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GENERAL SCOTT ON PANCHO VILLA 
by HALDEEN BRADDY 

AN UNSIGNED MEMORANDUM in the Hugh L. Scott Papers (Box 23, 
Folder 1) in the Division of Manuscripts of the Library of Congress, 
Washington, D. C., contains for its substance a brief life of Pancho 
Villa (1879-1923). The American vignette is remarkable for its tribute 
to the Mexican rebel's military genius. General Scott, author of Some 
Memories of a Soldier (New York, 1928) , had once been stationed at 
Fort Bliss; he knew Villa well and admired him. 

Since the item bears the date of May 16, 1914, and mentions the 
city of El Paso, I first thought its author might be General John J. 
Pershing, once the renowned commander at Fort Bliss, but I was not 
sure of my identification. I then appealed to General Wallace H. Bruck
er, of the library staff of The University of Texas at El Paso. General 
Brucker shortly proved to my satisfaction that the letter printed below, 
which is so self-explanatory as to require neither footnoting nor 
documentation, was written by Hugh L. Scott and addressed to Major 
General William W. Wotherspoon, then Chief of Staff. This weighty 
letter is now published for the first time, with the permission of the 
Library of Congress, as a new datum on the high opinion the redoubt
able Scott had for the legend man of Mexico. My sincere gratitude for 
the help I received is herewith extended to both General Brucker, al
ready mentioned, and the Post librarian, Miss Helen Raterman, Hin
man Hall, Fort Bliss.-H. B. 

General Francisco Villa of the Constitutionalist Army is said to have 
been born in the State of Durango and is about thirty-five years old, of 
mixed Spanish and Indian blood. It is accepted about El Paso that a 
Federal officer seduced his sister about fifteen years ago, that he found 
it out and killed the officer and thereupon became a fugitive sought for 
by the Rurales and to prey on the country for his subsistence and was 
more or less of a bandit up to the time of the Madero revolution in 
which he took part and was with the Madero forces at the first taking 
of Juarez. He was faithful to Madero so long as he lived, but refused 
to support Huerta who put him in prison in the City of Mexico. He was 
released through efforts of Raoul Madero and came to El Paso. He left 
El Paso February, 1913, with about nine followers and headed a revo
lution in Chihuahua against Huerta-partly on account of the murder 
of Madero and partly because the plan of San Luis Potosi was not being 
carried out. He spent a large part of last spring and summer near Casas 
Grandes and Ascencion, Chihuahua, gathering strength and ammuni
tion, constantly threatening the Federal garrison at Juarez, always 
treating Americans with kindness. Several Americans stated that when 
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4 Haldeen Braddy 

they were taking their families out of Mexico by way of Ascencion and 
Palomas that Villa moved Mexican officers out of quarters for their 
benefit, exchanged their teams for better horses and offered them money 
for their necessities. A railroad man under whom Villa worked at 
Pearson stated apropos of his failure to attack Juarez that if Villa had 
said he would attack Juarez, he would surely do it, for his experience 
with him had proven him to be a man of his word. The result has 
proved this true, for he took Juarez in November, 1913. 

Villa is an unlettered and unmoral Mexican. He executed many 
Federal prisoners at Casas Grandes and other places, but he promised 
afterwards to save his prisoners, except Colorados, and to take care of 
the Federal wounded according to the laws of war, and has done this 
at Torreon. Previous to this promise it is not known that he had ever 
heard of such laws and the result shows that he is susceptible of advice 
and improvement when this advice is received from those he respects. 

He has made two bad mistakes; viz., permitting Fierro to murder the 
Englishman Benton, covering it up by lies; second, deporting the Spani
ards from Chihuahua and Torreon and taking their property, for which 
he should be held to strict account before the United States gives him 
recognition or other favor. 

Villa has proved himself a strong leader of men. He has great influ
ence over his army, which he has supplied better than the Federal army 
with food, clothing and hospital facilities, and they believe in his ability 
to gain victories. While he was at Chihuahua, his generals Ortega and 
Benavides fought the Federal troops at Ojinaga for seven days without 
result. He was much put out at their want of success, hurried to Ojinaga 
and drove the Federals across the Rio Grande and took the place with
in three hours after taking personal command. His name alone strikes 
terror into the Federal ranks. 

The taking of Juarez by Villa was a beautiful piece of strategy, and 
at Torreon or rather Gomez Palacio he put his troops up against the 
Federals seven times, being driven off with slaughter six times. Every 
time he has taken a city (except at Casas Grandes) he has closed the 
saloons and organized a government at once, and although he has con
fiscated money and property of Spaniards and Mexicans, he has pre
vented his people from promiscuous looting; and he made a civil 
government for the Province of Chihuahua. Altogether he is the strong
est character yet developed in Mexico in the present revolution, and 
may yet develop into a ruler, although he is said to have no ambition 
to be President of Mexico, on account of his conviction of lack of suffi
cient education. 

[Hugh L. Scott] 
Brigadier-General, [U.S. Army.] 
[Assistant Chief of Staff] 



FLOWERED HAT AND WHITE GLOVES 
by GLADYS STRICKLAND HAWKINS 

As A YOUNG GIRL on a ranch in West Texas-Crockett County, to be 
exact-I very much wanted to take music lessons and play the piano. 
The fact that our family had no piano did not deter me one bit. So I 
spoke to papa about my desire to be a musician and when he inquired 
as to why I particularly wanted to play the piano I had no reason 
except that I thought it would be fun to play for the boys and girls so 
they could dance. Papa was quicker than I and explained that if I 
learned to play I would never get to dance, that I would be kept busy 
playing for others. The truth of the matter was that papa couldn't 
afford piano lessons. He consoled me, however, with the suggestion 
that I engage in higher and nobler things. He was sure, he said, that I 
would make a good organizer and leader. Little did he know how seri
ously I would take his advice and early in life I tried my hand at organ
izing and leading. Organizing picnics and Sunday School parties came 
easy; in fact, easier than fixing the lunches. But the droughths came 
and cattle and sheep died and in simple cowboy language "we pulled 
stakes" and came farther west to El Paso where we changed from sheep 
and cattle to ice and coal to make a living. Life wasn't too easy, but 
school was fun and all of us where together. Also, as early as the sixth 
grade I discovered that I could organize a club and soon be its president. 
Things went along like this through high school and the University. 
If I didn't make club president I settled for chairmanship of the com
mittee. 

Then came World War I. I'm convinced that we would never have 
come out on top had it not been that I organized Red Cross dressing 
units, volunteer nursing corps, and soup kitchens. With the war over 
and a family being established I had less time to organize. I did, how
ever, get to be president of my Sunday School class. The babies went 
along and on one bright Sunday morning I'm sure that the 9 months 
old one-in his buggy-smiled and approved of me as I presided. Of 
course, the children were getting larger and some were in school, and 
thus I received a notice that a Parent-Teacher Association was being 
organized and I was asked to join. Now dear readers, that's when you 
really learn! If you don't get to be P.T.A. president at least you can be 
chairman of the Halloween Carnival. And what fun shopping for buns 
and weiners by the wholesale. 

But the children grew up and I was graduated from the school cafe
terias and senior proms. I was now ready for a flowered hat and white 
gloves. Being chairman of several committees and "going through the 
chairs," so to speak, I found myself being nominated for president of 
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6 Gladys Strickland Hawkins 

the largest woman's club in the city. But I was prepared! I had my 
picture already made and my acceptance speech already written for the 
newspaper. Then came the day of the election. No one was nominated 
from the floor and there I was, off on a grand tour of presidencies. 
Before my term of office was completed I learned that the Woman's 
Department of the Chamber of Commerce was growing in numbers 
and importance and I became a member. I dreamed of being president 
of a combination Chamber of Commerce for men and women but, bar
ing that, I would be satisfied to settle for the next best. And this I did. 
I became president of the Woman's Department. I felt, however, that 
the men were missing a good bet by not joining the women but they 
never saw it that way. 

With the children either married, away at war or in college, I took 
on a war job-this a paying one. When we-with my help--were 
about to win the war, I was appointed chairman of the drive for the 
sale of U. S. Savings Bonds. It didn't seem too hard to convince people 
that part of their war earnings should go into War Savings and our 
division went "over the top." Then there was the plea to save our fats 
and grease. At first I considered this a step downward, from Savings 
Bonds to Saving Grease. But it was a job and I joined the drive. A news
paper article with my picture noted that I had saved "tons of grease." 
What an accomplishment! 

But the war was over and my Bill and John came marching and 
sailing home. Young men heard of the G.I. Bill and began flocking back 
to college. It was only natural that the Women's Auxiliary to the 
College should be in the act. Those students needed the Auxiliary and 
I was convinced that the Auxiliary needed me as president. This was 
rather a nice way to be young at heart-giving style shows, luncheons, 
etc. , to raise funds for scholarships. Then came the Hospital Auxiliary. 
Two other hospitals in town had auxiliaries with a large membership 
of volunteers all dashing in and out in their cherry pink uniforms and 
doing their good deeds. Too, those auxiliaries had presidents and were 
organized. So why not be president of our City-County General? It real
ly needed help and there was a very pretty cherry-yellow uniform on 
the market which would look particularly pretty in the children's ward. 
After serving out my term as president a younger, but no less enthusi
astic president, was elected and I moved on to other fields. 

Pan-Americanism was now calling and I heard the call. Anyway, I 
liked to travel and I felt that the Pan-American countries should stand 
together else they might fall together. So I contributed my bit as a 
State officer and Alliance officer. History has not yet recorded what that 
"bit" accomplished. 



Flowered Hat and White Gloves 7 

For a while at our home my husband would inquire as we sat down 
to dinner: "And to what office were you elected today?" He was con
vinced that the only reason I had never held an office in the Catholic 
Women's Association or the Jewish Women's Sisterhood was that I had 
been too busy in other things or that they didn't know about me. He 
never could believe that although I was qualified I just wasn't eligible. 

