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THE SPANISH OCCUPATION OF WEST 

TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO 

by EUGENE 0. PORTER 

[The meaning of words followed by an asterisk will be found in the Glossary 
at the end of this article.] 

IT IS NOT COMMONLY KNOWN that the true beginning of the Lone 
Star State is to be found in the settlements grouped along the Rio 
Grande in the El Paso district and not in the small group of missions 
established by Massanet in i6go along the Neches River in Eastern 
Texas. 1 Also not commonly known is the fact that Texas along with 
New Mexico had its share of the romance, myths and fables that 
everywhere attended the Spanish conquest in America. In Florida 
the Spaniards sought the Fountain of Youth; in South America the 
Gilded Man (El Dorado); and on the west coast of Mexico the Isle 
of the Amazons. But in West Texas and New Mexico the Spaniards 
searched for the Seven Golden Cities of Cibola; the Kingdom of Gran 
Quivira where everyone had his ordinary dishes made of "wrought 
plate" and his "jugs and bowls" of gold; the Seven Hills of the Aijados 
or Aixaos where gold was so plentiful that the natives, not knowing 
of any other metal, made of it everything they needed, such as cook
ing and eating utensils and the tips of their arrows and lances; 2 the 
Cerro de la Plata (Mountain of Silver); and, finally, the Pearls of 
the Jumano Country.3 

The legend of the Seven Golden Cities of Cibola was brought to 
America by the Spaniards themselves. It came out of the Conquest 
of the Iberian Peninsula by the Moors in the eighth century. When 
those north African Moslems invaded what is now Portugal, the 
bishop of Lisbon, so the legend goes, led his flock westward across 
the ocean to an island named Antilla where he founded The Seven 
Golden Cities. Antilla appeared on ancient maps and the West Indies 
were called the Antilles after the island. But as the geographical 
knowledge of the western hemisphere unfolded, Antilla was pushed 
further back until its final resting place came to be New Mexico. 
And the person responsible for placing Cibola in New Mexico was 
Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca. 

Not only the legend of the Seven Cities but, as a matter of fact, 
all of the legends and myths mentioned above were old world tales, 
many of Arabic origin and taken to Spain by the Moors. The Amer
ican Indians possessed too much common sense to believe them but 
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they did cooperate with the Spaniards in giving them life. When 
asked by the Spaniards where the mountain of silver or any other of 
the mythical places could be found, the Indians pointed beyond the 
horizon - anything to start the Spaniards on their way and out of 
the tribe's territory. 

But to return to Cabeza de Vaca, his story is a multi-told tale. It is 
generally known that he was the treasurer of the Panfilo de Narvaez 
expedition to Florida in i528; that the entire expedition was lost 
with the exception of Vaca and his three companions - Alonzo del 
Castillo Maldonado, Andres Dorantes and Estevancio, an Arabian 
Negro slave; that these four, in a small boat, skirted the northern 
coast of the Gulf of Mexico and landed on Bad Luck Island off the 
coast of Texas; and that after wandering through Texas, perhaps a 
part of New Mexico, and across northern Mexico they reached in 
April, i536, the Spanish outpost of San Miguel de Culiacan on the 
Sea of Cortez, now called the Gulf of Lower California. Historians 
are still in disagreement as to the exact route of the four men and as 
to whether or not they walked through the Pass of the North. Their 
exact route, however, is not important, insofar as the present tale is 
concerned. What is important is the fact that they took to Mexico 
tidings of the Seven Golden Cities and thus created an interest in 
the north that led eventually to the occupation of west Texas and 
New Mexico and their annexation to the Viceroyalty of New Spain. 

One man infected with the general excitement caused by the tales 
of the four travelers from the north was Antonio de Mendoza, the 
Viceroy of New Spain. He appointed his friend, Francisco Vasquez 
de Coronado, provisional governor of Nueva Galicia, which included 
the western area of the viceroyalty with the port of Chametla. It was 
then arranged that Friar Marcos de Niza should make a prelim
inary exploration to the north for the purpose of verifying Vaca's 
story. Should the good friar discover the golden cities, it was agreed, 
an expedition on a large scale under the command of Coronado would 
be sent to take possession of them. 

Niza, accompanied by a Father Honorato, the Negro Estevanico, 
now a freedman, and a band of friendly Indians, set forth on March 
7, i539, from the border town of San Miguel de Culiacan. But the 
expedition met with failure. Niza did not find the wondedul cities 
where the people "decked their bodies with ornaments of gold and 
precious gems and faced the walls of their homes with silver." 4 

Rather, after a long and wearisome march over trackless deserts and 
treeless mountains Niza reached a barren land in which he could 
find neither gold nor food. Too, Indians, jealous of Estevanico for 
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the favors their wives and sweethearts bestowed upon him, put the 
ex-slave to death. Being more prudent than brave, Niza decided to 
retrace his steps to Culiacan. There his veracity proved as wanting 
as his bravery, for he "scattered his marvelous tales broadcast," that 
the Seven Golden Cities did indeed exist as did also thirty inhabited 
islands where pearls could be found in great abundance.s 

Upon receiving Niza's report, Coronado hastened to Mexico City 
where, with the enthusiastic support of Viceroy Mendoza, he raised 
without difficulty an army of three hundred Spaniards, "including 
many gentlemen of good family and high rank," and eight hundred 
Indian allies.6 In February, i540, he began his northward trek. He 
marched along the west coast of Mexico, through the present state 
of Sinaloa, into Baja or Lower California, north into Alta or Upper 
California, then eastward through Arizona and New Mexico, down 
into Texas where he was at one time within a few miles of the de Soto 
expedition, north into Oklahoma and Kansas, and then back to 
Mexico. He returned with a number of legends, of a race of unipeds, 
of a race that slept under water, and of a race that lived on smells. 
But he did not find the Seven Golden Cities. Instead of discrediting 
the legend, however, the expedition contributed to keep it alive. 
Coronado's failure was due to his lack of leadership and not to the 
fact that the cities did not exist.7 

For almost forty years following the Coronado expedition the 
northern mystery was well-nigh forgotten, or at least "had taken the 
form of vague and semi-mythic traditions."8 During those years the 
Spaniards extended their occupation northward from Nueva Galicia 
to the latitude of southern Chihuahua, establishing in i562 the prov
ince of Nueva Vizcaya which included the present states of Chihua
hua, Sonora, Coahuila, Durango and parts of Zacatecas, San Luis 
Potosi and Nuevo Leon. Durango was the capital.9 Rich mines had 
been discovered in that area and several settlements founded. Troops 
were sent in to protect the miners and Franciscan friars to offer 
spiritual guidance. One of the friars was Fray Agustin Rodriguez.10 

One day he chanced to read Cabeza de Vaca's narrative and decided 
to dedicate his life to a dual purpose - the glory of a spiritual con
quest and the discovery of the Seven Golden Cities. 

With eight or nine soldiers, Indian servants and two other Fran
ciscan friars the party, some twenty strong, set forth from San Barto
lome on June 6, i55i. The group followed the Rio Conchas to its 
junction with a large river which Rodriguez named the Rio Gua
dalquivir but which was actually the Rio Grande. The men followed 
the river northward. They very likely passed the spot where, in the 
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distant future, San Elizario would be founded, and moved on through 
the Pass of the North into the present state of New Mexico as far as 
the province of the Tigua Indians. There the soldiers left the friars 
and returned to San Bartolome. The friars were never heard from 
again. 

Naturally the Franciscans were anxious to learn the fate of their 
missing brothers. Thus an expedition, financed by Don Antonio 
Espejo, a wealthy merchant of Mexico City, and including Padre 
Bernardino Beltran, fourteen soldiers, a number of Indian servants 
and one hundred fifteen horses and mules started north from San 
Bartolome on November 10, 1582. The party followed the tracks of 
the luckless Rodriguez, passing through the future sites of San Eli
zario and Paso del Norte. At the Tigua pueb"lo 0 of Puara, near the 
site of the modern Bernalillo, Espejo definitely established the fact 
that the friars had been murdered. With this information the mission 
of the expedition was accomplished, but the men continued their 
explorations. Before returning to San Bartolome, they visited seventy
four pueblos with a population, Espejo claimed, of 253,000 souls, 
a figure Bancroft calls "a gross exaggeration.'"• Be that as it may, 
Espejo took back to Mexico more accurate information about the 
north country than any of the previous explorers. But he also added 
to the northern mystery when he reported the existence of a great 
river in the northwest and a rich province on a great lake. 

