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HALL OF HONOR BANQUET 
THE EL PASO COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY held its eighth annual Hall 
of Honor Banquet on Sunday evening, November 24, in the El Paso 
Club. Nearly three hundred members and their guests were in attendance. 
Those honored were Mr. J ack C. Vowell, Sr., and the late Zach T. White. 
Mrs. G. Martin Merrill served as General Chairman of the affair, ably 
assisted by Mrs. L. H. Hewitt. The Decorations Committee was under 
the Co-Chairmanship of Mrs. Paul A. Reisig and Mrs. Frank Agnew. 
Other committees and their chairmen were Reservations, Mrs. Lawrence 
Stevens; Seating, Cmdr. M. G. McKinney; Tickets and Program, Colo
nel H. Crampton Jones; Publicity, Mrs. W. W. Schuessler; and Selec
tions Committee, Mr. G. Martin Merrill. 

In the receiving line during the hour-long reception which preceded 
the banquet were Mr. Barry Coleman, President of the Society, and Mrs. 
Coleman; Mr. and Mr. Fred Bailey; Mr. and Mrs. Martin Merrill; Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack C. Vowell, Sr.; Mr. and Mrs. Paul Harvey; and Colonel 
and Mrs. Jess Boykin. A sisting with courte ies during the hospitality hour 
were Dr. and Mrs. Russell Van Norman; Dr. and Mrs. J ames R. Mor
gan; Mr. and Mrs. Fred Morton; and Mr. and Mrs. H. Gordon Frost. 

The El Paso Club was beautifully decorated for the occasion, carrying 
out the theme of gold and white, the tables were spread with gold cloths 
while gold flocked ribbon bows adorned hurricane lamps swagged with 
greenery. Arrangements of gold and white flowers decorated the head 
table. 

Seated at the head table were Mr. and Mrs. J ack C. Vowell, Sr., and 
the daughters of the late Zack T. White and their husbands- Colonel 
and Mrs. Jess Boykin and Mr. and Mrs. Paul Harvey. Others at the head 
table included Mr. Chris P. Fox, who gave the nominating address for 
Mr. Vowell, and Mrs. Fox; Colonel H. Crampton Jones who nominated 
Honoree White, and Mrs. J ones; The Reverend B. M. G. Williams; The 
Reverend Eugene Myrick; Mr. and Mrs. Barry Coleman; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Martin Merrill. 

The Hall of Honor awards were initiated by the Society in 1961, 
during the presidency of the Honorable Richard C. White, now Con
gressman from West Texas. The awards program provides that one living 
and one deceased El Pasoan be chosen each year by a secret committee 
of the Society. Those honored in the past were the late Lawrence M. 
Lawson and the late J ames Wiley McGoffin; The Reverend B. M. G. 
Williams, the late Richard C. Burges and the late Maud Durlin Sullivan; 
Judge Robert Ewing Thomason and the late Mrs. Eugenia M. Schuster; 
Mrs. W. D. (Marie ) Howe and the late Allen H arrison Hughey; Dr. 
Lucinda De Leftwich Templin and the late Ernest Ulrich Krause; the 
late Charles Robert Morehead and the late Maurice Schwartz; and Mr. 
Chris P. Fox and the late Robert E. McKee. 
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HALL OF HONOR ADDRESS: 
THE PAST rs PROLOGUE 

by BARRY 0. COLEMAN 

We are citizens of no mean city. This is an honored and well traveled 
land. Since 1536 when shipwrecked Cabeza de Vaca and Estaban wan
dered in this Southwest, many footprints have mingled with those of the 
native born. Conquistadors, padres, frontiersmen, miners, 49'ers, Con
federate and Union troops have all drunk from the Rio Bravo at the 
Pass. Mansos and Apaches watched the passage of Don Antonio de Es
pejo in 1582 and of Juan de Oiiate in 1598, who were bringing Euro
pean civilization into what is now New Mexico. In 1659 Father Garcia 
de Francisco came down the river from those northern pueblo missions 
with ten Indian families and settled in this pass area. They built a small 
church of mud and branches and dedicated it to La Nuestra Senora de 
Guadalupe. The erection of that small church marked the beginning of 
what is now our sister city, Juarez. 

A few years later in 1680, the Tigua Indians fled the terrible and 
bloody Indian revolt of the northern pueblo missions and settled in Ys
leta. The Tiguas are still there. Great numbers fled to this area from the 
northern regions and San Elizario became the base for the reconquest 
of the upper regions. 

And then for many years there was a peaceful existence in the pueblos 
and along the Rio Grande. The warm sunny days and the cool pleasant 
nights made this pass area a wonderful and welcome haven in an other
wise parched and unknown land. Disease, thirst, danger, and death came 
to those who traveled and ventured forth. Many came, lingered briefly 
and then as we all must do, passed on. 

Then the first United States citizen, Zebulon Pike, came in 1807, and 
he too traveled on, but did so carrying tales of the uniqueness of this land. 
In 1846 the clatter of horses hooves accompanied Colonel Doniphan and 
his Missourians as they took possession of this land for the United States. 
British and Spanish phrases mixed freely in the language of the people, 
and became accepted throughout the land. Peace and tolerance came 
once again and the land began losing its centuries-old appearance. In 
1850 Conde and Bartlett began the difficult task of fixing a changing 
and unknown boundary. Mutually respectful neighbors would eventually 
solve these difficult and complex problems. In 1860 the great Civil War 
brought division and distrust as the adversaries flowed and ebbed through 
the Pass. Then a reunited country, bursting with energy went to work 
and a new sound was heard- the fierce breathing of the "iron horse" -
and the boom was on. 
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Many came here seeking a new life and opportunity. Some came seek
ing escape and seclusion. Some came for their health while others, bound 
for more distant parts, liked what they saw and stayed. This land has 
been filled with struggle, back-breaking hard work and determination. 
Many are the unfulfilled dreams that were lost in the hot dry sands, but 
some have been fulfilled. 

The signs of easy living and progress are all about us. The dam at 
Elephant Butte, our splendid International Airport, great centers of learn
ing and spiritual guidance, the Art Museum, library system, Symphony, 
Civic Ballet, and soon the New Civic Center mark this as an area of 
dreams fulfilled and of grand achievement. Few are those who ventured 
forth in a spirit of daring and leadership and contributed to all of this. 
The Hall of Honor justly identified those individuals who have, as the 
criteria read, consistently done the unusual and whose deeds deserve to 
be written or recorded; or who have created that which deserves to be 
read, heard or seen; and have made EI Paso County better for their 
having lived in it; and who have influenced, over a period of years, the 
course of history of EI Paso County, or who have brought by their sin
gular achievements honor and recognition to the EI Paso community; 
and who have directed us towards worthy goals and who merit being 
remembered by all men as exemplary guides to our future. 

Let us preserve the important qualities that live after our brief time 
is spent. This area has a unique flavor, a blending of the best human 
qualities that we should keep as we progress: warm Mexican gracious
ness, southern hospitality, and the western acceptance of people for them
selves. 

Let us preserve the best of all this. Tradition and heritage give direc
tion for the future, and after all, the past is only prologue. 

William Hensley Emory, for whom El Paso's Emory Road was named, 
was a Topographical Engineer, and surveyed the new boundary line estab
lished by the Gadsden Purchase. He looked more like a veteran cavalryman 
than anything else. His picturesque language, fiamboyant red whiskers, and 
haughty grace all proclaimed him the perfect image of the romantic frontier 
soldier. But his outward appearance belied the scientist and man of prac
tical intelligence that he really was. As a western explorer, Emory soon be
came the rival of Fremont himself. His lifelong chivalrous nickname was 
"Bold Emory." 

- Goetzman, Army Explorations in the American W est 



MR. ZACH T. WHITE 
by H. CRAMPTON JONES 

In the spring of 1881 a man thirty years of age got off the stage coach 
at night fall in El Paso. It was February and three months before the 
first railroad would arrive. He was in the prime of life and full of energy 
and ambition. Sewed into the back lining of his vest, for safekeeping, 
was his total savings of $15,000.00, a goodly sum of money in those days. 
It was all in currency. 

This city of ours was then a small town of less than 1,000 persons. 
But the vision and enterprise of this man would do much to change our 
town to a city of almost 100,000 by the time that I met him, 40 years 
later. 

That man was Zach T. White and I have the privilege and the high 
honor of appraising for you his character and relating the services he 
performed for our community and which resulted in his nomination to 
the Hall of Honor in our Historical Society. 

Zachariah Taliaferro White was a Virginian, born on March 23, 1850, 
on his father 's large farm and tobacco plantation in Amherst County, 
near Lynchburg, at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains. His father, 
Willis White, was a planter and stockraiser and a man of large means 
prior to the War between the States. He was descended from the earliest 
settlers in Virginia. His mother, born Jane Drummond of Scotch descent, 
was also from a line of early settlers in Virginia and one of her ances
tors actively participated in the Bacon Rebellion, objecting to the taxes 
arbitrarily imposed by the Governor of Virginia, prior to the American 
Revolution. Zach was one of the last of his father's twenty one children, 
nine of them by his father's first wife, Sarah Sandridge who died, and 
twelve of them by Zach's mother. He remarked one time at a dinner 
party that he almost did not get into this world! But families were large 
in those days and there were plenty of slaves on the plantation to care 
for the family and to work on the farm and in the tobacco fields and to 
care for the stock. 

The Civil War broke out when Zach was only 11 years old and his 
formal education was interrupted while his elder brothers left the planta
tion and the slaves were freed . Life would never be the same for Zach; 
he would have to do a man's work on the farm and this he did for 14 
years. Then he felt the call of the West as had some of his brothers and 
in 1875 when he was 25 years old he came to Texas. He joined his brother 
Charles, six years his senior, in Austin, and together they built the first 
water works system in that city. 
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Zach White was a hard worker. He had vision and a keen business 
sense. He was an outstanding example of that Anglo-Saxon quality of 
vigorous enterprise found in those men who opened up the West. 

Two years later, in 1877, he and another partner installed the first 
water works in Dallas. And with the money saved, $2,000, he contracted 
to build a water works system in Waco in 1879. Completing that project 
he had a capital of $15,000 and his eyes turned farther to the west. In 
1880 when he was 30 years old he decided to go to El Paso because he 
had learned that the railroads were converging on this area from all 
directions and he visualized the business opportunities here. 