Time and life slow one down and besides I had run out of money 
and enthusiasm. But let's "keep the home fire burning." There were 
other jobs to be done right here. So my flowered hat and white gloves 
took me to committee meetings, usually as chairman. There were the 
American Cancer Society, the Family Welfare Unit, the Traveler's Aid, 
the Community Concert Board and, oh yes, at Christmas time the down
town Plaza which had to be decorated for the joy of the children and 
the delight of the weary travelers. Another year and I must get back 
to my Spanish lessons. Those verbs bothered me and I found myself 
using the present tense too much. But on second thought, we can't do 
anything about the past and the future is very indefinite so perhaps 
I'll stay with the present! 

Seriously, though, I do not agree with the person who quipped: 
"Women's Clubs and similar organizations are made up of females who 
keep minutes and waste hours." There is a place in each community 
for women in clubs and civic projects. Men in their busy lives and 
schedules need our help in detailed work for which they have no time 
and patience. Speaking frankly and honestly I enjoyed each group and 
organization in which I worked. Each time I served as president I felt 
humble and was challenged to do my best as a leader. Finally, in clos
ing, I should like to advise the young woman of today: "If you like 
people and your community, join a club." 

The final struggle to gain statehood for Arizona and New Mexico 
lasted from 1901 to 1912 and was the longest sustained fight in Amer
ican territorial history. 

Lamar, The Far Southwest 



A LETTER 
FROM MAJOR JEFFERSON VAN HORNE 

intro. & notes by RrcHARD K. McMASTER 

In a previous article' concerning Major Van Horne and his activities 
as commander of the first United States Military Post at El Paso, a 
letter was included which commented upon an Indian attack involving 
American emigrants enroute to California. This attack took place near 
the Presidio of Janos in Old Mexico, about 180 miles southwest of El 
Paso del Norte (modern Juarez) .2 

Correspondence between Major Van Horne and Headquarters of the 
9th Military Department at Santa Fe indicates that the party attacked 
by the Apaches was composed of Americans and some Mexicans who 
had been digging for gold in the vicinity of the copper mines of Santa 
Rita del Cobre in New Mexico. The group was surrounded by a band 
of Indians but was able to drive them off. After the attack the Amer
icans with some Mexicans continued on their way towards California 
but when near Janos were again attacked, this time by about 200 
Apaches. The savages disarmed the emigrants, killed and wounded sev
eral, stole their animals and made prisoners of 24 Americans and of an 
undetermined number of Mexicans.3 

Mexican officials proposed that the American and Mexican prisoners 
be exchanged for some Apache prisoners being held at Janos. This pro
posal was not accepted, however, and a request was made to the Mex
ican commandant in El Paso del Norte4 for troops to aid in the rescue 
of the men. The request was communicated to Major Van Horne. Upon 
verification by letters from several Americans in Mexico, Major Van 
Horne dispatched two 12-pounder mountain howitzers and about twen
ty Dragoons and mounted Infantry armed with revolvers. The aggre
gate, under the command of Brevet Major Richardson," 3rd Infantry, 
amounted to about 60 men. 

Major Van Horne was able to send this number of mounted men 
only because Lieutenant Jackson6 of the 3rd Infantry happened to be 
at the El Paso post and volunteered for the duty. Otherwise there would 
not have been a sufficient mounted force and infantry would have been 
too slow. The belief was that the Indians would return to their haunts 
about the copper mines, some 200 miles farther north and within 
United States territory. Major Richardson was therefore ordered to that 
point to search out the Indians, endeavor to arrange an attack and, if 
possible, recover the American prisoners and their property. Major 
Richardson was also instructed to call upon Major Steen at Dona Ana1 

in the hope of getting a reinforcement of some thirty Dragoons. Major 
Van Horne retained for duty at El Paso only one small company of 
about 20 men.8 
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A Letter From Maior Jefferson Van Horne 9 

Major Van Horne's report of the expedition follows : 

Sir, 

Head Quarters Battn: 3rd Infantry, 
Post opposite El Paso, N. Mexico. 

November 13th 1849. 

Bvt. Major Richardson, who was sent to the Copper-Mines in pursuit 
of the Indians, who attacked the California emigrants near Janos, has 
returned without having fallen in with the Indians, although they 
marched about 500 miles, and scoured the country about the Copper
Mines, and beyond on the road to the Gila. He reports that from the 
trails, they appear to have gone South. The fact is, however, that these 
shrewd Indians take care to keep beyond the reach and out of the way 
of strong armed parties, while small and weak parties or stragglers 
readily fall in with them. 

It seems that the party of thirty one California emigrants left Cora
litas on the 11th Oct. , and on arriving, somewhat scattered, near Janos, 
were approached by the Indians, who professing friendship, mingled 
in thickly among them, who, as they were dismounting and preparing 
for defence, found themselves separated, surrounded by the Indians and 
taken prisoners, themselves and animals being lariated. 

The Indians then disarmed and stripped them of their property, the 
Indians being six to one. In making resistance five of them named 
Norman Davis, of N. York, Carrol Ferguson of Tenn., William H. Ben
jamin,-Burgler &-Leyman, and one Mexican were killed, and several 
emigrants wounded. 

After stripping them of their property and clothing, and dark com
ing on, some were set at liberty, and others made their escape. 

Glanton,• with about 30 American pirates, in the employ of Mexico, 
and about 25 Mexican troops, were equally unsuccessful in finding the 
Indians about Janos, and were following their trails towards the Cop
per-Mines. 

Lt. L. McLaws, 
Asst. Adjt. Genl.) 

9th Mil. Dept.,) 
Santa Fe) 

Very Respectfully, 
Your obt. svt. 
J. Van Horne, 

B. Maj. 3rd Infy. Comdg. 

Note: These Indians are represented to have been well 
mounted and armed with rifles, double-barrelled 
guns, pistols, etc. 
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army as a 2nd Lt., 3rd Infantry on March 3, 1847. He went with the Confed
eracy and served as a Lt. Colonel, 5th South Carolina Infantry, 1861-65.
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Army- 1789-1903 (Washington, D. C. 1903, 2 vols.), Vol. 1, 566. 

7. Major Enoch Steen established the first post at Dona Ana, New Mexico, with 
"H" Co., 1st Dragoons, on August 1, 1849. According to Colonel George A. Mc
Call, Inspector General, Major Steen showed "much zeal in the performance 
of his duties, particularly in several expeditions against the Apaches in the 
Sacramento Mountains and on the Gila River . . . and was once severely 
wounded." Inspection report dated October 10, 1850.- Heitman, Historical Reg
ister and Dictionary, Vol. I, 919. 

8. See authority cited above, footnote 3. 
9. John Joel Glanton was described by a contemporary as "The meanest man I 

ever knew." He first appeared on the Southwest scene as a gambler in San 
Antonio, Texas, at the end of the War with Mexico. In the spring of 1849 he 
married into the Menchaca family. He later moved to Presidio del Norte 
(modern Presidio, Texas) where he obtained a contract from "some" Mexican 
official to hunt scalps. The Yuma Indians caught Glanton and his band while 
they were drunk and beat them to death. 

TOBIN PLACE, which adjoins Washington Park, was opened in 1906. 
Corner lots sold for $40.00 each and inside lots for $10.00. Terms were 
$1.00 down and $1.00 per month with no interest charge. A 10 per 
cent discount was given for cash. 

-El Paso Herald, November 9, 1907 

Thank goodness the traditions and memories of "the West" were com
plete before mechanization set in. 

-The Christian Science Monitor 

THEODORE RoosEVELT visited El Paso on Wednesday, March 15, 1911. 
The Chamber of Commerce honored the ex-president with a breakfast 
at the Toltec Club. The cost per person was five dollars. The Menu 
consisted of the following: 
Assorted Fruit 
Strawberries With Cream 
Grapefruit, Maraschino 
Clam Broth, Waldorf 
Fried Frog Legs, a la Floureste 

Potatoes Juliene 
Broiled Lamb Chops, Roosevelt 
French Peas, Potatoes Provencale 
Rolls, Coffee. 



EL PASO'S FIRST MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
by STACY C. HINKLE 

THE FIRST AIRPORT in the vicinity of El Paso was not in El Paso but at 
Fort Bliss and it was not an airport, it was the cavalry and artillery 
drill ground. It was established as a flying field by the first Border Air 
Patrol, First Bombardment Group, on June 17, 1919, because of Pancho 
Villa's raid on Juarez Mexico two days previously. 

The Army Air Service developed the flying field as a base for the 
Border Air Patrol operations, extending landing privileges, but no other 
service, to the few civilian planes that came through El Paso. Gas, oil 
and other requirements had to be purchased from commercial com
panies. This type of operation continued until June 30, 1926, when the 
Air Service group was transferred to Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas 
and "Biggs Field" as it was named on January 21, 1925 was "closed 
down" and returned to the Cavalry. Thereafter, the landing and serv
icing of transient military and civilian aircraft was done at the "Balloon 
Hangar" field and the name "Biggs Field" transferred to it. 

When Charles A. Lindberg, following his historic trans-Atlantic 
flight, announced his goodwill flight to important cities in the United 
States, he included El Paso. Immediately Mayor R. E. Thomason began 
to make official plans for his reception. On August 16, 1927, the Mayor 
sent letters to the ten following ex-World War I aviators living in El 
Paso, asking them to act as drivers of the ten official cars in the parade 
from Biggs Field, where Lindberg was to land, to downtown El Paso. 
The ten aviator-drivers were: Stacy C. Hinkle, George M. Stiller, R. G. 
Folk, H. 0. Bostrom, Earl Weisiger, James Carey, Fred Wilson, C. H . 
Strain, J. T. Ringland and Earl C. Cochrane. 

