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THE EL PASO COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
HALL OF HONOR - 198.3 

HALL OF HONOR ADDRESS: 
CR~ROADS OF HISTORY 
~by~ 
~ James M. Day ~ 

T
onight (November 13, 1983) we again celebrate our past. For 
23 years now we have chosen to meet thus to give thanks 

and to honor the El Paso we cherish . Our Annual Hall of 
Honor Banquet has come to be an important community symbol 
for that which is prologue. Already we have enrolled 45 individuals 
into the Hall of Honor, and tonight we add two more names to the 
roll of "Outstanding Men and Women of character, vision , courage, 
and creative spirit who have lived in what is presently El Paso Coun

ty; and who have ... made El Paso County better for their having lived 
in it; and who have influenced over a period of years the course 
of history of El Paso County, or by their singular achievements have 
brought honor and recognition to the El Paso community; and who 
have directed us ' toward worthy goals and merit being 

remembered ... as an exemplary guide to our future:' Certainly those 
we honor tonight meet those criteria . 

Let me begin with a few words about our Society. I have served 
as president of other organizations, both regional and statewide, 
but never of one so dynamic as the El Paso County Historical Soci
ety. Its membership includes numbers of persons embarked on in

tellectual journeys along various paths which come together to 
form a thoroughfare, one which steadily widens and lengthens as 
each member contributes ideas, expertise, vision. A major enhance

ment is c'urrently underway in the form of a continuing long-range 
planning committee, which has proposed a set of goals and ob
jectives and which the board has adopted as the first part of the 
plan for the future directions of the Society. In addition to your 
speaker, the persons who drafted the plan are Gertrude Goodman, 

Margaret Mathis, Colbert Coldwell, Mary Ann Dodson, and the Soci
ety's incoming president, Ross Borrett. That is the road to the 
future. 

Dr. Day, Professor o f En g lish a t The Uni versity of Texas at El Paso and also 
Directo r o f t he Centennia l Museum, completed a second consecutive te rm 
as Society president o n December 31 , 1983 . 
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The bypaths of the past which have brought us to this crossing 
are most intriguing. Both of the persons we recognize tonight made 
significant contributions to the development of the El Paso Public 
Library Association. Felix Martinez helped to clear the trail on 
January 23, 1902, when he, along with Mary Burrows Ramsey and 
Richard F. Burges, serving as a committee of the directors, accepted 
a gift of $35,000 from Andrew Carnegie for the erection "of a Free 
Public Library in our City:' Martinez later gave 700 volumes to the 
Library, and his estate donated 500 more. Then in 1921, Elizabeth 
Hooks Kelly joined the Library staff-and devoted the next 42 years 
of her life to that roadway's constant improvement. 

Another path leading to this evening's intersection follows the 
route of the Elephant Butte Dam. The record shows that three of 
the first five persons inducted into this Hall of Honor were involved 
in the building of the Library and /or the Elephant Butte Dam. In 
1961, Lawrence Milton Lawson became the first living honoree. 
Lawson was the engineer in charge of the Elephant Butte project 
beginning in 1913. In 1962, Richard F. Burges and Maud Durlin 
Sullivan were posthumously inducted into the Hall of Honor. Burges 
had held a place on the first Library board', an endeavor he sup
ported for the remainder of his life, and he was one of those who 
"conceived and promoted the construction of Elephant Butte 
Dam':._as was Felix Martinez. Maud Sullivan was appointed Librarian 
at the Public Library in 1912, thereby becoming the "guardian of 
El Paso's culture:' 

Richard Burges left another legacy in his daughter, Jane Burges 
Perrenot, a lady who once again brings the Library, the Historical 
Society, and the Hall of Honor together at this crossroad. Last year, 
she represented the family at the induction of William Martin 
Yandell. She holds a lifetime chair on the Public Library Board. And 
now, through her dedication and generosity she is helping this 
Historical Society achieve one of its long-range objectives. She has 
offered, and the board has accepted, the gift of her home at 603 
West Yandell to become the headquarters of the Society. She is also 
offering the monetary sources to sustain the home, and she says 
definitely that the books will go to the El Paso Public Library. 

That focuses us on the crossroads where we stand tonight, on 
Elizabeth Hooks Kelly and Felix Martinez and all that they have 
done to earn their right to induction into the Hall of Honor.* 
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THE EL PASO COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
HALL OF HONOR - 1983 

TRIBUTE TO 
FELIX MARTINEZ 
~ by ~ 

Deane Miller · 

C ongratulations to the El Paso County Historical Society for 

naming Felix Martinez to its Hall of Honor. As the Historical 
Society honors Mr. Martinez, so does it honor itself. 

It was with pride that I nominated Mr. Martinez to the Hall of 
Honor. It is with pride that I review, briefly, his background and 
outstanding contributions which make him worthy of this 
distinguished honor. And I thank his granddaughter, Rosita Mar

tinez Horwitz, for allowing me to pay tribute to a truly great pioneer 

leader. 
Felix Martinez was born in 1857 in Taos, New Mexico; he died on 

March 22, 1916, in El Paso, where he had resided for many years. 
He was the son of a. prominent Southwest family which traced its 
lineage to an earlier Felix Martinez, a Captain General and provin
cial governor who had been appointed by the Spanish Crown . 

Felix Martinez was a man of wide interests, progressive outlook, 

versatile abilities, and high ideals. 
He began his career as a clerk in a country store, and in the less 

than 40 years that remained to him he climbed to dizzying peaks: 
he became a power in the Territory of New Mexico; he achieved 

distinction for his public service in the El Paso area; he attained 
national recognition for his financial expertise and his vigorous 

labor in ~he field of inter-American relations; and he extended his 
influence and distinguished reputation into most of the countries 
of this hemisphere. 

Felix Martinez was one of the builders of El Paso, employing his 
talents to the construction of physical facilities needed in a fast
growing city, and also exerting his powers of leadership toward the 
transforming of a raw frontier town into a viable and responsible 
modern city. 

He organized the Southwestern Portland Cement Company and 

Deane Miller is an El Paso businesswoman . She and her husband, Richard G. 
Miller, are Life members of the Society. 
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Felix Martinez (1857·1916) 
(Photo courtesy Rosita Martinez Horwitz) 
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was president of the Central Building and Improvement Company, 
which was involved in the construction of the downtown Plaza 
Block-the White House Building and the Paso del Norte Hotel. He 
was one of the organirers of the El Paso Chamber of Commerce and 
was president of the El Paso Valley Water Users' Association. He 
helped to establish a modern water works for the booming city. 

It was in response to the water problems in our Southwest that 
Felix Martinez rendered what many consider his most significant 
and enduring service: his monumental work in behalf of the 
reclamation of the Rio Grande under the government Water Storage 
and Irrigation Project-the building of Elephant Butte Dam, without 
which there would be no cotton or pecans produced in our valley. 
While many men played vital roles in the implementation of the 
Elephant Butte project, no one, probably, would deny that Felix Mar
tinez contributed as much as any other to bring about the fulfill
ment of that ambitious plan. 

Other kinds of building endeavors also brought from Felix Mar
tinez many remarkable achievements. In matters financial, he was 
a local bank board member- his work in this field so widely 
respected that he was appointed a director of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of this district. In matters edllcational, he served on the com
mittee which succeeded in obtaining for El Paso a Free Public 
Library, and he enthusiastically supported in its early, struggling 
years that institution which was to become The University of Texas 
at El Paso. 

In matters social and political, he was keenly sensitive to his 
responsibilities in the area of inter-cultural relations. At home in 
both the Anglo and the Hispanic cultures, he envisioned El Paso's 
potential for leadership in bridging the gap between the two 
cultures. He was instrumental in bringing together in El Paso Presi
dent William Howard Taft and Porfirio Diaz in 1909. Later, he par
ticipated actively in an effort to unite Francisco Madero, stalwart 
of the Mexican Revolution, and Pancho Villa on the outskirts of 
Juarez. In his eloquent English and in his equally eloquent Spanish, 
he consistently and earnestly pleaded for the acceptance of that 
broader culture which comes from wide human contact, study of 
history, philosophical reflections, and charity of opinion. He 
developed his methods of argument and personal influence along 
this line so thoroughly that he was named Commissioner of 
Panama Pacific International and was appointed by President 
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Woodrow Wilson and Secretary of State William Jennings Bryan as 
special envoy from the United States to tour all the South American 
countries. 

Felix Martinez was unique, and his place still remains vacant. 
Others there are to take up some branches of his work where he 
left off-to assume the chair that he relinquished at the director's 
table of many an institution, to succeed him in various offices he 
held, to manage one of his numerous enterprises. Builders there 
are, yes, and civic leaders, and also humanitarians. But none there 
are who work in all these areas with his wisdom, his dedication, 
his understanding of two cultures, his love of people, his faith in 
the future. 

The Historical Society dramatically vivifies and celebrates El 
Paso's past by focusing our attention on this excellent citizen who 
helped to lay so many cornerstones for the physical, social, and 
moral betterment of our city. Also, the Society demonstrates its high 
regard for El Paso's present and its belief in El Paso's future by allow
ing us to review the life of this man whose achievements stand as 
an inspiration to us and to our young people. The Society honors 
all El Paso by inscribing in the Hall of Honor the name of 
FELIX MARTINEZ. 1f 

Rosita Martinez Horwitz accepts from Society president Dr. James M. Day the Hall 
of Honor plaque awarded posthumously to her grandfather, Felix Martinez, El Paso 
businessman and civic leader. (Photo by James W. Ward) 
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THE EL PASO COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
HALL OF HONOR - 1983 

TRIBUTE TO 
ELIZABETH HOOKS KELLY 
~ by ~ 

Margaret Mathis 

K
nowing that you have influenced the minds and molded the 
characters of boys and girls over a period of many decades 
must be one of the most satisfying rewards a person could 

ever desire. 
Elizabeth Hooks Kelly has achieved that reward. She served the 

El Paso Public Library as Librarian of the Children's Department for 
32 years and then as Director of the Public Library System. Her first 
love was the youngsters, and for them she developed the story
telling hour and also assisted them in reading development. She 
called all the boys and girls her children, guiding and advising them 
accordingly. 

Elizabeth Kelly was born in El Paso in 1898 in a house in the 900 
block of North Stanton. She was the oldest of the four red-headed 
Kelly girls, the other three being Mary, Anne, and the late Charlee. 
Her parents were C. E. (Henry) Kelly, former Mayor of El Paso, and 
\Yillie Word Kelly. She taught herself to read at a very early age. 
Throughout her childhood she enjoyed many of the classic authors, 
one of her favorites being Kipling's Jungle Book. Undoubtedly this 
early appreciation of the riches of literature influenced her adult 
interest in the reading habits and tastes of children. 

After graduating from El Paso High School, she attended Ward 
Belmont Junior College in Nashville and later the Texas School of 
Mines, now The University of Texas at El Paso. She obtained her 
Library degree from Pratt Institute Library School, Brooklyn, New 
York. Returning to El Paso, she was employed at the El Paso Public 
Library in 1921 as the Reference Librarian. 

In 1922, Elizabeth was transferred to the Children's Department. 
Full of high ideals, she wanted to stock the department with books 
of the highest literary caliber. There wouldn't be any Hardy Boys 

Margaret Mathis, the Society 's recording secretary, retired as Assistant Director 
of the El Paso Public Library in 1980. 
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series, Bobbsey Twins, or Nancy Drew to pollute the minds of her 
young readers. Well ... like so many idealistic librarians before and 
after her, Elizabeth found that in order to catch fish she had to use 
bait. It was impossible to have enough copies of the Hardy Boys 
and Nancy Drew books to satisfy her children, but Elizabeth's per
suasive powers were strong enough to steer the boys and girls to 
some of the classic authors with a good story to tell. Early in her 
career, she developed recommended reading lists which the school 
principals posted in classrooms and on bulletin boards as sup
plements to the textbooks. And then came her inspired idea: the 
Saturday Morning Story Hour. 

Animal stories were high on Elizabeth's recommended lists, and 
she used them extensively in her Story Hour. To enhance the stories, 
she maintained a veritable menagerie in the library-bowls of fish , 
cages of mice, hamsters, birds. Elizabeth likes to tell the story of 
Teddy, the hamster. One night Teddy chewed his way out of his 
wooden cage. For a whole week Teddy was lost. The staff searched 
diligently for Teddy, and the children came in daily after school to 
look for Teddy. Every night Elizabeth put out hamster feed because 
she didn't want Teddy to eat the books. Finally in desperation, she 
moved the big charging desk, and there was Teddy sleeping in a 
comfy nest made from a bushel of hamster feed. 