He arrived in El Paso by a roundabout route. The Indians were har
assing the builders of the Texas and Pacific Railroad from the east and 
so Zach went to Denver with the intention of using another railroad. 
Then he learned that there had been a massacre by Indians of the lead
ing constructors of the Santa Fe line which was reaching to El Paso from 
the north. Zach was determined to get to El Paso even if he had to go 
around the Cape of Good Hope, or so he said! And so he decided to go 
by the Union Pacific to San Francisco, which he did. The rest of the 
travel was made on the Southern Pacific Railroad which was building 
toward El Paso from the west. An interesting anecdote can be told of 
how Zach traveled in California with Alexander Graham Bell who was 
on the train. Mr. Bell wanted Zach to invest in his telephone company 
but Zach was determined instead to come to El Paso. If he had gone 
with Mr. Bell he might have been another sort of capitalist. But his des
tiny was in El Paso! 

And so Zach headed eastward from Southern California by the South
ern Pacific which had been built across Southern Arizona and was reach
ing across New Mexico. Zach spent some time in Tombstone, Arizona, 
and then pushed anxiously on toward El Paso. The end of the line was 
still some 20 miles short of here and so Zach made the last leg of his 
journey by stage coach. He still had that $15,000 in currency safely sewed 
in the back of his vest! That was his stake for his new venture. The first 
night he spent in Paso del Norte, now Juarez, having paid a man fifty 
cents for the use of his horse so that he could ford the Rio Grande. He 
stayed there for five days in the Central Hotel and then came over to 
El Paso again. My information comes from a diary which he kept. 

The earliest business of Zach White in El Paso was that of operating, 
with a partner, a grocery store. It was located in an adobe building near 
the Plaza, on the ground where now stands the Mills Building. It grew 
into a general store and Zach sold hardware as he also had done in Waco, 
Texas. 
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When he arrived in El Paso most of the buildings were made of adobe 
and Zach saw the need for real kiln-fired brick for building purposes. 
So, up the valley, near the present Crossroads he established a brick kiln 
and made many thousands of bricks. Each brick was stamped with the 
year in which it was made. One of those bricks is preserved in the home 
of his daughter, Mrs. Paul Harvey. 

Land was cheap in the 1880's and Zach White obtained many acres 
in the upper valley. The flat land there needed to be cleared of shrubs 
and cottonwoods. Zach imported many mules from Missouri and Ala
bama and the workmen, with the use of chains, would drag out the trees 
by the roots and burn them. Thus started his River Bend Farm and also 
his Maryland Farm across the River. He loved the land. He had been 
reared on a plantation and he knew all about raising tobacco and cotton. 
Here he tried to cultivate tobacco but the conditions of soil, climate, and 
altitude seemed not to be favorable. But his cotton, the first in the upper 
valley, was successful. He formed a company and built a cotton gin near 
the brick kilns. 

A large portion of the River Bend Farm was in a big bend of the Rio 
Grande, like the Chamizal in El Paso had been. To avoid the necessity 
of building a bridge Zach obtained authority to rechannel the River and 
thus add the cut off to the Farm. This resulted in making one large flat 
area of hundreds of acres of valuable land for farming. 

Meantime he was very active in town affairs. He was a leader in all 
projects to improve the community. People sought his advice because he 
was endowed with unusual common sense and business ability. 

General Anson Mills, before Zach's arrival, had mapped the town and 
named the streets. The principal ones radiate in four directions from our 
central plaza and it will be noted that names indicate the direction of 
important cities, like San Antonio, Santa Fe, San Francisco, and Chi
huahua. At considerable personal expense Zach White extended San 
Antonio Street to the west and called it West San Antonio. This street 
leads past the Hotel Paso del Norte which he built. 

Zach White's acquisition of land was not limited to the upper valley, 
however. He bought land in town and across the River. It was he who 
gave to Juarez that land on which Juarez Avenue is located. This was 
a trade between him and the mayor of Juarez for the right to construct 
the first Santa Fe Street Bridge, leading to the most active part of our 
twin city in Mexico and to the place where are located the busy shops 
and restaurants for tourists. 

El Paso increased very rapidly in population with the coming of the 
railroads. Banks like the State National were opened. Zach was on the 
board of directors of the First National Bank for many years. The cattle 
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business thrived as did mmmg and farming. As the city expanded it 
became desirable to provide public transportation. The only motive power 
in those days was animals, horses, mules or oxen. Zach White, who liked 
mules, became the prime owner of the mule drawn street car line. This 
one-mule street car seated a dozen persons and traveled on a track of 
light rails, down the center of the street. It went east from the Plaza and 
down San Antonio Street to the locality of the present electric car barns. 
Then it returned by a parallel street, Magoffin Avenue. Another car 
crossed the Rio Grande on a special bridge at the foot of Stanton Street 
and in Juarez connected with a similar Mexican line. 

In 1892 Zach built the first vehicular bridge at the foot of Santa Fe 
Street and it served all traffic including the little mule drawn street car 
which was drawn by Mandy the mule. You have seen that street car in 
one corner of our Plaza with a replica of Mandy the mule and Pancho 
the driver. The latter was a combination of driver, conductor, and guar
dian of children whose parents gave them the treat of a round-trip with 
Mandy. The line was electrified in 1902 and with due ceremony Mandy 
was retired from service. This first and perhaps only international street 
car line continues to operate. 

When that old Santa Fe Bridge was replaced by a steel one some of 
the heavy wood beams were preserved and were used in the construction 
of the home of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Harvey. They appear as beautifully 
carved beams, executed by Mexican artists and decorated with over 250 
historical figures and symbols. 

Utilities were needed for the growing city and Zach organized the first 
gas plant and managed it. This marked the beginning of the El Paso 
Gas Company. Then, with his accustomed vision he saw the need for 
electric power. Sending to Saint Louis for generators he built an electric 
power plant which first supplied electricity for some stores and street 
corners near the Plaza. Thus began the El Paso Electric Company. 

Public schools were needed and Zach, being public spirited, pushed 
their construction. When he was on the City Council he bought the site 
for Mesa, later Bailey School at 707 Montana Street, where the Y.M.C.A. 
now stands. He was criticized for placing it too far out of town! 

Zach served for many years on the board of directors of The El Paso 
School for Girls which was founded in 1910. The first pupil in that School 
was his daughter Mary White who is here tonight, the wife of Colonel 
Jess Boykin, Retired. That School is now known as The Radford School 
for Girls, the name being changed in 1931. 

Zach White gave the land for the construction of the first school in 
the upper valley and it was named for him, in 1925. The school was 
later remodeled in 1945. Zach told the Superintendent of Schools that 
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he would donate any land that he had if needed for schools. The Zach 
White School is now in a new location in the upper valley and the new 
ultra modem building has just been dedicated. When you visit it you 
will see on the outside wall a large handsome mosaic which depicts the 
many activities Zach White performed for the betterment of our com
munity. 

During World War I when the El Paso Country Club needed a new 
location, Zach White donated a large portion of his upper valley land, 
136 acres, in fact, for the building of a new club and for a fine 18-hole 
golf course. The Boy Scouts needed a camp site and he gave land for 
that, and to the Girl Scouts and to the Pioneers Association. He estab
lished a bird sanctuary on his land. And he assisted the Y.M.C.A. and 
the Y.W.C.A. 

During World War I, Captain H. D. Slater, the publisher of The El 
Paso Herald, was called to active duty. He wanted some one reliable to 
take over the operation of the publishing company during his absence. 
He chose Zach White who carried on until the War was over. 

Zach was greatly interested in irrigation. He worked closely with the 
federal and state authorities and in 1904 was appointed a member of 
the International Irrigation Commission. This Commission supervised 
the construction of Elephant Butte Dam which controls the flow of water 
from the Rio Grande in this area. 

Even at the tum of the century he dreamed of building a fine hotel 
for El Paso and in 1912 he realized this ambition when he built the Hotel 
Paso del Norte, the largest and best in the Southwest at that time. It was 
opened on Thanksgiving Day. It was his custom on Christmas mornings 
to go to his Hotel and from his pockets present gold coins to each hotel 
employee. 

In 1882, the year after Zach White arrived in El Paso, he married 
Maggie Matthias from his home community in Virginia. They had one 
daughter named Ethel. But his wife died here in El Paso in 1890 after 
a long illness. Three years later, on December 12th, 1893, Zach married 
the lovely Maude Bounds of Sherman, Texas, and they had two more 
daughters, Mary and Katherine whom you all know well. They are here 
tonight with their husbands and children and grandchildren. If I had 
the time I would tell about these descendents and how they also have 
served our community but I must confine this talk to our honoree Zach 
T. White. 

When Zach White was 80 years old, in 1930, he said that his philos
ophy for side-tracking old age was simple. "Keep working,' ' he said. 
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"keep something ahead of you to be accomplished, something the progress 
of which you can watch with interest and with the realization that its 
accomplishment is of importance to your community and to your coun
try." 

Zach White died on January 31, 1932. At the time of his death a poem 
about him appeared in the newspaper. It refers to his making the first 
kiln-fired bricks here and to his lifelong interest in astronomy. I would 
like to read it to you before I close: 

"ZACH T. WHITE" 

From Mesa's Rim to Rio Grande 
And on out toward the desert sand, 

Stretches far El Paso. 
And here and there the sunset's glow 
Lights stately home and bungalow 
Made of brick kilned long ago 

In pioneer El Paso. 
Kilned by a man whose toil by day 
Transformed into beauty the common clay 
But who at night sought the Milky Way 

And the heaven's hidden glory. 
So towns are made by men of worth 
Who keep their feet upon the earth 

Their heads up in the stars. 
- Lucile Robinson Bancroft 

I believe that a man's success is measured by his unselfish deeds in be
half of others. I have related to you some of the deeds that Zach White 
did for all of us. He gave full measure. We are proud to welcome him 
to our Hall of Honor. 

ADVERTISEMENT- 1890 STYLE 
Overwear and underwear 

And all the wear between 
In quantities enormous 

Are always to be seen. 
With footwear, headwear 

And wear of different names 
In the handsome double clothing store 

of Lightbody and James, El Paso, Texas. 
- The Bullion, September 23, 1890 



MR. JACK C. VOWELL, SR. 
by CHRIS P. Fox 

Honestly and truly, when I was asked to bring a few of the highlights 
of the honoree's great career to your attention, I was flattered indeed. 
I think of it as a true honor and recognition of a friendship since Sunset 
Heights days, in that pleasant long ago when life was comfortably sim
ple and uncluttered. A time, where we would charge each other's neigh
borhood citadels, the "Sunset Gang," of which he was a lusty part, and 
"Angrytown" of which I was a part. After these "Donnybrooks" we 
would retire to a friendly back yard and mooch cookies and lemonade 
and plan future "campaigns." Indeed, it was a golden boyhood era, 
which we all en joyed deep and well. 