These ten aviators then interested other former Army aviators in 
forming an Aero Club. A meeting of twenty-three of them and others 
interested in aviation was held on the fifth floor of the Times-Herald 
building, 200 West San Francisco Street on the night of Friday, Sep
tember, 16, 1927. At the meeting the El Paso Aero Club was formed 
and the following elected to office: Don Thompson, President; Malcolm 
Carpenter, Vice President; Earl H. Weisiger, Secretary; Paul Sergent, 
Treasurer and a Board of Directors composed of Stacy C. Hinkle, Ar
thur M. Lockhart, Paul Heisig, Robert G. Folk and Cranford Strain. 
The main objectives of the Club were to help secure a municipal air
port, commercial airlines, and an air mail service for El Paso. 

The Aero Club appointed an "Airway and Airport" committee con
sisting of Stacy C. Hinkle and Fred Wilson, both ex-Army fliers, to 
draw up plans and specifications for an airport that would receive the 
Department of Commerce Class A rating for day and night flying and 
that would take care of future aeronautical expansion. At the same time 
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12 Stacy C. Hinkle 

Mayor R. E. Thomason appointed an airport committee consisting of 
Alderman R. N. Mullin, Chairman; Malcolm H. Carpenter, Walter 
Stockwell, Charles Newman, Don Thompson and Earl Weisiger, the 
last two being ex-Army aviators. 

Upon completion of the plans and specifications report prepared by 
Hinkle and Wilson it was submitted to and approved by the Mayor's 
Airport Committee in the late fall of 1927. Alderman R.H. Mullin, 
chairman of the committee and city finance officer stated: "Much praise 
and appreciation is due the Aero Club, particularly Stacy Hinkle, chair
man, and Fred Wilson of the airport committee. for the excellent and 
complete report made on the proposed landing field. This covered every 
possible phase, showing that the proposition had been thoroughly stud
ied and worked out. It is essential that El Paso have this airport. I wish 
the finances of the city were such that work on it could be started 
immediately." 

Since the city had no money available for land purchase, the report 
recommended that the 260 acres of city-owned land, on which the old 
city waterworks was located, be used as the site for the airport. It was 
adjacent to and on the east of the municipal (V aldispino) golf course 
(later called the Fort Bliss golf course) and north of what is now called 
Fred Wilson Road. While not an ideal location due to its proximity to 
Mt. Franklin, it did have two good advantages: (1) it was the only 
city owned property available; and (2) the runways could at some 
future date be extended to the east to connect with the runways of 
Biggs Feld and to the north and northeast as far as desired and money 
for land purchase was available. This saved an expenditure of approxi
mately $200,000 for a location site. 

The estimate that the Hinkle and Wilson report made called for an 
outlay of approximately $25,000 covering equipment for day and night 
operations. It was recommended that inasmuch as the county would 
benefit as much as the city, the project should be a city-county affair 
and that the county could contribute its share by clearing, leveling and 
grading the field. That cost was estimated at $3500 which still left 
$21 ,500 for the city to furnish. That was the insurmountable obstacle. 
From where was this money to come? 

Week after week, committee meeting after committee meeting went 
by, yet not a feasible financing plan was found. Alderman R. N. Mullin 
finally solved the problem. He got a ruling from D. E. Mulcahy, the 
county attorney, that a municipal airport came under the classification 
of a public highway. On March 12, 1928, the county commissioners 
authorized Fred Wilson, who was county engineer, to spend $3500 on 
the clearing of the field. The city was to issue city tax pledged warrants 
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to cover the remainder of the construction and equipment costs. The 
warrants were to run for a period of ten years and bear 6% interest, 
the city to redeem approximately $2000 worth each year, although all 
would be made subject to call at any time. This provision was made 
so that in event of a city bond issue all outstanding warrants could be 

El Paso's First Municipal Airport-1929 
L. to R.- Scenic Airways Hanger-Snack Bar-Municipal Hanger 

Ballon Hanger at Biggs. 

taken up. Such bond issue for $32,000 was authorized on March 27, 
1929. 

Meanwhile, on April 5, 1928, Mayor R. E. Thomason and the city 
councilmen, R. E. Sherman, W. S. Berkshire, R. E. McKee and A. B. 
Poe, officially approved the plans and specifications report prepared by 
Hinkle and Wilson and which had previously been approved by the 
Mayor's Airport Committee. Walter Stockwell, city plan engineer, was 
instructed to lay out the parking of the airport and call for bids on the 
hangar and complete night flying equipment as proposed in the Hinkle
Wilson report. The contract for the steel hangar was awarded to Ware
Ramey Co. of El Paso the low bidder, at $13,483 and the contract for 
the night flying lighting equipment was awarded to R. E. McKee, low 
bidder, at $7085. The Reynolds Electric Co. of El Paso installed the 
lighting equipment. Then, on May 31, 1928, the city council authorized 
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the issuing of tax warrants to pay for the two contracts covering the 
hangar and lighting. 

The landing area was 2750 feet by 3100 feet. There were no artificial 
runways on the field since they were not necessary. This made it an 
"all way" field. There was a 100 foot diameter circle with a six foot 
band made of crushed rock painted white in the center of the field to 
denote this to the pilots. 

The one steel hangar was 60' x 100' with doors on the 100' side which 
would accommodate the largest tri-motored planes then in service. A 
motor repair shop was built on one side of the hangar and an office 
on the opposite side. A fuel supply system was located in a trap flush 
with the ground. Boundary lights were placed around the field and six 
large Westinghouse 1500 watt airport lights illuminated the field for 
the night landings and take-offs. The light beacon on top of the hangar, 
to direct the night flying pilot to the field, was a 24-inch rotating search
light projecting a 3,000,000 candle power beam that could be seen a 
distance of 50 miles on clear nights. 

Mayor R. E. Thomason appointed Mr. Arthur E. Johnson, formerly 
a member of the 12th Aero Squadron at Fort Bliss, to be manager of 
El Paso's first municipal airport. The new airport was to be dedicated 
on September 8, 1928. The 1928 National Air Derby was being flown 
from New York City to Los Angeles and the first planes were expected 
to arrive in El Paso on that day. Eighteen Curtiss-Falcon A-13 Army 
planes from Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, commanded by Captain 
G. 0 . Moore, flew out for the dedication ceremonies. It was estimated 
that 10,000 El Pasoans turned out for the dedication ceremonies. The 
program started at 1: 30 P.M. and was as follows: 

America by municipal band. 
Invocation: the Rev. John R. Edwards, First Methodist Church. 
Introduction of speakers and individuals, who have contributed their 

services to the establishment of the airport, by A. M. Lockhart, chair
man aviation committee Chamber of Commerce. 

Address: "The Value of a Municipal Airport on a Transcontinental 
Airway'', by F. B. Fletcher, past president, Chamber of Commerce. 

Introduction of citizens committee: Stacy C. Hinkle, Malcolm Car
penter, C. M. Newman, Don Thompson, Earl Weisiger, H. G. Stacy, 
F. E. Wilson, W. E. Stockwell, W. E. Robertson and C. E. Blair. 

Introduction of airport manager: A. E. Johnson. 
Selection by municipal band. 
Arrival of the flyers: Officials for the arrival of planes are: Chief 

judge, A. M. Lockhart; assistant judges: Major A. D. Surles, U.S. 
Army, S. E. Stretton. 
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Chief Timer: Earl Weisiger. 
Assistant Timers: Henry Clifton, H. 0. Bostrom, R. L. Carter, Fred 

Wilson, Lt. R. H. Darrell, Lt. J . B. Gagne. 
Chief field referee: Stacy C. Hinkle. 
Anrwuncer: W. A. Williams. 
Transportation chairman: Herman Rosch, H. T. Bowie, C. B. Addi

son, H. W. Waller, R.H. Washburn, and P. C. Steele. 
Reception Committee: Mayor R. E. Thomason, Brig. General G. V. 

H. Moseley, H . L. Birney, Don Thompson, Hon. C. A. Boynton, A. M. 
Lockhart, R. E. McKee, A. B. Poe, R. E. Sherman, Stewart Berkshire, 
H. C. Kramp, M. B. McClintock, John Andreas, Wm. T. Griffith, Alex 
Gonzales, Henry Herring, Ben R. Martinez, Augustin Gallo, A. J. Ber
mudez, W . G. Hamilton, Brent Rickard, C. M. Harvey, C. N. Bassett, 
Joshua Reynolds, Paul Harvey, Harry L. Husmann, Wm. R. Blair, H. 
D. Slater, Wallace Perry, M. J. Boretz, H. G. Stacy, W. E. Stockwell, 
F. E. Wilson and C. E. Blair. 

Mayor Thomason dedicated the new airport to Ben Jenkins, an El 
Paso aviator in World War I, and Lt. Bruce Struthers, Army Air Serv
ice, 12th Aero Squadron, Fort Bliss. Jenkins was a member of the 315th 
Air Reserve Squadron and was living in El Paso when he was killed 
in a crash of his JN-4 plane on Mount Franklin on June 2, 1922. 
Struthers was killed in the crash of his DH-4 plane on a fog shrouded 
mountain near Fort Huachuca, Arizona while on Border Air Patrol on 
January 12, 1920. In concluding his speech Mayor Thomason said: 
"Today we £rive another stake in the progress of El Paso. This city 
today becomes one of the country's future air centers." With the con
clusion of the dedication exercises, El Paso had its first municipal air
port. The city had taken its first step into the new age of air transpor
tation. 

The first commercial aviation company to sign a contract on Novem
ber 8, 1928, with the city for use of the airport facilities and field was 
the Scenic Airways of Chicago, J Parker Van Zant, President. One of 
the financial backers of that company was William Stout, designer of 
the Ford Tri-Motor plane which was being built by Ford Motor Co. 
The El Paso manager was Richard P. Langford, now an El Paso at
torney. The lease was for a period of ten years at $200 per month plus 
1 % of gross revenue for the first year, increasing yearly for six years, 
to $300 per month and 2% of gross revenues. An interesting clause in 
the lease stated that Scenic Airways agreed to give a primary flying 
training course each year to one regular city employee, (probably to a 
law enforcement officer) and advanced flying instruction at 50% of the 
regular prices. 
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From this small beginning, the first municipal airport has grown 
from an initial investment of $125,000, has been relocated, has been 
expanded to an investment of $30,000,000, and is continuing to expand 
to keep pace with jet age requirements. The inspiration furnished by 
Colonel Lindberg, the foresight of Mayor R. E. Thomason and his di
rection of his administration, the ceaseless efforts of the ex-Army flyers 
of the El Paso Aero Club, and the many public spirited citizens, have 
culminated in El Paso taking her rightful position as an important place 
on the airlines of the nation's commerce. 