The Kelly sisters all say that their father was a "jiner;· so it was 
only natural for Elizabeth to become involved in civic and social 
organizations. She was a member of and served as an officer in 
Rebecca Stoddert Chapter, D.A.R.; El Paso Story League; Lower Valley 
Garden Club; Children's and Young People's Division, American 
Library Association. She participated actively in the Women's 
Department of the El Paso Chamber of Commerce, YWCA, United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, El Paso County Historical Society, 
National Society of Arts and Letters, Texas Library Association, 
Sunset Heights Garden Club, El Paso Humane Society, Crossroads 
of America, Catholic Daughters of America, and Altrusa Interna
tional. She was an honorary member of El Paso Artists' Associa
tion and of Delta Kappa Gamma. She was an honorary trustee of 
the El Paso Museum of Art and a complimentary member of the 
Pan American Round Table, and she is listed in Who's Who of 
American Women. 

By her distinctive achievement and sincere devotion to the welfare 
and betterment of her library patrons, Elizabeth has received 
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Hall of Honor-1983 

numerous awards and honors, only a few of which will be named 
here: in 1957, the El Paso High School "E" Merit Award for outstand
ing service to the reading public; in 1963, the Albert Green-field 
Award of Recognition for Meritorious Service in the field of fine 
Arts and for her interest and cooperation in the promotion of fine 
arts during her years of service as Director of the El Paso Public 
Library; in 1966, two distinguished titles-first Lady of El Paso, by 
Beta Sigma Phi, and Director Emerita of the El Paso Public Library, 
by Mayor Judson Williams' proclamation; in 1970, a certificate in 
Grateful Appreciation presented by the Girl Scouts of the United 
States of America; in 1977, the Hannah G. Solomon Award by the 
El Paso Section, National Council of Jewish Women; in 1979, induc
tion by the Mayor's Advisory Board on Aging to the Older El Pasoans' 
Hall of Honor in appreciation for service to the community. 

Back in 1963, when Miss Kelly retired, she said, 'Tm going to 
have time to catch up on my reading. As Librarian , I haven' t had 
time to open a book:' Now, 20 years later, she is still trying to catch 
up, not quite able to do so because she is busy opening books
for others. After she and her sisters settled into their new home 
at White Acres Good Samaritan Retirement Village, she scurried 
around to find books, shelving, and a space to open a library for 
her fellow residents. 

And so it is that she continues to do her thing: continues active
ly to help others enjoy the riches of reading-thereby enriching 
lives. And thereby enriching her co01munity. The El Paso County 
Historical Society in this year of 1983 proudly adds to its Hall of 
Honor the name of ELIZABETH HOOKS KELLY. -t; 

... history does not happen; it is m ade, partly by the collec
tive action of many, but greatly by the direction of some few 
strong personalities. They are a choice few, who ... deserve above 
all others to be honored and remembered :' 

-The Honorable Richard C. White, 
past president of the El Paso County 

Historical Society, one of its Trustees, 
and the originator of the Hall of Honor 

Awards-as paraphrased by Mrs. Charles 
A. Goetting in Password: XVII, 

4 (Winter, 1972), 159 
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THE PRESIDENTS M~GE 
~by~ 

Ross 0 Borrett 

L
ike my predecessors in 
this office, I have been 
asked to write a Presi

dent's Message. In preparation 
for this task, I referred to 
several of the past Messages, 
which all spoke of the Society's 
accomplishments and plans 
for the future. I will veer slight
ly from this approach and talk 
" Responsibilities:' • 

As a historical society, we 
have some genuine respon
sibilities. Among them, we are 
charged with keeping historical 
facts and figures,. Assuredly 
this part of our work is impor
tant. But let us not get so 
bogged down in record-keeping that we neglect our principal 
charge: to help the people of this area to understand our past-to 
make it so vivid that it becomes a source of pride and a fascinating 
part of everyone's present. We want to do this because we know that 
our past is the foundation of our future. How to make our past come 
alive for everyone is our compelling challenge. 

When we were children , most of us played cowboys and Indians. 
It didn't matter who played which role. The important thing was 
spontaneous re-creation of an exciting segment of our past. This 
is an example, not too simplified, of history as an interesting part 
of people's lives-interesting because they are participating in the 
action. We want to promote active participation in the history of 
our El Paso Southwest. We want everybody to study its many ex
citing segments, to research, to remember, to read, to record. 

The Society 's new president is no stranger to administrative responsibility
having served as president of the Ysleta School Board, of the Texas Associa
tion of School Boards, and of the El Paso Home Builders Association. He is 
also a Life Director of the National Home Builders Association and the presi· 
dent of the Wal borne Investment Company. 
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Ross 0. Barrett 

The Society offers several programs which invite " re-living" our 
history-two historical-essay contests each year, an annual Tour 
of Homes, which gives area dwellers the opportunity to visit some 
of our historic residences; the quarterly meetings at the El Paso 

Museum of History where, in addition to attending a stimulating 
program on some aspect of our history, we and our guests can 
browse among the fascinating artifacts and attractive exhibits; the 
Hall of Honor Ceremony, where each year are reviewed the contribu
tions of two outstanding El Paso citizens. A major responsibility, 
then , is to encourage wide participation in these programs to the 
end that more and more people will "experience" our history. 

Another responsibility, equally important, is to provide for the 

future of this organization . This means that we must reach out to 
our young people, many of whom profess a total lac.k of interest 
in things historical. We have already made our first bold leaps 

across the generation gap in our offering of junior memberships 
and in the Junior Historians' Program under the direction of Jack 
Redman. We must continue to strengthen these projects. We must 

do everything possible to show young El Pasoans that history is 
of great value to them in building the future. Recently, a television 
program on the development of the computer showed how each 
forward movement resulted from an improvement on a previous 
achievement. It showed, in short, that history is the foundation for 
progress. To get this message to our young people, this Society 
must actively seek the cooperation of teachers and parents, history 

buffs, scholars, writers, and young people's organizations. 
Every member of the El Paso County Historical Society bears these 

responsibilities. The leadership can labor mightily toward fulfilling 
them. But that fulfillment will come only through the active par

ticipation of all of us who value our heritage and appreciate it as 
the only door to the future of our El Paso Southwest. ti 

" Great nations and great communities are best known not 
by the height of their buildings, or the size of their budgets, 

but by the quality of their people:' 

14 
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THE TARAHUMARAS OF CHIHUAHUA 
AND THE AGRARIAN PROBLEM 
~by ~ 

John H. McNeely 

T
wo institutions in Mexico-the Spanish colonial mission and 
the modern revolutionary ejido-were especially designed for 
the protection of the native races. The mission and the ejido 

- were also intimately involved in the Mexican agrarian problem, 
that is, concerning the use and control of the land. 

Following the Spanish Conquest, the original purpose of the 
Catholic missions was not only to Christianize the Indians but also 
to lift their mode of living in accord with Western European stan
dards and make them useful citizens. The Indians were taught 

agricultural pursuits and trades in workshops, and they learned how 

to elect their own governors, councilmen, and officers. Their 
children went to school under the care of the missionaries. Except 
for endowed foundations like those of the Jesuits, the missions were 
usually subsidized by the Crown of Castile, the religious being 

regarded as in the employ of the government. 
In California, Spain's original intent was to sec·u1arize the mis

sions after only ten years of activity, because the character of the 
institution was considered temporary-a means of implanting 
Christian European civilization and culture, as well as providing a 
necessary transition from collective protection to individual respon
sibility. After Mexico became independent, the California missions 

were ordered secularized in 1833 by the Liberals under President 
Valentir;i Gomez Farias. As with similar undertakings, the natives 
were not prepared for the change, a fact which invited exploitation 

by unscrupulous persons. Secularization involved distributing the 
mission lands among individual Indians, setting aside the village 
site and communal holdings, and disposing of the surplus. The new 

vecinos (citizens or neighbors) were not empowered to alienate their 
parcels, but many were not long in losing them.' 

In spite of the conflicting interpretations of the motivations and 
the effectiveness of the missions in New Spain, it cannot be denied 

Dr. McNeely, a Life member of the Society, retired from The University of Texas 
at El Paso as Professor of History at the end of 1983. 
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that the missions at their best represented the finest influence of 
Spain. The activities of the missionaries not only afforded some 
protection, but in cases of their absence or rejection, a sad fate 
often overtook the indigenous tribes. The history of the Indians of 
Chihuahua seems to uphold that principle. 2 

During the colonial period, what is now northern Chihuahua, West 
Texas, southern New Mexico, and adjacent parts of Arizona and 
Sonora was called by the Spaniards Apacheria. The Spaniards 
established missions along the Rio Grande for various sedentary 
tribes, such as the Mansos and others at Paso del Norte (1659) and 
for the Tiguas and Piros after the Pueblo Revolt in 1680. South of 
Apacheria, the Tarahumaras occupied most of the present state of 
Chihuahua. The advent of the Society of Jesus into the territory 
of these primitive and retiring people, who call themselves 
Raramuri, began with the visit of Father Juan Font during 1608. -
Andres Perez de Rivas, Provincial of the Society at Mexico Citty, 
organized the lower Tarahumara Mission in 1639, and the work of 
the missionaries among them continued until the expulsion of the 
Jesuits by Charles Ill from all the Spanish dominions in 1767.' 

After Mexico became independent, the State bf Chihuahua in Ar
ticle 21 of its Colonization Law of May 26, 1825, required the divi
sion of village lands among the Indians free of charge. A problem 
arising under that measure was indicated by another act in 
Chihuahua adopted on October IO, 1833, which declared that lands 
given to the Indians must be respecte.d. Although the Tarahumara 
Indians engaged in various uprisings, by a decree of President 
Benito Juarez, they were given possession of all the lands held by 
them in 1870. Through disentailment procedures under the Reform 
Laws of 1857-1861, nevertheless, over 50 Indian villages of the Sierra 
Tarahumara were despoiled of their lands. The more recent history 
of these Indians has been one of gradual recession to the barran
cas of the Sierra Madre. Their desire for isolation goes to the point 
that, when white men intrude on their lands, the Tarahumaras 
prefer to withdraw rather than become further involved.• 

The effort to exclude outsiders is traceable to the terrible ex
periences of the Indians. As an outstanding illustration, in 1891-92, 
the Tarahumara village of Tom6chic (or Tom6chi) , Chihuahua, was 
the scene of some unorthodox religious practices centering around 
a curandera known as " La Santa de Cabora" (Teresa Urrea) and " El 
Santo Cristo Chopeque:· When Cruz Chavez, the village leader, 
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defended those practices, the localjefe politico, Silviano Gonzalez, 
tried to force Chavez into military srvice. The villagers resisted and 
defeated a Federal battalion sent against them. Heavy rein
forcements under General Jose Maria Rangel soon arrived, virtual
ly wiped the village from the face of the earth (October 20 to 29, 
1892), and executed all prisoners taken. 

The State authorities claimed that the discontented at Tom6chic 
were bandits trying to assault the conductas de meta/es, coming 
from the mines of the Sierra to the State capital. On the other hand, 
since there were two factions contending for power in Chihuahua 
at that time, the affair had pronounced political overtones. One 
group, headed by General Luis Terrazas, had just been defeated in 
the 1888 gubernatorial elections by Colonel Lauro Carrillo, a pro
tege of General Carlos Pacheco, Minister of Fomento under Presi 
dent Porfirio Diaz. The dismissal from the Cabinet of General 
Pacheco, followed shortly by his death (April 2, 1891), encouraged 
the Chihuahua Terracistas in their opposition to the administra
tion of Colonel Carrillo. 

Another element in the Tom6chic disaster was resentment over 
the loss of villager lands. In 1888, the Secretariat of Fomento had 
granted to Jose Ives Limantour and Luis Maturino Limantour 
160,000 hectareas of the " national" domain, found in the Cantons 
of Guerrero and Abasolo, Chihuahua, in exchange for property 
which the said gentlemen claimed they owned in Lower California 
and the Islands of the Pacific. The Chihuahua grant contained 
valuable timber, and part of it belonged to the village of Tom6chic. 
The Terracistas always insisted that they never took advantage of 
existing irritations to stir up trouble at Tom6chic, but before Car
rillo's term expired in 1892, President Diaz was obliged to restore 
order by naming Colonel Miguel Ahumada to act as Governor of 
the State in place of Carrillo. The Limantours later sold their 
Chihuahua lands to the Cargill Lumber Company in 1906, but the 
whole grant was declared null and void by President Obregon in 
1923.' 

As an important consequence of the Tom6chic massacre, one of 
the officers with the Federal forces, Heriberto Frias, wrote a novel 
entitled Tom6chic, presenting a sympathetic account from the 
standpoint of the villagers. The novel was serialized in the Mexico 
City newspaper El Dem6crata during the Profiriate. Frias was pro
mptly charged with revealing military secrets and was expelled from 
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the army. El Dem6crata continued critical of the dictatorship and 
was suppressed, but Tom6chic, which literary critics came to regard 
as a significant precursor of the revolutionary novel, ran through 
five editions. 0 

During the long presidency of Porfirio Diaz, some efforts were 
made to help the Trahumaras of Chihuahua. Governor Carrillo 
founded the first Indian school at Tonachi, and, in 1903, two others 
were constructed by the state government in the region of 
Rocheachi. An intense desire to formulate measures for the benefit 
of the Indians was shown during the governorship (1904-1910) of 
Enrique C. (Henry Clay) Creel. Don Enrique was a son of Ruben Creel, 
one-time American Consul in Chihuahua, and dona Paz Cuilty, a 
sister-in-law of General Luis Terrazas. On January 23, 1904, a con
tract was signed with the Secretariat of Fomento to establish a col
ony in the Canton or Arteaga, Chihuahua. The colony was given 
the name of Creel, and 75 per cent of the settlers were to be 
Tarahumara Indians. Each family would receive at least 10 hectareas 
of land plus a lot for its dwelling place with a minimum area of 
2,000 square meters. 

