County, where the son also lived for a time after retirement from the 
bullring. 

There is an element of pathos in the personal story of the boy who took 
his stepfather's name when his mother divorced and remarried. The family 
moved to Guadalajara in 1896, and Harper played at bullfighting as other 
American boys play at baseball. He more or less drifted into the profession 
by the amateur route, over the protests of the Baylor kin. In October, lgu, 
he took inventory: he had participated as matador in 52 professional 
corridas in 24 Mexican cities, and had killed exactly lOO bulls. He had 
been three times gored. Too, because of the revolution, he was finding it 
increasingly difficult to get good corridas. And he was in love with a girl 
who said that to be married to a matador was to be half-widow. According 
to the Spaniards, the love of bullfighting is a wound that can not be healed. 
Thus in anguish Harper reached his decision; he sold his wardrobe of 
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trafes de luces, had his coleta cut off, married his lovely Roxa, and lived 
his remaining years in quiet work. He died in obscurity in San Antonio, 
where Roxa still lives. 

Here is lean, sinewy prose, with grace of phrase and electrifying drama. 
Marshall Hail has mastered the tools of his craft (words), has researched 
his material in Harper Lee's diary, notebooks, clippings - in conversations 
with matadors contemporary with Lee, and with many surving friends and 
acquaintances. He knows the history, tradition and ritual of the fiesta 
brava, he is bi-lingual, and above all else he has afici6n. He describes the 
pase de pecho, cambio de rodillas, faroles de chipen, the quites, veronicas 
- every phase of the taurine festival. He has made a niche for a young 
American who had talent, technique and dedication to succeed in a pro
fession peculiar to Latin temperament, a young man affectionately known 
in Mexico as "Opper Li" of whom it is said, was muy valiente. 

For Harper Lee and Marshall Hail, oles and dianas, palms and applause! 

El Paso, Texas LAURA Scorr MEYERS 

CHRISTMAS ON THE AMERICAN FRONTIER, i8oo-1goo 

By John E. Baur. 
(Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton Printers, Ltd., 1961. $5.00.) 

SEITLERS of the thirteen original English colonies brought to the New 
World their own unique methods of celebrating the most important of 
Christian holidays and each colony marked the season in a different way. 
"These patterns were old when they were imported by the settlers, and 
during the first century or so . . . they changed but slowly from their 
European origins." 

The Pilgrims in Plymouth, believing that Christmas had become too 
worldly a holiday in England, regarded the twenty-fifth of December as 
any other working day and in i659 the General Court of Massachusetts 
placed a fine of five shillings upon anyone observing it. 

The Dutch in New Amsterdam, on the other hand, celebrated Christmas 
as a dual holiday. This was the day on which a large party of immigrants 
had arrived from Holland and the 25th was celebrated also as "Landing 
Day" with great jollity. Customs included ice skating, drinking of punch, 
lighting of the Yule log and much feasting and merrymaking. It had been 
the custom of the Netherlands for the Dutch burghers to celebrate St. 
Nicholas Day on December 6, when presents were given to the children; 
however, regardless of the date on which the holiday was observed, the 
day was profound in its concept as a family institution. 
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The Virginians, farther south and under the influence of the more 
"worldly" Anglicans, were given to celebrating in the manner so decried 
by the Puritans. Every patrician mansion in the capital at Williamsburg 
had its Yule log, brought to the house by slaves. On Christmas morning, 
after a large and early breakfast, one might expect a fox hunt. Here, dinner 
was fashionably early in the afternoon; food was abundant and varied, 
consisting of wild geese, game, fish and the traditional plum puddings and 
mince pies. Toddies were drunk and toasts were raised to the ladies, to the 
tobacco plantations and to the coming year with its promise. 

German dissenters began to arrive in America by 1700 and it was they 
who brought with them the tradition of the Christmas tree. From the 
Germans also derives the custom of gift giving, when Kristkindlein, or the 
Christ Child, arrived on Christmas Eve with presents for the children. 

As the 18th centmy progressed and the frontier moved westward, the 
customs of Christmas went with it. As Americans crossed the mountains, 
into the Great Lakes regions and toward the Gulf Coast, they came into 
contact with the customs and traditions of the French settlers. Noel was 
celebrated among these French-speaking Catholics by great feasting on 
Christmas Eve, followed by a quiet, simple, holy day of prayer and song. 