Curlew is any of a number of large, brownish birds of the Scolopac
idal family having long legs and a long, slender, downwardly curved 
bill. 

The Malva family, commonly called "Mallow" and "papaver," re
ferring to poppy, includes checkerbloom, cotton, hollylock and hisbicus. 

Artemisia is any of a genus of herbs and shrubs of the aster family, 
including sagebrush and wormwood. 

To the Englishman the American West with its over abundant sup
ply of all types of game and its cold Mountain streams filled with 
spirited trout was made to order. If he could get to this climatic and 
economic paradise, he did. If not, he sent his sons, particularly the 
second sons whose opportunities at home were necessarily limited by 
the custom to primogeniture. 

-Robert G. Athearm 

The Lipan Indians, an Athapascan tribe, were foremost of the 
Apache groups in West Texas and the Panhandle. Early in the eigh
teenth century they were driven south and southeast by the Comanches. 
They were enemies of both Spanish and Anglo-American settlers. 

PAso DEL NoRTE (modern Ciudad Juarez) has served on two occa
sions as a capital or seat of government. She was the seat of the provin
cial government of New Mexico from 1680, the year of the Pueblo 
Revolt, to 1693, the year of the reconquest and occupation of the pueblo 
region. The second instance occurred in 1865 when Benito Juarez, 
driven northward by the Maximilian forces , finally established his 
capital at Paso del Norte. 



THE ROUTE OF THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
ACROSS ARIZONA AND NEW MEXICO 

by WILLIAM M. VESTAL 

The United States of America in the twentieth century owes much 
to the prescience of the robber barons of the nineteenth. Of these, the 
moguls who spanned the Southwest with iron rails were in the fore
front. From the efforts of the "Big Four," Stanford, Huntington, Crock
er, and Hopkins, arose the Southern Pacific. Of major interest will be 
the laying of track across the boundless deserts, mountains, and rivers 
of the great Southwest, particularly of Arizona and New Mexico, and 
the rapid growth of this region as a result. 

The Big Four incorporated the Central Pacific Railroad Company of 
California on June 28, 1861, and the Congress, by the Pacific Railway 
Act of 1862, named the C. P. to be the builder of the western end of 
the Pacific railroad. The eventual meeting of the Central Pacific and 
the Union Pacific at Promontory, Utah, on May 29, 1869 is history. 

Meanwhile, the Southern Pacific Railroad Company of California 
was incorporated on December 2, 1865, and an act of Congress dated 
July 27, 1866 authorized it to meet the Atlantic and Pacific (Santa Fe) 
at Needles, and the Texas and Pacific at Yuma, both points on the 
California-Arizona state line. With this development, the Big Four's 
control of transportation in the West was seriously threatened. But by 
politics and promises they obtained controlling interest of the paper 
Southern Pacific and by mid-1868 it was in the Big Four's pocket. 

Actual construction up the San Joaquin Valley began at Lathrop, 
on the main line of the C. P. between Oakland and Sacramento, on 
December 31, 1869, and the north (west) bank of the Colorado River 
opposite Yuma was reached on May 23, 1877.1 Edward Schlieffelen 
(sometimes spelled Schlieffelin) had just discovered rich silver lodes 
near the future town of Tombstone, Arizona. Also, Henry Wickenberg 
had made mineral discoveries in the central part of Arizona which led 
to the founding of the mining towns of Globe, Jerome, and many others. 

Alerted by the news coming out of the Arizona desert, Huntington 
tried to monopolize all potential river crossings by buying up George 
A. Johnston's ferry monopoly at Yuma, and all privately run river 
boats. Steamers went as far north as El Dorado Canyon, 365 miles, on 
a weekly schedule, but passage past Camp Mojave ( 300 miles) from 
May 1st to November 1st was possible only if depth of water permitted.' 

Although the S. P. rails had reached the Colorado River, the Texas 
and Pacific was stalled far east of El Paso, hundreds of miles away. Its 
fiery leader, Colonel Tom Scott, had suffered in the financial panic of 
1873, and sought assistance from Congress. The War Department gave, 
then took away, authorization for the S. P. to cross the Colorado, and 

[17] 
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this brought Huntington to Washington. He called on President Grant 
and made such a good case that the S. P. was authorized on October 9, 
1877. by an executive order, not only to cross the Colorado but to build 
east across Arizona.3 Final action came when Huntington convinced 
the congressional railroad committee that his company was in a position 
to build the road without government aid. Consequently, on January 
18, 1878, Congress granted the S. P. the right to build through the 
Southwest until it made connection with the Texas and Pacific. In order 
to carry out the congressional grant Huntington organized the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company of Arizona. It was incorporated on Septem
ber 20 and on October 8 the government of Arizona granted the S. P . 
a charter which permitted it to operate within the Territory.4 

Almost coincident with its chartering, the S. P . began to forward 
quantities of construction materials to Yuma," and resume work on 
November 19, 1878. The railroad was built over favorable tableland 
described by the engineers of the Pacific Railway Surveys, and followed 
the line favored by the Texas & Pacific Company. Winter months were 
best for laying rail. In the 252 miles of desert to Tucson there were no 
towns or hamlets. Farther north, a store and a blacksmith's shop con
stituted Phoenix. The railroad followed the Gila River to a place known 
as Adone Wells (now Wellton), thence up heavy grades over the Mo
hawk Mountains, and down to old Maricopa." 

Track reached Adonde, just short of Adonde Wells, before the new 
year. By early February of 1879 it had reached Mohawk Gap, 60 miles 
from Yuma and 30 miles past Adonde. East of Mohawk Gap the work 
was light and there was one tangent 47 miles long. Grading parties 
were at work all along the line (Americans and Chinese) as far as 
Maricopa, 160 miles east of Yuma, and the company intended to reach 
there in April. By the middle of March the line was 36 miles past 
Mohawk Gap, 96 miles from Yuma, and regular trains ran to Stanwix, 
85 miles from Yuma. As a commentary upon the trials and tribulations 
of the builders, tracklaying was delayed in April because snow had 
blocked tracks running west from Buffalo, New York. This had held 
up rails made in Troy, N. Y. , which had a circuitous journey of some 
3,780 miles to Yuma, plus the run to the end of track.7 

Regular trains were running to Gila Bend by April 4, 1879,8 and a 
local boom followed the operation of trains into Maricopa on April 
28th. Old Maricopa, now a blind siding called Heaton, was named after 
the famous stagecoach station of Maricopa Wells, located about seven 
miles north, and the watering place for that part of the country. Situa
ted at the grateway to Phoenix and the Salt River Valley, old Maricopa 
seemed destined to become a large city. In fact, a special train was run 
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from California with home-seekers and real estate men who invested 
in nearby property. But for some reason, the bubble burst and by the 
summer of 1887 the railroad offices and name were moved four miles 
eastward to the present town of Maricopa.• 

Water was one of the prime troubles of the railroad, and a San Fran
cisco paper noted: "Eight huge water tanks are daily pushed out to the 
front. No water is now sold by the company at Gila Bend. All that used 
by outsiders there has to be hauled on wagons from the Gila River, 
four miles distant. An additional line of pipes has been laid from water
works to the tank at Yuma. The new water-works at Texas Hill are 
progressing well .. . "'0 

Beyond old Maricopa the railroad constructed what was probably the 
longest curve in the world, five miles in length, with a ten-minute 
curvature. East of this curve was a tangent 47 miles in length; the 
longest stretch of straight track on S. P. lines. Casa Grande was reached 
on May 19, 1879; 183 miles east of Yuma, 26 miles beyond Maricopa, 
and 914 miles from San Francisco. It became the "summer terminus" 
and work eastward did not resume until November." According to 
David F. Myrick this summer terminus was necessary: " ... because 
the tools were too hot to handle. " 12 

The track reached Tucson , the first and only walled city of the 
United States, on St. Patrick's Day in 1880, and: " ... the first iron 
horse pulled into the old Pueblo, its whistle whooping and its drivers 
churning to the cheers of almost everyone in town." But in the midst 
of the impromptu celebration, word was received that three days later, 
on March 20th, a train-load of S. P. officials would arrive for the formal 
celebration. This suited Tucson just fine, and for three days the citi
zens, working through no less than nine committees, organized a really 
flamboyant reception. 