This man, and that he is, who is about to enter the Hall of Honor, 
is as you know, Jack C. Vowell, citizen, friend, husband, father and son, 
first class! Through the years of his life, with its rugged turns in the road, 
too, he drove with a steady and purposeful hand at the wheel, bringing 
him great recognitions from many sources and about some of them I will 
tell. Unfortunately, time will not permit me "shooting the works. " Among 
many, however, there's one recognition he's earned, starting back in boy
hood years, and one that I am sure, he holds deep to his heart and cher
ishes highly. It is, the high affection and respect, in which he is held by 
those who have been privileged to travel through a portion of their lives 
with him. 

You know, there is an old expression, and a most meaningful one, that 
we in the field of police endeavor have used here on this border for many, 
many years. It is one of evaluation and admiration, and one of the highest 
compliments one police officer can pay to another is this, "he's a good 
man to ride the river with, on a dark night. " It means that he has been 
tried and weighed, and not found wanting. And that is what we say 
about citizen, Jack Vowell. 

As I have known this man since knickerbocker-long stocking days, and 
his life and mine have been pretty much interwoven, I make several per
sonal references. So please pardon me, as I am fully aware that this is 
his night and a great evening for him and his family. 

Jack came into this great world a native Texan, being born in Sher
man on the 24th day of July, 1899, and later with his father, Charles 
Lee Vowell, Attorney, and mother, Edna Caruthers Vowell, and his sister, 
Eryline, and brother, Fulton, came into this City of the Pass to the North 
in the year of 1908. I first recall the family Vowell, when they lived at 
1115 or 1117 North El Paso Street, next to the then Chief of Police, 
Florence Hall. Yes, Chief Hall was a man, though his name was Florence. 
Jack "served time" at the Sunset School, and later at Lamar, and then 
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on to good, old E.P.H.S., then on Arizona Street. Though he is a bit 
younger than I, we wound up graduating from E.P.H.S. together in that 
wonderful springtime of 191 7. 

As we graduated, World War I came and Uncle Sam needed us. So, 
Jack, along with some other chaps, not wanting to be soldiers in the ranks, 
like the rest of us, went to the Plattsburg Officer Candidate School. H,e 
graduated from O.C.S. in good style, but they couldn't commission him, 
because he was under 21, so they sent him home to "season," but the 
war wound up before he got to put on his braid and bars. He went to 
the Virginia Military Institute and later, to Texas U. There, as in high 
school, he was a mighty fine student and athlete, a varsity football letter
man for three years, and the school boxing champion. I'll wager he was 
called, "Slugger Vowell." After college, he returned to El Paso, and into 
the City Engineering Department but, to keep his hand in matters-ath
letic, and as always, to be helpful, he was football and basketball coach 
at the then Texas College of Mines, in 1922 and 1923. Yes, as a public 
service and, of course, without pay. That term "public service," has been 
a big part of Jack Vowell all of his adult life, ever a generous contributor 
to the public good of his nation and to his beloved City of El Paso. 

As time marched on, and it seems to have a way of doing that, and 
in 1927 he and his delightful helpmate, Daurice, the former Daurice 
McDaniel of Granger, Texas, whom he had married in 1922 (into that 
happy wedlock came Jack C. Vowell, Jr., whom you all know, favorably 
and well, who later married Miss Mary Johnson and the daughter, 
Daurice Vowell Anderson, the wife of F. David Anderson, so now Jack 
and Daurice have a delightful package of happiness, in the form of seven 
grandchildren) decided that since he had worked hard and gained ex
perience in the various departments of our city, he should enter the busi
ness world. He did, in the contracting and heavy construction business, 
which became his lifetime field of endeavor, by joining the El Paso 
Bitulithic Company as District Manager where he did a grand job of 
making them a profit and friends. 

In 1935, he and Daurice had another decision to make, and I imagine 
it wasn't an easy one, either, because he had by then advanced up the 
ladder to Western District Manager for West Texas, New Mexico and 
Arizona. But, he did make the change and went into the highway and 
heavy construction work, as Jack C. Vowell, Contractor. During World 
War II, he turned out many a good job for Uncle Sam in the cold and 
far reaches of the Panhandle Country and elsewhere. In 1945, he founded 
the Vowell Construction Company and the Vowell Material Company, 
and has headed both operations as President to this day and we pray, 
many, many more days and years into the future. 



122 Chris P. Fox 

A few moments ago, I mentioned about Jack and Public Service, or if 
you want to make it a little more highfalutin, we will call it "community 
service." Either way, he has been "Mr. Public Service himself." For years 
a member of the Chamber of Commerce, on its Board; later, its Pres
ident during the year of the great Fort Bliss Centennial. He also sug
gested the Chamber of Commerce take over the ailing stock show and 
rodeo. It is now on its own, and he was its longtime President, and now 
Chairman. He led the Chamber of Commerce attack which brought 
about Paisano Drive. The same with the Bataan Memorial Trainway, 
and on and on. Ever ready and willing to do battle for his hometown, 
and the public good. 

He is a man of broad vision and action, supporting valuable matters 
in many fields, Chairman of the U.T. El Paso Study and Advisory Com
mittee, Charter Member of the Board of Directors of Goodwill Industries, 
the same for the Employers Association of El Paso, the El Paso Heart 
Association, the El Paso Roadhands, Inc., a robust outfit, and the Asso
ciated General Contractors, the Texas Manufacturers Association, the 
International Club, the El Paso County Board of Development, the High
way Co-ordinating Committee, the El Paso Airport Board, and the Cot
ton Estate Advisory Committee of UTEP. 

I could go on and on and on, and not cover the field, but what I have 
shown you here will give you a partial idea of his scope of interest, in
fluence and devotions. Separately, I would say that one of his great loves 
has been the Boy Scouts of America. To that cause he gave much, and 
in turn, his tremendous contributions were fittingly recognized through 
his having received the heart-warming, Silver Beaver, "For Distinguished 
Service to Boyhood in the Yucca Council," presented in 1950. Then came 
the highly prized Silver Antelope, "For Distinguished Service to Boyhood, 
in the Region IX area," in 1955. 

And then came the bestest of the mostest, insofar as Boy Scoutdom is 
concerned. He was called before the great Council in New York, where 
he was awarded the coveted, Silver Buffalo, "For Distinguished Service 
to Boyhood of a National And Worldwide Character," this in 1963. This 
noble and honored award was made in the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in 
New York, at the auspicious annual meeting where the Silver Buffalo 
was also presented to General Douglas MacArthur. 

Of course, we all are conversant, and I mentioned it in part, too with 
his great love for and interest in the University of Texas at El Paso as it 
has progressively moved on from its College of Mines' days, on through 
Texas Western and to its present position. In partial recognition of the 
time and effort that he has devoted to the betterment of that institution 
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in endless and many ways, he was presented with the Medallion of Merit 
in 1966, the first award of this kind given by the University of Texas at 
El Paso. 

I cannot do justice to all of this man's great accomplishments, his great 
endeavors (but they will all be in print in the PASSWORD), so with men
tioning the fact that he is a 32nd Degree Mason, a Shriner, a member 
of the Royal Order of Jesters, a rocking-chair cowboy with the Sheriff's 
Posse, and thoroughly enjoying his Rotary and Country Club activities, 
family and church, I am going to conclude with a few, perhaps humorous, 
incidents in this man's life, which should pretty well round out the word 
portrait I have attempted to make. 

The town was pretty well split when the Chamber of Commerce pro
posed and pushed a plan for a truck or bypass route through town- you 
know it as Paisano Drive. Yes, things got plenty hot, threats of cancella
tion of membership and contributions and et cetera were made, one 
distinguished citizen of the community told Jack, as Chairman of the 
committee, that he could have the signal distinction of completely and 
totally wrecking the Chamber of Commerce, if we persisted in supporting 
the program. As usual, and in behalf of the public good, Jack just dug 
in harder. Paisano was built and the Chamber still stands. 

Then came the track lowering through town, known now as the Bataan 
Trainway, a project that many people wanted but thought would never 
come about, a project, and unknown to us, that had much under cover 
opposition. It was decided that in order to put the project over, we would 
have to "bare knuckle it." So, our facts were put on the table and we 
asked the opposition to do the same. They grumbled and backed off and 
the project was built, and, Jack Vowell was chairman of the committee. 

I conclude with this: 
A long time ago, a sage was asked to comment about the value of dif

ferent monies and coins. This he did, and added: "The coin of friend
ship, however, is the most valuable, because it can be traded at any and 
all marts in the wide world. It is the universal medium of exchange." 

And you, Jack Vowell, are richly endowed with the qualities of that 
"coin." Man, as he lives his days, should direct his thoughts and actions 
in such a way, that when his December days come, he can sit before his 
fireplace of life and see reflected there his good deeds of yesteryears, and 
feel the warmth which comes to him, who has given generously to the 
causes of his fellow man and his nation. And so, Jack, we know, when 
you sit before your fireplace, the crackle of the logs will bring you sweet 
music, warmth, and the rewarding knowledge that you, too, have given 
much in behalf of your fellow man and family, and these glorious United 
States of America. God bless you! 



TRAGEDY AT CHAMBERINO 
by ]ACK F. FINDLAY 

The Good Book tells us that "the years of a man are three-score and 
ten," so the events here chronicled took place a lifetime gone. 

The Morley family, father, mother and an only child, a son, lived in 
Chicago, where Mr. Morley was an official with one of the railroads. 

The son, Roland, then about thirteen years of age, was a self-willed, 
badly spoiled youngster, with a tendency to weak lungs and his parents 
lived in dread of his becoming what was then known in the Southwest 
as a "lunger." So the family doctor recommended a move to the high, 
dry climate of New Mexico in order to escape the cold and dampness 
of the Windy City's winters. The Mesilla Valley was the site selected and 
the family arrived in El Paso in due course. 

It so happened that an individual named Boggs had, some years earlier, 
purchased and cleared a good-sized tract of valley land in the vicinity of 
Chamberino, on the west side of the Rio Grande, a few miles above the 
Texas-New Mexico border. After having removed the heavy growth of 
tornillo and some of the ancient cottonwood trees, which might have 
witnessed the glint of sun from the helmets and armor of the followers 
of Oiiate, Espejo and other Spaniards on their journey to New Spain 
by way of the Pass of the North, Boggs erected a good, two-story brick 
house for employes and a windmill for a household water supply. The 
land was planted in alfalfa and the Boggs Ranch, as it was known, was 
in operation as a stock farm for the raising of blooded horses. 