Spain, which discovered and first explored the New World, brought its 
Christmas, Navidad, to what would later be the American Southwest. 
Gradually, the older Spanish traditions were modified by the addition of 
Indian customs. On Christmas Eve, farolitos and luminarias were lighted, 
children paraded through the streets begging gifts, and at midnight every
one attended Mass - the famous misa de gallo, or Mass of the Cock, the 
Rosary was sung and the ceremony not ended until dawn. Christmas 
morning, after a hearty breakfast, much merrymaking was indulged in and 
probably the ancient drama of Los Pastores was enacted. For the most 
part these ancient customs still prevail in New Mexico and Texas where, 
the folklorists tell us, the Christmas customs are more varied and richer 
than those perhaps of any other region. 

Unexpected and sometimes incongruous elements appeared in the cele
bration of Christmas among the cowboys, soldiers and Indians of the 
Southwest; frequently these were humorous, frequently tragic and sus
penseful, yet always they were full of sentiment and at no time was the 
richer meaning of Christmas forgotten. Lonely men in the lonely stretches 
of the earth draw close to God, especially at Christmas. 

John E. Baur, author of this delightful study in Americana, has lived 
most of his life in California, has taught Western American history at 
U.C.L.A. and is at present history instructor at the Los Angeles County 
Museum. In addition to several articles, he has also written The Health 
Seekers of Southern California, published in i959. 
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The book deals with only a fraction of early Western Yuletide celebra
tions, nor does it cover geographically every section of the Old West. It 
does, however, accomplish the author's purpose of preserving the flavor 
of a great western holiday. "Although you may be opening these pages any 
day of the year, the fact that you have stopped to read them is evidence 
enough that the spirit of Christmas is in your heart. Therefore, whatever 
the season, a very merry Christmas." 

MARY ELLEN PORTER 

El Paso, Texas 

LEE'S MAVERICK GENERAL: DANIEL HARVEY HILL 
By Hal Bridges. 
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1961, 279 pp. $1.50.) 

DR. BRIDGES, Professor of American History at the University of Colorado, 
is considered to be one of the outstanding and promising young historians 
in the United States. Among other works, he has written Iron Millionaire: 
The Life of Charlemagne Tower, and Civil War and Reconstruction. 

In conducting the research for this particular book, the author uncovered 
a vast amount of new information concerning the Civil War based on the 
recently discovered and unpublished papers of the Confederate General 
Daniel Harvey Hill. Professor Bridges concentrated on Hill's career as a 
soldier and gave scant attention to the maverick general's years as a 
journalist and educator. 

Hill was not an easy subject with which to deal, for while he was intel
ligent, honorable and courageous, he was also constant in his biting 
criticism of his superiors and amazingly tactless in his relations with such 
Confederate leaders as President Davis, Robert E. Lee, and Braxton Bragg 
among others. 

Of special interest to Texans who enjoy military history, is questioning 
of the claim that John B. Hood and his Texas brigade was the first to 
breach the Federal lines at Caine's Mill in 1862. Professor Bridges seems 
to accept the Hill version that it was Hill and his men rather than Hood's 
brigade. 

The reviewer is especially intrigued by the apparent use of Hill as the 
scapegoat for General Bragg's failure to pursue the Federal troops which 
fled after the Confederate victory at Chickamauga. After this unfortunate 
incident, Hill, who recently had been promoted to the temporary rank 
of Lieutenant General for his gallant defense of Richmond during the 
Gettysburg campaign, was relieved of his command of a corps. Moreover, 
President Jefferson Davis, an intimate friend of General Bragg, did not ask 
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the Confederate Senate to make permanent Hill's rank of Lieutenant Gen
eral. This intentional or unintentional oversight was tantamount to a 
demotion and was the only instance in which a general was so unfairly 
treated by Davis. Hill was never able to obtain a court of inquiry so that 
he could refute the charges levelled against him. Because of this, Hill 
though he did not resign from the Confederate army, never again held 
an important command. 

There are other controversial points raised in this interesting biography 
by Professor Bridges, who does not hesitate to differ with other Civil War 
specialists, including the eminent Douglas Freeman. The author has done 
a splendid job of resurrecting the reputation of one of the Confederacy's 
ablest and most courageous generals. His writing is clear and his research 
is thorough. 

JAMES c. HARVEY 

Texas Western College 



> HISTORICAL NOTES < 

Contributing Author's Contest 
Enclosed with this issue is a Postcard Ballot for members of the Society 

to use in selecting the three best articles in the i962 Volume VII of PASS
WORD. This is the third annual contest. 

The prizes are as follows: $loo for the article receiving the greatest 
number of votes; $so for second; and $z5 for third. 

All ballots must be in the hands of the committee NOT LATER THAN 
December ist. The awards will be made at the January meeting of the 
Society. 

