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The PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
6y 1?.jc/inuma L. McCarty

HE THIRTY-SEVenth year of the El
Paso County Historical Society begins with change as
the site of the quarterly meetings
moves from the Museum of History
on Interstate 10 to the Museum of Art
at 1211 Montana Avenue. It seems
fitting that we meet in this magnificent structure designed by Henry
Trost, built for Dr. and Mrs. W.W.
Turney in 1909, and donated to the
city for museum purposes by Mrs.
Turney in 1940. Since the Museum
is centrally located and therefore
more convenient to the majority of
the Society's members, we are hopeful that this change will result in increased participation. Additionally, the
time of the quarterly meetings on the fourth Sundays of February, May,
August and October will be changed from 3:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Another
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change concerns the annual Hall of Honor Banquet. Instead of being held
in the Spring, as in the past two years, the Banquet will be returned to the
traditional November date.
We will continue to publish our highly respected quarterly journal,
Password, under the able editorship of Lillian Collingwood, and our
newsletter, El Conquistador, with Dr. Ben 'Pvfason as the newly-appointed
editor. Other activities sponsored by thl- Society-the popular Tour of
Historical Homes in the fall, the Historical Memories Contest (open to
Senior Citizens), the Historical Photo Contest, the Frank Gorman Memorial Historical Contest (open to Middle School pupils), and the Chris P.
Fox Award for outstanding contribution to the history of the
Southwest-will be continued.
The observance of History Week in April, under the direction of
William Latham, will include five lectures commemorating the fiftieth
anniversary of the entry of the United States into World War II and El
Paso's proud role in the allied victory in Europe and in the Pacific.
All of these activities will create opportunities for members to learn
more about the history of El Paso County and the Southwest. Hopefully,
they will also stimulate an interest in those citizens not now members of
the Society and encourage them to join us. It should be the responsibility
of each member to enlist friends and acquaintances as members. Rebecca
and Dodson Garrett, the Society's Membership Secretaries, will gladly
furnish membership applications and return envelopes for this purpose.
It is also our hope that the Constitution and By-Laws of the Society
will be updated. Gertrude Goodman, who chairs the Constitution and ByLaws Committee, will ask the membership to consider revisions of these
documents, which were last amended in 1983. In addition, the publication
of a new membership roster will be proposed for the convenience of the
entire Society.
I am greatly honored to serve as president of the El Paso County
Historical Society and to play an active role in the preservation of the
history of our city and county. I look forward to working with the officers,
the directors, the committee chairpersons and all the other members. I welcome your suggestions and active support in the year ahead. -tl
Richmond L. McCarty, the Society's new president, has been active in civic
affairs throughout his 37 years in El Paso. He is past president of the Downtown
Kiwanis Club, El Paso Presbyterian Council and El Paso Christian Home for Girls.
He has also served as director of the Sun Carnival Association, Downtown
Touchdown Club, Printing Industry of America, and Graphic Arts Society and as
a member of El Paso Scottish Rite Bodies and the First Presbyterian Church.
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The GALLINAS MASSACRE
and The Death of
Captain James Graydon
6y Jerry '11iompson

APTAIN OVANDO J. HOLLISTER OF THE
Colorado Volunteers saw him as "the vulture over the
carrion ... always hovering around the foe, watching
with eagle eye for a chance to strike a telling blow" and as "an enterprising,
fearless leader of a desperate band" who "won a name in New Mexico
equalled by few." 1 To another Colorado recruit, Private Alonzo Ferdinand
lckis, he was "a daredevil and as reckless as can be. " 2 A regular army
officer, Captain George H. Pettis, wrote that he "was a brave man, and no
undertaking was too hazardous for him to attempt." 3 To Second Lieutenant Joseph McClellan Bell of the New Mexico Volunteers, he was "a man
for emergencies" and a "somewhat remarkable character" whose command
was a "terror to the enemy."4 To an ante-bellum Army surgeon and Medal
of Honor recipient, Dr. Bernard John Irwin, he possessed a "character for
daring and courage" that needed "no commendation. " 5 General James
Carleton wrote that he was "an old Cavalry man" who could "drill and
instruct his own company. " 6 To Captain Rafael Chacon of the New Mexico
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Volunteers, he was a "braggart and arrogant."7
His name was James Graydon, and he was born sometime in early
1832 to James and Mary Graydon in the poverty-plagued village of
Lisnakea in County Fermanagh, Northern Ireland.8 After the death of his
father in 1844, and the "Great Hunger" of the calamitous potato famine,
young Graydon left the Emerald Isle for the United States, probably
passing through the port of New York. By 1853 he was in Baltimore,
where he enlisted in the First Dragoons.9 Five feet-seven and one-half
inches in height, with blue eyes, brown hair, and a fair complexion, the
twenty-two-year-old immigrant gave his occupation as cobbler. After
military drill at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, he was sent to the Territory of New Mexico and assigned to Company G, stationed at Los Lunas
and commanded by "Old Bald Head," Captain Richard S. Ewell. 10
During the five years that the young Irishman remained with the
Dragoons in the vast and arid Southwest, he was stationed at a number
of frontier outposts including Los Lunas, Fort Thom, Fort Craig, Fort
Union, Fort Fillmore, and Fort Buchanan. He was in Colonel Benjamin
Louis Eulalie de Bonneville's 1857 Gila Campaign, where he "won quite
a reputation as an 'Indian' fighter." 11
On April 25, 1858, Graydon, now wearing a corporal's stripes, was
honorably discharged at Fort Buchanan. 12 Within a few months he had
opened the United States Boundary Hotel in the picturesque Sonoita Valley
at Casa Blanca four miles south of Fort Buchanan. He advertised his
willingness to "accomodate [sic] travelers in the best style the country
affords." The aspiring entrepreneur promised. to "keep on hand a fine
assortment of wines, liquors, cigars, sardines, etc." 13 "Paddy," as he came
to be known, also acquired a gin mill near Fort Buchanan where "he made
more money ... than all the ranchmen put together."14 Not far from the fort
he also maintained a ranch and a small beef herd. 15
The Boundary Hotel became one of the toughest hangouts in the
region, a haven for poker players anxious to entertain the soldiers from
Fort Buchanan (usually at a considerable profit), as well as enterprising
prostitutes who vied with the cardsharks for the military payroll. At Casa
Blanca, Graydon also served as a guide and interpreter for the army and
built a reputation for his rigorous enforcement of law and order. He was
Dr. Jerry Thompson, Associate Professor of History at l.Aredo State University,
is the autlwr of many articles which have appeared in historical journals. He has
also written several books, among them Westward the Texans: The Civil War
Journal of Private William Randolph Howell, published by Texas Western Press
in 1990. The presenJ article on Captain James "Paddy" Graydon is being
expanded inJo a book-length work which will be published by Texas Western Press.