Meanwhile, during the sixteenth century, a very curious myth 
grew up in western Europe, of a strait connecting the western coast 
of North America with the waters of the interior. The Mercator map 
of i569 showed such a strait, vaguely drawn. The English called it 
the Northwest Passage and the Spaniards the Strait of Anian. The 
Spaniards also believed in a mythical stream named Rio Salado that 
was supposed to lead through the American continent and "thus cut 
off the need to go around the tip of South America to reach the other 
ocean.'' (Later the name Salado was applied to the Pecos River.) ' 2 

Any country controlling the river or strait could control the trade 
with the Far East which at the time was a Portuguese monopoly. 

For the next hundred years European explorers directed their 
efforts largely towards a search for the strait. Henry Hudson, an 
Englishman sailing for the Dutch East Indian Company, explored 
the Hudson River looking for the strait and later explored the bay 
named after him and where he and his young son lost their lives. 
John Smith of Jamestown fame explored the Rappahannock River 
in Virginia. The French explored the St. Lawrence River and, when 
they were stopped by the rapids, called them "La Chin," believing 
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that beyond the rapids lay China. Robert Cavalier, Sieur de la Salle, 
planned as late as i676 to search for a passage to Japan or China by 
way of the north through Canada.13 It was the Spaniards, however, 
who made the first attempt to discover this inland water way and 
the impetus for their early effort was given by the Englishman, Sir 
Francis Drake. 

Sir Francis, in i577, with five small ships, invaded the waters along 
the west coast of South America and made several successful forays 
against Spanish ships laden with gold and silver. He escaped to the 
north, crossed the Pacific, rounded the Cape of Good Hope and re
turned to England, the second man to circumnavigate the globe.14 

But the Spaniards did not know the route he had taken. They sent a 
naval squadron to the Strait of Magellan and when Drake failed to 
appear, they assumed that he had discovered the Strait of Anian. 

Immediately the Spaniards planned to send an expedition to the 
north country to find and take possession of the strait. But at the time 
King Phillip II entertained larger plans. He wanted to make war on 
infidel England and replace Queen Elizabeth on the throne with 
Mary Queen of Scots. The result was the disastrous defeat in i588 
of the Spanish Armada. Spain was now a second rate power. She could 
retrieve her former world position, however, if she controlled the 
northern strait. 

Due, however, to several factors which bred delay, it was not until 
i596 that Viceroy Luis de Velasco was empowered to appoint a com
mander for the northern expedition. On August 24th of that year 
Velasco signed a capitulation with Don Juan de Ofiate. According 
to the contract Ofiate was to raise a force of two hundred men or 
more at his own expense. In return he was made governor, adelan
tado 0 and captain-general of the territories to be conquered and 
colonized. Ofiate, incidentally, was a wealthy resident of Zacatecas. 
He was the son of the brave and popular conquistador Don Cristobal 
and was married to Dofia Isabel, daughter of Juan de Tolosa and 
granddaughter of Cortez. •s 

But again delaying factors intervened. Velasco was replaced as 
viceroy by the Count of Monterey. Ofiate's enemies now beseiged 
the new viceroy with all kinds of false charges and the Count in 
turn subjected the explorer to numberless inspections. At last the 
viceroy was induced to approve his predecessor's contract with cer
tain minor changes. The final inspection was concluded on January 
20, i598, and six days later the expedition began its northward trek. 
It was composed of one hundred thirty soldiers-colonists, many ac
companied by their families, a large number of servants and Indians, 
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a band of Franciscan friars, eighty-three wagons and several thou
sand head of cattle.16 

The army marched down the Rio Florida to that stream's con
fluence with the Rio Conchos, down the east bank of that river to a 
point east by north of Chihuahua City where the expedition crossed 
the Conchos and struck north across the desert. It reached the Rio 
Grande on April 20, i598, at the future site, it is generally believed, 
of the present San Elizario.17 It was there on April 30th that OD.ate 
took official possession of New Mexico and all the adjacent territory 
in the name of the king. He then proceeded up the Rio Grande, 
looking for a suitable crossing which he found on May 4th and which 
he named "El Paso del Norte." 18 

Ofiate continued up the river from the pass, going from pueblo 
to pueblo and being well received by the natives. In establishing 
Spanish authority he organized each pueblo on a civic basis with a 
corps of Indian officers to manage the civic affairs of their own 
people. 1 9 He also introduced the Holy Faith. Finally, he established 
his capital at San Juan de los Caballeros 20 or, as Twitchell claims, 
across the Rio Grande from San Juan and gave it the name of San 
Gabriel.21 In either case the capital proved to be only temporary, 
for twelve years later, in i6io, with the founding of Santa Fe, Ofiate 
made that city the permanent capital.22 

The conquest of the north country was a bloodless affair and highly 
successful. It was also comparatively easy because of "the tact and 
friendliness," according to one authority, "which had been exhibited 
by the several explorers who had come into the country since the 
expedition under Coronado."23 Actually, however, the conquest was 
a failure, if judged from the viewpoint of the purpose of the expedi
tion. Its purpose had been two-fold- control of the Strait of Anian 
and discovery of the golden cities. In each of these instances the 
Spaniards were doomed to disappointment. 

Nevertheless the north country proved a definite asset to the vice
regal kingdom of New Spain. Indians were gathered into missions 
and Christianized, villages were established, and an important trade 
developed with the south. One of the most important missions was 
established at the Pass of the North when Padre Garcia de Zuniga 
accompanied by Fray Juan de Salazar and ten families of Christian 
Indians opened a mission for the Mansos.24 The church was dedicated 
"to the most Holy Virgin of Guadalupe with the above name of El 
Paso" on December 8, i659 and the foundation and cornerstone were 
laid on April 2, i662. Thus came into existence the mission which 
grew to become the modem city of Juarez.2 s 
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In the beginning, it should be noted, the missions were not self
sustaining and supplying them with the necessaries of life proved a 
problem. Out of this problem, however, developed the important 
north-south trade. A caravan generally consisting of thirty-two or 
more wagons, five hundred mules, and a military escort26 was sent 
north every three years, although sometimes five and six years elapsed 
between caravans. The route taken from Mexico City followed a 
well-defined course by way of Zacatecas to Parral and the mining 
centers on the northern frontier of Nueva Vizcaya. From there the 
route crossed the arid plateau of modern Chihuahua, "a land of few 
resources and inhabited by hostile Indians," to arrive at the Rio 
Grande about where San Elizario now stands. The caravan then made 
its way up the river to the small settlements and finally arrived at 
its northern terminal, Santa Fe. On its return journey the caravan 
was accompanied by traders, citizens of the province going to Mexico 
on business, friars retiring from the New Mexican mission field and 
occasionally by prisoners of the Holy Office being sent to Mexico City 
for trial by the Tribunal of the Inquisition. The officials of New Spain 
also used the caravans for the dispatch of mail and royal and viceregal 
decrees. The round trip took about a year and a half. 2 1 

During more than half a century following the conquest and during 
the administration of fourteen governors, peace reigned in New Mex
ico. It was an uneasy peace, however. The Indians had made several 
ineffectual attempts to free themselves from the yoke of their con
querors only to be met with determined resistance. Then, in 1680, 
during the administration of Governor Don Antonio Otermfn, a San 
Juan Indian named Pope, who made Taos the center of his interest 
and who was connected with former disturbances, succeeded in or
ganizing a successful revolt. The cause of the uprising was chiefly 
religious. The native priests or caciques0 in charge of the Indian 
religion, were jealous of their political power which was threatened 
by the religion of the Cross.28 So violent was the revolt that the 
Spaniards with their Christian converts were forced to retreat to the 
Pass of the North, but not before men, women, and children were 
murdered. In fact the victims numbered slightly more than four 
hundred and included twenty-one missionaries and seventy-three 
men capable of bearing arms.2 9 

When the refugees arrived at the Pass of the North they were 
divided to form several settlements along the river. There were 
already three missions, also called pueblos, in the vicinity of the 
Pass, established between 1659 and 1680. The principal one was the 
mission of Guadalupe, now Juarez, as noted above, and composed of 
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Mansos Indians. The others were the pueblo of San Francisco, twelve 
leagues 30 below Guadalupe, about where Fabens, Texas, now stands, 
and composed of Sumas Indians; and the pueblo of La Soledad, 
seventy leagues southeast of Guadalupe and composed of Jumanos 
(meaning striped or painted Indians) and Sumas.31 The Indians 
brought out of New Mexico were of different tribes from those at 
the Pass and it was thought best, therefore, to keep them apart. This 
meant, of course, the founding of new missions. Also it was thought 
desirable that the transplanted missions retain their old names. Con
sequently the mission of Socorro, a word which means "succor" and 
which was bestowed by OD.ate in appreciation for the supplies fur
nished him by that pueblo on his expedition up the river, was moved 
from its original site eighty miles south of present-day Albuquerque 
to the vicinity of the Pass and given its old name. The mission of 
Senecu, constructed in i626 and dedicated to St. Anthony of Padua, 
was moved to the vicinity of the new Socorro. It was at the original 
Senecu, by the way, that the grape was first introduced to the upper 
Rio Grande country.32 And finally, the Ysleta mission was moved 
from its original site in New Mexico to the vicinity of the other two. 
The missions of Socorro and Senecu were composed of Piros and 
Tompiros Indians and that of Ysleta of Tiguas.33 Another settlement 
founded at the same time but intended for Spanish families only 
was Real de San Lorenzo, also called San Lorenzo del Realito, but 
more often referred to as Real.34 