As the train approached the town, a salute of 38 guns was fired by 
troopers of the 6th U.S. Cavalry from Fort Lowell, and their band 
burst forth with a medley of patriotic airs. The banners of all nations 
were flown from the 5-foot walls that rose from the flat roofs of the 
houses. Colonel W. S. Oury delivered the initial welcoming address. 
Then Don Estevan Ochoa, one of Tucson's most respected pioneer citi
zens, presented Charles Crocker, now President of the S. P., with a 
silver spike which Dick Gird, superintendent of the Tombstone Mill 
and Mining Company, had had made for the occasion from bullion 
taken from the Tough Nut Mine. After Crocker drove another "last 
spike," and with appropriate stops en route, the assemblage adjourned 
to Levin's Park at the foot of Pennington Street. There Mayor R. N. 
Leatherwood presided at a banquet, and Colonel Charles D. Poston 
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acted as toastmaster and delivered the principal welcoming address. 
The leading citizens of Tucson decided to send telegrams to the Pres

ident, the Governor of Arizona, and the Mayors of San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, and Yuma. The Pope was also included after someone found 
out from Pete Kitchen's Mexican wife where His Holiness lived. The 
laconic reply, after expressing congratulations, was: " . . . but where 
the H-is Tucson?" Some wag, no doubt from another town, had per
petrated an immortal hoax.13 

Before resuming the iron trail, it is interesting to note that the Ari
zona Pioneers' Historical Society had its beginnings at a meeting held 
on January 31 , 1884. As originally defined, an "oldtimer" or pioneer, 
must have come to the Territory prior to the day that the first S. P . 
train pulled into Tucson. But at the meeting the definition was changed 
to limit membership to those who had reached the Territory prior to 
January 1, 1870, and to their male children. There ~ere eighty charter 
members. The list was headed by Charles D. Poston, Hiram S. Stevens, 
and Peter Kitchen, all 1854 settlers; probably for reasons of current 
local distinction. In strict point of time, the four earliest arrivals appear 
to have been J . McC. Elliot and Daniel Madden, both in 1852, and 
P . M. Smith and William J. Osborn in 1853.'4 

Tucson was 93 miles southeast of the summer terminus of Casa 
Grande, 275 miles from Yuma, and 1,006 miles from San Francisco.'• 
From Tucson eastward there were only a few stage stations, and quite 
a bit to the north, the villages of Silver City and Mesilla.'6 The road 
was built over the open mesa to Vail, 20 miles eastward, where it en
tered Cienega Canyon. From Vail track ran to Pantano and then to 
Tombstone, 35 miles from Tucson. The latter point was near a large 
mining district, and "heavy traffic" by pack trains and wagons was 
reported coming up from Sonora to Tucson. The S. P . had found it ex
pedient to build sand fences at several points in the desert to protect 
its tracks from sand drifts. High winds made these almost as trouble
some as snow drifts on northern lines." 

Next, the railroad was opened to Benson on June 22, 1880; 46 miles 
from Tucson, 294 from Yuma, and 1,025 from San Francisco.18 This 
route from Tucson to Tombstone, and then to Benson is difficult to 
conceive today. Perhaps fortuitously, the original line along Cienega 
Creek was subject to bad washouts, and much of the track between Vail 
and Benson was relocated by 1895.19 

The Benson area had been inhabited for centuries. A Spanish officer 
wrote in 1697 of the fertility of the San Pedro River valley, and of its 
houses and ranches. In the Butterfield Overland Mail era, 1858-1861 , 
it was the spot where the stages crossed the river, and it served as a 
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depot between Dragoon Pass to the east-northeast and Tucson to the 
west. Now, in 1880, it was incorporated as the railroad town for the 
Tombstone mines, and named for Judge William R. Benson of San 
Francisco, a close friend of Charles Crocker, President of the S. P.20 

It was at this time that Tombstone had a meteoric rise and attained 
a population of 15,000. Tombstone and Tucson became the stops for 
theatrical companies. Plays and concerts were given in Tombstone's 
Schlieffelen Hall, and Tucson boasted an Opera House. Tombstone also 
had the Birdcage Theatre for "lighter" and more rowdy song and dance 
acts.2

' 

North of Benson, the San Pedro River divides the Rincon Mountains 
to the northwest and the Little Dragoon Mountains to the northeast. 
The railroad followed the Sulphur Springs Valley of the Dragoon 
Mountains to the east-northeast, and then passed over the alkali flat 
once occupied by ancient Lake Cochise. This was Apache-land, and a 
six-year period of peace had ended about 1878. When the S. P. was 
building, the Apaches were on the warpath under Geronimo, but the 
construction force was never attacked. A military escort was provided 
part of the time. Geronimo eventually surrendered in 1886.22 

From the Sulphur Springs Valley the railroad passed over the sum
mit (now known as Raso) to Bowie, and across the San Simeon Valley. 
By August 30, 1880 the tracklayers completed the difficult work through 
the Dragoon Mountains, and began to try for records. On August 24th, 
12,200 feet of steel rails were laid; on the 25th, 11 ,600; and on the 26th, 
12,800-2.43 miles-and the greatest distance ever laid in one day by 
the S. P. Track was now laid to the New Mexico line; 136 miles from 
Tucson, 384 from Yuma, and 1,115 miles from San Francisco.2

" 

Trains operated into San Simeon, 11 miles from the Arizona-New 
Mexico boundary line, on September 15, 1880. Just beyond, a slight 
grade led over a pass in the Peloncillo Mountains at Steins, New Mex
ico, a former stagecoach station and, owing to the narrow defile, the 
scene of many mail robberies and Indian ambushes.24 

The railroad soon had a tremendous effect upon both the cattle and 
sheep industries in the Arizona Territory. Access to markets was speed
ed, and long trail drives ceased. Settlers from the East were quick to 
take advantage of the new environment , and their money gave an 
impetus to the upbreeding of livestock. In order to maintain continuity, 
the effects of the railroad upon both Arizona and New Mexico will be 
discussed later in detail. Incidentally, some people claim that the Clif
ton-Morenci line of the Detroit Copper Company in 1880 was Arizona's 
first railroad. It is probably true that it was the first mining railroad 
in actual operation, but even then, the S. P.'s locomotives were consi-
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derably earlier while the line was being built across the southern part 
of the state.25 

The Southern Pacific Company of New Mexico had been incor
porated on April 14, 1879 for the purpose of extending track across New 
Mexico, so laying of rail continued unhindered.'" The Americans and 
Chinese, "great big Chinks, probably from northern China,"21 now set 
out to establish tracklaying records across the flat desert land to Lords
burg, Deming, and the Rio Grande and El Paso. "On one day 14,200 
feet of track were laid, on another 13,800 ... "28 The first-14,200 feet 
-was apparently a record for the S. P. , but came nowhere near to the 
record for rail laying set by J. H. Strobridge and an 8-man gang of the 
Central Pacific's "Chinese pets." Construction Superintendent Stro
bridge had made that all-time record certain by not only assuring be
forehand that the grading was perfect, but also by laying the ties in 
advance. As described in Wilson and Taylor in Southern Pacific, these 
conditions do not appear to bear comparison to a complete operation, 
i.e., ties and track. This becomes very apparent by noting that the C. P. 
record on April 28, 1869, west of Promontory, Utah, was 10 miles and 
56 feet in one day! Or 52,856 feet versus the S. P.'s 14,200 feet. 29 

The railroad was opened to Lordsburg on October 18, 1880; to Dem
ing on December 15th; and to the Rio Grande at El Paso on May 19, 
1881.30 When the S. P. reached Deming, a 75-mile stage connection 
was made with the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe at San Marcial. This 
town was on the Rio Grande at the extreme northern reaches of the 
famed Jornada del Muerto. From the new terminus of El Paso to San 
Francisco, trains now ran on the longest continuous line in the country 
operated by one company: 1,285.7 miles."' 

In future years the Southern Pacific acquired 1,771 miles of addi
tional main-line trackage in New Mexico and Arizona. These properties 
came, in large part, from the Arizona Eastern and the El Paso & South
western. Before briefly tracing the course of the S. P. across Texas, a 
few comments should be made upon the effects the railroad had upon 
the life in the Rio Grande valley and contiguous areas. 

The hinterlands of New Mexico, immediately north of El Paso, were 
populated by Indians and Spanish-Americans. They depended for a 
livelihood upon their sheep, agriculture, and common labor. It was an 
unhurried if frugal living. The Anglos were few and far between. But 
while the Indian and Spanish-American element remained relatively 
constant, between 1880 and 1885 the Anglo population of New Mexico 
increased approximately 15,000. In the next five years it increased an
other 20,000. 
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The influx of American men and capital led to a mining boom after 
1879. The journalist, Columbus Moise, wrote: "Silver City, itself the 
center of a fine mining section, is a thriving town of about twenty-five 
thousand inhabitants, and unlike other towns in New Mexico, is thor
oughly American in every respect." Sylvester Baxter had this to say: 
"The Nineteenth century touch given by the railroad has transformed 
the hum-drum old Mexican place of Albuquerque into, or rather has 
added to it, a bustling railroad center, with street cars, fine stores, a 
number of hotels, and a rapidly growing population and trade." 

The Indians in the area were largely Pueblos, resident since the ear
liest Spanish days. Columbus Moise described their attitude as follows: 
"Their theory of the railroad is that God himself gave man the loco
motives, for it is beyond their conception how a man could make one; 
but they acknowledge human agency in laying the rails, since they 
have seen it done." The Pueblos were, at this time, a peaceful people, 
and somewhat removed from the influence of the hate and fear ex
pressed toward the white man by the Navaho and Apache.32 

By 1880 there were some 12,000 persons in the current greater El 
Paso-Juarez area, "only about eighty ... not Latin." The population 
was fairly evenly divided on both sides of the Rio Grande, five thousand 
in Texas and the rest in Mexico. Present-day El Paso had eight hun
dred people. Four other towns were more prominent in local politics 
than El Paso: Ysleta, the county seat, Zaragoza, Socorro, and San Eli
zano. 

El Paso had been incorporated as a city in 1873, and a municipal 
election held. But by September, 1875, municipal government was dis
continued because of chronic lack of attendance by city council mem
bers. However, with an eye on the prospective arrival of the Southern 
Pacific (May 19, 1881), another election was held on July 3, 1880. 

Soon thereafter, as expected, crowds of speculators and gamblers be
gan to move in. By May, 1881 , nearly 1,500 people jammed the few 
adobe houses of El Paso. James B. Gillett, a sergeant with the Ranger 
force stationed in El Paso county, described the scene thus: "At night 
there was no room for people on the sidewalks and they filled the street. 
If one wished a seat at the gambling tables he had to come early in the 
evening or he could not get within thirty feet of them." 

Vice was open and often annoyed the more sober citizens by being 
"too obvious." A local newspaper reported that the residents in the 
vicinity of First and Utah (now Mesa) Streets complained about the 
conduct of the "filles publicques." The ladies of the night sat on their 
porches in the afternoons in quite immodest array; often reposing in 
the laps of their male companions. At nightfall, the influence of liquor 
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caused them to shout off-color jests at one another and their escorts 
enlivened the scene by shooting their guns into the air. 