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also involved in at least one gun battle. 16 In February, 1861, he guided
a column of Bluecoats across the desert to Apache Pass to reinforce Lieutenant George Nicholas Bascom and was singled out for his assistance in
the capture .of a Chiricahua Apache chief and two warriors, as well as a
herd of stolen cattle on the way to Apache Pass. 17
By 1861, with war clouds lowering in the secessionist South and
spreading to the vast expanses of the desert Southwest, Fort Buchanan was
abandoned and the Sonoita Valley left to the hostile Apache. Leaving with
the military in August, 1861, Graydon rode east to Cooke's Springs, where
a courier warned the Federal column that Lieutenant Colonel John Robert
Baylor's rambunctious Texans had seized Mesilla and had captured the
entire Fort Fillmore garrison in the Organ Mountains as the Bluecoats were
attempting to flee eastward to the safety of Fort Stanton. 18 After burning
most of their supplies, the column then struck out northeast for the Rio
Grande and the safety of the Federal lines at Fort Craig. Hesitating only
briefly at the fort, Graydon rode north to the territorial capital at Santa Fe.
With his experience in the regular army, his knowledge of the geography of the territory, as well as his ability to speak Spanish, the young
Irishman was able to obtain a commission with Governor Henry Connelly
in the quickly-forming New Mexico Volunteers. Graydon was to command an "Independent Spy Company" to act as the eyes and ears of
Colonel Edward Richard Sprigg Canby's Federal army. 19
"Paddy" hurried south to the sun-baked adobe village ofLemitar, scattered along the windswept right bank of the Rio Grande, then the county
seat of Socorro County. Here Captain Graydon persuaded eighty-four
Nuevo Mexicanos to join him in the Federal Army for three months. The
men agreed to furnish their own horses and equipment, all for forty cents
a day. From Lemitar, Graydon led his men downriver through Socorro
to Fort Craig, where they were mustered on October 19, 1861.20
In Civil War lore, Graydon would long be remembered for his daring
and spectacular "mule raid" the night before the Battle of Valverde. The
captain led two aging mules with wooden boxes containing twenty-fourpound howitzer shells attached to their backs, complete with fuses, across
the frigid waters of the Rio Grande. About 150 yards from the Rebel camp,
the fuses were lit and the mules sent toward the sleeping Texans. Graydon
then made a hurried retreat back across the river toward the safety of Fort
Craig. To his consternation, however, the mules returned at a gallop to
the fort, close on the heels of the conspirators. Suddenly the night was
afire with exploding howitzer shells. Besides awakening several thousand
soldiers and alerting the enemy to a possible attack, the "mule raid" did
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little more than destroy two unfortunate draft animals. 21
At the Battle of Valverde the next day, February 21, 1862, Graydon
was constantly in the saddle either disputing the strategic river crossing

-gf:tf§~~~~~~

ing the entire day," Colonel Benjamin Roberts wrote. 22
As the Confederates advanced up the Central Rio Grande Valley,
Graydon continued in the field, following and harassing the increasingly
desperate Rebels. Although not at Glorieta, he was at Peralta on April 15,
1862, where he "galloped into town and exchanged a few shots" with the
Texans. 23 Two weeks later he retraced the disastrous and fatiguing
mountainous retreat of the defeated and demoralized Rebels. 24
Shortly thereafter, Graydon rode north to Santa Fe, where he was
married to Eliza Ward in the old adobe parish church of St. Francis on
July 31, 1862.25 Unfortunately, no historical record is known to exist of
an earlier relationship or of any courtship. The couple spent only a few
days together before Graydon was back on duty and in the saddle.
With the Confederates gone and the California Column arriving on the
Rio Grande from Tucson, the army turned its attention to subduing the
hostile Navajo and Mescalero Apache. General James H. Carleton, who
had assumed command of the Department of New Mexico after Canby's
departure for the east, decided to send five companies of the First New
Mexico Cavalry into the Mescalero country. Graydon, largely because of
his knowledge of the area, was sent to help occupy Fort Stanton. Leaving
his young bride with the sisters at the Convent of the Lady of the Light
in Santa Fe, he rode to Fort Union, where he took command of a supply
train destined for Fort Stanton. On October 5, 1862, Graydon headed south
via Las Vegas to Anton Chico, a small village on the Pecos.
Fears of a second Confederate invasion were rekindled while Graydon
was at Anton Chico, when the son of Rafael Luna of Los Lunas rode in
to report that he had recently met a party of Comanche on the Santa Fe
Trail between the Arkansas and the Cimarron Rivers and that the Indians
had seen a force of Texans camped nearby.''26 Graydon also met with
Lorenzo Labadie, head of the Anton Chico Agency, who reported that the
Mescalero, despite recent depredations, were anxious for peace and would
probably meet Graydon at the Gallinas Mountains. "I shall tell them to
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wait until Col. Carson comes," Graydon wrote in reference to the Mescalero (and to the commander-designate of Fort Stanton). The captain also
gave orders to his men "not to molest them except they molest me first."