Governor Creel initiated before the Chihuafrna Legislature, in 
February, 1905, a law for the division of municipal lands, whose 
Article 2 gave inalienable parcels to the Indians free of charge. On 
November 3, 1906, don Enrique presented to the same body his 
Exposici6n de motivos sobre civilizaci6n y mejoramiento de la raza 
tarahumara, declaring that he was the enemy of those who ex
ploited the Indians and that above all he wanted to liberate them 
from the voracity of the terratenientes (great landowners), who were 
so "eager to enlarge their rural holdings:· This was a remarkable 
expression of agrarian thought from the nephew-in-law of General 
Terrazas, the greatest terrateniente of them all. 

This vigorous and talented statesman also obtained from the Diaz 
government 250,000 hectares of national lands for free distribu
tion among the Indians. The Secretary of Fomento appointed ln
geniero Maximino Alcala to select suitable locations in the Sierra, 
and the work was started in the District of Andres del Rio on July 
I, 1909, but not much was accomplished before the Madero Revolu
tion broke out in Chihuahua during 1910. The Father of Mexican 
agrarian Reform, Andres Molina Enriquez; was extravagant in his 
praise of " the sociological instincts" of Governor Creel in working 
for " the proper treatment of the Tarahumaras:· 1

• 
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Many of the Tara
humaras supported the 
Maderista Revolution 
against the Porfirian 
regime. Severe fighting 
broke out in January, 
1911, at the village of 
Baquiriachic, in south
ern Chihuahua, be
tween Indians and 
Federal soldiers com
manded by Captain 
Juan A. Caballero. 
Later, in another part 
of the State, 40 Tara
h um a ras from the 
Guerrero Districtjoined 
the insurrecto troops 
under Colonel Giu
seppe Garibaldi, form
ing a company of 

The homeland of the Tarahumara Indians. scouts and sharp-
(Photo courtesy Tom O'Laughlin) shooters commanded 

by Captain Madrid, one of their own number. That Indian company 
was with the Madero troops at the siege and battle of Ciudad Juarez, 
April-May, 1911. Before the fall of the City of Juarez, Captain Madrid 
died from pneumonia in the rebel camp, on May 3, 1911, and was 
given a military funeral by the revolutionary army. Throughout the 
Revolution, the loyalty of the Tarahumaras was a source of strength 
to General Francisco Villa. During its early phase, the friendship 
of Villa and the Indian Gorgonio Beltran was noteworthy. Another 
Tarahumara, Esteban Cruz, was with Villa on the Columbus Raid 
in 1916, and was later Governor of the village of Coborachi.8 

Following the Revolution, the State of Chihuahua passed legisla
tion in 1926 for protection of the Indians, which was modeled after 
a similar law of Chiapas. Work centers were set up for the 
Tarahumaras that same year in several villages, and also an Indian 
Normal School functioned at Guach6chi after 1938. But the 
Tarahumaras received few benefits in the years following the 
Revolution-as was shown in April, 1939, at the Tarahumara Con-
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gress held at Guach6chi (or Wachochi) under the auspices of the 
State government.• 

At the Congress of Guach6chi. Josecito Aguirre, native governor 
of the region, gave a classic statement of the Indian problems. He 
explained how all the lands of the Sierra had once belonged to their 

grandfathers, how outsiders had gradually taken over the most 
desirable places and the best lands, and how they had bought the 
lands from the government for ten centavos an hectarea (many 
times expelling the Indians with the help of the authorities). Aguirre 

declared that the good places still belonged to the rich whites 
(chab6chi), the Indians being reduced to the worst lands, farthest 
from water in the folds of the hills. He further explained that the 

whites worked the Tarahumaras as peons and paid them whatever 
they pleased, sometimes as little as five pesos a month. 

Governadorcillo Aguirre outlined a four-point program which 
clearly showed the basic Indian needs. He urged the government: 
I) to name a commission of engineers to fix the boundaries of all 

indigenous villages; 2) to prohibit the sale of all lands lying within 
village limits; 3) to make certain that each native had his parcel 
of land to cultivate within the village bounds; a'nd 4) to require all 
who employed Tarahumaras as peons to pay them a minimum wage 
in money of one peso fifty centavos. Later Tarahumara congresses 
in 1942 and 1945 produced no evidence of any improvement what

soever in the lot of these people who were said at that time to 

number about 42,000 souls. 10 
• 

Modern attempts to improve the lot of the Chihuahua Indians 
were made by the Society of Jesus and the Mexican Government's 
ejidal and lndigenist programs. In 1900 the Jesuits had returned 
and renewed their missionary efforts among the Tarahumaras, 
suspending their activity during the religious persecutions under 
Plutarco Elias Calles (1925-1929). They established their head

quarters at Sisoguichi with other centers at Cerocahui, Nararachi. 
Norogachi, Guadalupe y Calvo, Chinatu, Chinipas, and Botapilas. 
The Procurator General of the Mission to the Tarahumaras, Father 
Manuel Ocampo, S. J., reported in April, 1955, that 35 Jesuit mis
sionaries and 54 religious were educating 1,500 Indian children in 

six schools, furnishing food and clothing to about 500 boarding 
pupils, and medicine to the sick. The work has continued in spite 

of the anti-clerical attitude of the official government party (Par
tido Revolucionario lnstitucional)." 
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If the Catholic mission had its roots in efforts to protect the native 
peoples after the Spanish Conquest, the same is true in the origins 
of the Mexican revolutionary ejido. The colonization of New Spain 
was carried out by the establishment of Spanish towns and villages, 
in which the laws and customs of Castile for the foundation of new 
municipalities were followed-the setting aside of lands for dehesas 
(pastures), ejidos (village commons), and pr6pios (lands to meet 
public expenditures). Other types of settlements were called ran
cherias (which might be composed of independent farmers, group
ings of peons on haciendas, or settlements holding land collective
ly), congregaciones (originally migratory Indians brought together 
by the Spaniards, but later applied to many villages holding land 
in common), and comunidades. Places bearing those names came 
to differ widely in size and function. 02 

Also, several types of lntlian communal property, derived or 
modified from Castilian precedents, were established under the 
Laws of the Indies: I) El fundo legal was the land upon which the 
village itself was located; 2) El ejido (on the outskirts, or the way 
out, established by a royal cedula of Philip II, dated December I, 

1573, was a leagut; of land (the old Spanish land league contained 
I, 785 hectareas), where the Indians could keep their cattle separate 
from those of the Spaniards; 3) Los pr6pios were parcels worked 
collectively by the natives of the barrio to which they were assign
ed, the income from which was destined to cover the public ex
penses of the municipality. However, in spite of the protective laws, 
haciendas were built up by the Spaniards during the entire colonial 
period through encroachments on Indian lands. The loss of Indian 
holdings had become so alarming in the last half of the 18th cen
tury that Viceroy Martin de Mayorga issued a decree on February 
23, 1781, forbidding their further alienation." 

After Mexico became independent, the legislation of gravest im
portance in fomenting land control by a dominant few was the ley 
de desamortizaci6n (disentailment) of June 15, 1856. The stated 
objectives of that decree were to improve the economic condition 
of the people through the incentive of private ownership and to 
counterbalance the influence of the great landed proprietors by 
establishing a middle class of small farmers. The law declared all 
religious and municipal corporations incapable of owning real 
estate. Article 8 of the Ley de desamortizaci6n made exception of 
buildings, ejidos, and lands intended exclusively for the public ser-
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vice of the municipal governments to which they belonged. Never
theless, the law represented a serious threat to community property, 
because it forbade corporate holdings in the form which the ejido 
represented. A governmeent circular of October 9, 1856, made com
pulsory the division of communal lands among villagers in an ef
fort to force the Indians to become responsible private land owners 
and, therefore, taxpayers. 1• 

The Ley de desamortizaci6n was incorporated in Article 27 of the 
National Constitution of 1857. It permitted ambitious Europeans, 
creoles, and mestizos to acquire more land at the expense of church 
and Indian communities, since Article 27 prohibited all corporate 
ownership, without any exceptions whatsoever. The first great 
assault under the legislation of La Reforma was on church lands. 
The attack upon village holdings gained momentum more slowly, 
reaching a climax under the Diaz dictatorship when so many of the 
aboriginal lands were despoiled. The results of desamortizaci6n 
gave impetus to concentration of private property in the hands of 
hacendados while small farmers, rather than being encouraged, 
were often forced out altogether. The village Indians proved to be 
unsuitable instruments for the extension of parvifundios (small 
private holdings), and the withdrawal of collective protection in 
many cases completed their ruin. 15 

The lowest point in Mexico's history for village communal lands 
came early in Francisco Madero's presidency as part of an effort 
to solve the agrarian problem. Circu.lar letters of the Minister of 
Formento, Licenciado Rafael Hernandez, during January and 
February, 1912, called for the allotment of existing ejidal lands, and 
the recovery of despoiled ones, for distribution among the heads 
of families of the villages. This proposal and one for dividing the 
public lands (terrenos baldios) for small private holdings were 
recommendations of the New National Agrarian Commission. In his 
report to the Nation on September 16, 1912, President Madero 
described progress on these policies and also referred to his ap
pointment, the previous April, of an Agrarian Executive Commision 
which had been giving special attention to the land question in 
the state of Morelos. 1• 

It was the efforts of the Executive Agrarian Commission to defuse 
the violence of the Zapata Revolt of Morelos, so close to Mexico Ci
ty, which inspired a complete reversal of policy on communal land 
and led Mexico off into the ejidal tangent from which it has not 
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recovered to this day. At the end of November, 1912, the Secretariat 
of Fomento published the Trabajos e lniciativas of the Executive 
Commission, which proposed that the Mexican Congress pass 
legislation to allow reconstitution of the village ejidos in the in
alienable communal form. It reported that the Crown of Castile had 
always retained possession of ejidos, giving the villages only the 
use of such lands, that therefore by tradition they could not be 
legally alienated, and that the Nation needed only to exert its 
authority to recover them. The Commission declared that probably 
"a majority of the Mexican people were partisans of communal pro
perty by tradition, custom, convenience, and necessity of defense:' 

The publication of the Trabajos e lniciativas caused a profound 
sensation and must have contributed to the conservative military 
overthrow of President Madero less than three months later. In the 
National Chamber of Deputies, Licenciado Luis Cabrera, principal 
parliamentary leader of Madero's partisans, immediately introduced 
a projected law for restitution of ejidos, having secured the endorse
ment of 62 of the other deputies. He substituted the word expropria
tion for repossession, as a bolder approach, by having the State 
and local governments work with the National Agrarian Commis
sion "to decide which villages needed ejidos;' that is, not merely 
to restore lost ejidos. In a dramatic speech to the Chamber on 
December 3, 1912, Cabrera vigorously supported this new ejidal 
solution to Mexico's agrarian problem and enthusiastically recom
mended the ideas developed in the Trabajos e lniciativas. 11 

According to Andres Molina Enriquez, the real purpose of the new 
ejidal proposal was to deflect the pressure to break up the great 
haciendas for distribution among small peasant landowners by 
" finding a sensational derivative that would appear like much and 
be notping:' Indeed most people believed that the idea could have 
practical use only in a limited area to the South. No one thought 
of its general application throughout Mexico. Originally conceived 
to protect the village Indians, who were rapidly being absorbed in
to the general population anyway, it was felt that communal 
holdings would kill the incentive found in private ownership to im
prove one's own property. '8 

The proof of that contention was revealed later in the actions of 
Venustiano Carranza, First Chief of the Constitutionalists. A great 
landowner himself, Carranza rejected the proposed Agrarian Law 
of December 15, 1914, prepared by his own official in charge of 
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Fomento, because it required breaking up of large estates. Instead 
Carranza issued his famous Agrarian Decree of January 6, 1915, 
written for him by Luis Cabrera and which incorporated the more 
limited ejidal solution. Thus, Carranza assumed the masque of the 
revolutionary to defeat the agrarian tide engendered by the alliance 
between Francisco Villa and Emiliano Zapata behind the Sovereign 
Revolutionary Convention. Once victorious, the First Chief opposed 
but could not prevent inclusion of the revolutionary ejido In the 
new Constitution of 1917, but as Constitutional President 
(1917-1920), he reduced ejidal grants to the vanishing point.•• 

During the presidency of Alvaro Obregon (1921-1924), the ejidal 
solution was revived. Designed to benefit the mestizo and white 
campesinos as much as the Indians, it was applied rather cautious
ly at first. Under the Jefe Maximo, Plutarco Elias Calles (1924-1934), 
expansion of the system continued, and during the administration 
of President Lazaro Cardenas (1934-1940) the arrangement of com

munal holdings by villages began to be extended on an enormous 
scale, which carried ejidos to the remotest parts of Mexico. 20 

By 1957, in the Sierra Tarahumara of Chihuahua, there were no 
less than 110 ejidos, nearly all of them with forests, which was about 
the only source of wealth that the Indians had. The land available 
for agriculture {planting or livestock) was extremely limited, as the 
following examples demonstrate: Balleza had eight ejidos with on
ly 400 hectareas of irrigated land (riego), and 2,500 of dry land 
(temporal); Charichi, sixteen ejidos, wjthout any irrigated land but 
2, 700 hectareas of dry land; Bocoyna had eleven ejidos, no irriga
tion and 6,300 hectareas of dry land; Urique had twelve ejidos 
without irrigation but 2,450 hectareas of dry land; Guadalupe y 
Calvo had eleven ejidos, none with irrigation and only 678 hectareas 
of dry land; and Chinipas with eight ejidos, no irrigated land but 
6,000 hectareas of dry land. 