After a few years, the venture proved to be unprofitable and, at the 
time the Morleys reached El Paso, Boggs was seeking to recover some of 
his capital by selling the ranch. 

The Morleys learned of the place and after an inspection decided that 
it would be a suitable home and, possibly, a self-supporting one for Mrs. 
Morley and the boy while Mr. Morley returned to his post with the rail
road company. Accordingly, the deal was made and Mrs. Morley, her 
son and a young lady companion settled down to housekeeping. 

Since quite a large acreage was now in cultivation a number of work
ers were employed on the ranch. Several of these people came from across 
the border from Old Mexico, a few miles west of the river and some had 
their families with them. They occupied the quarters built by Boggs and 
appeared to be contented with their lot. 

Mrs. Morley had managerial ability and ran the property and its 
employes with a taut rein. Unfortunately, Roland, who was a handsome 
boy and was making long strides on his road to health, was exempt from 
control by her firm hand. He had been given a pony, complete with 
saddle and saddle rope, with which he was soon proficient. 

He had a profound contempt and even a dislike for those whom he 
considered his inferiors and that included the workers on the farm. 

[124] 
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The original liking felt for him by the gentle natives waned and, in its 
place a growing hostility appeared. 

One of his favorite sports was to toss the noose of his reata over the 
head and shoulders of an unsuspecting native and giving it a none too 
gentle jerk. At first, this was accepted as boyish fun but, when the game 
was extended to the lassoing of their children, tempers rose. The boy 
learned Spanish rapidly and frequently employed some of the language's 
more opprobrious epithets in addressing the workers and their offspring. 

Matters went from bad to worse and, after the kerosene lanterns in the 
houses were turned out at night, there were curses and unuttered threats. 

The climax came one evening when, late on a day on which he had 
been exceptionally overbearing to the workers, Roland rode off to follow 
the goat trails and footpaths through the bosque surrounding the ranch. 

Supper time came but Roland did not. He had been late before and 
Mrs. Morley, though annoyed, was not particularly worried and she and 
Miss Mead, her companion, ate a somewhat silent meal. Orders were 
given to the household servants to put aside food for the boy. 

Darkness fell and, as it deepened, alarm grew. The mother called the 
men who lived on the place and sent them out with lanterns by twos and 
threes, to scour the surrounding bosque. By ten o'clock, all the searchers 
had returned and all reported the failure of their mission. During the 
dark hours, the boy's pony, still saddled and bridled, reached home and 
stood patiently at the corral gate until discovered there at day-break. 

All night the lamps burned in the big brick house from which sleep 
had fled and, at dawn, the search was resumed. 

At mid-morning, two of the men were forcing their way through the 
thick tornillo growth when one of them grasped the arm of the other. 
"Mira,'' he said, "un cabresto !" (A rope. ) 

A rope it was, one end fastened to a limb of a giant cottonwood, the 
other obscured by the underbrush. With silent foreboding the pair looked 
at each other, then made their way to a point where the entire tree was 
visible. There they stood, gazing in horror at what they saw. 

Handsome face distorted and tongue protruding, Roland Morley swung 
to and fro in the clear morning sun, strangled by the very noose that 
he had so often used to torment the natives. 

The self-appointed executioners were never found but, since several 
of the men from south of the border asked for their time and left on the 
day that the boy's body was found, it was generally surmised that they 
had perpetrated the crime. 

Seventy years is a long, long time, but memory is even longer, so it may 
be that there are others now living who can recall the events here related. 
They were such as might well linger in the mind and so the tragedy at 
Chamberino, after three score years and ten, lingers on in mine. 



THE WOMAN'S CLUB OF EL PASO: 1894-1945 
by MARY S. CUNNINGHAM 

The Woman's Club of El Paso is proud of its history and its achieve
ments. It is not only the oldest woman's club in Texas but it is also the 
mother and handmaid of a number of other clubs as, for examples, the 
Pan American Round Table, the Drama Study Club, the MacDowell 
Club, the Woman's Choral Club, the Art Study Club, the Book Club, 
the Garden Club, and the Woman's Department of the Chamber of 
Commerce. In addition, it has performed yeoman service in making the 
people of El Paso aware of their civic responsibilities. It has fought suc
cessfully for a public library, weed eradication, renovation of Liberty 
Hall and a juvenile court, as well as for many other projects and pro
grams. Indeed, throughout the years the members of the Woman's Club 
have been in the forefront of every movement for the betterment of their 
beloved city at the Pass to the North. 

Mrs. W. W. Mills' is recognized as the founder of the Woman's Club 
when, in May, 1894, she invited a small group to meet in her home. 
The group continued to meet informally until April 30, 1895, when it 
was officially organized with elected officers, Mrs. Mills being elected the 
first president. The women adopted as the name of their organization, 
The Current Topics Club. Its purpose was to form a cultural center for 
its members and to assist in bettering the physical, intellectual and moral 
conditions in the community. This goal has been strictly adhered to 
throughout the years. 

Actually, it is difficult if not impossible to pinpoint the exact date of 
the founding of the Woman's Club. As early as 1881 a number of El 
Paso women banded together for the purpose of helping to establish 
churches, schools and other worthwhile institutions and organizations. 
Eight years later some of these same women formed the "Study Circle." 
Then, in 1894, the Study Circle was reorganized and named the "Cur
rent Topics Club." Finally, in 1898, the group's name was changed to 
the "Woman's Club of El Paso." 

A history of the Woman's Club would not be complete without some 
discussion of the early history of the El Paso Public Library. In fact, the 
history of the two institutions were so interwoven in the early years that 
it is almost impossible to separate them. This was due to the fact that 
Miss Mary I. Stanton, at the time a teacher in the public schools, had 
an excellent library and conducted a "Reading Room for Boys" in the 
old Sheldon Building.2 Miss Stanton's objective was to provide whole
some entertainment for the boys after school hours, at a time when the 
streets of the city afforded doubtful forms of recreation. Incidentally, 
the establishment of this library marked it as the first children's library 
in the United States. Miss Stanton offered her one-room library as an 
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assembly room for the Woman's Club. It was during the club's sojourn 
there that Miss Stanton decided to give her books as a nucleus for a 
public library. The Club members cooperated with her in establishing 
the Ii brary which today ranks among the best in the United States. 
Through the years the Woman's Club has given staunch support in the 
form of money and books to the library and has always had members 
serving on its board of directors. 

In the beginning the membership of the Woman's Club was limited 
to ten and the yearly dues to ten cents. The idea was to keep the Club 
small so that meetings could be held in homes of the members when neces
sary. Before long, however, it was felt that the Club should be opened to 
an unlimited membership and after much debate the idea was adopted. 
Because of the increased membership and the evergrowing popularity of 
the Club Miss Stanton's one-room library was soon outgrown and the 
Club was forced to move. After moving several times the members settled 
down comfortably in the office of the county judge, in what was thought 
to be more or less permanent quarters. This was not to be, however, be
cause the judge decided after awhile that he had greater need for his 
office space than did the women and thus they were compelled to move 
again, first to an office in the city hall and then to Chopin Hall. 

Meanwhile, in December, 1898, the Club joined the year-old National 
Federation of Women's Clubs and the following year it affiliated with 
the Texas State Federation of Women's Clubs that had been organized 
only the previous year. That fall the Club sent its first delegate to the 
state convention and she returned with the honor of having been elected 
the Federation's fifth vice president. The following year the Club sent a 
delegate to the State Federation Convention in Dallas and she returned 
with enthusiasm for a department club. The El Paso Club already boasted 
of several departments such as current events, literature, music, ceramic, 
travel, and art culture, but their organization and relationship to the 
mother club did not follow the department idea of the Federation. Their 
existence, however, made the adoption of the department idea easier and 
the women decided to give it a trial. But it was found that the smallness 
of the membership of the mother club did not warrant so many depart
ments and all but two, therefore, were disbanded. 

In attempting to carry out its purpose as an organization the Club 
gave liberally of its time as well as of its money to all worthwhile under
takings. Its attention was now directed to the need for a kindergarten 
and with its establishment it proved to be the first in the State of Texas. 
Also the Club continued for a long time to give ten dollars a month to 
the library and twenty-five dollars a month for a physical culture teacher 
in the high school. 
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Another "first" for the Club was the introduction of Bermuda grass 
to El Paso. Mrs. Leigh Clark returned from a visit to Kentucky with a 
gunny sack of Bermuda seed which she distributed among her friends. 
Some of the seed was planted in San Jacinto Plaza. In spite of their being 
assured by skeptics that it would not grow in this climate, the women 
were undaunted in their determination to make a beauty spot of the Plaza 
which had been the center of life in El Paso since the 1850's. The city 
did not have adequate equipment to keep the grass watered and the club 
women trudged down town daily with their own garden hose to keep the 
soil moistened. The beautiful green square in the heart of the present-day 
city, surrounded by tall office buildings, hotels and attractive shops, bears 
mute evidence of the effort the Woman's Club members contributed to 
the beautification in their community. 

Like all organizations of a similar nature the Woman's Club of El Paso 
was often pressed for money. In 1899, a grand fancy ball was given at 
the court house and later another dance, called the "Century Ball," was 
given at the Sheldon Hotel. The president led the grand march as Queen 
Isabella, escorted by the commander of Fort Bliss" as Columbus. A rather 
large sum of money was realized from these two affairs. The Club also 
assumed charge of the "Mexican Village" in El Paso's mid-winter car
nival and was well paid financially for its efforts. 

Many hilarious incidents have occurred in the Club's eternal quest for 
money and as "All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy," the mem
bers had fun along with their money making. There was the time for 
instance, when a Kermis was held to replenish the depleted treasury. 
Professor Mahler, a dancing master, was engaged to conduct it. The 
rehearsals were held in the Club room which at that time was over a meat 
market. Some of the dances, especially those of the "Indians" with their 
war clubs and the "Dutch" girls with their wooden shoes, each group in 
turn beating on the floor, were evidently too much for the people below. 
A number of times an irate man burst into the room and declared that 
the noise must stop. The rehearsals continued and the kermis was a great 
financial and social success. 