Maintaining good relations with the Mescalero was important, Graydon
thought, for they "could be put to fine use as guides and spies down the
Pecos" should a second Confederate invasion materialize.27
Accompanied by Company K of the Volunteers, commanded by
Captain John Thompson, Graydon rode out of Anton Chico early on the
morning of October 11, 1862, to find the road to Fort Stanton rough and
muddied by two days of heavy rains. Despite the rains, sufficient water
could not be found, and on the third day Captain Thompson was forced
to camp at a small spring while Graydon bivouacked at another watering
hole. While setting up camp, Thompson's men stumbled over the badly
decomposed bodies of three men, thought by Graydon to be express riders
whom Canby had earlier sent north to Fort Union.28
Reaching the Gallinas Mountains, Graydon still could not find sufficient water. He left Captain Thompson with one-half of the men and the
wagons and set out with First Lieutenant Charles M. Hubbell and the remainder of the men to water the horses, mules, and oxen at the Gallinas
Springs, a small spring on the west side of the summit of Gallinas Peak.
He reached the spring before dark, watered the animals, and made camp
for the evening. Early the next morning, one of Graydon's men reported
several Mescalero scurrying off in the distance. Securing the horses and
mules, Graydon set up an ambush, thinking the Indians might try to
stampede the herd. Within minutes, Manuelito, chief of a large band of
the Mescalero, rode up with ten or eleven warriors and gave the signal that
he wanted to talk. Graydon asked "what he desired," at the same time
calling his men out from ambush. 29 Manuelito said he wanted to talk peace
but also wanted rations "since he always got rations from the government."
Graydon replied that he had little food and no orders to feed the Mescalero,
but he nevertheless granted Manuelito a "small allowance." Riding ahead
across the mountains, Graydon distributed 300 pounds of flour, 50 pounds
of sugar, and one beef to the Indians, who then departed in peace.30
When Graydon learned that two men who had gone out hunting at
daylight had not returned, he became furious and set out "to show the
men ... that they could not desert." He sent the main column on to Fort
Stanton with the wagons and then struck out in the opposite direction for
Punta del Aqua, the nearest settlement, where he thought the deserters
would probably go. Half way between the Gallinas Mountains and Punta
del Agua, he met Major Arthur Morrison and Captain Edward Bergmann
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with Company I of the First New Mexico Cavalry who were on their way
to Fort Stanton. Morrison had seen no sign of the deserters, and Graydon
concluded that the two had probably been killed by the Mescalero.
Graydon also told Morrison about his encounter with Manuelito,
whereupon-according to Graydon-Morrison bluntly replied that he was
under orders to "respect no Indians whatsoever ... and that he would shoot
the first indians he saw."31
Morrison would later give his own version of the exchange with
Graydon. He would write that Graydon did indeed relate how "he had left
an Indian Camp at the Gallina[s] Spring about 15 in number, that they were
peaceable and were on their way ... to Santa Fe ... to see the General Commanding." He would further state that when he told Graydon the Indians
should be considered as hostiles, Graydon, "in the most emphatic language
protested against such a course in attacking or butchering these Indians
telling me that he had orders to make peace with them" and that he
(Morrison) declared he would not "bucher them" but would take "them all
as prisoners of war.... " 32
After camping at the Lagunita Springs, some ten miles north of the
Gallinas Mountains, Graydon left Morrison the next morning and hurried
ahead to the spring to "get water and graze my animals for a few minutes."
He hoped to reach the Laguna de los Patos by evening. Leaving the main
road, Graydon claimed he had started up the mountain when he met
Manuelito with thirty-one warriors and several women and children. What
happened next is impossible to determine with any exactness since
Graydon's report is the only eye-witness account to survive the war. Still
expecting an attack, Manuelito reportedly sent the women and children
scurrying up a nearby hillside. Graydon asked the chief in Spanish, "which
way now?" Manuelito replied, "Santa Fe," adding that he feared the "troops
were going to make a campaign against them. " 33 According to Graydon,
the chief next asked for tobacco, and when Graydon refused, civilian
Charles W. Beach of Manzano provided the chief with a plug.
As Manuelito accepted the tobacco, Graydon claimed the chief seized
his canteen, saying that Americans always carrie [sic] whiskey." Graydon
replied that he had "a little," but that he "carried a case of sickness and
could not give it away." Manuelito, "drawing his pistol," said he would
"fight for it," contending that Cadetta, another Mescalero chief, was also
"malo." Manuelito further declared that he would "fight the troops if they
wanted to fight." 34 At this point, Graydon admitted he gave the signal to
open fire on the Indians, at the same time "discharging the contents of one
barrel of my Shotgun in Manuelito's head and the other one at another
10
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indian." 35 After emptying their rifles, the soldiers charged the Indians on
foot with drawn revolvers. In all, eleven Indians were killed and perhaps
twice as many wounded. Two small children were captured and a
"considerable amount" of camp equipment was confiscated and burned.
Only moments later another party of Indians was sighted a short distance
from the springs, and three members of the party were killed. 36
After the bloody massacre, Graydon and his men rode out of the
mountains and across open ground to Laguna de los Patos. Early the next
morning, Graydon took "40 men on the best horses" and went searching
for Cadetta, who was reported to be camped on the headwaters of the Rio
Bonito. 37 Cadetta was not found, but Graydon did come across the warm
embers of an abandoned camp, which Graydon was sure had been a camp
of Manuelito's people since the chiefs horse and dog were found dead,
the sign of a fallen leader. Graydon was hoping to follow the Indian trail
deeper into the towering pine-shrouded Sacramento Mountains, but because of a lack of provisions, he struck out for Fort Stanton.
Only hours after the Gallinas Massacre, Major Morrison reached the
Gallinas Springs to discover "that Capt Graydon had been there that
morning[,] surprised those Indians ~nd killed a number of them, captured
their horses and also took with him two children." 38 With Captain
Bergmann and First Lieutenant William Brady, Morrison rode over the
area, where the bodies of three men and a "very old squaw" all in close
proximity of the springs were found. "I have no doubt that several more
of them were killed or wounded although we did not then see the bodies,"
Morrison reported. 39 To the major, the entire incident "was very strangely
committed." He had little doubt that Graydon had lied to Manuelito and
had "deceived those Indians ... by giving them liquor" and "shot them
down."40 Reaching Fort Stanton, Morrison sent a party back to the springs
to bury the dead Mescalero.