Because of the danger of the revolt spreading to other Indians of 
Mexico, as it did to the Tarahumaras of Chihuahua,35 the central 
government decided to establish a presidio in the vicinity of the 
Pass. This was accomplished in August, i683, and dedicated to Nues
tra Senora del Pilar y Glorioso San Jose. It may have been located 
about seven leagues from Paso del Norte and midway between that 
place and Real de San Lorenzo. In i684, however, when the Mansos 
revolted, the presidio was moved to Paso del Norte and there it re
mained until i774 when it was transferred to Carrizal in accordance 
with the Reglamento0 of i772. Moreover, many of the settlements 
were "apparently removed nearer Guadalupe del Paso at the time 
the presidio was transferred," thus placing them "within easy range 
of presidia! protection."36 

It should be noted, however, that it is almost impossible to de
termine the exact sites of the several settlements near the Pass after 
their removal. This is due to the fact that available or known infor
mation is gathered "largely from subsequent, rather than from con
temporary accounts of the settlements,"37 and, further, that each 
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writer gives different figures. For example, Trigo, writing in 1754, 
placed Ysleta two leagues from Senecu while Morfi, writing in 1782, 
placed Ysleta three leagues east of Paso del Norte. If the latter is 
correct, the former is one league too much.38 This confusion, inci
dentally, is also found in contemporary accounts. San Lorenzo, for 
instance, is variously located at two, one and a half, and one league 
from Paso del Norte.39 

Be that as it may, it should be noted that there were several settle
ments, not mentioned above, in the vicinity of the Pass. To name 
only a few there were the Indian pueblos of Sacramento and Santa 
Gertrudis and the Spanish pueblos of San Pedro de Alcantara and 
San Jose. In fact there were fourteen in all. Their exact locations 
are not known, however, nor is it known what happened to them. 
All that is known is that the five settlements of San Lorenzo, Senecu, 
Ysleta, Socorro and Paso del Norte "were the only ones remain
ing in the eighteenth century."40 Actually, in the census taken by 
Governor Vargas between December 22, 1692 and January 2, 1693 
"for the purpose of ascertaining the number of settlers to be taken 
from the El Paso settlements to recolonize New Mexico," the same 
five pueblos are the only ones named.41 

But to return to New Mexico, it must be noted that the Spaniards 
were no sooner driven out of that province than they began to make 
plans for returning. It was not until the autumn of 1681, however, 
that Governor Otermm was prepared; or, if not prepared, "was 
required by the viceroy's orders to attempt recovery of the lost 
province." His army consisted of one hundred forty-six soldiers, one 
hundred twelve Indian allies, 975 horses, and a supply of oxcarts and 
pack mules. The start was made from Paso del Norte on November 
5.42 But the hearts of neither Otermm nor his men seem to have been 
in the entrada. 0 At least a majority of his officers voted with their 
chief after only a few weeks on the road to return to the Pass and 
this they did. After marching for six weeks down the river they 
arrived at a point near the Pass of the North on February 11, 1682.43 
After this unsuccessful venture nothing further seems to have been 
done by Otermm to regain the country he had lost. Consequently, 
he was removed as governor, perhaps in the year of his return.44 

Several men followed Otermm in succession as governors of New 
Mexico. Bartolome de Estrada Ramirez, a "knight of the Order of 
Santiago," became governor in 1683, but, according to Twitchell, 
"as to any of his official acts there is nothing of record that has been 
found."4s Then in August of the same year Domingo Jironza Petriz 
de Cruzate (also Crozat) was appointed to succeed Ramirez. Cruzate 
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served without distinction until 1686 when he was replaced by Don 
Pedro Reneros de Posada who likewise served without distinction 
and was replaced in 1689 by the man he had succeeded. Cruzate 
immediately renewed the entrada. He fell upon the Queres who, with 
some other tribes, held the pueblo of Cia and killed more than six 
hundred Indians and captured about seventy. Most of these were 
sold into slavery for a period of ten years "with the license of the 
king." 46 But before Cruzate could continue his preparations for an
other expedition, his plans were interrupted by a revolt of the Sumas 
living near Paso del Norte and he was forced to return south. 

Evidently Cruzate's success against the apostate tribes was not 
known to his royal master until after he had named the governor's 
successor, Don Diego de Vargas Zapata Lujan de Leon. Vargas is 
described as "a man of decided energy and pronounced decision 
of character." 4 1 When he arrived at Paso del Norte he was disap
pointed with the smallness of the army he could muster - not more 
than two hundred armed men including Indians. Nevertheless he 
was determined to prosecute his entrada without delay. He marched 
up the Rio Grande, passing all of the pueblos and finding nearly all 
of them in ruins. He finally appeared before Santa Fe in the early 
morning of September 13. He first cut off both the water supply and 
all communication of the city with the outside world. He was ably 
assisted by the friars who served as interpreters and who, in the 
name of Vargas, offered the Indians full pardon. Before night fall 
"Santa Fe had again become a loyal Spanish villa 0 

." 

With the occupation of Santa Fe peace was soon restored through
out the province of New Mexico. And with peace came a revival of 
trade. The caravans began moving again and consequently prosperity 
returned. All of this favorably affected the five pueblos in the vicinity 
of the Pass of the North. A Franciscan inspector in 1764 described the 
five pueblos-Paso del Norte, San Lorenzo del Real, Senecu, Socorro 
and Ysleta-as a veritable garden but Paso del Norte, he insisted, was 
"the flower of them all, both on account of its fruit and garden pro
ducts and its climate." 49 The valley was truly a bower of Eden. 
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GLOSSARY 

Adelantado - One to whom command of an expedition was given, empowering him to 
govern all lands he discovered. A military or political governor of a frontier prov
ince. The title was a temporary one. It is now archaic. 

Cacique - Applied only to Indians, the political chief of an Indian pueblo. The Span
iards adopted the word from the Arawaks of the West Indies and took it to the 
mainland. 

Entrada - Past tense of "to enter." Was used in both a religious and military sense. A 
"going into" an area to conquer the natives and/or their souls. 

Pueblo - Spanish colonial towns were classified according to population as lugar, villa 
and ciudad, but all incorporated towns regardless of size were called pueblos. 
Also, Indian towns were generally referred to as pueblos. 

Reglamento - A series of rules given for the execution of a law or, more modern, rules 
for the regulation of a corporation. 

Villa - An incorporated town, smaller than a ciud.ad. 
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Picture taken in 1912 at El Paso School for Girls. Seated in the front row: Jane Burges, May Kranzthor, Helen Stewart, Clara Hawkins, 
Ruth Hill (boarder), Ann Pittman, (unknown), Birdie Krupp, Ruth Rawlings, Fay Peek, (unknown), (unknown), Alice Brown, Mary 
Pittman, Louise Welch, Vonia Bray, Carrie Adams. Standing: Ruth Schwartz, Emily Ormsbee, Henrietta Courchesne, - - Courchesne 
(sister), Eileen Thompson, Helen Teichman, Agnes Stewart, Mary White, Elizabeth Stevens, Virginia Stewart, Alice Myles, Dorothy 
Ormsbee, Dorothy Lackland, Edna Robinson, Geraldine Merchant. Unable to identify other girls in back row. 

(Photo courtesy of Mrs. Jess Boykin) 



CRINOLINE, CURRICULUM AND CANNONS 

The Story of Radford School for Girls 

by PHYLLIS A. MAINZ 

VISITORS TO EL PAso's EXCLUSIVE Radford School for Girls are 
startled to encounter a bristling array of cannons directed towards 
them from the front lawn. Why the imposing howitzers are stationed 
on the school grounds at 2001 Radford Avenue is a story of modern 
vintage, but they do stand as a fitting symbol of the past "booming" 
events which made Radford what it is today. 