In a town where every man went armed, Mrs. Warner Phillips never 
heard a pistol shot without sending her son Ben to check on Alderman 
Phillips' safety. Also, Apaches from Dog Canyon up Alamogordo way 
often enlivened matters by occasional forays into the outskirts of El 
Paso. And with the railroad had come the Chinese laborers, and with 
them opium. Dens were quickly established, but not only the Chinese 
indulged; both male and female Anglos were to be found in these es
tablishments.33 

Mrs. M. B. Davis, who arrived in El Paso in 1882, stayed at the 
Grand Central Hotel, decidedly first class for the times. She discovered 
that the town had no gas, electricity, or running water. Water was 
hauled from the river in barrels. The kerosene lamp in her room didn't 
cheer her up. Looking from her window, she saw blowing sand, drunk
en cowboys, and distant yellow-flag warnings of smallpox. But soon 
after that, brick buildings with board floors began to replace the adobe 
houses. 

In 1881 , three newspapers were started. There were four by 1885. 
In 1887 one, The Lone Star, edited and owned by Simeon H. Newman, 
fought the gambling interests so fiercely that it was forced to close 
down. By 1885 there were five churches, but five times as many sa
loons, two "first class" hotels, a water works, an electric power plant, 
and a telephone exchange with ninety-four subscribers, thirteen of 
whom were El Paso del Norte (Juarez ) . The efficiency of the facilities 
was, no doubt, gravely suspect.34 

To return to the iron trail (now being laid with steel rail ); when 
the S. P . reached El Paso, that was as far as it had been authorized to 
go under territorial charters. But the S. P. bosses had other plans, back
stopped by ready men and material, and building proceeded east under 
the name of the Galveston, Harrisburg & San Antonio Railway, a com
pany in which C. P. Huntington had purchased an interest in 1877. 
This latter company had reached San Antonio from the east on Feb
ruary 5, 1877, and remained there for most of the time that the S. P. 
was laying track from Yuma across Arizona and New Mexico. But 
before the S. P. reached El Paso, construction of the GH & SA started 
west from San Antonio.35 

The ex-S. P. , now GH & SA, crews "racing" east from El Paso could 
build at a rapid rate as there were no rivers to cross. Tracks reached 
Sierra Blanca, 91 miles from El Paso, on December 6, 1881; Marfa, 
104.1 miles, on January 16, 1882; and Sanderson, 125.8 miles, on May 
22nd. The GH & SA construction forces from San Antonio reached 
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Del Rio, 170 miles west, on June 22, 1882, and met the ex-S. P. crews 
from Sanderson at a point just east of a tunnel on the west bank of the 
Pecos on January 12, 1883. Colonel Thomas W. Pierce, President of 
the GH & SA, did the honors by driving the "last spike" at two in the 
afternoon of that date. The first through trains over the "Sunset Route" 
between San Francisco and New Orleans left those cities on February 
5, 1883.3" 

To conclude the "tracklaying" portion of this account, the "Sunset 
Route" between El Paso and New Orleans should be noted. Building 
was accomplished by four companies, or their predecessors. These were 
the GH & SA, from Houston to San Antonio, and then between San 
Antonio and El Paso; the Texas and New Orleans, from Houston to 
Orange; the Louisiana Western, from Orange to Lafayette; and Mor
gan's Louisiana & Texas Railroad and Steamship Company into New 
Orleans. These companies came formally under the management and 
control of the S. P. under a lease dated February 10, 1885. Following 
federal and state authorization in 192 7, they were operated under the 
corporate name of the Texas & New Orleans Railroad Company, togeth
er with other affiliated lines in the two states.37 

Thus, the "Sunset Route" from San Francisco to New Orleans 
stretched a total of three thousand twenty-three miles, and may be 
tabulated as follows : 

Southern Pacific Railroad of California 731 
Southern Pacific Railroad of Arizona . 393 
Southern Pacific Railroad of New Mexico 167 
Galveston, Harrisburg & San Antonio Railway 917 
Texas & New Orleans Railroad . 374 
Louisiana Western Railroad . 141 
Morgan's Louisiana & Texas Railroad & Steamship Co. 300 

Total 3,0233
" 

What did the coming of the S. P. , and other railroads, do for the 
sparsely settled Territories of Arizona and New Mexico? The iron trail 
went from west to east; so consider Arizona first. The Apaches under 
Cochise had practically denuded the area of population during the first 
three years of the Civil War; only five to six hundred, including Mex
icans and mixed breeds, were left. It was made a Territory in 1863, 
and by 1880 the federal census showed a population of 40,440. U.S. 
born were 24,391; foreign born, 16,049. Of the latter, 9,330 in Mexico. 
There were 155 negroes, 1,630 Chinese, and 3,493 Indians.39 

The S. P. was only half the Arizona railroad story. The Atlantic and 
Pacific had been chartered by Congress in 1866 to run across northern 
Arizona. It was only a paper railroad at the time, therefore the Atchi-
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son, Topeka, and Santa Fe acquired a fifty percent interest in the 
company, and planned to build to the west coast. However, the S. P. 
extended its own line to Needles, blocking the only entrance to Cali
fornia. Perforce, the Santa Fe joined the tracks of its rival there in 
1884. During the 1880's feeder lines were built from the various min
ing towns to at least one of the two transcontinental roads. By 1895 the 
central skeleton of Arizona's rail transportation system had been 
established. 

The silver rush to Tombstone created a whole bevy of surrounding 
villages, and necessitated the organization of Cochise County in 1881. 
The location of Tombstone also gave Tucson a new lease on life as its 
main supply depot. And since engineers and chemists learning how to 
extract Arizona's oldest known mineral-copper-in a more efficient 
way, other less glamorous mining communities came into being: Bisbee, 
Jerome, Globe, Miami, and Florence. 

With the influx of thousands of miners almost every conceivable in
dustry received a boost. Cattle were driven in, but soon local ranchers 
expanded their facilities to supply the demand for beef. Lumber, and 
~very type of building material, was needed for the mines and towns. 
With choice timberlands in northern Arizona, it was inevitable that 
the lumbering industry would invade the region. Foodstuffs of all kinds 
were required and, of course, merchants to handle the growing retail 
trade. 

By 1887, the 40,440 population of 1880 had jumped to 90,000. For 
the first time, the Anglos outnumbered the Mexicans. The value of 
taxable property had risen to $26,000,000, with six million represent
ing the increase for the last fiscal year. By 1890 there were a thousand 
miles of railroads and seven hundred miles of irrigation canals. A year 
later production seemed to peak in wool, cattle, timber, copper, and 
silver. Salt River Valley fruits were being shipped out over the rail
roads to the world.4° 

Turning to New Mexico, although the contribution of the S. P. would 
appear to be concentrated in the southwest corner of the state, its pros
perity paralleled that of Arizona. New Mexico came into the Union as 
a Territory instead of a State with the Compromise of 1850. By 1880, 
its population was 109, 793 exclusive of Indians. Of these, 5,173 were 
Mexicans and 2,873 were foreigners. 41 

The Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe entered New Mexico from Col
orado on January 1, 1879. The S. P. entered New Mexico at Steins in 
September, 1880. With the former railroad came an army of energetic 
Anglos to develope mines and cultivate the soil. The rail lines literally 
created the towns of Raton and Springer in the northeast, Las Cruces 
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in the south, Deming and Silver City in the southwest, and Gallup in 
the west. Boom times came to Albuquerque, Las Vegas, and Santa Fe. 
Property values in the Territory jumped from $41,000,000 in 1880 to 
$231,000,000 in 1890. The number of cattle had been 347,000 in 1880, 
and increased to 1,630,000 by 1890. Only two banks existed before 
1878; more than fifty were chartered in the next twenty years.42 

From the advent of the Santa Fe, twelve hundred miles of railroad 
were in operation by 1889. The increase in the number of newspapers 
told a similar story: two in 1860; five in 1870; eighteen in 1882; and 
thirty-nine in 1889. It was 1879 before the first telegraphic dispatch 
from New Mexico was received in San Francisco, but by 1889 all im
portant towns were in telegraphic communication with East and West. 

It is a virtual impossibility to present a concise, meaningful account 
of the mineral wealth of the Territory that the rails seemed to "liber
ate." Chlorides from the richest silver mines in the Lake Valley district, 
Sierra County, yielded $5 ,000 to $20,000 per ton. Governor Safford of 
Arizona offered $50,000 for the ore that he could individually extract 
in ten hours. The earliest discovery was mode in 1881 , and one mine 
was sold for $45,000 when it was only an 8-foot prospect hole. Gold was 
found in large quantities as well as a dozen varieties of precious stones. 

New Mexico stands alone in the Rocky Mountain area as a coal pro
ducer. In addition to possessing vast fields of bituminous coal, it has 
the only anthracite field west of Pennsylvania. Of course, its climate 
suits admirably both the mining industry and stock raising. In addition 
to gold, silver, and coal, New Mexico has rich deposits of iron, nickel, 
copper, tin, lead, cinnabar, cobalt, manganese, mica, salt, gypsum, ad 
infinitum. Stock raising is a profitable industry as the mesas abound 
in different varieties of grama grass; similar to the buffalo grass of 
Colorado, but much superior.43 

Into this rich land of vast mineral and natural resources came the 
railroads, and opened the country for the miner, prospector, home
steader, rancher, and capitalist. The population of New Mexico almost 
doubled between 1880 and 1890, but the official U.S. census of the 
latter year was very carlessly and inefficiently done in the Territory. 
From the 109,793 people of 1880, it is believed that a fair enumeration 
in 1890 would have shown not less than 185,000.44 Therefore, for the 
vast area of Arizona and New Mexico the population rose from about 
150,000 in 1880 to 275,000 in 1890 using the most modest estimates. 
The resources of the region became part of the national resources, and 
a reasonable estimate of their potential value becomes increasingly 
more difficult as science and technology advance. 
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At the "Four Corners" where the boundaries of Colorado, New Mex
ico, Arizona and Utah come together, the marker reads: "Here meet in 
peace, under God, four states." 