At Fort Stanton both Graydon and Morrison wrote lengthy reports to
headquarters. Graydon also set about distributing the captured Mescalero
horses to his men "as recompense for their valuable services." He ·
acknowledged Major Morrison's warning that the captured animals had to
be considered property of the army, but expressed his hope that General
Carleton would allow his men to keep the horses. And, in response to.
Morrison's plans to press for an investigation of the incident, Graydon
asserted that since Major Morrison was not his immediate commander the
incident should not concern the major "in the least. "41
Only days after arriving at Fort Stanton, Graydon was back in the
saddle, this time on a four-day reconnaissance up the Rio Ruidoso to the
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western slopes of Sierra Blanca. No Indians were found, but several trails
were discovered that indicated the Mescalero were fleeing south toward
the Guadalupe Mountains. By a series of night marches Graydon was sure
the Indians could be found. "I will promise the Gent not to come back
until I give them a good thrashing. I know and am sure I can find them.
They are destitute of clothing and provisions and all other necessaries of
life and [as] cold weather is now coming on they must have fires.'"' 2
Six days after Graydon returned from Sierra Blanca, Colonel Carson
rode into Fort Stanton to assume command. Naturally the condition of the
fort greatly concerned him. Burned by the retreating Federals and left in
disarray by the Rebels, the fort was-in his words-"a mass of ruins." He
was also immediately confronted with the stories that were hotly circulating around the fort about the Gallinas Massacre. And he could only
declare: "I refrain from stating the circumstances under which this
engagement was brought on and conducted, partly because I do not know
them correctly, partly because Major Morrison has already forwarded a
detailed report of the affair." However, on the day after Carson reached
Fort Stanton, he sent Graydon out with a detachment of fifty men to scout
along the Rio Penasco, forty miles south of the fort, and to "attack the
Indians wherever found and to watch the valley of the Pecos. "43
Complicating the Gallinas Massacre story was the arrival at Fort
Stanton in the autumn of 1862 of Dr. John Marmaduke Whitlock, a Las
Vegas and Santa Fe physician, and a friend of Colonel Carson. Born in
Kentucky, Whitlock had traveled the Santa Fe Trail to New Mexico from
Missouri sometime before 1850. Settling in Las Vegas, he had married
Josefina Lucero and had fathered two children. Prior to the war, Whitlock
had moved his family to the Agua Negra Valley near Sapello. With the
Confederate invasion, he had enlisted in the First New Mexico Infantry
and was assigned to the First Regiment of Infantry at Fort Union, but was
ordered south to Fort Craig two weeks prior to the Battle of Valverde. 44
Whitlock's military record clearly indicates a personality similar to
that of Captain Graydon. He was egotistical, self-centered, and did not
hesitate to take his complaints, often petty, to the highest echelons of the
military, including the Secretary of War. 45 He had no sooner arrived at
Fort Craig than he was arrested and ordered to Santa Fe. With the Rebels
advancing on the fort, however, he was restored to duty and his arrest
suspended.46 After the Battle of Valverde, Whitlock was given a twentyday leave of absence and was then discharged on May 31. Now in early
November, he had come to Fort Stanton to see Colonel Carson about
obtaining a contract to supply the post with com.47
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At Fort Stanton, Whitlock became an outspoken critic of Graydon's
actions in the Gallinas Massacre. Whitlock family legend, probably
confused, argues that after the massacre, Graydon had arrived at Fort
Stanton with an Apache "baby impaled on the bayonet of his rifle and
playing with the body of the child as though it were an animal. "48 Whitlock
and most of the officers at the post were convinced that Graydon had used
alcohol to get the Mescalero drunk and had then shot them down in cold
blood. Whitlock was reported to have even referred to Graydon as a
"murderer and a thief. "49 When his remarks were reported to Graydon,
the stage was set for one of the most explosive incidents in the history of
the territory.

-
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nine o'clock in the evening of November 4, Graydon stormed into the
officers' room of the sutler's store to interrupt a card game between
Whitlock and several officers. His fiery temper ablaze, Graydon demanded
to know whether Whitlock had referred to him as "an assas[s]inating
cowardly son of a B." Whitlock replied that he "could not recollect exactly
having used such language," that Graydon "would do better to go and see
his informant and to question him again." Graydon responded by asking
Whitlock if he meant what he had said. Whitlock responded that he "could
not recollect the words ... but what he had said he meant to say." Graydon
left, but returned a few minutes later with a letter he angrily handed to
Whitlock. Whitlock asked Graydon to "let the matter rest until next
morning." Cursing, Graydon left, only to return in ten minutes accompanied by a soldier whom he offered as a witness. "Capt you see I am
engaged let the matter rest until tomorrow and I will give you an explanation and satisfaction you desire," Whitlock calmly responded. Still
incensed, Graydon nevertheless stormed off.so
In the early morning cold of November 5, 1862, just as several parties
of men were beginning to gather around small campfires on the parade
ground, Graydon and Whitlock were seen conversing in what one observer.
thought was a "friendly manner." An hour later, however, as Dr. Whitlock,
Captain Bergmann, Colonel Carson, and several other officers huddled
around a campfire in front of Bergmann 's Sibley tent, Graydon approached,
handing Whitlock the letter from the previous evening, demanding that the
surgeon read it. Smiling nervously, Whitlock agreed to do so. As soon
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as he finished, Graydon stepped backwards and exclaimed, "if you come
to this post again and insult an officer I will horsewhip you, I am an officer
and you are a pimp that follows the army." Graydon further remarked that
Whitlock had "been run out of the Regt. "51
Stepping backwards, Whitlock was heard to mutter, "Capt you are in
the wrong." As he did so, Whitlock drew his pistol and fired at Graydon.