The Indian country suffered much from drought and was very 
poor in domestic animals. To improve that situation, the Federal 
government erected near Chihuahua City a Zootechnical Post for 
the use of the Tarahumaras, a veritable show place, with expen
sive livestock and equipment. It was alleged by some, however, that 
the Post was financed from ejidal funds of the Tarahumaras for the 
general progress of the area, yet with negligible benefits for the 
Indians." 

The Tarahumaras also received aid from the National govern-
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ment's Banco de Cred
ito Ejida/ , which ex

tended funds during 
1954 to the Ejido of 
Cusarare for construc
tion of a sawmill that 
would supply 50,000 
crossties every month 
to the · Ferrocarril 
Chihuahua-Pacifico. At 
the end of 1955, under 
supervision of the Sec
retary of Agriculture, 
Gilberto Flores Munoz, 

an extensive plan was 
initiated to benefit 30 
Tarahumara communi
ties containing 65,000 
inhabitants. The new 
program aroused much 
interest in the state 

A Tarahumara farmer poses with his plough and and national press 
oxen , c . 1926. (Photo From the Robert M. Zingg Col- · 
lection , El Paso Centennial Museum) Large financial re-

sources were placed in the hands of a Comite de Ayuda Econ6mica, 
Social y Foresta/ de la Zona Tarahumara (later called the Comite 
Pro-Rehabilitaci6n Econ6mica y Social de la Tarahumara). The com
mittee was in charge of building more sawmills and 14 popular 
stores, where the prime necessities would be sold at cost. Wild and 

domestic animal life and forest conservation were being promoted, 

and th,e Indians were being taught carpentry and other practical 
trades. Such activities were good omens for the future of Mexico's 
native races. zz 

Through the exploitation of their forests, the Tarahumaras were 
able to accumulate funds in the Banco de Credito Ejidal. The Ejido 
of Panalachi, for instance, had about 1,600,000 pesos, the Ejido 

of Samachique, 600,000 pesos; and in lesser quantities the other 

communities. But the Supreme Council of the Tarahumara Race 
complained to President Adolfo Ruiz Cortines in February, 1957, that 
the Indians were being denied access to their ejidal funds on the 
excuse that the money had to be used for the advancement of the 
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region as a whole. 
On the other hand, the Indians expressed gratitude for the work 

of the National lndigenist Center at Guach6chi, which had orga

nized them to use the forests of the Ejido of Cusarare by securing 
a loan from the Ejidal Credit Bank and a contract with the 
lumbermen. The loan had been paid in full and the ejido then 
owned the sawmill , the profits and wages from which went direct
ly to the ejidatarios and their families. Three years after it had been 
organized, the Ejido of Cusarare had received a total profit from 
developing its forests of l,525,244.29 pesos, and a net profit of 

603,117.17 pesos." 
Throughout the western hemisphere, the so-called indigenist 

movement, established to study and foster the native people of 
America , has gained considerable momentum. Two org;=rnizations 
were established to help the Indians of Mexico-the Direcci6n de 
Asuntos lndigenas, a former department of the government created 
by President Cardenas, and the National lndigenist Institute, headed 

by Alfonso Caso. There also existed an Inter-American indigenist 
Institute, which held congresses attended by representatives of the 
Organization of American States where formal programs of objec
tives and recommendations were adopted." 

The National lndigenist Institution of Mexico maintained four 

coordinating centers: one in Chihuahua for the Tarahumaras and 
an additional three in other parts of Mexico. The Institute never ex
ercised any pressure on the Indians to accept its plans. On the con
trary, the natives were aroused to indicate their constructive needs, 
which the IN/ then helped them to satisfy. The Institute tried to 
devise projects in which its help would be necessary only for short 
periods so as to make the Indians more self-sustaining and indepen
dent. Dr. Sol Tax, the distinguished American anthropologist, was 
profoundly impressed with the work of the Mexican /NI and believed 

that anthropology and the social sciences could learn much by 
studying its methods.25 

The first enterprises of Mexico indigenists among the 

Tarahumara, according to Fernando Jordan, displayed a sentimen

tal approach, with a tendency toward Marxist dialectic. Jordan 
asserted that the indigenists looked upon the Mexican lumbering 
interests as heartless "capitalists" who devastated the forests, which 

the indigenists proposed to return to the ignorant Indians to be 
worked in cooperatives. However, a study by the Mexican Depart-
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ment of Labor in 1936 pointed to the development of forest and 
mineral resources as the sole hope for the Chihuahua Indians, or 
else to transplant the whole population. Almost all of the soil was 
too poor for cultivation and even for grazing. Hunger, disease, and 
drought continuously plagued the area. 2

• 

The National lndigenist Institute started its labors in Chihuahua 
by establishing the Centro Coordinador lndigenista de la 
Tarahumara, under the direction of Professor Francisco M. Plan

carte, with residence at Guach6chi, Batopilas District. Hardly two 
years later, in March, 1955, the Center was employing 21 so-called 

" promoters;' giving free breakfasts to children in 14 Indian schools, 
and pushing road construction and reforestation. 21 

Meanwhile, the Tarahumaras were being gradually absorbed in
to the surrounding Mexican stock. In 1956, for the first time, a PRI 
candidate for the governorship of Chihuahua, Te6filo Borunda, car

ried his political campaign to the Tarahumaras. By then more than 
50 per cent of the Indians understood and spoke Spanish . Many 
could also read and write it, and looked so much like the mestizos 
that it was hard to tell the difference. Those trends belied the con
viction of some that the Tarahumaras were hostile to all progress. 2

• 

After the death bf Alfonso Caso, Dr. Gonzalo Aguirre Beltran suc

ceeded as head of the lnstituto Nacional lndigenista. Under Presi
dent Luis Echevarria (1970-1976), Aguirre Beltran also was in charge 
of the Direcci6n de Asuntos lndigenas, now called Direcci6n General 

de Educaci6n Extraescolar en el media indigena. It extended legal 
aid to the Indians, operated schools and also the system of Indian 
promoters. Professor Ignacio Leon Pacheco was responsible for the 
four Centros Coordinadores de la Tarahumara. The program called 
Profotara assisted the Terahumara ejidos to set up their own 

sawmilJs-as at Samachique.2 9 

In conclusion , from the beginnings in the colonial period the 
overall picture suggests that where missions were established and 
even partially accepted by the Indians, a definite degree of protec
tion was afforded. The Crown of Castile and the Mexican govern
ment, up to the time of the Revolution ( 1910-1920), presented a dual 

face in native policy. On the one hand was the desire to civilize the 
Indians on the European model. On the other, the Indians were ex
ploited or pushed aside to further the economic development and 
material wealth of the country. 

Since the Revolution , the overwhelming application of the ejidal 
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solution in recent years has been based on political expediency to 
calm the exploding rural masses of mestizo and whites as much 
as the Indian population, which recedes in importance. Only the 
lndigenist movement has sought to see the problem from the stand
point of the best interests of the Indians, that is to protect their 
lands, natural resources, and culture. One of the striking ironies 
of the situation is that the most retiring and remote of the 
Tarahumaras, those least capable of adjusting to modern civiliza
tion, hold themselves aloof because they feel that they are the 

"children of god;' a superior race. 30* 
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A view of Dog Canyon . (Photo by Dr. Leach) 

DOG CANYON: 
A PAGEANT OF BLOODSHED 
~@AND ~WERS@e.. 

c- J ") 

Joseph Leach 

I
f the wistful old proverb is correct that time heals all wounds, 
it has rarely done so more gracefully than at Oliver Lee State 
Park, New Mexico. The 180-acre spread located some ten miles 

southeast of Alamogordo and that includes Dog Canyon, the ruins 
of Frenchy's cabin , and parts of Oliver Lee's old Circle Cross ranch 
is today an amiable place. Only in the displays at its brand-new 
museum does it suggest the human screams that once echoed 
across its windy expanse, the blood that painted its rocks. Today's 

Dr. Leach, Professor of English at The University of Texas at El Paso, is a Charter 
member of the Society and one of its past presidents. He is the author of 
several published works which range in subject matter from American 
literature to Spanish colonial arts to wilderness and desert conservation of 
the Southwest. 
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visitor thinks more of photographing the nowers that bejewel the 
place in late spring and of spreading a picnic under its shady cliffs 
than of recalling the pageant of agony that played there for 
centuries. 

Whoever wrote that pageant was color blind, and he played no 
favorites. His setting was the western slope of the Sacramento 
Mountains (the mile-high escarpment towering over the Tularosa 
Basin) and the great canyon which the Spaniards called El Canon 
de/ Perro and which carries away the high country's snow melt. The 
Canyon's thousand-foot walls and its usually permanent water ac
count in part for its vital importance to the pageant's huge cast: 
the prehistoric Indians who came as wary nomads to drink from 
its pools, the later Mescalero Apaches who claimed for their hunt
ing range both the pine-forested peaks and the sandy plains into 
which its waters eventually sink, and the white men who came as 
settlers and as accompanying cavalry troops. Until recent years the 
pageant's long plot always featured each group's impassioned strug
gles to keep the canyon's tall walls and the water for its own use. 

Mrs. Tom Charles's Tales of the Tularosa and C.L. Sonnichsen's 
classic book on the region, Tularosa, outline tliat drama scene by 
scene. The trail up the canyon, "a precarious pathway which clings 
to the cliffs and winds among the rocks until it emerges on the 
pine-clad summit;· (Sonnichsen , Tularosa, 100) was created over 
the centuries by the tread of Indian moccasins, whose wearers 
learned early and well the strategic importance of possessing that 
trail. Half way up, the place where this "eye-brow" trail skirts an 
almost vertical one-thousand-foot drop gave the Mescalero Apaches 
a perfect ambush point. 

Early Mexican raiders suffered grief there more than once when 
an arsenal of Apache arrows followed by a cascade of boulders har
ried them into screaming frenzy and then crushed them to a pulp. 
On at least three different occasions United States troops fought 
bloody engagements on this trail. In 1859, thirty-two men com
manded by Lt. H.M. Lazelle from Fort Bliss followed a party of In
dians who had led stolen cattle and mules from San Elizario into 
Dog Canyon. Greatly outnumbered in the skirmish that ensued, 
Lazelle tried to withdraw but suffered heavy losses in the attempt. 
During the Civil War, a Captain William McCleave under orders from 
the Union General James H. Charleton fought a pitched battle with 
some 500 Apaches at the mouth of Dog Canyon. The few Indians 
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still able to travel after the fight rushed up the trail and across the 
mountains to seek refuge with Kit Carson at Fort Stanton. The last 
of such bloody encounters occurred on April 18, 1880, on the "eye

brow" trail when Captain Henry Carroll's two cavalry companies 
from Fort Bliss were swept away " by giant boulders thundering down 
from above:' (Sonnichsen, Tularosa, 100) 

Two or three years later, Francois Jean Rochas, a French friend 
of Archbishop Lamy of Santa Fe, built a rock hut high up in the 
canyon and for some 12 years ran cattle and raised vegetables and 
fruit unmolested. Some say that " Frenchy" planted the cottonwood 

trees that still grow at the mouth of Dog Canyon. But Frenchy's good 
luck was doomed. Never having registered a claim to his acres, 
never having made friends with anybody, he was easy pickings for 
interlopers wishing to claim his land and water. On December 26, 
1894, three unsmiling visitors rode up to his door. Grabbing his 
rifle, Frenchy cursed them in French. Three shots rang out, the 

strangers dashed off, and Frenchy dragged himself onto his bed 

and died. 
Out on the flats, beyond the mouth of the canyon , a young Tex

an named Oliver Lee established a profitable ranch in 1885. Over 
the years, the large' adobe house which he and his wife constructed 

became the center of many of the turbulent stories that eventual
ly colored events both in the canyon and throughout the Tularosa 

Basin. Lee lived to see himself become a legend, both for his par
ticipation in New Mexico skirmishes-many involved bloodshed
and for his prowess as a marksman. One story holds that he could 
take an old carbine with the sights sawed off, toss a half-dollar into 
the air, and hit it without taking aim. Another has him plunking 
five out of six rifle shots into a pine board one mile away ... . 