The root of the wild yam (genus Dioscorea), a source of cortisone 
and the basis for the new birth control pill, is a native of the Southwest 
and Mexico. 

Stephen W. Dorsey, at one time a United States senator from Arkan
sas and later a defendant in the Star-Route frauds which came to light 
during the Garfield-Arthur administration, owned a large ranch in Col
fax County, New Mexico, and was a member of the so called Santa 
Fe Ring. 

The Cheyennes were one of several warlike Algonquian tribes of 
Indians that roamed between the Arkansas and Missouri rivers . 

Negundo frarimifolia, more commonly known as the box elder, is of 
the Maple genus. 

Phlox aristata, commonly called "Phlox," is any of a genus of Amer
ican herb of the Polemoniaceal or Phlox family, having red, purple, 
white or variegated flowers. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

I'M FRANK HAMER: TIIE LIFE OF A TEXAS PEACE OFFICER 
by H. Gordon Frost and John H. Jenkins 
(Austin, Texas: The Pemberton Press. $7.50) 

Clyde Barrow and Bonnie Parker created careers considerably less 
human and socially acceptable than the movie version has led us to 
believe. But one point is uncontested-they died violently. In death, 
Clyde's foot eased off the automobile clutch as a volley of shotgun slugs 
ate up his life. Bonnie, her brains soiling the upholstery, dropped her 
head between her legs and expired. As in life, there was little dignity 
and no privacy in their death. Captain Frank Hamer, leader of the 
ambushing law party, ran up to the window, peered in, and nearly 
became sick. 

Frank Hamer's reputation would have been towering even without 
the Bonnie and Clyde episode. Representing the epitome in courage, 
tenacity, and understanding of the criminal mind, he participated in 
at least 100 gunfights. Scattered along his back trail lay over fifty dead 
men. The husky, heavy-handed law officer began his career on horse
back while toting a six-shooter, and retired during an age of powerful 
automobiles and sub-machine guns. Through it all, however, his most 
effective weapon was his name. When he stepped before a mob and 
growled "I'm Frank Hamer," resistance melted quicker than an ice 
cube on a sand hill. 

El Paso's lawlessness called to Frank Hamer after he joined the 
United States prohibition service. Here his lust for action brought him 
numerous adventures. He described the community as "one of the 
toughest towns I've ever been in. There was a gunfight every night 
for 236 straight nights." One of his best friends lost his life at Cordova 
Island, a favorite crossing point for smugglers. 

Although Hamer served in several law enforcement agencies, both 
public and private, his career centered around the Texas Rangers. How
ever, much to the embarrassment of some governors, particularly "Ma 
and Pa" Ferguson, he never hesitated to resign when they turned the 
rangers to serving their own private ends. 

Gordon Frost, former President of the El Paso Historical Society and 
the man responsible for much of the research and writing, should be 
justly proud of this, his first attempt as an author. The writing is swift 
paced and easily read, there is an index, footnotes in the back, a biblio
graphy, and 305 pages. Numerous pictures are distributed through the 
text instead of lumped in the center, generally a sign of better than 
average quality work. The research, although decidedly in Hamer's 
favor, seems thorough. This first edition will soon be a collector's item, 
but regardless of the number of printings it goes through, I'm Frank 
Hamer will always be a good book to own. 

University of Texas at El Paso LEON C. METZ 
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THE HERFORD BRAND, BELLE OF THE PRAIRIE PRESS 
by Dudley M. Lynch 
(University of Texas at Austin. $4.00) 
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This slim volume chronicles the first sixty-five years of a growing, 
smalltown Texas newspaper, The Herford Brand. It is more than the 
story of an obscure newspaper, however, for this newspaper's growth 
and problems are representative of country newspapers throughout the 
nation. 

Although the story is both interesting and well-written, and the ty
pography tasteful, the work has one major flaw: it has no illustrations 
whatsoever. As the reader learns the details of the movements of the 
newspaper plant from location to location, the changes of machinery 
and the subsequent typographical effects, and the various personalities 
who bought, sold, edited, and managed the business, one cannot help 
but wonder about their appearance. In this case, photographs and illus
trations would have added considerably to the effect of the book by 
clarifying and emphasizing many of its major points. 

Even so, the volume is very well written, and as such, is certainly a 
credit to its author. Anyone interestd in newspaper journalism in Tex
as will find this little book as invaluable as it is interesting. 

University of Texas at El Paso KENNETH A. GoLDBLATT 

BOOK NOTICES 
Recently published books of interest to Society members 

Early Texas Homes (Southern Methodist University Press, Dallas, 
$8.50). By Dorothy Kendall Bracken and Maurine Whorton Redway. 

Fur Trade and Empire: George Simpson's Journal 1824-25 (Harvard 
University Press, $7.95). By Frederick Merk. 

John C. Dyal, First Texas Man of Letters: His Life and Some of His 
Unpublished Writings (Southern Methodist University Press, Dallas, 
$5.00). By J. Frank Dobie. 

Painting in Texas: The Nineteenth Century (Amon Carter Museum 
of Art by The University of Texas Press, Austin, $15.00). By Pauline 
A. Pinckney. 

The Republic of Texas (The American West Publishing Co., Palo 
Alto, Cal., $3. 75). Intro. by Governor John B. Connally. 

Tales of Frontier Texas 1830-1860 (Southern Methodist University 
Press, Dallas, $5.95). Ed. by John Q. Anderson. 

Three Men in Texas: Bedichek, Webb, and Dobie (University of Tex
as Press, Austin, $5.95). Ed. by Ronnie Duggar. 

W ah-TO-Yah and the Taos Trail (The American West Publishing 
Co., Palo Alto, Cal., $8.95). By Lewis H. Garrard. 

XIT Buck (The University of Arizona Press, Tucson, $4.95). By 
C. E. MacConnell. 
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HISTORICAL NOTES 
CORRECTIONS 

"The President's Message" in the Spring issue contained two unfor
tunate errors. Corrections follows: 

Program Chairman-Mr. Fred Bailey 
Publicity Chairman-Cmdr. M. G. McKinney 

PASSWORD is listed in The Standard Periodical Directory, the most 
complete guide to all United States and Canadian periodicals. 

A former El Pasoan, a society member and a sometime contributor to PASSWORD, 
Robert N. Mullin, wrote the following to your editor: 
Dear Dr. Porter: 

I was glad to see PASSWORD bring to light something of El Paso's Volunteer Fire 
Department, though it left unanswered a couple of questions in my mind: 

In 1901 there was a piece of firefighting equipment in the old City Hall at Over
land and Santa Fe, back of the farthest-west of the big doors opening onto Overland. 

At the same time there was another piece of equipment in a small building on 
north Oregon, the east side, fifty feet or so north of Franklin; ,the building was about 
the size of a today's family garage and atop it was a scaffold from which swung a big 
bell. 

I have wondered whether either of these pieces of equipment was still in use by the 
volunteer fire fighters or were then resting in honorable retirement. 

Perhaps your publication of the 1897 Herald story will inspire someone to produce 
a fuller account of the Volunteer Fire Department in its firefighting days. I hope so. 

Sincerely, 
[signed] R. N. Mullin 

Can anyone furnish the information for Mr. Mullin? If so, write him 
at 36 South La Senda Drive, Three Arch Bay, South Laguna, Califor
nia, 92677. 

MR. BEN JOHNSON of Johnson, Hathaway & Jackson, Attorneys-at
Law in Tyler, Texas, wrote your editor as follows: "I have just enjoyed 
the reading of your spring issue of PASSWORD. Of particular interest to 
me was Dr. Hall's article on "Negroes With Confederate Troops in 
West Texas and New Mexico." 

Continuing, Mr. Johnson wrote: "My grandfather, Patrick Hudson 
Johnson, was with Company F, Seventh Regiment, Sibley's Brigade in 
the New Mexico campaign. He began his service as a sergeant and 
ended as lieutenant ... I suspect he had a Negro slave with him as he 
served with Sibley." 

The letter continues for a page and one-half and contains some excel
lent "footnotes" to Sibley's New Mexico campaign. 

Mr. Johnson's letter is being placed in the Society's archives. 

SANTA FE IN 1885 
Alfred Gurney, Vicar of S. Barnabas' School, England, made a hur

ried trip through the United States in 1885. The following year he 
delivered a lecture on his experiences in America to his Barnabas stu
dents. He called his lecture "A Ramble Through the United States." 
(A zerox copy of the lecture is in the possession of the editor.) In speak
ing of Santa Fe, New Mexico, the vicar noted: 

Santa Fe had been described to us as "a sleepy old Mexican city." An old Mexican 
city it certainly is, but we found it anything but sleepy. The houses, most of them 
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built of mud, or "adobe," as it is called, are flat-roofed, giving the place an oriental 
and picturesque appearance. We were fortunate enough to arrive on the eve of a great 
festa [sic], and every effort was being made to keep it with all befitting solemnity in 
honour of the sweet poet-peasant saint of Assisi, whom Mexicans, as well as Indians, 
have such cause to love and venerate. The cathedral was crowded for Vespers at six 
o'clock, and the setting sun sent a flood of golden glory through the open western 
doors, making the scene a singularly impressive one. As in Spanish churches, there 
were no seats; the women squatted, the men stood; all had the appearance of being 
devout worshippers. The venerable Archbishop Lamy, who for many years has been 
a father to the Indians of that district, was the officiating minister at Benediction. The 
service was followed by an illumination; bonfires were lighted in front of the great 
church, the village band paraded the streets, and guns were fired which ceased only 
for a brief interval, renewing their summons to church at five o'clock on the follow
ing (Sunday) morning. We assisted at the High Mass, which occupied three hours, 
some hundreds of men, apparently members of a confraternity, making their com
munion. The behaviour of the whole vast congregation was most edifying, and it was 
altogether a strikingly impressive and touching solemnity. We visited the old palace 
which for centuries was the seat of government, and the ancient church of San Mi
guel, an interesting little sanctuary, said to be the oldest in America. Next day we 
somewhat reluctantly continued our journey, and on the following day regained Col
orado Springs. 