Private schools are no novelty to El Paso. In fact, the first schools 
ever built in the little city gracing the north bank of the Rio Grande 
had to be private as public funds were not available for the support 
of educational institutions. One of the earliest such schools was 
operated by Mrs. W. M. Davis who, according to the El Paso Herald 
for February 15, 1882, opened a "private school at her rooms in the 
Davis Building. There were twelve pupils." Among those mentioned 
in the news item were "Josie Magoffin, Charlie Newman, Chris 
Fewell, and Zeky Newman." (The Davis Building was then located 
on San Antonio Street between El Paso and Oregon Streets.) 1 Eight 
months later the Herald noted with pride that there were four private 
schools in the city. The teachers were "Mrs. McKay, Miss Bradford, 
Miss English and a young man who [was] teaching folks how to shoot 
east of the Southern Pacific tracks." 2 

Several years passed and then, on September 15, 1910, the present 
Radford School opened its doors to an enrollment of eighteen 3 under 
the name of the El Paso School for Girls. Both a boarding and a day 
school, it was described as "a very unique institution, the first of its 
kind in the Southwest." 4 The school was chartered under the laws 
of Texas as a non-profit organization and was owned and operated 
by stockholders who were the parents of the pupils.s Located in the 
western part of the city, the school was housed in two two-storied 
buildings at 1113 and 1115 Terrace Court with a small cottage in 
the rear, "the three buildings topping Sunset Heights and facing one 
of the most beautiful panoramic views of El Paso and the bordering 
mountains." The school boasted of an abundance of front porches, 
with additional screened porches for outdoor class work. There were 
four indoor classrooms and five recitation porches. The first house 
contained the living room and dining room, "furnished in home-like 
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style." Bedrooms, each furnished for two resident pupils, were located 
in the second story of each house. One of the houses was used for 
the music and art studios.6 There the El Paso School for Girls held 
sway until 1918 when it was moved to its present location on Govern
ment Hill. 

In starting the new institution, Miss Ora W. L. Slater (A.B., Well
esley) and Miss Olga E. Tafel (University of Cincinnati) were co
principals, with a staff of seven resident teachers and four instructors 
who lived in the city. Miss Slater was the sister of Captain H. D. Slater, 
publisher and president of the El Paso Herald. The Board of Directors 
of the new school, composed of some of the city's foremost business 
and professional men, included J. J. Ormsbee, President of the Board 
and superintendent of the El Paso Smelting Works; Horace B. Stev
ens, Vice-President of the Board and well-known real estate and 
insurance man; J. F. Williams, Treasurer, vice-president of the city 
National Bank; The Reverend Henry Easter, rector of St. Clement's 
Episcopal Church; Louis E. Behr, city assessor and collector; J. G. 
McNary, vice-president of the First National Bank; Richard F. Burges, 
prominent lawyer; Chas. A. Newman of the Newman Investment 
Company, A. Courchesne, manufacturer and financier; Dr. H. E. 
Stevenson, physician and surgeon; H. D. Slater, Secretary of the 
Board, editor and president of the El Paso Herald. EI Paso's leading 
matrons serving on the school's Advisory Board were Mrs. J. A. Rawl
ings, Mrs. A. S. Stewart, Mrs. J. F. Williams, Mrs. W.R. Brown, Mrs. 
W. A. Hawkins, Mrs. E. M. Bray and Mrs. Z. T. White.7 Mr. J. J. 
Ormsbee, the first President of the Board, later served as Postmaster 
of El Paso.s 

In their first Yearbook for 1910-11, Miss Ora Slater described the 
school as follows: "The school is founded by citizens of El Paso to 
provide for their own daughters, and for the girls of the region of 
which El Paso is the natural center, those special advantages of in
struction and training which a good private school offers. 

"Girls of 14 or over may be admitted to the boarding school; the 
day school will receive girls who are ready to enter either the upper 
school or either of the two years of preceding intermediate work." 

The course of study included English, History, Mathematics, 
Latin, Modern Language (German, Spanish, French), Science, Mu
sic, Art and Current Topics. In the civilized year of 1910, instructors 
no longer found it necessary to teach shooting in El Paso. 

Co-Principal Ora Slater further explained in her Yearbook: "The 
purpose of the school is two-fold. First, for the girls who wish to go 
to college, it provides thoroughly and carefully planned preparation 
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adapted to the requirements of the particular institution that may be 
chosen. And second, to the girl who does not wish to go to college, 
the school offers the well rounded course of general culture and prac
tice arts which is a necessary part of any education. 

"With all of its pupils the ultimate purpose of the School for Girls 
is a sound mind in a sound body. It aims to inspire in every girl high 
ideals, not only for scholarship, but of character. The school is non
denominational but expects each girl to attend the church of her 
choice."9 

Terms listed in the 1910 Yearbook showed $Joo as the charge for 
boarding students. This included tuition, board and plain laundry 
( 12 pieces weekly) for the school year. Yearly tuition for day pupils, 
intermediate or preparatory, and first and second year upper school, 
was $175. Single courses were $40. Lecture courses (for non-mem
bers) $10 to $20. Music instruction was $100 to $150. Day pupils 
were allowed the advantages of hot luncheon each school day for 
$6.oo per month, or $45 for the year. Bouillon or milk with crackers 
or bread at short recess $i.25 per month or $10.00 per year.10 

In 1918, "the year of the great peace,"u after the school was moved 
eastward from Sunset Heights to Government Hill, the new quarters 
were glowingly described in the school catalog as follows: "The 
spacious building, designed and erected for the school, in Govern
ment Hill, opposite the North Gate of Austin Terrace, into which 
the school moved in 1918, is notable for distinction and beauty. It 
is situated on a hillside, with a wide view to the south and west of 
the city, the Rio Grande Valley, Juarez, and the Franklin Mountains. 

"This school home is first of all, 'the house of the open book.' " Over 
the arched doorway at the main entrance the architect has set, in a 
traditional heraldic device, the symbol of the purpose and aim of the 
school, an open book against the cross of service. The school motto 
also expressed this idea: "Disco Ut Servem" - "I learn that I may 
serve." 12 

The El Paso Herald of January 27, 1918, summarized the new 
premises as a "singularly well planned home for a school of girls.'' 
The building, modified Spanish Renaissance in type, included a big 
two-storied playroom, cheerful living room, dining room and sun
shiny patio. According to the newspaper, there were "50 or more 
rooms besides furance and trunk rooms." 13 The first young ladies to 
graduate from the new location in May, 1918, were: Mary Bryan, 
Margaret Neff, Ruth Schwartz, Katherine Dick, Charlotte Ormsbee, 
Winifred Woods, Lydia Happer, Minda Larkin and Eleanor Dow 
Falconer.14 
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By 1921, "growing pains" were evidenced in a news item reported 
by the Herald announcing that the stockholders of El Paso School for 
Girls had voted to increase capital stock to $150,000 and increase the 
Board of Directors to fifteen members. The group also voted to com
bine the operating company with the building company, subject to 
action of the operating company stockholders, and to offer new stock 
to the public. Such action was taken in order to raise funds for ex
panding the school. 1 5 

Miss Slater continued as Co-Principal of the school until her re
tirement in 1925 16 at which time Miss Tafel was appointed sole 
Principal. Then, in May 1927, Miss Tafel resigned to take a trip 
abroad. 17 During her last year at the school, there were 120 pupils, 18 

reported to be the highest enrollment in the school's brief history 
of seventeen years. 

But things were about to change. It was at this time that a new 
"cannon roar" echoed through the halls, giving the school a new 
lease on life. The "artillery" in question came in the person of Dr. 
Lucinda deLeftwich Templin, outstanding educator, whose name 
has now become synonymous with the school. 

Dr. Templin took over as Principal of the El Paso School for Girls 
in September 1927, inheriting a staff of 17 teachers and a mortgage 
of $45,000. Miss Blanche M. Averill was Assistant Principal. Serving 
on the Board of Directors that year were: J. W. Kirkpatrick, President, 
president of Tri-State Motor Co.; Henry S. Beach, Vice-President, 
importer; C. M. Grider, Secretary -Treasurer, public accountant; 
Richard Burges, lawyer; J. Frank Coles, real estate; The Reverend 
Floyd Poe, First Presbyterian Church; H. T. Ponsford, contractor; 
Dr. R. L. Ramey, physician; Leon A. Rosenfield, merchant; and Sam 
Watkins of Watkins Motor Company.19 

With persistence, hard work, and academic know-how, Dr. Temp
lin transformed the school, re-named Radford School for Girls in 
1931; 20 into one of the best, fully-accredited boarding schools in the 
Southwest, with a national reputation as one of the leading prepara
tory schools in the nation. The three courses of study opened to 
students of the Upper School included (I) college preparation, 
( 2) general academic and ( 3) a general course with a major in 
music: sixteen credits required for graduation.21 Today, under the 
capable guidance of Dr. Templin, Radford School accommodates 
all twelve grades with a limited enrollment of 250 students, 28 faculty 
members, no indebtedness, and an ample endowment fund. 