The l~nd and the canyon have survived all the noise and blood
shed. In good years the flats still nurture fat cattle; ranchers later 
than Frenchy and Lee still hold firm. On the canyon's high slopes 
in March and April, cactus blooms enliven the rocks with bursts 
of orange and purple and red. The waters still flow through the rock 
pools; in certain secluded places in early May, springs still sprinkle 
down on lush beds of little wild yellow orchids. 

Today, as nearby Holloman Air Base and Alamogordo itself lay 

increasing claims to the air- and land-space that surrounds them, 
Dog Canyon abides. Here, under park management the ruins of 

(Continued on page 48.) 
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THE TIMES-
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO 

-~,@b~ by.~@~--A1 µ- Jay Smith ~ 1~ 

A
fter the departure of editors Richard J. Hinton and Sidney 
Shaw-Eady, as reported in this column last winter, the f'.I 
Paso Daily Times ceased publication, with the last issue 

dated December 16, 1883. There are indications in the El Paso 

Herald that under new ownership the Times resumed publishing 
in March of 1884; however, the first copies now available carry April 
datelines. 

So, with no Times issues for the first quarter of 1884, we include 
here one item of its news published during the fourth quarter of 
1883-and then, in order to cover the events for the first three 
months of 1884, we offer some material from the f'.I Paso Herald, 

a weekly newspaper. 

November 25 
New Horse Car Line. The street railway down San Antonio street is 
now an assured fact, and those persons living in the eastern por
tion of the city can congratulate themselves on the fact that they 
can in a few days save themselves the trouble of walking when they 
wish to visit the business portion of town. This mo.ming the grading 
of San Antonio street begins, the contract having been awarded to 
Colonel Marr, and that gentleman informs us that within the next 
twelve days, the cars will be running from El Paso to Hills street, 
a point just below Mr. Kneeland 's residence. 

And now, so that readers will stay abreast of El Paso's 
newsworthy events during the first three months of 1884, 
these excerpts from the El Paso Herald: 

January 6 
The county seat has been in El Paso now for some time-but times 
have not yet got so amazingly brisk after all. 

Jay Smith , the author or this regular Password Feature , is active as a writer 
or historical articles and also as a member or a number or local and national 
organizations devoted to the study and preservation or the history or the 
Southwest. 
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January 13 
Consumers should beware of cheap ready-made jellies. The 
strawberries, pineapples, cherry, apple, pear, peach and apricot all 
have their flavors chemically imitated in this wonderful later day 
when science is ... made to serve commercial ends. 

January 27 
How time flies! The first month of the new year is nearly gone; the 
Times is busted, the Lone Star is advertised for sale, and three hash
houses closed up yesterday. 

School Notes. The roof over Miss Dobson's room was being repaired 
yesterday. It needed it badly. 

February 3 
Now we have no fault to find with the city marshal, and attach no 
blame to him even if he was receiving twice the amount of his pre
sent salary. He is perhaps ... a better officer than we have ever had 
in this position in this city. But the question is, can the city afford 
to pay such a price to the incumbent of that office? The salary is 
$150; and the perquisites run all the way from $50 to $IOO per 
month. Last month they footed up over $50 making the marshal's 
salary over $200. Nbw in a little town· of 3,500 people, such a thing 
is unheard of. We will wager that there is not a town in the state 
that pays so dearly for the services of a city marshal as El Paso 
is doing. San Antonio, perhaps the largest city in the state, with 
an estimated population of over 30,000 ... pays her marshal $150 
per month; Houston with a population of 25,000, pays $100 per 
month; Dallas, 20,000 population, pays $100 per month .... 

A lady is in charge of the Central Telephone office. Gents should 
be careful how they talk about any of their secrets over the wire. 

March 9 
Mr. Sidney Shaw-Eady is now flourishing as a merchant in general 
merchandise, at Casas Grandes, Mexico. 

March 16 
The Rio Grande is booming at Albuquerque. We may expect an un
precedented rise in the river here in about two weeks. 

March 23 
The main plaza looks well, with its pretty border of cactus and 
Spanish dagger. It improves the looks of that portion of the city 
wonderfully. * 
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EL PASO CITY-COUNTY HOSPITAL 
~ by ~ 

H. D. Garrett, M.D. 

B
efore the advent of Medicaid and other welfare programs, 
the medical problems of the indigent were managed in 
hospitals especially intended for this purpose. One such 

medical facility was the El Paso City-County Hospital, which served 
this community in a vital function as its charity hospital. In the 
1950s its name was changed to El Paso General Hospital, a1;1d when 
it was rebuilt entirely in 1963 it was given its present name, 
Thomason General Hospital. 

As a recent graduate from medical school, I came to El Paso in 
1941 to serve a year's internship at El Paso City-County Hospital, 
located at what then was the eastern extremity of El Paso, way out 
on Alameda Street past Evergreen Cemetery. My choice of this par
ticular hospital was based on its national accreditation for 
physician-training plus the fact that its interns received $25 per 
month, more than interns were paid in any other hospital in 
Texas-and in most other states at that time. Interns were on duty 
24 hours a day, seven days a week, with four hours off each week. 

In comparison with modern hospitals, resplendent in glistening 
chrome, superb plumbing, and intricate electronic apparatus with 
winking lights, hospitals of 40 and 50 years ago were quite stark 
in physical appearance. El Paso City-County Hospital had opened 
in 1914 in a small adobe building; it was enlarged to 123 beds in 
1932, and by 1941 it had 225 beds, including 88 for tuberculosis 
patients. In those days most of the space in hospitals was utilized 
for patient care inasmuch as today's echelons of supervisory per
sonnel had not been contrived. The superintendent had a small of
fice, and the auditor had a cubbyhole where he kept the few ac
counts necessary in a primarily non-pay hospital. 

In 1941 El Paso City-County Hospital was housed on a little "cam
pus" composed of a three-story main building which had on its first 
floor two emergency rooms, an outpatient clinic, a pharmacy, a 
small medical library, and the superintendent's office; two adjacent 
buildings, one for care of tuberculosis cases and the other for pa
tients with contagious diseases; another building which served as 

Dr. Garrett has practiced medicine in El Paso since the early 1940s. He is a 
Charter member of the Society. 
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El Paso City-County Hospita l 

The new seven-story Thomason General Hospital nears completion , c . 1963, and 
towers over old El Paso General, formerly City-County Hospital , lower right. (El Paso 
Tim es pho to, courtesy M. G. McKinney) 

quarters for nurses and the superintendent; and the hospital 
garage, which had an upstairs apartment for the interns. Open 
wards contained the patients, with the exception of a few private 
rooms in the contagious-disease unit. These facilities, though not 
fancy, served the purposes for patient care, were maintained ade
quately, and were kept clean. 

Several ingredients made this hospital an excellent one for both 
patient-care and physieian-training: the voluntary participation of 
all El Paso doctors, who received no pay whatsoever for their ser
vices; the fine esprit de corps manifested by the nursing staff; and 
the efficient management of the entire hospital under the super
vision of Arthur Butler, M.D. 

Dr. Butler, a man both tender and tough, had served in the 
Medical Corps of the United States Army and later as a doctor in 
mining camps in Mexico. He operated a first-rate hospital on strict 
discipline, and he was also a match for local elected officials who 
tried to manipulate the publicly-supported hospital. It was a 
pleasure to observe Dr. Butler catching one of those politicians in 
the act of trying to obtain free hospital care for some friend or con
stituent who could well afford to pay for such care. Many physi-
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cians in El Paso obtained part of their medical training at this 
hospital, and each one reveres the memory of Dr. Butler as an ad
ministrator and friend. 

One of the most active units in the hospital was its 24-hour 
emergency room-the only one in El Paso at that time. Interns 
rotated service of emergencies in addition to their regular duties. 
The hours became rather long, particularly on bloody weekends 
and holidays. Imagine the consternation of this fledgling physician, 
who spoke no Spanish, on his first Saturday night on emergency
room duty to learn that almost every case of shooting or stabbing 
had been perpetrated by an omnipresent someone named Ken Sob
by. At least, this sounded like the name given by each victim when 
questioned by the police. Later I learned that this answer actually 
was " Quien sabe:' 

Since Dr. Butler's wife operated the telephone switchboard dur
ing the day, not many secrets were safe when transmitted by phone 
because she kept the key open and listened in on most conversa
tions, particularly those in which her husband was a party. Some 
of this phone monitoring probably was triggered by an incident in 
which Dr. Butler had been visited in his office by a local prominent 
politician. During this visit the voices were heard to rise in intensi
ty; soon there was a shuffling of feet, and then the visitor was seen 
fleeing down the hall with Dr. Butler in close pursuit, loaded pistol 
in hand. Cooler heads prevailed and the disagreement ended 
without bloodshed, but the politician ~hereafter maintained a safe 
distance from the hospital. Apparently Dr. Butler in his years in Mex
ico had developed a direct approach to settling disputes. 

Tuberculosis, particularly among the poor, was a leading cause 
of disability or death in the years before our present effective 
medications for its control became available. Physicians skilled in 
the few accepted procedures for medical and surgical care of tuber
culosis did what they could, but the major credit for survival in 
those afflicted was due to conscientious nursing care and suppor
tive therapy, principally nutrition and bed rest. A great number of 
tubercular patients are alive and well today because of the excellent 
care they received in the tuberculosis unit of this hospital. 

When deprived of their usual foods for medical reasons, many 
hospitalized patients, regardless of the nature or severity of their 
diseases, contrived to have a favorite food slipped in from the out
side. One such case involved a patient being fed intravenously with 
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a tube down his nose into the stomach to prevent gaseous disten
tion. He arranged for contraband food to be handed through the 
window by his bed. Within a short time the stomach tube became 
plugged, and examination revealed a wad of chili and beans block
ing it. Incidents such as this were quite common in the old hospital 
because of easy access by open first-floor windows. 

Blood banks being non-existent 40 years ago, all blood transfu
sions for City-County patients came as donations from friends or 
family members. The hospital laboratory performed the necessary 
tests to obtain suitable donors. Ambulance services were provided 
mostly by the various mortuaries in the city with an occasional 
assist by an archaic panel truck housed at the hospital. 

The contagious disease unit of the hospital rarely had an empty 
bed. Except for William Beaumont Army Hospital, El Paso City
County Hospital had the orfly separate building for isolation of 
contagious-disease patients in the area. Contagious diseases were 
very common in crowded living conditions among the less privi
leged, and of these El Paso had plenty. Medical textbooks in the 
1930s stated that El Paso had the highest rate of typhoid fever in 
the United States. Diphtheria was also quite common , often requir-

' ing surgery on the windpipe to allow breathing; and several cases 
of smallpox occurred. In those days before penicillin and the anti
biotic medications, only a couple of early toxic sulfa drugs were 
available for treatment of disease. Vaccine for prevention of 
poliomyelitis had not yet been developed, so these cases, as well 
as epidemic meningitis, were treated here. Again , good nursing 
care, in addition to the volunteer service of local physicians, was 
the key to success in most cases of contagious disease. 

The obstetrical ward was also extremely busy, its problems com
poundeq by the fact that many Mexican nationals wanted their 
children to be born on United States soil. It was not unusual to have 
a frantic taxi driver appear at the emergency room exclaiming that 
he had a pregnant mother in his cab who either was about to have 
a baby or had already done so. The mother-to-be would wait until 
the very last minute to summon a taxi to bring her from Juarez 
to the hospital so that she could not be refused entry. Rumors 
described a particular bump in a street on the United States side 
of the international bridge, which was often struck sharply by the 
taxi hurrying to reach the hospital; this jolt often precipitated the 
birth of the baby, who was on the verge of being born anyway . 
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One evening in 1941, when the emergency-room business was 
slow, two of the interns decided to perform a "deodorizing" opera
tion on a baby skunk captured that day on the levee. The smaller 
emergency room was put to this use, but the skunk had a convul
sion from the anesthetic; and its gland, scheduled for removal and 
supposedly quite immature, functioned so efficiently that-the en
tire hospital's population became acutely aware of the skunk's 
presence. Just at this moment, the smaller emergency room was 
needed for the care of an accident victim. The skunk was hurried
ly moved to another site, but the pungent atmosphere persisted
and did not enhance the patient's opinion of the hospital. Then sud
denly appeared Dr. Butler, who made it quite clear, with a minimum 
of words, that no further veterinary surgery, on skunks in particular, 
would be performed in this hospital. 