Simultaneously, Graydon returned fire. Although the antagonists were
only yards apart, neither was hit. Still firing, Graydon took refuge behind
a wagon while Whitlock was seen to crouch behind a Sibley tent. As the
shooting continued, Graydon grabbed his chest exlaiming "the son of ab ...
has killed me." 52 Whitlock, too, was obviously wounded. One shot also
hit the stock of Whitlock's pistol, wounding the surgeon in the hand. The
rapid gunfire aroused the entire garrison; men "flocked from all directions
to the scene of the encounter."53 Many were under the impression that
a large Mescalero war party had attacked the post.
In the confusion, Captain Bergmann rushed forward to help carry the
wounded Graydon to Bergmann's tent. Meanwhile, Whitlock retreated to
the officers' room of the sutler's store. In pursuit came Lieutenant Morris,
shotgun in hand, accompanied by about thirty of Graydon' s men with "wild
yells." First Lieutenant Percy Eyre, thinking that Morris had come to help
quell the violence, asked for help in arresting "the principal men." "No,
we are going to kill the son of ab_," Morris replied as he fired several
rounds through the doors and windows of the sutler's store.54
Moments later, Whitlock, clutching his side, darted out of the sutler's
store and across the parade ground in an attempt to "seek the protection
of Col. Carson."55 He was hit immediately by a number of fatal shots.
Graydon' s men rushed forward to throw his body into a shallow ditch
surrounding the parade ground. Witnesses later testified that many of
Graydon's men came forth to fire round after round into the dead surgeon.
Morris, who shot Whitlock in the back as the surgeon had stumbled across
the parade ground, seized a pistol from a soldier and emptied it into
Whitlock's bloodied corpse after which he madly began throwing stones
at the lifeless body. Besides Morris, others who were later implicated in
the shooting included Privates John A. Murray, Albert Overall, and Esteven Aguilar. Lieutenant William Brady, later of Lincoln County War
fame, ordered several men in Graydon's company to stop shooting, but
they "paid no attention." In all, Colonel Carson estimated that more than
one hundred shots had been fired during the incident.56
Carson, like most of the officers at the post, was caught completely
by surprise. He had attempted to form Captain Francisco P. Abreu's
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company, but was unable to do so before Whitlock was killed. Once the
shooting subsided, the furious Carson had the Long Roll sounded for the
entire garrison to fall in under arms. He ordered Graydon's company
surrounded by that of Captain Santiago L. Hubbell and marched in a hollow
square to the parade ground where they were disarmed. 57 The colonel even
threatened to have the "murderous scoundrels swing before sunset" and
angrily proclaimed that every "fourth man would be shot." Discouraged
by several officers from such a violent act, Carson agreed to have the
company confined to quarters, with the principal instigators "immediately
ironed" and placed under heavy guard. 58
As Graydon lay gravely wounded, Whitlock's body was taken from
the ditch, and a posmortem was performed by Surgeon Allen F. Peck.
Twenty bullets and a number of small shotgun pellets had pierced his
body.59 Whitlock, age 37, was buried the next day in the post cemetery.
On the same afternoon as the shooting, Carson ordered a Board of
Officers to convene to investigate the incident. For two days the officers
listened to witnesses, one of whom was Colonel Carson. Also testifying
was Captain Bergmann, who had seen the shooting and had helped carry
Graydon to his tent. Others who came forth to testify included Captain
Thompson; Lieutenants Brady, Eyre, and Martin Quintana; Sergeants
Hemp and Jose Pena; and also civilians James S. Holman and James C.
Barr.
In Santa Fe on November 20, General Carleton received the official
account of the Fort Stanton incident. The general, acting largely on
Carson's recommendations, agreed to allow the wounded Graydon, "in
consideration of his past services ... the opportunity of resigning his
commission ... provided he will give bond for his appearance at once at
Santa Fe to give himself up for trial by the civil authorities." 60 Should
Graydon refuse, he was to be sent under "a suitable guard to Santa Fe, as
soon as practicable." Morris, Overall, Aguilar, and Murray were all
dishonorably discharged "for being engaged in the cowardly murder of Dr.
J. M. Whitlock of San Miguel County, N. M." and were sent in chains to
Santa Fe, where they were confined in the county jail to await trial in the
district court of Judge Sidney H. Hubbell. 61
The no-nonsense General Carleton was determined to see the guilty
punished. If Charles Beach was "implicated to a criminal extent" in the
attack on Manuelito's band of Mescalero, he too was to be immediately
arrested. The horse and mule that Beach had received as "booty" were
to be confiscated. Furthermore, Carleton had heard that Beach was seen
near the body of Whitlock with a drawn pistol on the day of the shooting.
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If, in Carson"s investigation, this proved to be true, Beach was to be sent
under guard to Santa Fe to stand trial for his part in what Carleton called
a "cowardly, brutal murder." "Regardless," continued Carleton, "I consider Mr. Beach an improper person to reside in the Mescalero country,
so he will be forbidden under any circumstances from settling there. " 62
Graydon lay in the makeshift hospital at Fort Stanton for three days.
His wound was not thought to be serious, and he was expected to recover.
However, he died suddenly on November 8. An autopsy revealed that the
fatal bullet had splintered one of his ribs and had entered his left lung. 63
Graydon, yet to reach his thirty-third birthday, was buried the next day in
the post cemetery with the regimental chaplain, Fr. Damaso Taladrid,
preaching the funeral sermon of "No mataras," or "Thou Shalt Not Kill." 64
Most of the garrison attended the somber event.