Radford buildings are spacious and well-equipped. The old three-
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storey residence now contains recreation rooms, a drawing room, and 
student's bedrooms. Julia Brown Hall, brightly and warmly decorated 
in Spanish and Indian decor, was the gift of Mrs. Radford in 1937· 
It houses food and science laboratories, a spacious study hall and 
library, fine arts studios, music practice rooms, locker rooms and 
administrative offices. Nellie Brown Keller Hall, dedicated in Sep
tember 1956, includes a modern kitchen, well-appointed dining hall 
to seat 350, a spacious foyer, two large classrooms, a seven-bed 
infirmary and nine student bedrooms. Templin Hall, named for the 
Principal, was dedicated in April 1959· It holds six large classrooms 
and an auditorium with a seating capacity of 500, along with ade
quate dressing, costume and scenery rooms.22 

It was through Dr. Templin's efforts that her friends, Mr. and Mrs. 
G. A. Radford of Webster Groves, Missouri, took over the indebted 
school in the midst of the depression, making necessary improve
ments, paying the mortgage, and providing a fund which assured the 
school's continuous and future financial stability. As reported in the 
El Paso Times for May 18, 1931, the "El Paso stockholders have 
turned over their stock to Mr. and Mrs. Radford. Administration of 
the school will continue to be under the control of the El Paso Board 
of Directors, with Dr. Lucinda deLeftwich Templin acting as prin
cipal. 

"The school will be operated on a non-profit basis, and any surplus 
will be put back into the school for its development as an educational 
institution," Radford said. 

"Present enrollment is 87 ... the school will continue to be non
sectarian. 

"Hereafter the exclusive school will be known as the Radford School 
for Girls and the eager plans entertained by Mr. and Mrs. Radford 
contemplates placing the school on a basis where it will not only rank 
alongside of the boasted preparatory institutions of the country, but 
also where it can render the greatest possible service in the educa
tional world. 

"Members of the present board are W. S. Crombie, President; Brent 
N. Rickard, Vice-President; W. H. Peterson, Secretary- Treasurer; 
Z. T. White; G. E. Spinnler; J. W. Kirkpatrick; Leon A. Rosenfield; 
H. T. Ponsford; I. Weiss; Louis Zork; and J. Wylie Brown. 

"Our purpose is to teach womanhood," Radford said. "The founda
tion of this republic rests on womanhood." 2 3 

Mr. G. A. Radford, St. Louis philanthropist, businessman and bene
factor of the School, died on July 8, 1933· His wife, whom he married 
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in 1893, was the former Miss Julia A. Brown, daughter of Paul Brown, 
St. Louis financier and realty owner. Mr. Radford was a Methodist, 
his wife a Christian Scientist.2 4 Having no children of their own, 
the Radfords willed a number of valuable paintings, statuary and 
beautiful furnishings to the school, along with their endowment fund. 
As specified in their wills, Radford School for Girls, is now operated 
by a self-perpetuating Advisory Board of nine El Paso citizens. 

"The dream of my girlhood has come true," Mrs. Radford was once 
quoted as saying (El Paso Times, 1-24-41). "This dream was to do 
something for girls. I longed to be able to give them a vision by 
which to live - for people without vision die. This possibility has 
come to fruition through the Radford School for Girls and El Paso's 
cooperation." 2 s 

Although Mrs. Radford passed away in January i941 at the age 
of 71, her dream lives on through the dedicated efforts of Dr. Templin, 
who has managed to run the school on a completely cash basis, keep
ing it free of debt, while direcing some million dollars' worth of 
improvements, all this while instilling high ideals into the characters 
of Radford's students in accordance with her particular educational 
philosophy: 

"The great need today is for men and women of ability, of integrity 
and ideals. This imposes a direct obligation on our schools and col
leges. We cannot calmly wait for our world to become a better one; 
we must make it so. Education is more than book learning. It should 
not only prepare the student for college but should also provide a 
broad viewpoint and prepare youth for living. 

"It is futile to attempt to make education easy and pleasant for all. 
There is no easy way to become an educated and disciplined person. 
It requires work, stamina, courage and vision." 

Born in Nevada, Missouri, the youngest of 11 children, Dr. Templin 
received her A.B., B.S. and A.M. degree from the University of Mis
souri. She did post graduate work at Harvard and Columbia Uni
versities and served as Academic Dean of Lindenwood College from 
1916 to i924. After a year as research scholar, she received her Ph.D. 
in Sociology from the University of Missouri in i927 before coming 
to El Paso.26 

During the 195o's, Dr. Templin made a series of yearly trips around 
the country, briskly firing a few shots at large service club groups 
on the educational ideas that had paid off at Radford. Typical Tem
plinisms hurled at the St. Louis Rotarians were quoted as follows 
in Time Magazine of March 27, i950: 
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"Too many parents pass the buck. Fathers alibi too much 
take the path of least resistance ... are too indulgent ... lack integ
rity. They brag at home about business deals, even though those 
deals have a tint of shadiness to them. It shows up in the children 
who view ethical wrong as getting caught . . . ethical goodness as 
getting by. Parents let religious education slide. They teach about 
Caesar in the home, but not enough about Paul. 

"Character is the glue that holds society together. It has been 
allowed to dry out. We'll come unstuck right quick if we don't do 
something about it." 

Good manners are high on the priority list at Radford. "Today's 
geography and science may become useless tomorrow, but good 
manners are always an asset," says Dr. Templin." 

Because "the average woman thinks so long as she has checks, 
she has money," Dr. Templin insists that Radford girls learn how to 
handle money- and checkbooks -properly. Girls are required to 
keep their own checking accounts at the school bank from fifth grade 
on, and are marked for proficience in keeping track of where the 
money goes. "Any moron can spend money," observed Dr. Templin, 
"but it takes brains and ingenuity to get along without it." 

To revitalize their enthusiasm and ideas, Dr. Templin advises 
Radford teachers to travel instead of always taking graduate cours
es. "You can learn from anybody," she contends, "especially taxi 
drivers." "'7 

To stir students' imaginations, she has assembled a collector's 
museum, ranging from magnificent Napoleonic memorabilia, which 
she started collecting at the age of 13, to hundreds of autographed 
photographs of contemporary world figures and war mementos in
cluding a flag which flew over General MacArthur's headquarters 
in the Philippines. 

The war collection now adorns every bit of available wall space 
at Radford. Another reason why, as one Radford student put it, "We 
get an education just walking down the halls. Everywhere you look, 
there's a reminder of history or a beautiful piece of art. Education 
isn't all from books. Here, the very atmosphere makes you want to 
learn and to keep on learning. In fact, you feel like you are letting 
the school down if you don't go on to college." 

Future plans for Radford include a special library-museum to house 
both the Napoleonic and war collections. The German, American, 
Japanese and Italian artillery found on the school lawn were sent to 
Dr. Templin in 1945 from General John L. Homer in response to her 
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request for World War II museum pieces. A minor "explosion" re
sulted when Dr. Templin received a freight bill for $575 for the 55 
millimeter cannon shipped from Baltimore. 

"You can't very well return a cannon," explained Dr. Templin, 
"so we just paid the bill. We keep the guns out front to help teach 
our girls - tomorrow's wives and mothers -what war really means. 
After all, that's a vital part of education, too." 
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TWO HISTORIC GOOD-WILL TRIPS 

by MABEL c. WELCH 

EARLY ONE MORNING in the fall of 1943, twelve official representa
tives of the Women's Division of the El Paso Chamber of Commerce 
boarded a bus and began an historic journey to Chihuahua City. The 
trip was the first of its kind ever made. At the time I was Chairman
Director of the Women's Division and, on August 20, i943, I had 
been invited to a meeting of the Chamber's board of directors and 
asked what I thought of taking a group of women to Chihuahua on 
a good-will tour at the Chamber's expense. The purpose of the trip 
was three-fold: first, the Women's Division was involved in an archi
tectual program to encourage the use of Spanish design in homes 
and commercial buildings and we wanted to study the use of this 
style in Chihuahua City. 1 Second, Chihuahua was then noted as it is 
now as an outstandingly clean and well-kept city, and since we were 
launching a "paint-up, clean-up, brighten-up campaign," for El Paso 
we thought our activity could benefit by learning about the laws and 
regulations of Chihuahua's municipal government.2 And third, the 
Chamber was intensely interested in seeing that the paving was 
completed on the highway from Juarez to Chihuahua in order to 
increase tourist business, and felt that such a trip would dramatize 
to the Mexican authorities the benefits to be derived.3 