In this medical facility located in a border city with a large in
digent population presenting every imaginable disease, young 
physicians had a wealth of training as well as countless oppor
tunities to render medical care to those in need. The tradition of 
medicine in which the older physician teaches the younger was con
tinued admirably in this setting. * 

• • vieJo --.... .. up the dirt road 
hobbling to the bus 
with his Adam's apple 
forgetting his heart his heart 
out of control in Spring 
when old men set out 
from their mountain shacks 
for a whiff of maidens 
in the plaza 

-Joseph Somoza 
(reprinted with permission 

of the author) 
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ACTMTIES 
OF THE SOCIETY ___,,~y~ 

Three of the Society's major activities came under the spot

light at the February 26 Quarterly Meeting when the prizes 
were presented to the winners respectively of the two writing 

contests sponsored annually by the Society and also to the recipi
ent of the Porter Memorial Award. 

The 1983 Historical Memories Contest, open to persons 60 years 
of age and older, yielded an excellent harvest of memoir-essays nur

tured in a field that stretches from Santa Fe, New Mexico, to Midland, 
Texas. Newcomb Brunner, the contest chairman, presented the First 
Prize ($100) to Eugene Thurston for his article "Sixty-Odd Years in 
the Greeting Card Business;' Secorid Prize ($50) to Ed F. lmle for 
" My First Visit to Carlsbad Caverns;' and Third Prize ($25) to Elliot 
S. Barker for "A Record Symbolic of Rags to Riches:' Honorable Men

tion Certificates, each carrying a one-year membership to the Socie
ty. were presented to Gaynell M. Miller, Rowena Autry Moitoret, and 
Justin F. Gleichauf. The contest judges were Dr. H. D. Garrett, Mrs. 
Carl Hertzog, and Mrs. Newcomb Brunner. 

Under the vigorous chairmanship of Samuel Sanchez, Sr. , the 
1983 Frank Gorm~n Memorial Historical Essay Contest, open to 

seventh , eighth, and ninth graders, elicited a record number of 67 
essays from pupils distributed among eleven schools in the El Paso 

area. The contestjudges-Roberta Fugate, Conrey Bryson, and Fran
cis L. Fugate-had determined the following winners, to whom the 
awards were duly made: First Prize ($100) to Steve Wilson (Morehead 

Junior High School) for his essay entitled " Kahn's Bakery;' Second 
Prize ($50) to Eric Olszewski (Magoffin School) for "A Dust Covered 
Post;' and Third Prize ($25) to Richard A. Clark, Jr. (Riverside High 

School), for " Family History:' In addition to the money awards, Cer
tificates of Merit were presented to these pupils for the essays each 
had submitted: Brandeis Davila (Blessed Sacrament School), Erika 
Seebacher (Magoffin School), Shai L. Cartwright (Clint School), Heidi 
Keller (Morehead Junior High), and Tammy Harvey (Blessed Sacra
ment School). 

Mr. Sanchez praised all of the teachers from the participating 

schools for supporting the contest and for encouraging their pupils 
to submit entries. The "Cooperative Teacher" Award (a one-year 
membership to the Society) was presented to Mrs. Clara Odom of 
Morehead Junior High School. 
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Next on the awards-agenda came the presentation of the Eugene 
0. Porter Memorial Award, a prize of $I 00 given each year to the 
author of the best article published in Password as determined by 
the editorial board. The 1983 Award was presented to Martha P. 
Peterson for her article "All Aboard! The Interurban to El Paso High, 
1913-1917 ;' which appeared in the Winter issue. Announcement was 
also made of the several other Password articles recognized and 
commended by the editorial board for their excellence: Nancy 
Hamilton's 'Town and Gown: The Early Years" (Fall), Carol Ann Price's 
" Eugene Cunningham and the El Paso Southwest" (Summer), Willard 
G. Books' " East Meets West: El Pasoans of Chinese Descent" (Sum
mer), Bud Newman's "The Case of the Missing Documents" (Winter), 
Dr. W. H. Timmons' "The Church of Ysleta-Recent Documentary 
Discoveries" (Fall), Dr. Wayne R. Austerman's " Return to the Jornada" 
(Winter), Salvador Ballinas' "The View from the Second Ward" (Fall) , 
and Rebecca T. Garrett's " Bottle Talk" (Fall). 

Regarding the Porter Award , the members were reminded that it 
was established in memory of Dr. Eugene 0. Porter, the first editor 
of Password, that it is financed by gifts to the ~ciety, and that such 
contributions are tax-deductible and may be sent to the Porter 
Award Fund, c /o The El Paso County Historical Society, P.O. Box 28, 
El Paso, Texas 79940. ti 

?:~ SOUTHWEST COOKERY OF OLD ~! 

N ancy Hamilton, former editor of Password, numbers among 
her valued family possessions a nineteenth-century cookbook 

which belonged to her grandmother, Mrs. R. E. Miller of Pecos, Texas. 
On a well-thumbed page in that cookbook, Mrs. Hamilton finds 

these words from ... 

,,.....---.tl--o.-An Old Citizen to a Young Wife-..t:--o.--
Your potatoes should be of the same size, peeled and cooked in cold 

water to start with. When they are fairly done, drain them excellently well, 
and keep the cover off them carefully. Do not let the steam strike in . Mash 
and mash and mash. Potatoes will stand a great lot of salt. and butter 
is thrown away on them , I am afraid . You can try that. however; what I 
am after is a dish of dry, mashed potatoes, as flaky as the snow in a bliz
zard . Some people's potatoes are as slushy as hop yeast. Bah! There are 
housewives who never have wet mashed potatoes, and I have given you 
their exact mode. If yours continue sloppy, simplify the proceeding; do 
not slice; be careful about the steam , and mash and mash. 
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A photographic interpretation by El Pasoan Dr. Allan Barasch of a moonrise over 
the Franklin Mountains and featuring also the wooden cross which was placed at 
the construction site of St. Francis-on-the-Hill Episcopal Church by some of the work
ingmen who were building the church in 1979. The cross is greatly cherished by 
the people of St. Francis-on-the-Hill for its unaffected expression of faith , and its 
image is included in the church logo. (Photo courtesy Dr. Barasch) 
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THE GENTLEMEN'S CLUB: THE STORY OF PROSTITUTION IN 
EL PASO by H. Gordon Frost. El Paso: Mangan Books, $29.95. 

After fifteen years of research , Gor
don Frost's history of prostitution in El 

Paso is finally a reality. The study en
tailed a detailed reading of hundreds 
of local newspapers, police records, 

scrapbooks, photograph albums, and 
other source materials. Frost inter
viewed 70 prostitutes and a similar 
number of persons who had either 
patronized the girls or had other con

nections with this facet of El Paso's 
history. 

His prize informant was a 104-year
old prostitute who began plying her 
trade in 1893. She got married in 1903 
and " became a respectable housewife" 

with eight children. After the death of 

her husband, she returned to El Paso and Juarez during World War 
II as a madam. However, after troubles with Juarez authorities for 
not paying excessive bribes she decided to retire, "as I had enough 
money and memories to last for the rest of my life:' She refused 
to be photographed to avoid recognition and possible embarrass
ment to one of her many great-great grandchildren. 

Documentation of prostitution in El Paso begins with records of 

laundresses/camp followers during the Mexican War, and the author 
brings the picture up-to-date with a look at present-day street
walkers, bar belles, call girls, and hitch-hookers. 
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Shortly after the arrival of the railroad in 1881, gamblers, saloon 

keepers, and prostitutes began to arrive, and El Paso quickly earned 
the sobriquet "Sin City:· City officials confined prostitution to a 
restricted area-a zone of tolerance-and established a system of 

" fines" which served to pay the salaries and expenses of the police 
department. This practice lasted into the 1920s. Regular medical 
inspections helped control the venereal disease rate. By the turn 
of the century a New York sociologist was citing El Paso as a model 
city for its system of vice control. 

The results of various abortive attempts by reformers to eliminate 
vice, particularly prostitution, prompted the author's conclusion 
that early-day prostitutes provided a civilizing influence in the city. 

El Paso brothels ranged in quality from the meanest cribs to posh 
establishments such as Tillie Howard 's Marlborough Club and May 

Palmer's Gentlemen's Club. • 
Frost tells it all. The story is sometimes seamy, often raucous, 

frequently violent, but well-punctuated with humor. The story is 
told in good taste and with compassion. The reader who is looking 
for a salacious rendering will be disappointed. As C. L. Sonnichsen 
writes in his introc;luction, " frost has added a great deal to our 
knowledge of the oldest profession as practiced, over the years, in 
one western town and has amplified and corrected all previous 
studies in his area:· No collection of El Paso history will be com

plete without this volume. 
Appropriately enough, the book is bound in " passionate purple" 

cloth . In addition to the trade edition, there are two special edi
tions. Both of these contain a fascinating 90-minute tape record
ing of interviews with prostitutes. The set is boxed and banded with 

a purple and white garter which is graced with a miniature holstered 
six-shooter. 

The " Madam's Edition" ($125) is limited to 31 copies, each of 
which contains an authentic turn-of-the-century calling card from 
May Palmer's or Etta Clark's establishment. But don't expect to find 
one in the bookstore; this edition sold out prior to release. The 

"Parlor House Edition;· identical except for the calling card, sells 
for $75. 

FRANCIS L. FUGATE 
Professor Emeritus of English 
The University of Texas at El Paso 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FRONTIER AND WESTERN FICTION 
edited by Jon Tuska and Vicki Piekarski. New York: McGraw
HiII Book Company, $29.95. 

The appearance of this lovely book within weeks of the issue of 
Twentieth Century Western Writers from Gale Research Company 
places the state of scholarship on Western writing in unusually 
sharp focus. There is activity in this field as never before, thanks 
in large part to such scholars as Richard Etulain of the University 
of New Mexico, Robert Gale of the University of Pittsburgh, John 
Milton of the University of South Dakota, Professor Emeritus C. L. 

Sonnichsen of The University of Texas at El Paso, and Jon Tuska 
of Lewis & Clark College in Portland, and his collaborator, Vicki 
Piekarski. 

This book (in which Sonnichsen is consulting editor and Deane 

Mansfield-Kelley of the English department at The University of 
Texas at El Paso a contributing editor) has some similarities to the 
Gale Research volume: each covers about 300 Western writers, each 
provides biographical, bibliographical, and critical data. Beyond 
these similarities, however, the differences are what are remarkable. 

The Gale volume is clearly and distinctly a book for libraries (the 
$80 price tag, the sea-of-print format the plain-jane design-all 
augur against the trade sale), while this book is intended both for 
bookbuyers and libraries; and, if justice is done, it will reach both 

audiences: it is reasonably priced fpr a book of this type, very 
presentably designed with a gorgeous Western still-lifejacket writ
ten tightly and provocatively by its several contributors. And, since 
it is not restricted to the 20th century, Tuska and Piekarski have 
included as " Frontier and Western" writers figures such as James 
Fenimore Cooper, Bret Harte, Karl Anton Post!, Timothy Flint Mark 
Twain, and Washington Irving. Also, as an " Encyclopedia;' there are 

essays on such subjects as " Historic Personalities" and " Native 
Americans''....-excellent surveys and only too few of them. 

By and large, the editors have covered the ground well, omitting 
no significant writer and including a good many insignificant ones 
(which they themselves seem to admit), the kind of thing a reference 
book of this nature must do. 

To some readers, looking up their favorite writers, the entries will 
seem a bit too pejorative, too opinionated, too negative, as if the 
editors would entertain no differing opinions. I confess I found this 
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quality irritating-even when I agreed with their opinions. As a 
sophisticated reader, I do not relish being told that something is 
an absolute which clearly is not. 

Nonetheless, Encyclopedia of Frontier and Western Fiction is an 
immensely valuable reference tool and one destined to be in use 
for a long, long time. 

DALE L. WALKER 
Director, News Service 
The University of Texas at El Paso 

~~ 
~i~ 

IMAGES AND CONVERSATIONS: MEXICAN AMERICANS 
RECALL A SOUTHWESTERN PAST by Patricia Preciado Mar· 
tin. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, $12.50. 

This handsome book is a compilation of thirteen oral histories 
taken from Mexican Americans native to Tucson, Arizona. The 
stories are supplemented by the excellent photographs of talented 
photographer Louis ' Carlos Bernal. 

The experiences related by the interviewees focus on personal 
histories and emphasize " the way things were" in the "olden days:' 
Memoirists tell of their family backgrounds, growing up, life in their 
neighborhoods, how they made a living, interaction with the out
side world, and the changes they have observed over the years. 
Some relate fascinating stories and tales handed down to them by 
their ancestors. As one would expect, most of the interviewees have 
a connection with the Mexican state of Sonora, where either a 
parent Of grandparent made his/ her home before moving to 
Tucson . 

The picture that emerges from these statements about Tucson 
in the early 20th century is that of a small , rural, isolated com· 
munity where the pace was slow and life was full of meaning. It 
is an image, fondly remembered, of the "good old days" when 
neighborhood people knew each other well and helped each other. 
It portrays also many present-day structures and landmarks which 
evoke recollections of events that continue to have significance for 
the respondents. 