History News, the official publication of the American Association for 
State and Local History, has a very informative article in its August issue 
on "Caring for your Collections: Textiles, China, Ceramics, and Glass." 
Reprints of the article may be purchased for ten cents each, 20 for $i.50, 
and 50 for $3.00 

Following are some excerpts from the article : 
"Only a trained restorer should attempt to restore valuable china, 

ceramic and glass objects. A simple restoration may be attempted locally, 
but much depends on the following: the nature of the material from which 
the object is made, the method by which the object has been fashioned, 
the nature of the break or deterioration of the object, and the nature of 
application and the predictable effect of the materials available for use 
in conservation. Research in a library will help on the first two points. A 
good magnifying glass will help in the third step. The fourth is a matter 
of careful experimentation on samples of similar pieces. 

"GLASS - If careful inspection discloses no cracks, simple washing in 
soap suds followed by thorough rinsing in a solution of water and ammonia 
and polishing with a clean, soft towel is usually sufficient for all glassware. 
Old glass should not be washed in hot water. A handy device for removing 
particles of dirt from crevices and inside narrow-necked bottles is a test 
tube brush. Pipe cleaners also serve this purpose. Even simple restoration 
of broken glass calls for considerable skill, and extremely unusual, rare or 
valuable pieces should be turned over to the restorer. Duco Cement is a 
common product which does not dry too fast, allowing time for putting 
the pieces together in their proper position. After the cement is applied, 
the edges of the break should be held firmly in place. Duco Cement can 
also be used on soft pottery, bone, and ivory. It does not stand up well 
under water and is soluble in acetone. Epoxy cement should be used only 
after considerable experience." 
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MARSHALL HAIL, a native of Kentucky, attended the University of Ken
tucky and later became city editor of the Lexington H eral,d in the 1920s. 

Migrating to the Southwest for the climate, he 
joined the staff of the El Paso Herald in 1930. With 
the merger the following year of the Herald and the 
Scripps-Howard Post, he began his newspaper ser
vice with the El Paso Heral,d-Post and has been with 
that newspaper in varying capacities, usually as a 
reporter, ever since. 

While doing research in 1956 for the 75th anni
versary edition of the Herald-Post, he became inter
ested in the career of Harper B. Lee, a native of El 
Paso County, who won distinction as a matador in 
Mexico. He gathered material on Lee and wrote a 

biography of the bullfighter, Knight in the Sun, over a period of five years. 
Mr. Hail is a member of the board of directors of the El Paso County 

Historical Society. He is married and has two daughters, Marsha, a 1962 
graduate of Texas Western College, and Judy, a student at TWC. 

GEORGE CLURG was born in Kansas City 76 years ago. At the turn of the 
century he was taken below the border by his father, a locomotive superin
tendent for the old Mexican Central Railroad. Intro-
duced young to the life and language of Mexico, he 
learned to love both sides of the Rio Grande and 
thereafter divided his time between the two areas. 

Mr. Clurg is by profession a draftsman and has 
done work for railroads, highways, mines, and oil
fields. He has also worked for the Federal Land Bank 
and for the U.S. Engineering Corps. His best effort, 
he states, is a book of drawings, History in the Open, 
which features the Southwest. His approach to his 
subject is "markedly new" - by panoramic sketch 
and local maps. The book is now out of print. 

At present Mr. Clurg is residing at 219 Alameda, Aguascalientes, Ags., 
Mexico. 

ESTELLE GooDMAN LEVY has become a regular contributor to the pages of 
Password. She will be remembered for her unusually interesting article, 
"El Paso Defends Her Culture - Opera at the Pass of the North,'' Vol. IV, 
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No. 3 (July, i959); and her award winning (second place) article, "The 
Myar Opera House and Other Theaters in Old El Paso," Vol. V, No. 2 

(April, i96o). Her present article will certainly not diminish her reputa
tion as an historian. For further biographical data and a picture see the 
two issues cited above. 

LAURA Scorr MEYERS is becoming a regular contributor to the book section 
of Password. She is the editor of "The Book Shelf" of the El Paso Herald
Post and is known throughout Texas as an authority on book reviewing. 
She resides with her husband at 2619 Savannah Street, El Paso. 

DR. }AMES C. HARVEY is Assistant Professor of History at Texas Western 
College. A native Texan, he did his undergraduate work at Southern 
Methodist University and received his doctorate in history at the Uni
versity of Texas. 

MARY ELLEN PORTER, a native of Ohio and a graduate of Ohio State Uni
versity, is the wife of Dr. Eugene 0. Porter. She is a frequent contributor 
of book reviews to both Password and the Book Shelf. 
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