I agreed whole-heartedly to such a challenge and the Chamber, 
under the direction of Mr. Chris P. Fox, Executive Vice-President 
and General Manager, made all arrangements. We left on Tuesday 
morning, September 7. The women making the trip were officers of 
the Women's Division and representatives of various committees. 
They were: Mrs. A. B. Poe and Miss Norma Egg, international rela
tions co-chairmen; Mrs. Jesson L. Stowe, secretary; Mrs. R.H. Oliver 
and Mrs. Otis C. Coles architectual co-chairmen; Mrs. E. H. Will and 
Mrs. Chris Fox, Good Neighbor Committee; and Mmes. Clifton Rice, 
A. F. Beard, Clarence Harper and Chairman Roy Carey, beautifica
tion.4 The group was accompanied by Mrs. Robert Beck and Miss 
Mary Beth Clark, reporters for the El Paso Herald-Post and The El 
Paso Times, respectively.s 

Previously, in i934, the Women's Division had inaugurated an 
architectual program in El Paso to sponsor the use of Spanish design 
in homes and commercial buildings. We believed strongly that a city 
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with our historical background and geographic location should have 
an architectural flavor appropriate to, and typical of, our surrounding 
culture. Thus we welcomed this opportunity to see what had been 
done in Chihuahua in the way of architecture, in the upkeep of homes, 
in the cleanliness of the streets, in the beauty of the parks. We wanted 
to see how the people of Chihuahua worked together to make a 
friendly and attractive community - how they took advantage of 
the city's natural features. It was our hope that the group would be 
stimulated by the visit and bring back ideas on how to improve many 
things in El Paso. We were also interested in giving Chihuahua res
idents any ideas and suggestions they wished. 

We arrived in Chihuahua late that afternoon and were met on the 
outskirts of the city by Benjamin Nordwald, secretary of the tourist 
committee, officer of the Foreign Club, and brother of Otto Nord
wald of El Paso; British Consul Philip Baber; Gilberto Tapia, city 
editor of El Heraldo; Leon Barri, head of the city's Public Library; 
and Professor J. Concepcion Fuentes. This group extended to us the 
official welcome of the city.6 At the same time the people of Chihua
hua spared no effort to make our visit one which still rings in the 
memories of those of us still living who made the trip. It was true 
Mexican hospitality at its best. 

Our itinerary was planned for us by the American consul in Chi
huahua, George Platt Waller. Mr. Waller was unable to be with us 
on much of the tour because he was busy entertaining Coke Steven
son, then governor of Texas, who also was on a good-will trip to 
Chihuahua.7 

Mrs. Elvira Vasquez de Chavez, wife of Governor Alfredo Chavez, 
headed a receiving line at the Hotel Victoria where we made our 
headquarters. From there we went to the Governor's Mansion for 
an elaborate luncheon. An orchestra played in the beautiful patio, 
where we enjoyed feeding the four pet deer. In the dining room a 
wonderful meal was served to a serenade of Spanish music. 

Next day we met the mayor of Chihuahua, Senor Gomez Chavez, 
and visited the city hall, cathedral, and other public buildings. The 
governor's wife personally conducted us on a tour of the city and 
took special delight in showing us the penitentiary, her husband's pet 
project. Governor Chavez believed that men condemned to prison 
should be rehabilitated rather than just confined, so inmates were 
taught various skills, such as woodworking, shoemaking, the making 
of woolen rugs and furniture and such other crafts as would enable 
them to earn honest livings upon being discharged.8 

We also visited the public library which was housed in a new build-



Two Historic Good-Will Trips 107 

ing of contemporary design. Although containing only some 8,ooo 
volumes at that time, it was a credit to the city. Librarian Barri was 
especially proud of the fine collection of priceless books printed four 
and five centuries ago on parchment.9 

The following day we entertained our hosts with a luncheon at 
the Victoria, at which Senora Chavez was the guest of honor. That 
afternoon we were taken on a tour of private homes. We visited the 
residence of Paul Williams, Rafael Vallina, D. Juan Morales, Eloy 
Vallina, D. Luis Terrazas, Juan Terrazas, the fifty-year-old farm
house of Chavez Mestra, and the half-million-dollar palace of Tomas 
Valles.10 Wednesday evening we attended a party being given for 
Governor Stevenson, who was the guest of Alberto de la Pena, acting 
governor of Chihuahua in the absence of Governor Chavez. We also 
attended a tequila party given in our honor by Senora Luz Corral de 
Villa, widow of the famous Francisco (Pancho) Villa, and were es
corted on a shopping trip by Professor Fuentes.11 

We were lavishly entertained during our visit by many persons, 
including Senora L. V. de M. Cielos, sister of Senora Chavez; Se
nora Regina Wisbrun de Chavez, a relative of the El Paso and Juarez 
Wisbruns; Mrs. Winifred Gibbe, wife of a Chihuahua rancher; Mrs. 
Julia Picard, whose husband formerly had been a business partner 
of the late A. Schwartz; Peter Delgado, manager of the Hotel Vic
toria; Phyllis Heimpel, society editor of El Heraldo; Carmen Mestra, 
educator and musician; Mrs. W. M. Pole; and Louis Laguette, rancher 
and lawyer.12 

We discovered that imagination, originality and hard work on the 
part of the Chihuahuans accounted for the distinctive public build
ings, individualistic residences, the well-kept parks and streets. The 
thing that impressed us most was the variety of architecture and 
landscaping employed. Sameness of style, which makes for a dull, 
monotonous appearance, was completely avoided as the Mexicans 
borrowed the best of French, Moroccan, Egyptian, Spanish and Eng
lish architecture. Many buildings of contemporary design also were 
scattered throughout the city. The older homes were in true Mexican 
design, but the newer ones followed any of half a dozen styles. The 
design and decor of each home revolved around the occupant, rather 
than around a set of architect's rules. Spaciousness, "homeyness," 
and warm color schemes were the key features. The homes abounded 
in drawing rooms, balconies and terraces. 

Landscaping added much to the beauty of homes and public build
ings. Formal gardens, tropical plants, luxuriant trees, shaded arbors, 
restful patios - all were evidence of an adequate irrigation system 
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which kept the foliage a vivid green. Irrigation was necessary, as the 
average rainfall of Chihuahua is about the same as that of El Paso. 

We found out how Chihuahua kept its streets so clean. Each res
ident was required by law to sweep the sidewalk and his half of the 
street before 9 a.m. each day. Police checked the streets, and if the 
sweeping had not been done the guilty resident was fined two pesos. 
The city swept the intersections and placed trash barrels at each 
corner. 13 It was an excellent system but for obvious reasons we did 
not include it on our list of recommendations to the city of El Paso. 

I felt that the trip was one of the best "good neighbor" projects 
ever attempted by the Women's Division of the Chamber of Com
merce. While our group enjoyed studying architecture and seeing 
the city, the friendship created between the El Paso and Chihuahua 
women was, I believe, the biggest accomplishment, and gave great 
impetus to the "good neighbor" policy in both cities. The city of 
Chihuahua was a challenge to us to develop a more individual and 
colorful city in El Paso. 

Sparkling with new ideas and visions for great civic improvement 
for El Paso, we returned home on Thursday, September 9, 1943· 

VISIT RETURNED 

After our arrival in El Paso, the Women's Division decided to re
turn the hospitality shown us by the people of Chihuahua and there
fore arranged to entertain a group of women from there during the 
week of November 12-19. I telephoned Senora Chavez and extended 
the invitation. 

The Chihuahua women arrived on Thursday, November 12. They 
included Senoras Chavez, Lola Chavez de la Pena, Elvira Chavez 
Delgado, Arcelia Martinez del Lomelia, Adelaide Waller de Martinez, 
Elisa Hermosillo de Morales, E.G. Uranga, Ana Rosendin de Chavez, 
Senorita Emma de Chavez, and Mrs. Bibbe. It was the first time such 
a delegation had visited El Paso. 

A series of entertainments had been planned for the visitors. •4 First 
was a luncheon given by the Architectural Committee of the Women's 
Division in the Spanish Room of the Hotel Paso del Norte at 1 p.m. 

On Friday the visitors were the special guests of the El Paso branch 
of the American Association of University Women at the Interna
tional Day luncheon in Hotel Cortez. That afternoon they were 
entertained by Dr. Dossie M. Wiggins, president of Texas Western 
College, (then Texas College of Mines) and Mrs. Wiggins. 

On Saturday the group was honored at a luncheon given by the 
Popular Dry Goods Company, and a tea at Loretto Academy. The 
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following day, Sunday, the visitors attended church in the morning 
and in the afternoon were guests at a tea given by Mrs. W. L. Brown. 