Images and Conversations adds a valuable perspective to our 
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understanding of early Tucson. The interviewees were all well 
chosen, to include people of varied backgrounds and representa
tion from both men and women. 

OSCAR J. MARTINEZ 
Associate Professor, Department of History 
Director, Inter-American and Border Studies 
The University of Texas at El Paso 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Password is pleased to present the follow
ing book review by one of the Society's junior members, 
12-year-old Sunny Leigh Brockmoller, who combines her live
ly interest in local history with a number of other activities: 
she plays first violin in her school orchestra, regularly enters 
competitive swimming events, and participates in an ad
vanced mathematics and language-arts program. Sunny Leigh 
is the granddaughter of (Life) Society members Judge and Mrs. 
Hans E. Brockmoller. 

OVERLAND TO CALIFORNIA IN 1859: A GUIDE FOR WAGON 
TRAIN TRAVELERS compiled and edited by Louis M. Bloch. 
Cleveland, Ohio: Bloch and Company, $9.95 

This research manual for upper elementary, junior and senior 
high school pupils has got to be one of the best sources of infor
mation for people of any age wishing to learn about overland travel 
to California in 1859. It is composed of excerpts from several books 
published in the mid-1850s, all written to help travelers plan a safe 
and successful overland trip. It also has illustrations from the 
original publications as well as maps of the main routes between 
the Mississippi River and the Pacific Ocean. 

One of these routes, over which the semi-weekly mail to Califor
nia passed, left the Arkansas River at Ft. Smith. Another was the 
great emigrant route from Missouri to California and Oregon. It is 
described as well worn and easy to follow. Then there was the 
Southern route (the only one suitable for winter travel), which ran 
through Texas, passed by several Rio Grande villages like San 
Elizario and El Paso, and then crossed the desert. 

After selecting a route, the readers are advised to organize into 
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· a company of 50 to 70 people, all properly armed and equipped. 
The company had to be large enough to herd and guard the animals 
and to protect against Indians, but not so large as to delay travel. 
Then the group was to choose a commander-or captain, as he was 
called-a person of integrity, good judgment, and experience. This 
captain would direct the order of march, starting time and halting, 
selection of camps, and commands to the guards. Members of the 
group should be required to sign an agreement to follow all orders 
and decisions of the captain and to help him in carrying out his 
duties. Various details about money arrangements are also included 
in this section. 

The prospective travelers are next told about the equipment, food, 
and animals needed for the longjourney. Spring " waggons" made 
in Concord, New Hampshire, were highly recommended . As for 
animals, the several writers advocated mules, oxen, and cows (in 
addition to horses). Mules were useful in the hauling of heavy loads 
of grain; oxen were needed on muddy or sandy roads (and also were 
not as likely to be run off by Indians); and cows made fresh milk 
possible when travel was slow, and if necessary they could be used 
to pull wagons. 

The book includes a list of suitable clothing for each man for 
three months. Wool is described as the best material for protection 
from sun rays, rains, or changes in temperature. Woolen socks and 
heavy boots to the knees, made wide enough to tuck in pants, were 
considered best for horsemen. For traveling through deep snow dur
ing very cold weather, moccasins were thought to be better than 
boots or shoes because they allowed freer circulation of the blood. 
Travelers were advised to sleep in the open during the mild and 
warm months, except in the rainy season. Various ways to survive 
on the d~y, hot passages like the Jornada def Muerto in the Ter
ritory of New Mexico, for example, are detailed. If no vegetables were 
available, the traveler was told to carry along some essence of 
lemon to prevent scurvy. 

According to the writers of the time, the success of a long trip 
through the unpopulated country depended mainly on the care 
taken of the animals, the way they were driven, herded, and guard
ed. Drivers were to be closely watched by the entire company. Those 
who rarely used the whip or forced animals to move faster than a 
walk invariably kept their animals in the best condition. A distance 
of no more than 16 to 18 miles a day was advised. 

47 

=.J 



Book Reviews 

Overland to California in 1859 is fascinating to read. Every word 
is important, every page interesting. I often imagined I was taking 
part in the preparations for a long, slow trip across the continent. 
The care of the animals and the suggested methods of survival in
terested me most. The book does not mention children. I wondered 
whether they were often frightened during the dangerous trip. The 
wild nowers and animals must have made them happy. Maybe they 
were permitted to ride horses during quiet times. 

SUNNY LEIGH BROCKMOLLER 
Seventh Grade, Canyon Hills Junior High School 
El Paso 

Dog Canyon ••• from page 31. 

Frenchy's cabin have been stabilized and Oliver Lee's adobe dwell
ing is being restored. In Oliver Lee State Park, a refuge for modern 
whiteskins and redskins alike, men and women and children can 
discover nature's own pageant here that features not killings but 
bright, clean water and the canyon's aloof, towering grandeur. 

Dog Canyon is a small but eloquent example of what historians 
eventually learn as they study the perpetual conflicts between the 
alarums of war and the peace that always comes after. In the silence 
at Dog Canyon, a battlefield grows flowers. -t. 

The Tarahumaras ••• from page 28. 

707-708, 729; Francisco R. Almada, La rebf;.Ji6n de Tom6chi, (Chihuahua, Talleres 
Linotipograficos del Gobierno del Estado, 1938); Francisco R. Almada, Gober
nadores de/ t:stado de Chihuahua, (Mexico, lmprenta de la H. Camara de 
Diputados, 1950), 265, 413. For the Terracista explanation of the Tomochi af
fair see Jose Fuentes Mares,, .. Y Mexico se refugio en el desierto, Luis Terrazas: 
Historia y destino, (Mexico, Editorial Jus, S. A,, 1954), 213-227, Further accounts 
of Tomochi are found in: Jose Bravo Ugarte, ttistoria de barbaro, 290-308: Efren 
Nunez Mata, Mexico en la historia, (Mexico, Talleres Graficos de la Nacion, 1951), 
522; Jose Carlos Chavez, " Peleando en Tomochi, como luchan los serranos 
chihuahuenses; fragmento de las memories del General D. Francisco Castro;· 
Boletin de la Sociedad Chihuahuense de t:studios Hist6ricos . Chihuahua. Vol. 
IV, Nos. 8-12 , January-May 20, 1943. 

6 . Heriberto Frias, Tom6chi, (Mexico, Editora Nacional, S. A. , 1951), is a reprint of 
the fifth edition of 1906. For liberary criticism of Frias see Mariano Azuela, Cien 
anos de nave/a mexicana, (Mexico, t:diciones Batas, 1947), 213-215. Also see 
Francisco I. Madero, La sucesi6n presidencial en 1910, (Mexico, Segunda edi
cion , No pub,, 1909), 152-153. 

7. Almada, Gobernadores def t:stado de Chihuahua, 437, 441 ; Barrios Martinez, 
" El problema tarahumara;· lmpacto, pp. 30-35; Manuel R. Esquer, "Chihuahua 
y sus problemas, el problema tarahumara;· Nos. XVI and XXVL E/ Mexicano, 
August 20, September 8 , 1956; Andres Molina Enriquez, Los grandes problemas 
naciona/es, (Mexico, lmprenta de A. Carranza e Hijos, 1909), 118; Eduardo enri
que Rios, " Enrique C. Creel , sus principios agrarios;· Novedades, (Mexico), 
February 13, 1957. 

8. Filiberto Gomez Gonzalez, Raramuri, mi diario Tarahumara, (Mexico, Talleres 
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Tipograficos de Excelsior, Cia. Editorial , S. C. L. , 1948), xii ; on lighting at Ba
quiriachic, The Mexican Herald, (Mexico), January 20, 21, 29, 1911; El Paso 
Herald, (El Paso, Texas), May 4, 1911 , for Captain Madrid; Gorgonia Beltran in 
Juan B. Vargas, "A sangre y fuego con Pancho Villa;' Mujeres y deportes (Mex
ico), June 17, 19.39, p. 16. 

9. Manuel R. Esquer, "Chihuahua y sus problemas, el problema tarahumara;' No. 
XXVI, El Mexicano, August 20, September 8 , 1956. 

IO. La raza Tarahumara: investigaci6n, (Mexico, Departamento de Trabajo, 19.36), 
185; Gomez Gonzalez, Raramuri, mi diario Tarahumara, XVlll-XXXll. 

11 . Manuel Ocampo, Historia de la Misi6n de la Tarahumara, 1900-1950, (Mexico, 
Editorial "Buena Prensa;' S. A. , 1950), 6-11 , 15.3-168, .304-.307; Letter of Alfonso 
Caso to Father Ocampo in El Universal (Mexico), February 16, 1955; Interview 
with Father Ocampo, "La obra en la Tarahumara y lo que falta por hacer:' El 
Univesal, April 11 , 1955; Interview with Father Ocampo in Norte (Chihuahua), 
" La Mision de la Tarahumara necesita de nuestra ayuda;' July 22 , 1955; Jor
dan, Cr6nica de un pais barbaro, 42.3-426. 

12. Lucio Mendieta y Nunez, El problema agrario de Mexico, (Mexico, Editorial Por
rua, S. A., 1946), 40-5.3; Fernando Gonzalez Roa, El aspecto agrario de la revo/u
ci6n mexicana, (Mexico, Poder Ejectivo Federal, 1919), 259-264; Nathan L. Whet
ten, Rural Mexico, (Chicago, The University of Chicago Press, 1948), 42-4.3, 91-9.3, 
115. 

1.3. For the Spanish communal land system see: Fernando Gonzalez Roa, Las cues
tiones fundamentales de actualidad en Mexico, (Mexico. lmprenta de la Secretaria 
de Relaciones Exteriores, 1927), 2J0-216; Fernando Gonzalez Roa and Jose Covar
rubios, El problema rural de Mexico, (Mexico, Tipografia de la Oficina lmpresora 
de la Secretaria de Hacienda, 1917), 25-.32; Fernando Gonzalez Roa, El caracter 
de la /egislaci6n colonial espanola en America, (Mexico, lmprenta de la Secretaria 
de Relaciones Exteriores, 19.3.3), 12-14; Mendieta y Nunez, El Problema agrario 
de Mexico, 64-78; Felix F. Palavicini, ed., Mexico, Historia de su evoluci6n con
structiva, (Mexico, Distribuidora Editorial "Libro, S. de R. L.;' 1945), Ill, 12.3-124; 
Secretaria de Fomento, Colonizacion e lndustria, Trabajos e iniciativas de la Com
isi6n Agraria Ejecutiva, (Mexico, lmprenta y Fototipia de la Secretaria de Fomento, 
1912), 28-29; Eyler~· Simpson, The Ejido, Mexico's Way Out, (Chapel Hill , The 
University of North Carolina Press, 19.37), vii-viii, 11 -14; Francisco Torres Rojas, 
"Antecedentes del ejido mexicano;' in La vox agraria , Mexico, Year I, No . .3, 4, 
July, August, 1944; Jorge Vera Estanol Al margen de la constituci6n de 1917, 
(Los Angeles, Wayside Press, 1920), 14.3. The cedula of Philip IL December I, 
158.3, creating the Indian ejidos, is found in Recopilaci6n de /eyes de lndias , 
Ley VIII , Titulo Ill, Libro VI. For suppression of the encom iendas see Silvio A. 
Zavala, La encomienda indiana , (Madrid, Centro de Estudios Historicos, 19.35), 
.3.39-.346. 

14. Codigo de la reforma o coleccion de leyes, decretos y supremas ordenes ex
pedidas desde 1856 hasta 1861, (Mexico, lmprenta Literaria, 1861), 10-15, .31-.32; 
Leyes de reforma, gobiernos de Ignacio Comonfort y Benito Juarez, 1856-186:3, 
(Mexico, Empresas Editoriales, S. A., 1947), 25-.36; Antonio Villareal Munoz, 
Restituci6n y dotaci6n de ejidos, el problema agrario de Mexico: Leyes, decretos, 
circu/ares y disposiciones expedidad ultimamente en la materia, publicadas 
con autorizaci6n de la Comisi6n Nacional Agraria, (Mexico, no pub., 1921), 2.3-41; 
Mechai:n , Church and State In Latin America, 4.32-4.35; Molina Enriquez, Los 
grandes problemas naciona/es, 54-58, on the circular of October 9 , 1856. 

15. Francisco Zarco, Historia def Congreso Constituyente de 1857, (Mexico, lmprenta 
I. Escalante, S. A., 1916), 262-265. For the disentailment provisions see: Jose 
Covarrubias, La trascendencia politica de la reforma agraria , (Mexico, Antigua 
lmprenta de Murguia, 1922), 1.34-1.36, 142-14.3; Cesar Garizurieta, Realidad de/ 
ejido, (Mexico, Editorial Dialectica, 1938) 46-47: Mendieta y Nunez Mata, Mex
ico en la historia, 515-516: Parkes, A History of Mexico, 234-240, 278; Secretaria 
de Fomento, Colonizacion e lndustria, Travajos e lniciativas de la Comisi6n 
Agraria Ejectuvia, 29-31; Frank Tannenbaum, Peace by Revolution , (New York, 
Columbia University Press, 1933), 1.38-14.3; Whetten , Rural Mexico, 85-86. 