EL PASO STREETS AND HOW THEY WERE NAMED 

Bassett A venue-named after 0. T. Bassett, a Missourian who came 
to El Paso in 1880. He was the father of Charles N. Bassett. 

Blacker Avenue-named for Allen J . Blacker, County Judge, 1890-
1892. 

Brown Street-here there is some confusion. Some believe the street 
was named for John C. Brown of Tennesee, one of the owners of More
head Addition. Others insists it was named in honor of Gratz B. Brown, 
post Civil War governor of Missouri and Democratic vice presidential 
candidate in 1872. After the coming of the railroad he spent his winters 
in El Paso. 

Cotton Street-named in honor of Frank B. Cotton of Boston, Massa
chusetts, owner of the Cotton Estate. 

Crosby Avenue-named for Judge Joseph Crosby who came to El 
Paso from Houston in the 1850's. It is claimed that his son William, 
born in 1857, was the first "American boy" to be born in El Paso. His 
birthplace was a little adobe hut on Mills Avenue. 

Dallas Street-for the city of Dallas. 
Davis Street-named for B. H. Davis, prominent El Paso Attorney 

in the early 1880's. His brother, Captain Charles Davis, was the father 
of Mayor Charles Davis. 

Doniphan Drive---for Colonel Alexander W. Doniphan who led his 
1st Regiment of Missouri Mounted Volunteers into Paso del Norte 
(Juarez) in 1846 after defeating a Mexican army in the Battle of Bra
zito. 

Florence Street-named for Mrs. Dudley E. Waters, daughter of W. 
S. Hills. (See below, Hills Street.) 

Grant Avenue-named in honor of Judge Walter B. Grant, promin
ent attorney of Boston, Massachusetts and executor of the Cotton Estate. 
He is credited with obtaining the Cotton Estate for The University of 
Texas at El Paso. 
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Hague Road-named in honor of Judge James Price Hague. 
Hammett Street-named after Colonel B. F. Hammett, realtor, who 

came to El Paso from St. Louis in 1895. He served as Mayor of the city, 
1901-1903. 

Hills Street-named in honor of Attorney W. S. Hills who came to 
El Paso before the railroads and promoted the Campbell addition. Mrs. 
Otis C. Coles is Mrs. Hills niece. 

Magoffin A venue-once known as the "old aristocratic street" of El 
Paso, was named for Joseph Magoffin who served as County Judge, 
1876-1877, and as mayor, 1881-1885. 

Martinez Street-named for Felix Martinez who contributed greatly 
in getting Elephant Butte Dam for El Paso. 

Mesa Street-so named because it leads from San Antonio A venue 
to the mesa. South Mesa Street was originally called Utah Street, then 
renamed Broadway, then San Jacinto and finally South Mesa. 

Mills Avenue-originally called St. Louis Street , the name was 
changed to honor General Anson Mills. 

Mundy Drive-named for H. M., J. G. and L. L. Mundy, owners of 
large real estate holdings in El Paso. 

Myrtle Avenue-named for Mrs. 0. T. Bassett, mother of Charles 
N. Bassett. 

Newman Street-named to commemorate the memory of H. L., E. S. 
and G. T. Newman, prominent citizens of early El Paso. One writer 
insists that the street was so named to honor only H. L. 

Noble Street-here are two schools of thought; one that it was named 
after Colonel George Noble, superintendent of the Texas and Pacific 
Railroad, and the other that it was named for John W. Noble, Secretary 
of the Interior in the Benjamin Harrison administration. A resident of 
St. Louis, he helped bring the railroads to El Paso. 

Ochoa Street-named for Juan de Dios Ochoa, an early El Paso resi
dent and a brother of Ynocente Ochoa, a wealthy resident of Juarez. 

Octavia Street-named for Mrs. Joseph Magoffin. 
Oregon Street-originally called Organ Street because it led in the 

direction of the Organ Mountains in New Mexico. 
Overland Avenue-named for the overland stage trail from San An

tonio, Texas. The stage headquarters and corral were situated at the 
corner of Overland and South El Paso streets. 

Piedras Street-so named because it was the "rockiest" thoroughfare 
in town. Mt. Franklin flood waters raced down the street, strewing it 
generously with rocks and boulders. 

Pershing Drive-formerly called Bliss Street because it led to Fort 
Bliss, was renamed in honor of General John J. Pershing. 

Schutz Drive-named for the brothers Joseph, Samuel, Solomon and 
Albert Schutz who came to El Paso sometime before 1880. Solomon 
served as mayor of El Paso, 1880-1881. 

St. Vrain Street-for Vincent St. Vrain. 
Tays Street - for The Rev. Joseph Wilking Tays, founder of St. 

Clement Episcopal Church in El Paso. 
Yandell Drive-originally called Idaho Street, the name was changed 

in honor of Dr. W. M. Yandell, uncle of W. H., R. F. and A. R. Burgess. 
Dr. Yandell was city health officer for many years. 
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CONTRIBUTORS to this ISSUE 

GLADYS STRICKLAND HAWKINS was born on September 13, 1893 
at Bandera, Texas. In 1903 she came with her parents to El Paso where 
she attended both grade and high school. Receiving a scholarship she 
attended the University of Texas at Austin for two years and then 
taught for two years in Ysleta and one year in El Paso. In 1917 she 
married her high school sweetheart, William Walker Hawkins. Of their 
four children three are living. 

Since her husband's death in 1953 Mrs. Hawkins has been active in 
cultural and civic groups in El Paso and Juarez. In 1959 she co-author
ed Your Maid From Mexico, a hand-book for maids in both English and 
Spanish. 

DR. HALDEEN BRADDY, Professor of English at the University of 
Texas at El Paso, is a frequent contributor to PASSWORD. He is also the 
author of a rather large number of scholarly books. 

MAJOR RICHARD K. McMASTER is another of PAsswoRD's frequent 
co:itributors. His History of Fort Bliss is about to be issued in a new edi
tion. He also has in printing a novel based on army life in the old West. 

ST ACY C. HINKLE was an engineering student at Carnegie Institute 
of Technology in 1917 when the United States declared war on Ger
many. Enlisting in the Aviation Section of the Signal Corps, he attended 
Aeronautical School at Princeton University and then the Flying School 
at Ellington Field, Houston, Texas, where he was commissioned a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the Army Air Service. In June, 1919, he was assigned to 
Border Air Patrol organized to protect the Rio Grande area from the 
raids of Pancho Villa and other Mexican bandits. The following year 
he was commissioned in the regular Army Air Service where he served 
under General Billy Mitchell. In 1923 Mr. Hinkle resigned from the 
Army and joined the staff of the Mine and Smelter Supply Company, 
of which he was vice president at the time of his retirement in 1964. 

Mr. Hinkle is the author of Wings and Saddles: The Air and Cavalry 
Punitive Expedition of 1919, reviewed in the Spring, 1968, issue of 
PASSWORD. 

COLONEL WILLIAM M. (BILL) VESTAL, a West Point graduate, 
served at Fort Bliss from 1952 to 1955. He retired from the army at 
Fort MacArthur, San Pedro, California, in 1959. Upon retirement he 
returned to El Paso as a Tech. Rep. for the Philco Corporation at the 
Air Defense Center where he wrote a manual on the Nike-Ajax Guided 
Missile System. He then enrolled in the graduate division of the Uni
versity of Texas at El Paso and, in 1963, was granted his Master's 
Degree in History. 

At present Colonel Vestal and his wife Vivi are living in Terrell 
Hills, a community of greater San Antonio, where he teaches United 
States history at San Antonio Junior College. He is also a "sometimes" 
student at the University of Texas at Austin. The present article was 
taken from a graduate paper on western transportation. 
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NEW MEMBERS-1968 

LIFE MEMBERS 

Mr. and Mrs. Maurice E. Hill Mr. and Mrs. John S. McKee 

REGULAR 

Victor R. Arditti 

Ida Lee Askew 

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Becker 

Brig. Gen. & Mrs. Philip H. 
Bethune 

Mr. & Mrs. John Broadwell 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Butchofsky 

Mrs. William A. Cardon, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Otis C. Coles, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Coonly 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles C. Gaither 

Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Goodell 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Gorman, Jr. 

Mrs. Bessie Hall 

Dr. & Mrs. R. Hugh Hall 

Mrs. Frances McKee Hayes 

Mr. Stacy C. Hinkle 

Mr. & Mrs. R. T. Hoover, Jr. 

Consul General 
& Mrs. William P. Hughes 

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Johns 

Mr. & Mrs. John P. Kemp, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold S. Long 

Manley East Carolina University 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert E. Marsh 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Mattox 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Davis Mayfield, Jr. 

Mrs. Jake Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray E. McNutt 

Mr. S. H. Newman III 

Mr. Robert H. Oliver 

Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Peterson, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Hart Ponder 

Mrs. Evelyn Prestridge 

Mr. George A. Rancich 

Dr. & Mrs. Charles Rennick 

Dr. & Mrs. Wm. J . Reynolds, Jr. 

Mr. George Rubinstein 

Dr. & Mrs. Frank P. Schuster, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Silverman 

Mrs. Grace K. Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Don Thorne 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Tietz 

Col. & Mrs. Joseph R. Walton 

Mrs. James E. White 

Brig. Gen. & Mrs. James A. Wier 

Dr. & Mrs. Leigh E. Wilcox 

Mrs. Lillie Williams 

Mrs. Tim Williams 

Mr. & Mrs. Sam D. Young 

Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Zwick 

Ball State University 
(Muncie, Indiana) 