In 1904, the Club brought the eminent pianist Ottokar Molek• to El 
Paso and the noted humorists, Jerome K. Jerome5 and Charles Battle 
Loomis.6 The following year during the Miners Convention, the Club 
sponsored a concert which netted more than five hundred dollars. Later 
a Valentine Ball was sponsored. This was proclaimed the most beautiful 
affair ever given in El Paso. All in all, these festivities brought the state 
of the treasury to a point thought sufficient for all needs and the women 
settled back to rest on their laurels. 
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The year 1905 was a memorable one for two reasons: first, one of the 
members was elected to the office of State Vice President; and, secondly, 
preparations got under way to host the State Federation in November, 
1906. Convention time soon rolled around and to add to the glory of the 
occasion the Club was notified that the president of the National Federa
tion would be in attendance. Plans moved along smoothly and delegates 
began to arrive. Club members were congratulating themselves that all 
was well when, to the amazement of everyone, a heavy snowstorm de
scended upon the city. The lack of sidewalks and the mud and slush that 
followed in the wake of the storm did not, however, dampen the en
thusiasm and hopes of the delegates. They came, they saw, they were 
conquered. Because of the days and weeks of preparatory work, the 
convention was a great success in spite of the bad weather and the many 
little things that often happen to upset the best laid plans. Among the 
entertainments given the visitors were an informal reception at the Craw
ford Theater, a Mexican luncheon in Juarez, a reception at the Elk's 
Home and a trolley car ride around the city. The visiting delegates left 
with the El Paso women a keen enthusiasm and a realization of the tre
mendous work that can be accomplished through properly directed ef
forts. 

As the years passed the problems confronting the Club women grew 
in number and seriousness. The women played a large part in gaining 
recognition of the need for adequate pure food laws; they spurred their 
congressman to vote for measures which they approved and they dabbled 
in politics. In fact, politics played an important part in the early life of 
El Paso and, strange as it may seem, the Woman's Club was not entirely 
free from its intriguing influence. However, because of some of the ill 
results of their dabbling the women deemed it wise to add the following 
article to the Club's by-laws: "For the sake of harmony and unhampered 
service, the Woman's Club shall enter into no political discussions or 
affiliations." 

At about this time the women became interested in the many youthful 
offenders who were invading the criminal courts of the city and county. 
As a result of the women's untiring efforts the county established a ju
venile court. Their interest in young people was further manifested with 
the establishment of a scholarship fund. In 1912, for instance, Mrs. W.R. 
Brown formed an organization called the "Scholarship Club." The name 
was later changed to the "College Woman's Club" and this became the 
nucleus for the local chapter of the American Association of University 
Women. Under Mrs. Brown's direction two scholarships of $300.00 each 
were awarded at the El Paso High School graduation exercises on May 
25 , 1912. The recipients were Gladys Strickland who later, as Mrs. W. 
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W. Hawkins, served as president of the Woman's Club. The other was 
Mr. Frank Lyon who was an outstanding attorney in El Paso until his 
untimely death in 1930. 

Meanwhile, the constant necessity of migrating with a piano and one 
hundred and twenty-five chairs instilled in the minds of the women the 
idea for a permanent home. Thus, at the close of 1910, three hundred 
and seventy-five dollars were set aside as a Club house fund. Up to this 
time self-culture, literary stimulus, music and art took precedence over 
ways and means. And why not? There were no utility bills to pay, no 
paint jobs to let, no insurance premiums to make, no notes to be met, 
no janitor bills to worry about, no roofs to be replaced and very little 
rent to pay. Thus, in spite of their natural complacency in money matters, 
the fever to build a club house spread through the membership like a 
contagion. By this time the annual dues were three dollars but this amount 
hardly brought in sufficient revenue to last the year. Consequently, meas
ures of economy and higher dues were thought necessary if a building 
were to be acquired. Meanwhile, Miss Stanton's dream of a public library 
had been realized and the Club had been renting the lecture room in the 
basement for a meeting place. The lecture room was comfortable but the 
ceiling was low and the ventures in oratory and opera often bounced 
back, frightening the audience and making the artist feel self-conscious. 
The following year rent was saved by the women meeting in the home 
of their president. This was no small task, however, as the membership 
now boasted more than a hundred and it was necessary to keep extra 
chairs in the basement and bring them upstairs for the Wednesday after
noon meeting. 

At this time, November, 1910, just a month before she died, Miss 
Thirza L. Wescott, a charter, active, associate and honorary member 
gave her home to the Woman's Club. As the Club was incorporated it 
now became a property owner. However, the house was not suitable for 
club meetings, being too small, so it was rented. Seven years later, after 
the women had built their clubhouse at 1400 N. Mesa Avenue, the Thirza 
home was sold and the money applied to the Club's indebtedness. 

Before the completion of the clubhouse the women met in a room over 
a store on Yandell Boulevard, later in the Christian Church and even
tually in the auditorium of Morehead School. It was while they were 
meeting at Morehead that plans for a club building took definite shape. 
But because of the Club's generosity the building fund had dwindled 
considerably. When the new president took office in 1915 the treasury 
showed a balance of only ten dollars. Thus a drive for funds was agreed 
upon. For years the Woman's Club had given liberally to El Paso and 
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now it was appealing to El Paso for help. The appeal was not in vain. 
Business men as well as the women's friends from all walks of life an
swered the appeal. Consequently, the contract for the building was soon 
let and construction begun. It was completed in 1916 in time for the 
Club's November meeting. 

However, the liberal gifts did not completely cover the cost of the build
ing and a rather large debt was incurred. The task of paying off the debt 
fell upon succeeding presidents. These women were fountains of energy. 
They shouldered the responsibilities with courage and determination. 
Every conceivable means of raising money was considered and acted 
upon, as bazaars, luncheons, rummage sales, dances, fashion shows, flower 
shows, Mexican Village, cake sales, song sales and bridge parties. Most 
of these were very elegant affairs and reams could be written about each 
one of them. Also for seven years the Club brought Popular Concerts to 
El Paso with four concerts each season. These proved to be consummate 
financial successes. As a result the last note on the club house was burned 
in May, 1926. 

During these years of intense fund raising the real purpose of the club 
was never forgotten. The excellent programs were carried out as usual, 
the many civic responsibilities the club had assumed were continued and 
several auxiliaries1 were added. In 1917, for instance, the Junior Aux
iliary, later called the MacDowell Club, was formed. 1920 brought forth 
two auxiliaries, the Woman's Choral Club and the Drama Study Club. 
This latter was active for many years, studying the drama and reviewing 
and producing plays. It was from this organization that the Little Theater 
evolved. The year 1922 brought the addition of a Book Club and so 
popular was this group that the limited membership of one hundred 
twenty-five was always full with a waiting list. It was not until 1928, 
however, that the Book Club was made an auxiliary. Meanwhile, Radio, 
the Club's news publication, came into being, but the depression caused 
an unusual drain on the Club's treasury and the paper was discontinued 
in 1933. Four years later, however, the publication was resumed and the 
name changed to Woman's Club News. Also in 1922 free Spanish lessons 
were given at the club home to all who were interested. 

An interest in flower culture brought the advent of the Flower Show 
in May, 1922, and another one in October. These were the first such 
shows ever held in El Paso and they proved so successful that the women 
decided to make them annual affairs. This keen interest in flower-growing 
unquestionably stimulated the women of the city and it was from this 
experience that the Garden Club was born. This new interest prompted 
the women to promote the planting of trees in the valley, the beautifying 



132 Mary S. Cunningham 

of the highways and the marking of historic spots. 
Two years after the first flower show was organized the Art Study Club 

was formed and in 1925 it was recognized by the Woman's Club as an 
auxiliary. The art group was introduced by the chairman of the Art 
Department and for many years it met in the public library under the 
supervision of the late Mrs. Maude Durlin Sullivan,8 the librarian. The 
women met in the library because of the accessibility of material, books 
and equipment with which to work. Incidentally, Mrs. Sullivan rendered 
invaluable service for many years to both the Art Study Club and the 
Woman's Club and when plans were made to add a room to the library 
as a memorial to her, the two groups considered it a privilege to have 
their names added to the list of donors. 

Throughout its existence the Woman's Club alway& cooperated with 
the Chamber of Commerce. Thus it was only natural that the Chamber 
should join the women in extending an invitation to the State Federation 
of Women's Clubs to hold their 1928 convention in El Paso. The Federa
tion had not met in West Texas for twenty years and it accepted the 
invitation with alacrity and joy. The joint efforts of the two El Paso 
groups were richly rewarded as the meeting was pronounced the most 
colorful, interesting and successful in the history of the state organization. 

In the many years following the completion of the clubhouse many 
improvements and furnishings were found necessary. In addition to the 
normal operating expenses there were the expenses of a formal garden, 
a beautiful stage, a new heating plant, dressing rooms and new draperies. 
As there was not enough money to take care of these innovations a new 
debt was incurred and it took longer to erase this one than the first. One 
of the chief reasons for this difficulty was that new organizations were 
beginning to spring up. Whereas the Woman's Club was once the only 
non-church connected organization in the city, it now had to share the 
city with several groups. Many of the Club's own members were credited 
with creating the new interests. To cite only two examples, one of the 
past presidents organized and was the Chairman-Director of the local 
chapter of the Pan American Round Table and another past president 
was chosen as the first Chairman-Director of the Woman's Division of 
the Chamber of Commerce. As a result of these varied activities which 
divided the interests of the women, the membership of the Woman's 
Club was not so large as it once was. 

Then came the depression and a bank failure to greet the new pres
ident just three months after her installation. The Club was devoid of 
funds. But the president and the membership rallied as they always had 
in times of emergency and soon the women were in a position to help 
themselves as well as to render service to the community. Soup kitchens 
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were sponsored in the schools to feed the undernourished children and,. 
with the aid of voluntary contributions, this work was continued for sev
eral years. During the school year ending in May, 1933, approximately 
seven hundred and eighty-five children were fed daily in ten schools and a 
total of nearly fifteen thousand meals were served monthly. The Woman's 
Club was credited with saving the schools an estimated twenty thousand 
dollars, as many of these children were able, with proper food, to make 
better grades and thereby lower the percentage of failures. 

The following year the sun appeared over the horizon a little brighter. 
The Club's finances were in better condition and three new auxiliaries 
were added- the Young Matron's Auxiliary, the Junior Woman's Club 
and the Business Woman's Study Club. These proved to be active groups 
with memberships totaling one hundred eighty-five. By 1936, the sun 
had returned in all of its splendor. The Club's notes were refinanced and 
some were paid. Life memberships were made available for the first 
time. And an invitation was extended to the Eighth District of the State 
Federation to hold its first convention in El Paso the following spring. 