16. Julio Cuadras Coldas, Catecismo agrario, recopilaci6n comp/eta de /eyes, 
reglamentos, circulares, instrucciones, jurisprudencia, tranitaci6n, machotes, 
contabilidad, etc., en materia agraria, (Mexico, no pub., 1929), 205-209; Charles 
Curtis Cumberland, Mexican Revolution, Genesis Under Madero, (Austin, Univer
sity of Texas Press, 1952), 214-215; Secretaria Fomento, Co/ecci6n de /eyes sobre 
tierras y disposiciones sabre ejidos, (Mexico, lmprenta y Fototipia de la Secretaria 
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de Fomento, 1913), 172-175; Secretaria de Agricultura y Fomento, Colecci6n de 
/eyes sobre tierras y demas disposiciones relacionadas con las mismas, com· 
prende de/ aiio 186.3 a 194.3, (mexico, Talleres Graficos de la Nacion, 19444), 
70·73; Alfonso Taracena, " La labor social de Madero;· Revisita de revistas , Mex· 
ico, No. 2,397, February 26, 1956, pp. 6·7; Diario oficial de los Estados Unidos 
Mexicanos , Vol. CIX, No. 27, April I , 1912, 405·413, Vol. CXlll , No. 13, September 
16, 1912, 137-149, for Madero's speech; The Mexican Herald, September 17, 1912. 

17. Secretaria de Fomento, Colonizacion e lndustria, Trabajos e lniciativas de la Com· 
isi6n Agraria Ejectuvia 3·26, 48-52; Diario de /os debates de la Camara de 
Diputados de/ Congreso de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos , Year I. Period I, XXVI 
Legislature, Vol. I, No 71 , December 3 , 1912, 1·3; Luis Cabrera. La reconstitu· 
cion de /os ejidos de /os pueblos como medio de suprimir la esclavitud deljor· 
nalero, Mexicano, discurso pronunciado en la Camara de Diputados el .3 de 
diciembre de 19 12, (Mexico, Tip. de Fidencio S. Soria, 1913), 711 · 12, 32-39; Valen· 
tin Gama, La propiedad en Mexico, la reforma agraria, (Mexico, Empresa Editorial 
de lngenierfa y Arquitectura, 1931), 69·70; Felix F. Palavicinia, Los diputados, 
lo que se ve y lo que nose ve de la Camara, (Mexico, Tipografia, " El Faro;· n.d .), 
104-140; Francisco Ramirez Plancarte, La revoluci6n mexicana, interpretaci6n 
independiente (Mexico, Editorial B. Costa-Amie, 1948), 530-577; Luis Cabrera, 
Veinte aiios depues, (Mexico, Ediciones Botas, 1938), 56, never mentions the 
Executive Commission , but takes full credit himself for " implanting the ejidal 
policy of the Revolution"; Antonio Dias Soto y Gama, "" El magistral discurso 
agraria de Cabrera;· El Fronterizo. May 26, 1954; Manuel Gonzalez Ramirez, '" Luis 
Cabrera'", Novedades, April 15, 1955; Miguel Angel Menedez, Respuesta a Luis 
Cabrera, (Mexico Editorial ·· Mexico Nuevo'", 1938), 8·10. 

18. Andres, Molina Enriquez, La revoluci6n agraria de Mexico, (Mexico, Talleres del 
Museo Nacional de Arqueologia, Historia y Etnografia, 1933-1937). V 105-108, 
113·1I7; Cesareo Gonzalez, Reintegraci6n de/ fundo y de/ ejido, jus etjusticia, 
(Guadalajara, Jalisco, lmprenta y Libreria Religiosa de F. R. Velazco y Cia., 1913), 
includes extension of the fundo legal. The Executive Agrarian Commission was 
composed of three persons: I) lngeniero Roberto Gayol , author of Dos problemas 
de vital importancia para Mexico, la colonizaci6n y el desarrollo de la irriga· 
ci6n, (Mexico, lmprenta de la Secretaria de Fomento, 1912), and Estudio de 
nuestras problemas nacionales, la cuesti6n agraria, (Mexico, lmprenta de J.M. 
Linares, 1913), in which he contended that European immigrants, not Mexican 
campesinos, were necessary to successfully colonize new land; 2) lngeniero 
Manuel Marroquin y Rivera, who were also members of the National Agrarian 
Commission; and 3) Licenciado Jose L. Cossio, author of i Como y par quienes 
se ha monopolizado la propiedad rustica en Mexico?. (Mexico. Tipografia Mer· 
cantil , 1911). 

19. Vito Alessio Robles, '"Gajos de historia;· in La Prensa (San Antonio, Texas), March 
18, 1954; pastor Rouaix and Jose I. Novelo, Estudio sabre la cuestion agraria, 
proyecto de ley, (Veracruz, lmprenta de la Secretaria de Fomento, 1914), 25·39; 
Documentos de la revolcui6n mexicana, (Mexico, Secretaria de Educacion 
Publica, 1945), 76-82; Villereal Munoz, Restituci6n y dotaci6n de ejidos, 65-79, 
152·153; Molina Enriquez. La revoluci6n agraria de Mexico, V. 142·162; Simp· 
son, The Ejido, Mexico's Way Out, 56·62; Gaspar Bolanos V. , Codificiaci6n agraria 
con recopilaci6n anexa, (Mexico, Herrero Hermanos, 1925), 273; Pastor Rouaix, 
Genesis de los Articu/os 2 7 y 12.3 de la Constituci6n Politica de 1917, (Puebla, 
Gobierno del Estado de Puebla, 1945), 125· 205; Jesus Romero Flores, '"Mis recuer· 
dos del Congreso Constituyente de Queretaro;· El Nacional (Mexico), February 
19, Marcy 12, 19, 26, April 2, 1957; Juan de Dios Bojorquez (Djed Borquez, 
pseud.), Cr6nica de/ constituyente, (Mexico, Ediciones Botas, 1938), 73-83. 
Cabrera changed his views about the ejido, see Luis Cabrera (Lie. Blas Urrea. 
pseud.), La revoluci6n de entonces y la de ahora, (Mexico, Coleccion ··verdades;· 
1937), 51 ·55, and Luis Cabrera, Los problemas trascendentales de Mexico, (Mex· 
ico, Editorial "Cultura·, 1934), 61. 

20. Antonio Diaz Soto y Gama, series in El Universal , '" Epilogo;· June 29, 1955; " La 
reforma agraria bajo Obregon;· October 2, 1955; " El agrarismo bajo Calles y 
el Maximato;· October 12, 1955; Luis Cabrera, El evangelio de la revoluci6n, (Mex· 
ico, no pub., 1942), 13; Lucio Mendieta y Nunez, El sistema agrario constitu· 
ciona/, (Mexico, Libreria de Porrua Hnos. y Cia. , 1940). 171-181 ; Secretaria de 
la Economia Nacional. Direccion General de Estatistica, La reforma agraria en 
Mexico, (Mexico, Departmento Autonoma de Publicidad y Propagand, 1937), com· 
entarios 2, 3 , and 4; Departamento Agrario, Mamoria , 1944-45, (Mexico, Direc· 
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cion de Planeacion, 1945). 
21. Carlos Barrios Martinez, " El Problema tarahumara;· lmpacto, Mexico. Nos. 375 

and 377, March 27, April 17, 1956; for Tarahumara ejidos and their agricultural 
land see Manuel R. Esquer. "Chihuahua y sus problemas, el problema 
tarahumara;· No. XIX, E.. Mexicano. August 24. 1956. " El Presidente inaugura 
la Posta Zootecnica de Chihuahua;· lmpacto, Mexico. No. 362. January 2, 19456, 
pp. 42-50. 

22 . " El patrimonio forestal indigena;· Norte, September 8 , 1954; "Entrega de $78,000 
a indigenes de Cusarare como utilidades;· Norte. July 8. 1955. For some of the 
many articles on the government's plan and the Comite de Ayuda 
t:conomica ... see: J. G. Meixueriro, "Terminan los estudios para dotar a la 
Tarahumara de Fuentes de trabajo;· Norte, October 23, 1955; "Vasto plan de ex
plotacion de los bosques Tarahumaras;· by Mora Ruiz. E.J Hera/do (Chihuahua). 
October 27. 1955; Luis Ochoa, " Halagador porvenir para trienta comunidades 
Tarahumaras, con un amplido plan presidencia1 ;· E.xce/sior(Mexico). November 
21. 1955; La incorporacion de los Tarahumaras a la vida activa de Mexico. es 
ya una realidad;' Novedades, (Mexico). December 12, 1955. 

23. " Es ascendente la utiliada en el Ejido Cusarare en la tarahumara;· E.I Universal. 
May 5 , 1957. 

24. For the purposes and activities of the Departamento de Asuntos lndigenas . 
created by President Cardenas as part of his Six Year Plan . see Lucio Mendieta 
y Nunez, Valor econ6mica y social de las razas indigenas de Mexico, (Mexico, 
D. A. P. P. , Talleres Graficos de la Nacion, 1938). 21 -35. Also see: Angel M. Corzo, 
ldeario de/ maestro indoamericano, (Mexico. D. A. P. P .• Talleres Graficos de la 
Nacion, 1938); Lucio Mendieta y Nunez. " El tratamiento del indio;· America Jn
digena, Mexico, Vol. IV, No. 2 . April , 1944, pp. 113-122; Acto final de/ Segundo 
Congreso lndigenista lnteramericano, celebrado en Cuzco, Peru, junio 24-julio 
4, 1949, (Mexico, lnstituto lndigenista lnteramericano, 1949); William Cameron 
Townsend , Lazaro Cardenas, dem6crata mexicano. (Mexico. Biografias Gandesa. 
1954). 319-328. 

25. Elogio a la obre del lnstituto Nacional lndigenista en Chiapas; 'El gran desper
tar del mundo indigena la llama el doctor Sol Tax;· E.I Universal, May 15, 1957; 
Graciela Mendoza "alfonso Caso y el lnstituto lndigenista;· E./ Nacional (Mex
ico) March 10, 1957; Gustavo Perez, "'En jira por Chiapas. corazon de un im
perio indigena;· Siempre! presencia de Mexico. Mexico. Vol. VII , No. 62, September 
I , 1954, pp. 63-65. 

26. La raza Tarahumara proxima a estinguirse en nuestro estado;· E.I Fronterizo. 
February 11 , 1955, discloses the misery and unfavorable natural surroundings 
of the Tarahumara. Jordan. Cr6nica de un pias barbaro, 419-42.3; Fernando Jor
dan, "Ser.in los indios el problema? es posible que los indigenistas sean un pro
blem a mayor," Siempre! presencia de Mexico. Mexico, Vol. VI , no. 57, July 24. 
1954, pp. 28-29. 70. Report of the Department of Labor in La raza Tarahumara. 
investigaci6n , 83, 176. 

27. Francisco M. Plancarte, E.I problema indigenista tarahumara, (Mexico. Ediciones 
del lnstituto Nacional lndigenista, 1954; Letter of Alfonso Caso to Father Ocampo. 
E.I Universal, February 16, 1955; " Buena Labor del Centro lndigenista;· Norte. 
March 30, 1955; " Liberando a la Tarahumara;· Siempre! presencia de Mexico, 
Mexico Vol. XI. No. 105. June 29, 1955, p. 120. 

28. Manuel R. Esquer, "Chihuahua y sus problemas. el problema tarahumara;· No. 
XXI, in E.I Mexicano, August 31. 1956. Also see: " Borunda en la tarahumara;· 
Siemprel presencia de Mexico, Mexico Vol. XVI, No. 154, June 6 , 1956, pp. 64-67; 
" Reincorporaction de los tarahumaras;· Marlana, las revisita de Mexico, Mex
ico. Year XIII . Vol. LXVll , No. 672. July 14, 1956, pp. 48-55; " Recuperacion 
economica, social y forestal de la tarahumara;· Siempre! presencia de Mexico, 
Mexico, Vol. XVIII , No. 174, October 24, 1956, pp. 86-89. 

29. Interview with Don Gurbess, August 19, 1976; Campbell W. Pennington , The 
Tepehuanes of Chihuahua, (Salt Lake City, University of Utah Press, 1969); ln
stituto Nacional lndigenista. Los Centros Coordinadores lndigenistas, (Mexico, 
1962), Centro Tarahumara by Agustin Romano, 69-82; Acci6n indigenista, boletin 
de/ lnstituto Nacional lndigenista (Mexico). No. 267, September, 1975. 

30. Burgess. Missionary Efforts Among the Tarahumara Indians. 57-80, for later Pro
testant work; and Interview with Burgess. August 24. 1976; Jonathan F. Cassel. 
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