Only days after Graydon's death, Major Morrison held a public
auction of Graydon' s personal possessions for the purpose of paying the
captain's debts. Graydon's watch, coat, sword, and other items were sold
for $118.75. After the sutler and auctioneer had received their respective
commissions, nothing remained for such men as Manuel Urdan, Graydon's
bugler, who had left $9 with Graydon for safekeeping.65 When General
Carleton heard of the auction, he fired off an angry letter to Carson
declaring the auction illegal and stating that an inventory of Graydon 's
possessions should have been made and, along with Graydon's will, if it
existed, sent to headquarters. 66 Morrison was to be held responsible for
the $118.75 and was to deposit the amount with Carson until Graydon's
estate could be settled. Furthermore, Carson was to recover as much of
Graydon's property as possible and, together with the money, was to "hold
it...for ... the benefit of Eliza Graydon" who was "very needy." 67
Awaiting trial in Santa Fe, Morris, Aguilar, and Overall, along with
three other prisoners, made a daring escape from the County Jail on New
Year's Day, 1863. Captain Henry R. Selden, provost marshal at Fort
Marcy, put a heavy guard around the town to "intercept the prisoners," and
the next morning Private Overall was captured.68 Morris and Aguilar, with
at least one other prisoner, however, were gone. William W. F. N. Amy,
acting governor of the territory, offered a $100 reward for Morris and a
$50 reward for Aguilar. If the two were caught outside the territory, the
reward would be increased to $250 and $100 respectively. In addition,
Abraham Cutler, United States Marshal, offered $25 and $10 for the
apprehension and delivery of Morris and Aguilar. 69 On January 18, the
two fugitives were captured by none other than General Carleton as they
fled south along the arid Jomada de! Muerto. 70
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With Morris and Aguilar back in the Santa Fe County Jail, their trial
was scheduled to begin in February. The entire Mescalero campaign was
interrupted when several of the officers at Fort Stanton, including Carson,
Bergmann, Thompson, Henderson, and Charles Hubbell rode north to
Santa Fe as witnesses. 71 For unexplained reasons, however, the trial was
adjourned, and the fate of those under arrest is not known. Private John
A. Murray, using the alias of John Calhoun, later reenlisted in the First
New Mexico Cavalry before he was discovered in early 1865 and confined
at Fort Craig to await transportation out of the territory .72
As the deadly events at Fort Stanton were transpiring, Eliza Graydon
remained at the Convent of the Lady of the Light on the south side of the
main plaza in Santa Fe anxiously awaiting any news from her husband.
She was said to have been "a pretty girl about sixteen years of age." She
reportedly "worried a great deal about her husband, for week after week
went by and she did not hear from him." Finally receiving the tragic news
from Fort Stanton of her husband's death, she became quite ill, despite the
sympathy of the sisters and students of the convent.73 In time, Eliza
regained her health and struggled to put her late husband's affairs in order.
General Carleton appears to have taken special interest in her welfare. In
October he provided her with an army ambulance, complete with military
escort, for a pilgrimage to Fort Stanton "to visit the spot where her husband
was buried."74 By February, 1864, she was able to send $150 to Colonel
Joseph Smith, commanding Fort Stanton, for the construction of a monument over her husband's grave. 75
Twenty-four years after Graydon's death, his remains were removed
from Fort Stanton and interred in the National Cemetery in Santa Fe.
Captain James "Paddy" Graydon rests there today beneath a white army
tombstone in the shadow of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, near a tall
fir tree, only a few steps from some of the great men of the territory.*
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CHIHUAHUITA
A Neglected Corner of El Paso
6y 1'rea :M. :Mora{es
Editor's Note: Password is pleased to publish the following article as part of its current series on El Paso's
Historic Districts. The original version of this article
was presented to the City of El Paso Historic Landmark
Commission in 1979 as part of Chihuahuita's application for Historic District status. In October of 1990, the
neighborhood was granted a preliminary designation of
Historic District under the El Paso Historic Landmark
Ordinance. Several details regarding boundary lines
remain to be finished.

MPOVERISHED CHIHUAHUITA, THE SOUTHWESTem part of El Paso's Southside, is tucked away between
the Rio Grande levee, the Franklin Canal, and the watertreatment plant. Physically separated from the rest of the city by the Santa
Fe Railroad tracks, Chihuahuita has lived out its own history unnoticed.
It has been known by such names as the "First Ward" in the late 1890s,
"La Mancha Roja" in the 1920s, and the "City Levee" in the 1930s. Today
it is officially designated as part of the "Santa Fe and Campbell Additions"
and "Census Tract 18." But for 150 years or so it has been popularly called
"Chihuahuita."
Where did the name "Chihuahuita" come from? The question is easily
answered. From its earliest existence, in the middle 1800s, the neighborhood began to be called "Little Chihuahua" because so many of its
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residents were immigrants from the State of Chihuahua, Mexico. The first
significant wave of immigration occurred in the 1880s, when the Apaches
forced large numbers of Mexicans to flee to El Paso from northern Chihuahua and to settle in makeshift homes along the east bank of the Rio
Grande. Later, the barrio became enormously overpopulated by refugees
of the 1910 revolution, and "presidios" or tenements were thrown up to
house the new arrivals. Even today, many illegal aliens who find shelter
in Chihuahuita are from Chihuahua. Clearly, this community derived its
popular name from the fact that many of its now some four hundred
residents have their roots in Chihuahua.
Chihuahuita is very likely the oldest residental neighborhood in what
is now El Paso. It began to form shortly after Juan Maria Ponce de Le6n
was given a land grant on the east side of the Rio Bravo del Norte in 1827.
The first settlers in this section of the swampy, mesquite-covered, snakeinfested area were probably Ponce de Le6n 's employees or hangers-on who
wearied from daily crossing the river by swimming, wading, or rowboat.
These new arrivals brought their Chihuahua culture, evident in material
forms-the adobe house, the acequias (ditches) which carried water to the
fields, techniques such as viticulture-and in less tangible forms-their
customs, beliefs, societal patterns. In those years the Bold River of the
North seasonally justified its name, sweeping away the adobe houses in
furious floods and leaving the people stranded on one bank or the other
after it found a new channel. Then suddenly in 1848 the residents on the
east bank became American citizens-politically. Culturally, they remained
Chihuahuan, this identity continually reinforced as immigrants from
Chihuahua moved into the neighborhood.