On the morning of Monday, November i6, the delegation toured 
a number of El Paso homes, including those of Miss Grace Peak, 
Otis Coles, Frank Schuster, A. B. Poe and Roy Hoard, co-inciden
tally all of which I designed or built. 

At noon the El Paso Herald-Post was host at a luncheon in the 
Green Room of Hotel Hilton. Mrs. E. M. Pooley, wife of the paper's 
editor, was hostess, together with Mmes. Sanford Marlowe, Lela Cole 
Kitson and Robert Beck of the editorial staff. Other guests included 
Mrs. J. E. Anderson, wife of El Paso's mayor; Senora Antonio Ber
mudez, wife of the Juarez mayor; Senora Raul Michel, wife of the 
Mexican consul general in El Paso; Mrs. William P. Blocker, wife of 
the United States consul general in Juarez; Senora Rafael Fernandez 
MacGregor, wife of the Mexican boundary commissioner; Mrs. L. M. 
Lawson, wife of the American boundary commissioner; and Senoras 
Lorenzo Hernandez and H. G. de Partearroyo, and Mmes. Adrian 
Pool, Margaret Schuster Meyer, K. D. Lynch, Frank Wells Brown, 
Will, Oliver, and Fox.is That afternoon Radford School for Girls 
entertained the delegation at tea. 

The following day the group toured William Beaumont General 
Hospital. After the tour the women were entertained at a morning 
coffee in the home of Colonel and Mrs. George Edwards. At noon 
the Woman's Division of the Chamber entertained with a luncheon 
at El Ranchotel (now The Westerner), at which the program emph
asized international relations and was built on the theme, "Through 
Victory, Unity" (World War II was in progress). At three o'clock 
the group attended a meeting of the Pan American Round Table in 
the home of Mrs. A. A. Brown, where Consul General William Blocker 
spoke on the Good Neighbor Policy, this was followed by a tea for 
the visitors. 

On Wednesday Mrs. Innis Palmer Swift, wife of the commanding 
general at Fort Bliss, feted the visitors at a luncheon held in the Fort 
Bliss Officers Club. In the afternoon they attended a tea given by 
the military wives at the old Downtown Officers Club. 

On the morning of the final day of their visit, the Mexican women 
attended a general meeting of the Women's Division of the Chamber 
of Commerce and at noon the White House Department Store enter
tained with a luncheon. 

There were a number of other activities, and the delegation visited 
several other points of interest while in El Paso. 

The b·ip was termed "the first definite step forward in Pan Amer-
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ican relationship and post-war planning" by Mrs. Lynch. "No greater 
compliment has ever been paid El Paso than the visit by the Chi
huahua ladies. They have brought a beautiful gift of friendship which 
will be tended and cared for so it may grow in strength and beauty."16 

Senora Chavez said: "The exchange of visits between Mexican and 
El Paso women is evidence of the good neighborliness existing on 
the border. We were happy to have the El Pasoans as our guests; we 
are pleased at their gracious invitation to us. We shall never forget 
the wonderful hospitality and real friendliness extended us on our 
visit. The elegance of the courtesies and the spirit in which they were 
given makes it hard for us to find words to express our appreciation -
and hard for us to say farewell." 1 1 
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The First Cigar Factory in El Paso 

by LEONARD A. GOODMAN III 

[EmToR's NoTE: This is the winning article in the annual essay contest 
for seventh graders. For more information see HISTORICAL NoTEs.] 

IN 1875 MY GREAT-GRANDFATHER Ernst Kohlberg came to El Paso 
from his home in Beverungen, Westphalia, Germany. It was a long, 
hard journey by train from New York to Las Animas, Colorado, which 
was then the boundary of the Santa Fe Railway. He then came by 
stagecoach to El Paso. Ernst came to America with Solomon Schutz 
and in El Paso began working in the Schutz Brothers General Mer
chandise Store. Serving also as deputy post master, he was later 
transferred to the branch store in Juarez. 

Ernst opened his first cigar store in 1881 in an adobe building on 
what later was the site of the Sheldon Hotel. The building had a 
frontage of thirty-five feet and a depth of one hundred and twenty 
feet, it was three stories high and had a seating capacity of two 
hundred and fifty cigar makers. The cigar makers who are mainly 
Spaniards or Mexicans, employed a reader who read to them three 
hours daily all the current news as well as books in the Spanish 
language. 

The manufacturing of cigars, in addition to wholesale and retail 
sales, began in 1886. This was the first manufacturing concern of its 
type in El Paso. Kohlberg named it the International Cigar Factory 
and its specialty was La Internacional cigar. He moved in 1887 to a 
new store where the El Paso del Norte is at the present time. 

The basement was used for the preparing of leaf tobacco and 
storage; the first :Boor was used for offices and shipping; the second 
:Boor for cigar making and stripping, and the third :Boor contained 
the packing, banding and the drying departments. 

In 1885 larger quarters were taken on El Paso Street. The sales of 
La Internacional cigars increased to all parts of the state. Ernst was 
assassinated on June lJ, 1910 and the last owners were his son Walter 
L. Kohlberg and S. Aaronstein. They managed the business until 1924 
when the building was vacant several years until purchased by the 
W.R. Weaver Company for the manufacture of telescopic gun sights. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

PANCHO VILLA AT COLUMBUS: The Raid of 1916 

by H aldeen Braddy 

(El Paso: Southwestern Studies, No. g, ig65, Texas Western College Press. $i.) 

Guerilla chieftain Pancho Villa personally led the historic 1916 raid into 
Columbus, New Mexico, but stayed in a gulch behind an embankment 
while his men did the actual fighting and dying. The authority for this 
statement is Dr. Haldeen Braddy, profesor of English at Texas Western 
College and author of a monograph titled "Pancho Villa at Columbus," 
in the spring issue of "Southwestern Studies." Dr. Braddy, who has done 
research on Villa for 30 years, contradicts many of the statements pre
viously written about him. Some have said Villa was not in Columbus. 
But the personal account of Gen. John J. Pershing, plus valuable new data 
in the form of testimony from both Mexican and American survivors, 
throws new light on what happened at Columbus, Dr. Braddy says. The 
Pershing papers lately have been made available for public examination. 

Dr. Braddy relates that the 485 Villistas crossed the border into U. S. 
territory before daylight on March g, 1916, two and a half miles west of 
the Border Gate, and dismounted 2,000 yards west of Columbus Knoll. 
There Villa addressed his officers, designating them to form certain lines 
for the attack on the town itself. 

Dr. Braddy cites the Pershing papers as quoting Villa directly: "Pedrosa, 
you stay here with the horses and one half of my escort in reserve. I will 
remain available with the reserve." Writes Dr. Braddy: "The reserve area 
was a shallow gulch in Columbus behind an embankment. Adhering to 
his plan, Villa had stayed here to guard the horses." Dr. Braddy adds: 
"There can now be no valid questioning of Villa's presence in Columbus 
on that fateful Thursday morning. This official battle plan, as reproduced 
in the Pershing papers, helps to settle one controversial point." He writes 
also that several persons saw Villa in Columbus, including one of the 
raiders, Jose Covarrubias, who now lives in Juarez; Mrs. Maude Hawk 
Wright, who had been held by Villa as prisoner since March 1, and Jesus 
Paiz, a 12-year-old boy captured after the battle. 

As for Pancho's reasons for making a murderous raid on an American 
community, Dr. Braddy says the guerilla leader had a list of grievances 
against the U. S., including the U. S. policy of favoring Carranza and 
denying munitions to Villa. As early as 1909, the author says, Villa was a 
bandit preying on American mining men. His atrocities included murder, 
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kidnaping for ransom, and the infamous Santa Isabel massacre of 15 U. S. 
mining men. But according to Dr. Braddy, Villa's main objective in the 
Columbus raid was booty. A desperate need for money, arms, and horses 
was the "driving passion" of the Villista raiders, rather than a thirst for 
revenge or a desire to ''kill gringos." 

Over the years numerous writers have criticized the small American 
Army garrison at Columbus for asserted ineptness, drunkeness, and cow
ardice. Although caught by surprise, the American soldiers put up effective 
resistance. "The bravery of both officers and soldiers blunted the forces 
of Villa's attack," he writes. He pays tribute to numerous acts of heroism 
by U. S. soldiers and civilians. The raid cost the Americans 18 lives - 10 
civilians (including one woman) and eight soldiers. Villista casualties 
numbered go killed, 23 wounded, and a few taken prisoner. 