The nine succeeding years were filled with varied and stimulating 
programs and activities. Medals were presented to the three members who 
had done most for the Club. These were Mrs. W.R. Brown, Mrs. S. H. 
Sutherland and Mrs. Olga Kohlberg, posthumously. Mrs. Kohlberg's 
name had already been placed on the state honor roll in Austin. Mrs. 
Brown had previously been honored by having a music study hall in El 
Paso High School named for her in tribute to her untiring efforts in 
having music placed in the public schools. And Mrs. Sutherland was 
given recognition as the driving force which made the Club building a 
reality. These nine years were also filled with concentrated efforts to 
replenish the Club's funds in order to continue its many charities, to make 
needed repairs, and to replace, refinance, and to pay off the notes. Many 
worthwhile projects were sponsored to take care of these obligations, as 
a Hobby Show, a Chuck Wagon Dinner, a Jam and Jelly School, a Cook
ing School, a Class in Public Speaking, Personality and Diction, a sale 
of Texas Centennial Post Cards, a Country Store, Luncheons, Card Par
ties and the publication of a "Know El Paso Book," a very comprehen
sive guide book to the city. 

Then came the Second World War! The self-imposed tasks of the 
women during that conflict proved too many in number and too wide 
in scope to attempt a full account in this short narrative. Let it suffice 
to note that the membership spent uncounted hours in various phases of 
war work and that they loaned their clubhouse to the Red Cross for 
its headquarters, and for a surgical dressing center. Also the women 
presented monthly programs at William Beaumont Hospital for the sick 
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and wounded soldiers. And they sold war bonds in the amount of thou
sands of dollars. 

During the war, in May, 1944, the Woman's Club celebrated its 
Golden Jubilee. On this momentous occasion the Club was absolved once 
more of all debts. The mortgage was burned at a beautifully appointed 
luncheon, exactly eighteen years after the first notes were burned. The 
sale of forty-three life memberships, supplemented by a small amount 
from the treasury, made possible the burning of the mortgage. Previously 
nine life memberships had been sold. In this Golden Jubilee year the Club 
was again co-hostess, with the five other federated clubs in the city, to 
the Eighth District Convention. The convention was very ably managed 
by the Chairman of the Young Matron's Auxiliary. The president of the 
Eighth District and one of the members of the General Federation staff 
who was present, said the meeting would do credit to a general Federa
tion Convention. 

El Paso has long been noted for its hospitality and the Woman's Club 
has contributed its share in winning this reputation. Over the years the 
Club has been hostess to many of the district, state and national presi
dents, as well as to other notables. It has also had the pleasure of enter
taining many delegates passing through El Paso on their way to biennial 
conventions in other cities. Moreover, for many years the Club sent dele
gates to the national conventions. There were times, however, when the 
treasury would not permit this expenditure. Also, delegates were not sent 
during two years of the war because of the government's appeal to forego 
unnecessary travel. Many state and district offices were offered to El Paso 
delegates and some were accepted. 

For many years the annual art exhibits held in the Club building were 
an outstanding artistic contribution to the city. For two years the exhibits 
were taken to the public in the form of Art Curb shows held in Carnegie 
Library Park. Internationally known artists, some stationed at Fort Bliss, 
were among the exhibitors. The 1944 Curb Show received national recog
nition in the Art Digest Magazine, a well known art publication. Also, 
the women sponsored several local artists with one-man shows which were 
held in the Club auditorium. 

In reviewing the Club's history for the past half century it may be 
noted that many adversities were suffered. These included two bank 
closings, two wars, two mortgages and one depression. However, these 
experiences were not a weakening force in the life of the Club but rather 
a strengthening bond. They instilled in the membership a fortitude which 
might not otherwise have been acquired. Also they served as an inspira
tion to the younger members who in time must assume the responsibilities 
of leadership and perpetuate the high ideals for which the Club has al
ways stood. 
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PRESIDENTS DURING THE FIRST HALF CENTURY 
*Mary Hamilton Mills (Mrs. W. W. ) 1895-1898 
*Fannie Echols Clark (Mrs. Leigh) 1898-1899 
·*Olga Bernstein Kohl berg (Mrs. E. ) 1899-1900 
*Sarah Mott Rawlings (Mrs. J. A. ) 1900-1901 
*0 lga Bernstein Kohl berg (Mrs. E. ) 1901-1902 
*Elizabeth MacMillan Irvin (Mrs. 0. C. ) 1902-1903 
*Emma J. Parsons (Mrs. J. H. ) 1903-1904 
*Florence A. Lewis (Mrs. Rufus A. ) (resigned) 1904-1905 
·*Eugenia Mananyi Schuster (Mrs. M. P. ) 1905-1906 
*Grace Selby Townsend (Mrs. J . E.) 1906-1908 
-I<· Sarah M. Hale (Mrs. Riel ) 1908-1909 
*Ollie Payne Love (Mrs. J. D. ) . . . 1909-1910 
*Kate Moore Brown (Mrs. W. R. ) 1910-1911 
*Fanny Smith Fennell (Mrs. Samuel J. ) 1911-1912 
*Blanche Moore Averill (Mrs. A. P. ) . 1912-1914 
.,. Lillian Merrihew Pearce (Mrs. J. J. ) (resigned ) 1914-1915 
*Katherine Spaulding Foster (Mrs. W. S. ) 1914-1915 
*Carrie Findley Sutherland (Mrs. S. H. ) 1915-1917 
*Emma Roberts Stevens (Mrs. C. B. ) 1917-1919 
Ada Lane Lorentzen (Mrs. Julius W. ) 1919-1920 

*Margaret Dale Owen (Mrs. Will T. ) 1920-1921 
Ynez Dwyer Christie (Mrs. Hal E. ) 1921-1922 
Eva S. Metz (Mrs. 0. F. ) . . . . 1922-1924 
Betty Newcomb Brunner (Mrs. George) 1924-1925 
Marie Shelton Howe (Mrs. W. D.) 1925-1926 

*Jennie Robinson Warner (Mrs. M.A. ) . 1926-1927 
*Josephine Faulkner Seward (Mrs. Frank W. ) 1927-1928 
*Maud Lafferty Kaster (Mrs. J. J. ) 1928-1929 
*Aimee Lyon Mayer (Mrs. Max) 1929-1930 
*Katherine S. Shannon (Mrs. Hugh S. ) 1930-1931 
·*Edna Burke Taylor (Mrs. Lytton R .) 1931-1932 
*Sophia Sasr Hardage (Mrs. Earl R. ) 1932-1933 
*Mary Fisher Hughes (Mrs. Frank A. ) 1933-1934 
Florence Ament Watkins (Mrs. R. Samuel) 1934-1935 

*Nelle Carr Stockwell (Mrs. Walter E.) . 1935-1936 
*Jennie Maye Langston Nickey (Mrs. Laurence N. ) 1936-1937 

Sarah Collings Harper (Mrs. Clarence W. ) 1937-1938 
*Mabel McConnell Bryant (Mrs. Frank R. ) 1938-1939 
·*Ra;e Kronig Nordwald (Mrs. Otto ) . . 1939-1940 
·*Laura Ramsey Barada (Mrs. John G.) 1940-1941 
Rosalye Johnston Achterberg (Mrs. John ) . 1941-1942 

*Bessie Pearcy Orgain (Mrs. J. Clint) 1942-1943 
Mary Smith Cunningham (Mrs. Robert E. ) 1943-1944 
Gladys Lundy Fox (Mrs. Chris P.) 1944-1945 
Gladys Strickland Hawkins (Mrs. William W. ) 1945-1946 

*Deceased. 

* 
REFERENCES 

1. Mrs. William Wallace (Mary I. ) Mills was the eldest daught e r of T exas' 
Reconstruction Governor, Andrew ]. Hamilton . The Mills were married on 
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February 8, 1869.- W. W. Mills, Forty Years at El Paso: 1858-1898, introduc
tion and notes by Rex W. Strickland (EI Paso, 1862), 19, 21. 

2. The old Sheldon Building was in the center of activities in early El Paso. Facing 
the Pioneer Plaza on the west, it was bounded on the other three sides by Mills, 
Oregon and Sheldon streets. It was erected as an office building in 1884 and 
converted into the Sheldon Hotel in 1900. It was in the old office building that 
Miss Stanton had her reading room for boys and that the Current Topics Club 
met. 

3. The officer may have been major Robert H. R. Loughborough who commanded 
Fort Bliss from June 12, 1899 to September 6, 1901. There were several com
manders, some of whom were not identified, during the first half of 1899. Major 
Loughborough must have been very active in civic affairs because the citizens 
of El Paso on July 20, 1900, presented him with a gold watch and chain. 

Fort Bliss was situated from 1893 to 1913 on the rim of Lanoria Mesa, five 
miles northeast of the center of El Paso. To reach the rim make a sharp right 
turn immediately after entering present-day Fort Bliss through the Pershing 
gate. Lanoria is Spanish for well. Locomotives of the Southern Pacific Railroad 
stopped at the foot of the mesa for water from the well on the mesa.- Richard 
K. McMaster, Musket, Saber and Missile: A History of Fort Bliss (El Paso, 
1962), 38, 36. 

4. Ottokar Molek may not have been so eminent a pianist as his contemporaries 
believed. He is not found in the Dictionary of American Biography, Dictionary 
of National Biography or in any of the major encyclopedias. 

5. Jerome Klapka Jerome (1859-1929) was an English humorist and playwright. 
Described as "warm, unsatirical and unintellectual" he won an affectionate 
public for his books, plays and lectures. Some of his better known books are: 
Three Men in a Boat (1889) ; Diary of a Pilgrimage (1891); and Three Men 
on the Bummel (1900). His best known stage play is The Passing of the Third 
Floor Back ( 1909) .- Encyclopedia Britannica. 

6. Charles Battle Loomis (1861-1911) was born in Brooklyn, New York. He at
tended Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute without graduating. With a remarkable 
voice and a humorous manner his reputation as a "public reader" kept pace 
with his reputation as a writer. Among his writings are: Cheerful Americans 
(1903), A Bath in an English Tub (1907), and Just Irish (1909). 

In 1905 Loomis accompanied Jerome on a platform tour through the United 
States and subsequently through England.- Dictionary of American Biography. 