The Anglo-American village-informally called Franklin-was centered
a short distance northeast of Chihuahuita; and later in the century, when
the village had become the town of El Paso, several important industries
and business facilities were established in this little pocket of Chihuahuan
culture. The railroads came to the neighborhood's west side in 1881, the
offices of the Santa Fe Railroad occupying a two-story frame building at
Fifth and Santa Fe Streets. This structure also served the Mexican Central
Railway. In 1882, a plant to supply the town's first streetlights (of gas)
was built on South Chihuahua and Third Streets. The Franklin Canal was
constructed on Chihuahuita's west side in 1889, cutting through the heart
Fred M. Morales, a nalive of Chihwahuita, altended Franklin School and the old
Bowie High School, laler gradualing from the University of Colorado with a B.
A. degree. He holds a position with Southwestern Bell Telephone in El Paso. In
1976 he founded the Chihwahuita Improvement Associalion.
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of the neighborhood. The area also saw El Paso's first water-treatment
plant, built there in 1892 at the river's edge.
Until very recently,
Chihuahuita boasted an 1880-vintage round cypress water tank with a
conical roof that served the steam locomotives on nearby spur tracks. The
Santa Fe Bridge was built in 1892, replacing the hand-hauled ferry that
for many years had been operated by the Acosta family of Paso del Norte.
Then came the mule-driven trolleys, making their way through Chihuahuita as they plodded to and fro between the centuries-old Mexican town
and the brand-new, thriving American town.
Chihuahuita, however, was not thriving. The neighborhood had no
school, for example, until 1890, when Franklin School was built. El Paso's
first public school had been established in 1883 with an enrollment of 94
pupils, and "not a Spanish surname in the list" (as Conrey Bryson pointed
out in "A Man Named Aoy," which appeared in the Summer 1990 Password.) As another example, the residents of Chihuahuita suffered severely
from the periodic rages of the Rio Grande. The worst of these floods
occurred in the late spring of 1897. It produced a disaster of such
magnitude that the mayors of the two border towns arranged for the digging
of a new river channel, designed to prevent catastrophic flooding in the
future. This flood prompted some of the Chihuahuitans to resettle at a
place they called "La Mesa," which became a miserable "colonia" of
shacks and hovels known as Stormsville and which was later demolished
to make way for a prestigious El Paso neighborhood: Rim Road. The only
structure in Chihuahuita to survive the 1897 flood was the main building
of a little settlement that had been founded in 1867 by Antonio Montestruc,
a traveling salesman of French origin and a friend of James Magoffin and
Simeon Hart, themselves the founders of two other early-day settlements
on the east bank of the Rio Grande: Magoffinsvillc and Hart's Mill
respectively. The "Montestruc Settlement," as the adobe building continued to be called, existed until 1981, when it was razed to provide space
for a park.
Throughout the last two decades of the nineteenth century, El Paso
was a bustle of modernization. But the little community of Little Chihuahua was receiving very little attention-except as a place either convenient
or necessary for the location of certain industrial facilities. It is worth
noting that name signs for the streets were not installed in Chihuahuita until
1915 and that the streets remained unpaved until after World War II.
During the Mexican Revolution, Chihuahuita sheltered dozens of
organizers, agents, undercover workers, and exiles from Mexico. The local
residents were largely in sympathy with the insurrectionists, gave them
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refuge, and otherwise encouraged them. In 1916 some of Villa's troops
camped along the levee area of Chihuahuita on its west side. On the east
side of the neighborhood, American soldiers kept close watch. It was a
tense time for the residents. Nor was there any peace in the neighborhood's
southern section. "La Heradura Bar" on the comer of Eighth and Chihuahua Streets was the main headquarters of prostitution for all of El Paso.
In and around that comer the Mafia conducted its operations, and killings
became commonplace. So many illegal activities were occurring there that
the area began to be called "La Zona de Tolerancia." Many National
Guardsmen at Fort Bliss spent their monthly pay in "La Zona," increasing
its dubious prosperity and its notorious reputation.
The next decade was no better. Night after night throughout the '20s
and early '30s, the crack of bullets whipped through the neighborhood as
Border Patrol and Customs agents attempted to block the flow of illegal
booze across the border and the smugglers fought back. These smugglers
may have been emboldened by the fact that Fausto Priego, reputed to be
one of the nation's most successful bootleggers, lived in Chihuahuita, at
466 Charles. Constant fighting filled the nights with terror, and the
residents stayed in their homes huddled close to the floor. Oldtimers
remember being told as children that the alleyways of Charles and Chihuahua Streets served as "drops" for the smuggled booze, to be picked up
later for delivery at the downtown "night spots." Year after year the tiny
neighborhood dripped with blood, and the community began calling itself
"La Mancha Roja" (the blood-stained barrio).
Greatly as the people suffered from the presence of continuous violence, they suffered perhaps even more from disease. Chihuahuita's
housing conditions were deplorable, the majority of its dwellers living in
primitive tenements, crude shacks, decaying adobe houses and in a stench
of filth and squalor. In 1917 and 1918, the Spanish influenza epidemic
swept through Chihuahuita like a fire through a dry cornfield. The
ambulance came to the area three, four, or five times a day to pick up the
severely ill, taking the patients to Santa Fe Street tenement buildings that
had been converted into makeshift hospitals. And the bells of Sacred Heart
Church tolled unremittingly.
During the 1920s, but especially in the '30s, Chihuahuita fell victin:i
to a number of health problems. Some of these stemmed from seepage
and inadequate river controls-conditions which provided excellent breeding grounds for flies and mosquitoes. The community also had a high death
rate from diarrhea and enteritis. The City records show that Chihuahuita
had the highest infant mortality rate in El Paso-and indeed, it was said,
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This photo, one of a large collection published c. 1903 in a book entitled El Paso,
Texas and Juarez, Mexico, gives a view of Chihuahuita at the tum of the century.
(Courtesy Special Collections Department, The University of Texas at El Paso Library)

the highest in the nation. Finally, in the early '30s, the city launched a
major cleanup and spraying program for control of flies and mosquitoes.