Dr. Braddy dismisses wild rumors that have been circulating ever since 
the Columbus raid: that it was inspired by the German government, that 
the Mexican government itself was responsible, that the U. S. Government 
itself had secretly arranged for the raid in order to whip up war sentiment 
and to use Mexican soil for tactical maneuvers. "Actually, neither the 
American nor the Mexican government can be proved responsible for the 
Columbus raid by either furnishing funds or by divulging military data 
to Villa," he writes. 

Southwestern Studies is published by the Texas Western College Press, 
directed by Carl Hertzog. Dr. Samuel D. Myres is editor and board chair
man. The Braddy article is illustrated by Jose Cisneros. 

El Paso, Texas - MARSHALL HAIL 

A COLONY ON THE MOVE -

Gaspar Castano de Sosa's Journal: 1590-1591 

Tr. by Dan S. Matson. Ed. and an. by Albert H. Schroeder 

(Santa Fe, New Mexico: The School of American Research, 1965.) 

In 1590-91 Gaspar Castano de Sosa, the lieutenant governor and captain 
general of Nuevo Le6n in New Spain, led an expedition northward for 
the purpose of founding a colony in the present New Mexico. The 170 
men, women and children who composed the expedition were the sole 
residents of the village of Almadin. Thus their march is rightly described 
as A Colony on the Move. 

The expedition, much like Gaspar Castano de Sosa himself who is often 
referred to as an "American Don Quixote," was unique in several ways: 
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it was undertaken without the sanction of the viceroy and was, therefore, 
illegal; it was undertaken with a complete lack of planning and this led 
to a "semi-comedy of errors"; and it was given the dubious honor of having 
been the first to be involved in hostilities with the Apaches, a state of affairs 
that was to continue for three hundred years. 

Castano tried to reach New Mexico by way of the Pecos River, an area 
characterized by precipitous canyons that horses could not enter, a terrain 
too rough for carts (this was the first expedition to use the two-wheel 
cart), and by a general lack of water. All of these factors contributed to 
Castano' s failure. But the record of the expedition is important as it serves 
to fill the gap between Antonio de Espejo's exploration of i582-83 and the 
founding of the first permanent colony in i598. 

Law 10 of the royal "Laws of Settlement" provided that "a journal of 
the expedition's day by day travel will be furnished to the governor who 
dispatched the expedition." The journalist of this expedition is not known 
but may have been the expedition secretary, Andres Perez. Be that as it 
may, it is this journal that is translated by Dr. Matson. Mr. Schroeder 
edited the text "to eliminate long, unwieldy sentences, redundant state
ments and complicated phraseology." He also added annotations detailing 
the expedition's route of travel, identifying the Indians and Pueblos 
visited, and providing pertinent information on many points of historical 
and archaeological interest. Each did an excellent job. In addition the 
fifteen photographs and the fifteen maps prepared by Mr. Schroeder and 
drawn by Clyde Arquero of Cochiti Pueblo add immeasurably to the value 
of the book. 

It should go without saying that no Southwest Collection is complete 
without this artistically printed and beautifully bound volume. 

Texas Western College - EUGENE 0. PORTER 

THE SOUTHWEST OF JOHN H. SLAUGHTER 

by Allen H. Erwin 

(Glendale, California: The Arthur H. Clark Company, i965. $11.00.) 

For collectors of Southwestiana this book is desirable; for cattle collec
tors, a must; and, for sheriff-outlaw buffs, a different slant on the oft-told 
tales of the Earps and other Tombstoners. There is a lot about Geronimo, 
too. 

John Horton Slaughter and his family were among the pioneers in the 
development of the cattle industry in South and West Texas, and were a 
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part of the advance with their herds up the Pecos into the virgin territory 
of New Mexico. John Slaughter went on to settle at the historic San Bernar
dino Ranch on the Mexican border at Arizona's southeast corner. His 
earlier years had given him experience as a Civil War soldier, Texas 
Ranger, Indian campaign army scout, and trail driver. 

Later he served a term in the Arizona Legislature, and was a developer 
of the town of Douglas, Arizona. As Sheriff of Cochise County, Slaughter 
gained wide attention as one of the frontier West's most noted, fearless 
and efficient law officers, in his suppression of rustling, Apache depreda
tions, highwaymen, and the exhuberant lawlessness of the mining and 
cattle towns. 

All the Slaughters were cattle people, and there were so many uncles, 
cousins and brothers of John that the reader has trouble knowing which . 
one the author is talking about, especially when he switches to first names, 
nicknames, and from Texas to Arizona and back again. Flashbacks are also 
confusing when episodes jump from i875 to i897 to i870. In one paragraph 
he is "Old John" but soon he is "Don Juan" and then "El Petron." This last 
brings up another criticism. 

El Pasoans would think Petron was a typographical error (there are 
many in the book) but when our familiar Patron becomes Petron several 
times, we question the author's ear for Spanish. Again we raise our eye
brows when he describes Tularosa with a 9,000-foot altitude! There are 
other inaccuracies but, to give due credit, Mr. Erwin has compiled a great 
amount of excellent material about cattle-ranch operations of the early 
days in South Texas, drives to Arizona and Kansas, and ranch life on the 
frontier in the So's. His descriptions and anecdotes of various hands, slaves, 
foremen, and just plain cowboys, give a good picture of what kind of 
people developed the West. Some helped and some obstructed, but all 
were interesting. 

John H. Slaughter, as the author says, was not all good or all bad, but 
sort of gray like most of us. Like his famous cousin, C. C. Slaughter who 
was once the biggest taxpayer in Texas, he profited from using land in the 
public domain, was ruthless and arrogant, but he was a doer and builder. 

This is an informative book, but you'll have to concentrate in order to 
keep time, people and places from getting confused. 

Texas Western College - CARL HERTZOG 



HISTORICAL NOTES 

The El Paso County Historical Society hold annually a history-writing 
contest for seventh graders in the El Paso school system. The prizes are 
$75 for first place, $so for second and $25 for third. In the fourth annual 
contest held this year the winners, the subjects of their papers, and their 
schools were as follows: 

ist: Leonard A. Goodman m, "El Paso's First Cigar Factory"-Western Hills. 

2nd: Shaun J. McClelland, "Col. Tommy Tompkins-Colorful Army Character"
Ft. Bliss. 

3rd: Jo-Bette Akers, "My Adventuresome Great-Grandfather"-Fannin. 

It is the policy of P AsswoRD to publish one of the winning articles, 
usually the first-place paper. 

El Paso's "Running Team" 

This picture was taken from the collection loaned to the Society by 
Colonel Walter Stevenson (ret.). No dates or names are given but the 
picture was very likely taken around the turn of the century because 
similar teams competed at the St. Louis World's Fair in 1904. Can any of 
our members furnish names for the men pictured here? 
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~ CONTRIBUTORS to this ISSUE ~ 

PHYLLIS A. MAINZ (Mrs. Frank A.) came to El 
Paso in i950 when her husband was transferred 
to Fort Bliss. Born in Eureka, Utah, she spent 
much of her childhood in Colorado goldmining 
camps and was graduated valedictorian of her 
high school class at Fairplay, Colorado. She won 
a scholarship to Denver University and also at
tended Pepperdine College in Los Angeles. 

Mrs. Mainz entered upon a career in advertis
ing in i952 when she joined the Mithoff agency. 
She later spent four years with the White and 
Shuford agency before becoming advertising 
manager for Price's Meadow Gold Creameries. 

She presently represents thirty-three weekly newspapers in New Mexico. 
She has served as president of the El Paso Ad Club, and was book editor 
of PASSWORD for several years. 

MABEL C. WELCH is El Paso's first registered woman architect. She is also 
El Paso's first woman builder. As such she has built more than i,500 homes 
and commercial buildings since i927 when, upon the death of her husband, 
she took over his construction business. 

Mrs. Welch has contributed much to the community as board member 
of the Southwestern Sun Carnival Association; member of the Architec
tural Committee of the El Paso Chamber of Commerce; chairman of the 
FHA "Inspiration Home" remodeling project; organizer of the Women's 
Department of the Juarez Chamber of Commerce. 

LEONARD A. GOODMAN m lives with his parents 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard A. Goodman, Jr., at 6120 
Pinehurst Road. His school activities included the 
presidency of his class at Western Hills, member
ship in the school choir and a player on his school's 
football, basketball and track teams. His hobbies 
also include golf, baseball and swimming. 

MARSHALL HAIL, a native of Kentucky, has lived in El Paso since i930 
when he joined the editorial staff of the El Paso Herald. A frequent con
tributor of articles and book reviews to PASSWORD, he is also the author 
of Knight in the Sun, the story of Harper B. Lee, a native of El Paso County, 
who won distinction as a matador in Mexico. 
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