7. The Woman's Club is not a federation or union of clubs. Rather, it is a club 
complete within itself. However, it does sponsor other clubs and these are called 
auxiliaries. They are formed subject to the approval of the board of directors 
of the Woman's Club and the by-laws are written under the supervision of the 
by-laws committee of the Woman's Club. The auxiliaries credit one-third of 
their annual net proceeds to the sponsoring club. In most of the groups mem
bership in the Woman's Club is a requirement. It should also be noted that 
membership in the Woman's Club as well as in the auxiliaries is by invitation 
only. 

8. Mrs. Sullivan was elected to El Paso's Hall of Honor in 1962. For the nomi
nating address see Betty Mary Goetting, "Maud Durlin Sullivan," PASSWORD, 
VIII, No. 1 (Spring, 1963), 11-14. 

The City Directory, 1890, lists Robert C. Lightbody and William M. James 
as "merchant tailors, clothiers, and furnishers, 212 and 214 El Paso Street." 

"Old Mexicans" is a reference to the Aztecs who inhabited the central 
tableland- mesa central- of Mexico when Cortez arrived in 1519. 

Westport, now part of Kansas City, gradually replaced Independence, 
Missouri, as the jumping-off place for the "far West." 

Peralta, New Mexico, was the scene of a battle in the Civil War, April, 
1862. 



BOOK REVIEWS 
LAND OF MANY FRONTIERS: A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN 

SOUTHWEST 
by ODIE B. FAULK 

(New York: Oxford University Press, 1968, $7.50) 

The author of this book is currently Associate Professor· of History at Okla
homa State University. His Doctor of Philosophy degree is from Texas Tech
nological College at Lubbock, and he has served on the faculties of Texas 
A & M University, the University of Arizona, and Arizona Western College. 
He also was employed on the staff of the Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society. 
All of that is just another way of stating that Faulk has spent most of his 
thirty-five or so years in the Southwest, the region of which he writes. 

Faulk describes the Southwest as West Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and 
Southern California, with a touch of the southern portions of Nevada, Utah, 
and Colorado. He states that "if a semicircle were drawn from Santa Bar
bara, California, to Corpus Christi, Texas, the Southwest would lie between 
that line and the Mexican border." Then he concludes that the line is both 
"arbitrary" and "not precisely accurate." This dilemma of defining the 
Southwest has been going on for decades now as students seek to locate and 
evaluate the particular characteristics that make a person a "Southwest
erner." Here we have Faulk's definition which, even though not the final 
authority, is every bit as workable as those of Lynn Perrigo, Our Spanish 
Southwest, and W. Eugene Hollon, The Southwest: Old and New, the two 
most recent books on the subject. 

Faulk's presentation is mainly chronological, beginning with Cabeza de 
Vaca and ending with the twentieth century. In 324 pages he explains his
torically that which makes the "atmosphere" of the Southwest. Faulk traces 
all of the major movements-the Spanish and Mexican and the Anglo Amer
ican, miners, cowboys, soldiers, merchants, oil drillers, and politicians. The 
currents and counterforces of these receive due consideration, but the scope 
is so broad, being a survey like it is, that little is covered in depth while much 
is explained in breadth. Author Faulk gives little that is new, but he does 
add considerable to the known as a result of his facile pen. His interpreta
tions are clear and in the main correct; especially is this so for the Spanish 
period which he understands so well. In that era he brings order by using 
just enough example to sustain the continuity. Many other writers have pro-
vided only a chaotic understanding of that turbulent period. . 

The book is a good one because it accomplishes what it sets out to do. 
Moreover, it is readable, superior in every way to Hollon's and Perrigo's 
recent efforts. That is not to say the book is perfect. One has to notice the 
redundancy in "Rio Grande River" in the map on p. 124, and one suspects 
that the street signs in El Paso are not "bi-lingual" (p. 303). In fact, I doubt 
that they talk at all. The section on "Social and Cultural Events in the South
west" (pp. 316-321 ) has been edited to the point of being worthless. Faulk 
acknowledges that his bibliographical note is not comprehensive, but some 
omissions cannot go without comment. Two recent works by Joseph M. 
Nance entitled After San Jacinto and Attack and Counter-Attack are exam
ples of such omissions. The name of the man who wrote Laughing Boy is 
not "La Frage" (p. 331), but it is a La Farge. 
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The book has few maps and no illustrations, but it is a good book. It 
should serve admirably as a college textbook, a purpose for which it was no 
doubt intended. 
The University of T exas at El Paso 

THE CAPARISONED HORSE 
by RrcHARD K. McMASTER 

(El Paso, Texas, C/P Books) 

- JAMES M. DAY 

Richard K . McMaster's, The Caparisoned Horse, has all of the elements 
of exciting fiction: action, adventure, romance. The book is an historical 
novel based on The Gila Expedition of 1857 against the Apaches in Arizona 
Territory. 

Using the journals of Lieutenants J. V. D. DuBois and Henry M. Lazelle, 
and The Annual Report of the Secretary of War, McMaster has recon
structed the essential facts of that summer's Indian campaign and managed 
to weave two fictional romances into the story as well. There are characters 
for every taste - infantrymen, cavalrymen, handsome officers, a beautiful 
Indian maiden and a sutler's comely daughter, an immoral Indian agent, 
and the Indians themselves. 

Recapturing the mood of the historical past is difficult in a novel, but 
McMaster has succeeded admirably. Details of the hardships of frontier 
service evoke sympathy from the reader for McMaster's characters. Hazard
ous duty, inedible rations, unsatisfactory mounts and equipment, poor fringe 
benefits- such as pensions and furloughs- and scarcity of whiskey, paint a 
bleak picture of frontier life for the courageous, long suffering military men. 

Although the results of the Gila Campaign were somewhat questionable 
in terms of their success, McMaster has ended the book happily in spite of 
the shortcomings of his resource material. After completion of the campaign, 
the sutler's beautiful daughter - Margie McCracken - ensnares the most 
dashing lieutenant of them all - Walter Gunn - and the reader is left to 
assume that they will spend the rest of their lives in wedded bliss in the East. 
University of Texas at El Paso - KENNETH A. GOLDBLATT 

The arroba is roughly twenty-five pounds, actually 25.36 pounds avoir
dupois. 

During much of the nineteenth century the larger portion of cotton goods 
in Mexico was not made in regular factories but by itinerant weavers. The 
rebojo maker of Pueblo, for instance, travelled about and might be found 
with his spinning-wheel and hand-loom in different places, even at the dis
tance of 300 miles. 

- Bancroft, History of M exico 

It is generally believed that the first child of American parents born in 
Arizona was Gila Howard. His parents together with a doctor and a clergy
man were making a voyage down the Gila River in a fl.at-boat in November, 
1851, when the birth occurred. 

- Bancroft, History of Arizona and N ew M exico 



BOOK NOTICES 
Recently published books of interest to Society members 

Ancient Life in the American Southwest with an Introduction on the 
General History of the Am erican Race (Biblo and Tannen, New York, 
1968 ; 392 pp., illus., index, $12.50 ). Reprint of Bobbs-Merrill 1958 edition. 
By Edgar L. Hewett. 

Bajor: Land of Lost Missions (Naylor Co., San Antonio, Texas, 1968 ; 
161 pp., illus., maps, suppl., $4.95 ). By Marquis McDonald with Glenn N . 
Oster. 

Bill Nye's W estern Humor (University of Nebraska, Lincoln, $4.75 ). 
Edited by T. A. Larson. 

Cliff Dwellers (Naylor Co., San Antonio, Texas, 1968 ; 164 pp., illus., 
$4.95 ) . By W. E. S. Folsom-Dickerson. 

Do Not Among the Indians (MacMillan Co., New York, 1968 ; 173 pp., 
$4.50 ) . Illustrated by Harold Goodwin. By Betty Baker. 

The Eastern Establishment and the W es tern Experience; The W est of 
Frederic R emington, Theodore Roosevelt, and Owen Wister (Yale Univer
sity, New Haven, 1968 ; 238 pp., biblio ., index, $6. 75 ) . By G. Edward White. 

Edible Native Plants of the Rocky Mountains (University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque, 1967; 391 pp., illus., biblio ., notes, index, $8.95 ). Illustrated 
by Y. Matsumura. By H . D. Harrington. 

Estevanico the Black (Westernlore Press, Los Angeles, 1968; 155 pp., 
frontis., biblio., index, $6.95 ). By John Upton Terrell. 

Famous Guns that Won the W est (Arco Publishing, New York, 1968 ; 
110 pp., illus., $3.50 ) . By James Wyckoff. 

Forgotten People: A Study of N ew M exicans (Calvin Hom, Albuquerque, 
1967; 98 pp., illus., $5.75 ). By George I. Sanchez. 

A Guide to W estern Ghost Towns (Superior Publishing Co., Seattle, 1967; 
96 pp., illus., maps, index, $2.25 ). By Lambert Florin. 

History of the American Frontier 1763-1893 (Morman S. Berg, Publisher, 
Dunwoody, Ga., 1968; 598 pp., maps, index, $11.50 ) . Reprint of the 1924 
Houghton Mifflin edition. 

Penny-an-Acre Empire in the West (University of Oklahoma, Norman, 
1968; 268 pp., maps, index, $6.95 ). Collected and edited by Edgar I. Stewar. 

Pioneer T exas Buildings: A Geometry L esson (University of Texas, Aus
tin, $12.50 ). By Clovis Heimsath. 

San Juan Bautista: Gateway to Spanish T exas (University of Texas, Aus
tin, 1968; 469 pp., illus., biblio., index, $8.50 ). By Robert S. Weddle. 

Southwest Indian Craft Arts (University of Arizona, Tucson, 1968; 206 
pp., illus., map, biblio., notes, index, $15.00 ). By Clara Lee Tanner. 

The T exans: What They Are-and Why (William Morrow & Co., New 
York, 1968 ; 241 pp., index, $5.95 ). By David Nevin. 

Th e Baron of Arizona (John Day, $6.95 ) . By E. H. Cookridge. 
Charles M. Russell: Paintings, Drawings, and Sculpture in the Amon, 

G. Carter Collection (University of Texas Press, $17.50 ). By Frederick G. 
Renner. 
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The Dark Corner of the Confederacy: Accounts of Civil War T exas Told 
by Contemporaries (Wm. C. Brown Book Co., Dubuque, Iowa, $3.95 ). Com. 
and ed. by B. P. Gallaway. 

Favor the Bold: Cu st er, The Civil War Y ears (Holt, Rin ehart and 
Winston, $6.95 ) . By D. A. Kinsley. 

The Great Frontier (University of Texas Press, $6.00). By Walter Prescott 
Webb. 

The Home Book of W estern Humor (Dodd, Mead, and Co., $7 .50 ) . Ed. 
by Philip H. Ault. 

Jackass Express and other W estern Stories (Exposition Press, $4.00). By 
Charles Overhill. 

The Peyote R eligion Among the Navaho (Aldine Publishing Co., Chi
cago, $12.50 ) . By David F. Aberle. 

A Picture R eport of the Custer Fight (Hastings House, $8.50 ). By Wil
liam Reusswig. 

Politics in New M exico (University of New Mexico Press). By Jack Ells
worth. 

R ed Cloud and the Sioux Problems (University of Nebraska Press, $5 .95 ). 
By James C. Olson. 

Some Part of M e (Little, Brown, $6.95 ). By J. Frank Dobbie. 
War Drums and Wagon Wh eels: The Story of Russell, Majors and Wadell 

(University of Nebraska Press, $5.95 ) . By Raymond W. and Mary Lund 
Settle. 

William Sanders Oury: History-Maker of the Southwest (University of 
Arizona Press, $7.50) . By Cornelius C. Smith. 

Sam Houston with the Cherokees: 1829-1833 (University of Texas, Aus
tin, $6.00 ). By Jack Gregory and Rennard Strickland. 

Origin of the War with M exico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue (University 
of Texas, Austin, $5.00 ) . By Glen W. Price. 

Songs of the American W est (University of California, Berkeley, $17.50 ). 
Ed. By Bertha McKee Dobie. 

Valverde, New Mexico, was an important settlement between 1820 and 
1825 but, due to repeated raids by Apaches and Navajos, the inhabitants 
abandoned it in the latter year. On February 21 , 1862, it was the scene of 
a battle when 1750 Confederates routed a Union Army of 3800. The Union 
casualties included 68 killed, 160 wounded, and 35 missing. The Confed
erates listed their losses as 36 killed, 150 wounded, and one missing. At the 
time Valverde was only a name place. 

- Keleher, Turmoil in N ew M exico 

MISS NELLIE BLY "boarded" with Miss Etta Clark at 401 Utah, corner 
E. 2nd Street in 1896, according to the City Directory of that year. 



SOUTHWEST ARCHIVES 
[This column, a permanent feature of PASSWORD, is published as an aid to history 

students]. 

Title : The Bullion ( 1883-1892 ) . Microfilm- 3 reels. 

Location: El Paso Public Library, Reference and Periodicals Dept. 

When a newspaper attempts too much it fails of [sic] its own 
weight. The Bullion is a mining paper and when we are solicited 
to attempt social revolutions, we have no hesitation in declining. 
We are no public or private reformer and it often occurs that in 
disclosing to the world the iniquities of a community instead of 
proving a remedy it only unveils to the outside world a standing 
evil without palliating the misfortune . ... 

Such was the editorial policy and personal philosophy of Charles Longue
mare ( 1841-1904), musician, geologist and publisher of one of the South
west's outstanding mining journals. 

These nine volumes of newspapers, fortunately acquired by the library's 
Southwest Department through the generosity of Professor Longuemare's 
surviving children, R. Noel Longuemare and Mrs. Helen L. Ratermann, 
both of El Paso, probably contain the most uninterrupted account available 
of mining activities in this region and for this early period. 

Longuemare came to New Mexico from St. Louis in the middle seventies, 
supporting himself and his wife by giving piano lessons, and later working 
for Otero, Sellar & Co. as a mining consultant, as related by Miguel A. Otero 
in My Life on the Frontier, 1864-1882. He began publication of his news
paper in Socorro, New Mexico in 1883, but moved it to El Paso in 1887, 
where it was continued until 1892 when the professor, a somnambulist, wan
dered out of a second-story window one night and was left a partial invalid 
for the remainder of his life. 

Practically every Southwesterner of importance had a working interest 
in mining in those days, and the pages of The Bullion are filled with the 
activities of such notables as Judge J. F . Crosby, Ben Schuster, Lord Delavel 
Beresford, A. J. Fountain, Captain Jack Crawford, Britton Davis, A. P. 
Coles, Adolphe Bandelier and others. Of more importance, perhaps, is 
Longuemare's coverage of the news emanating from nearly every mining 
camp in Arizona, New Mexico, Chihuahua and Sonora. He must have been 
a marvellously active man with a legion of literate friends to have been able 
to keep twelve pages of a weekly journal filled with reports from such re
mote districts. 

Coincidentally, at the time the gift of The Bullion was received, the staff 
of the Southwest Department had just finished cataloguing the maps, clip
pings, correspondence and mining reports of James H . Parker, prominent 
El Paso mining engineer. The Parker file covers the same region, but dates 
roughly from 1904 to 1945. Utilized as a supplement to The Bullion, and 
with much additional material available in the Government Documents De
partment of the library, a few scholars could turn out a half-dozen theses 
or books. 
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RECENT ARCHIVAL ACQUISITIONS OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF TEXAS AT EL PASO 

R. E. Thomason collection (papers, scrapbooks ) 
Chris P. Fox collection (personal papers, photos) 
Max Evans, Southwestern novelist (manuscripts ) 
Morgan Brothers collection (photos of early El Paso ) 
Haldeen Braddy collection (manuscripts, personal papers) 
Gordon Frost collection (El Paso court records ) 
R. T. Copenbarger collection (Mexican archives ) 
Rex Strickland papers 
Carl Hertzog collection (papers, photos) 
John McNeely collection (early Mexican railroad material ) 
Aultman collection (early El Paso and Mexican photos ) 
Maude Isaac collection (State Legislature records ) 
Mayor Jos. Sweeney records (circa 1908 ) 
Southern-Pacific collection (early El Paso photos ) 
V. T. Mark collection (early Texas documents) 
Olav E. Eidbo collection (music records ) 
James Cox collection (records of Cox Ranch in Organ Pass ) 

New quarters for the archives are being readied in the nearly-completed library 
addition. 

·l!- -)!- ·l!-

HISTORICAL NOTES 
Through the joint efforts of the El Paso County Historical Society and 

the Junior Chamber of Commerce a fund was raised for the erection of a 
suitable building to house Old No. 1, the historic locomotive of the El Paso 
Southwestern Railroad. Constructed on the campus of the University of 
Texas at El Paso, the building was dedicated on the eighth of October. Mr. 
James J. Crook of the Jaycees served as master of ceremonies and Mr. Chris 
P. Fox gave the dedicatory address. Mr. Crook with the aid of Colonel H. 
Crampton Jones of the History Society had spearheaded the drive for the 
building fund. 

Previously, in 1957, PASSWORD recognized the centennial of Old No. 1 
with the publication of an article by The Reverend Adolph A. Stoy, "The 
Centennial of a Locomotive," Vol. II, No. 3. In his article The Reverend 
Stoy stated that the locomotive was built for the Milwaukee and Prarie du 
Chien Railway Company. He has recently discovered, however, that the 
locomotive was built for the Milwaukee and Mississippi R. R. This Com
pany, organized in 1850, went bankrupt in 1860. Then, on January 21, 1861, 
the Milwaukee and Fraire du Chien was organized and purchased the loco
motive from the bankrupt M. & M. Company. In 1889 the locomotive be
came the property of the Arizona & Southeastern Railroad, subsequently 
identified as the El Paso & Southwestern. 

IN MEMORIAM 
MRS. W. G. GLASGOW 

MRs. R. T. HoovER 
Mrss CHARLEE L. KELLY 

MR. PAGE KEMP 
COLONEL WM. J. WUEST 



CONTRIBUTORS to this ISSUE 
BARRY 0. COLEMAN, President of the El Paso County Historical So
ciety, is a graduate of the University of Arkansas with a degree in pharmacy. 
For further biographical data see page 32 of the Spring issue of the present 
volume of PASSWORD. 

COLONEL H. CRAMPTON JONES, U. S. A. (Ret.), is a past president 
of the Society. He is also the author of "The Army Mule," PASSWORD, Vol. 
III, No. 3 (Fall, 1963 ), 107-109. For further biographical data see PASS
WORD, Vol. XI, No. 1 (Spring, 1966 ), 43. 

CHRIS P. FOX is too well known to El Pasoans and, in fact, to Southwest
erners in general to warrant a large biographical sketch. Called "Mr. El 
Paso," Mr. Fox was received into the Hall of Honor a year ago. 

MR. JACK F. FINDLAY, was first introduced to readers of PASSWORD by 
his unusual and gripping story, "The Exit of Toribio Huerta," Vol. VII, 
No. 2 (Spring, 1962 ). Mr. Findlay was born of Scotch parents in Colombo, 
Ceylon, ninety-one years ago. For further biographical data and a photo
graph see page 76 of the PASSWORD cited above. Incidentally, Mr. Findlay 
is the only surviving special deputy to have served under Pat Garrett. It was 
he who found Garrett's body. 

In a letter to the editor Mr. Findlay wrote: "A good many of the inci
dents were related to me by Miss Mead, Mrs. Morley's companion, after 
she became the wife of an Englishman named Robbins. Robbins had a farm 
a couple of miles west of Dona Ana which he subsequently sold to my broth
er-in-law." Mr. Findlay wrote the Morley story entirely from memory. The 
editor checked the facts and found them unusually accurate. 

MARY SMITH CUNNINGHAM was born in McComb, Mississippi. She 
and Judge Robert E. Cunningham were married on June 24, 1924 and two 
weeks later they arrived in El Paso to establish their permanent home. The 
Cunninghams have one daughter, Mary Frances who is married to Dr. J .B. 
Henderson, and two grandchildren, Robert E. and Mary Frances (Francie). 

JAMES E. DAY is Associate Professor of English at the University of Texas 
at EI Paso. He was formerly Director of the Archives Division, Texas State 
Library. 

KENNETH A. GOLDBLATT, instructor in English at the University of 
Texas at EI Paso, will be remembered for his excellent article, "The Double 
Life of Edwin Bliss Hill," PASSWORD, Vol. XIII, No. 1 (Spring, 1968), 4-10. 

THE CARAT is an imaginary weight that expresses the fineness of gold, 
or proportion of pure gold in a mass of metal ; an ounce of gold is divided 
into twenty-four carats, and gold of twenty-two parts out of the twenty-four 
are pure gold, the other parts being silver, copper or other metal. The best 
kind of pewter consists of one hundred parts tin and seventeen of antimony. 

The Bullion (El Paso ), December 15, 1891. 
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