The low spots were filled up, drainage ditches were cleared, and oil was
sprayed. Immunization of Chihuahuita children against scarlet fever and
diphtheria was started in 1934.
The 1940s saw Chihuahuita being run by savage pachuco gangs, considered to be the meanest and cruelest in all the city. Called "boogies"
or "zoot-suiters" because their members wore baggy pants with pegged
ankles, they roamed the streets armed with chains that hung from the belt
to the pocket in a long loop. The police would seldom enter the area,
especially after dark. Brutal fights occurred between Chihuahuita pachucos
and Fort Bliss soldiers, and tourists were frequently robbed and raped on
South Santa Fe Street. The situation became so dangerous that by the early
1950s many Chihuahuitans had begun moving outside the city, settling in
shacks on the cactus-covered rocky slopes to the west. Those who
remained in Chihuahuita were instrumental in organizing the "Blue and
White Club," designed to curb juvenile delinquency, get the kids out of
detention halls, and offer rehabilitation programs.
In the 1960s, a new set of developments made for additional social
problems in Chihuahuita. The 1963 Chamizal Treaty between the United
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States and Mexico necessitated the re-alignment of railroad tracks from
other sections of the Southside into Chihuahuita. This re-alignment caused
displacement of some of the neighborhood's residents. Also, a relocation
of approximately twenty families in its northwestern sector (known as "Las
Pompas" because it had been the location of the city's first water-pumping
facilities) was enforced when the El Paso Water Treatment Plant at
Chihuahuita expanded. These relocations ignited a vicious street warfare
between two gangs, each gang fiercely defending into newly-imposed
"territory." Once again, the good people of Chihuahuita stayed in their
homes and huddled on the floor.
In the 1970s, the Border Patrol-Illegal Alien problem profoundly
affected the lives of the Chihuahuitans. Over the years the notorious
"Puente Negro" (Black Bridge) had become a popular means of illegal
access into the United States, Chihuahuita serving as the "port of entry."
The flow of undocumented workers became so alarmingly large that the
Border Patrol intensified its efforts to control the tide. One of its tactics
was to stop people on the streets of Chihuahuita and frisk them or ask for
papers. Not unreasonably, tempers flared and resentment swelled when
Chihuahuitans, some of them third- or fourth-generation El Pasoans, were
inconvenienced in this way.
And this wasn't the only inconvenience. As the illegal aliens made
their way through Chihuahuita toward downtown, the men wearing hard
hats and the women dressed as though for a day of shopping, they often
climbed over residents' fences, crawled through backyards, peered around
comers, hid in tenement restrooms and trash cans. The bold ones sometimes bombarded the patrol cars with stones in an effort to escape arrest
and not be late for work. Once in a while these stones broke the windows
of a home in Chihuahuita--0r worse, injured a child or some innocent
bystander.
Further, Chihuahuita became the setting-again--0f violence and brutality as the aliens, in their determination, resorted to desperate measures
and the Border Patrolmen gave relentless chase. In 1974 Border Patrol
agent Oscar Torres was shot to death on the bridge during a clash with
aliens. In May of 1976, one alien was killed arid two others injured when
they hopped a train at the Santa Fe Railroad yard near the water-treatment
plant on Canal Street. The three men had climbed into an open-top boxcar
that was filled with railroad axles, each one weighing about a ton. The
man who was killed had climbed in between the stacked axles. When the
train started, the axles shifted, crushing the man. On another occasion,
a twenty-year-old Juarez man, Manuel Soto Flores, died after falling from
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the bridge while being chased by Border Patrol agents.
In March of 1977, an international demonstration was held at the Black
Bridge to protest the brutality of Border Patrol agents against Mexican
nationals. Chihuahuita was full of protestors and illegal aliens. A miniriot occurred, the protestors throwing rocks and bottles at the cars of Border
Patrol agents. In May of that year, the Immigration and Naturalization
Service began to impose fines on the owner of the Black Bridge (the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company) for its failure to secure
the bridge against easy access by aliens. The INS demonstrated that
anyone at anytime could simply walk across the bridge from Mexico to
the United States. The deaths of Border Patrol agent Oscar Torres in 1974
and Mexican national Manuel Soto Flores in 1977 were cited as examples
by the INS to show how the notorious bridge had become virtually a
"killer"-an open invitation to illegal entry and the consequences thereof.
The "Puente Negro" was closed in July of 1977, the Santa Fe Railroad
having agreed finally to cooperate with the INS. The bridge now has

At the center of this view of the Rio Grande River is the Paso del Norte Bridge.
On its near side is the Santa Fe Railroad Bridge ("Puente Negro"), formerly a
popular "passageway" used by Mexican nationals to step illegally into the United
States at the edge of the El Paso neighborhood known as Chihuahuita. (Photo
courtesy Border Patrol Museum, El Paso)
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sixteen-foot-high gates reinforced with pipes welded across the top to
prevent anyone getting a grip to pull himself over. Locks are accessible
only on the United States side. A railroad special agent opens and closes
the gates for the two trains that daily cross the bridge.
One other feature of Chihuahuita needs to be mentioned. The South
Santa Fe Street area throughout the neighborhood's history had always
been the business district. It featured several "mom and pop" stores,
bakeries, "casas de cambio," "molinos," "segundos" (second-hand goods),
curio shops, laundries, hotels, and even a "mercado." The first boxing
arena in El Paso was located there and also the first administrative center
of the Catholic Conference (headed by Cleofas Calleros, a distinguished
local historian and a native of Chihuahuita). All this began to change a
couple of decades ago for two main reasons: (1) the construction of the
new Paso del Norte Bridge (still called the Santa Fe Bridge), which altered
the conformation of the streets in that area, and (2) the growing number
of tourists en route to Juarez.
The Paso del Norte Bridge is designated "One Way" for vehicles:
Juarez to El Paso. This means that the tourists wishing to cross into Juarez
by that bridge must walk or take a taxi via the Stanton Street Bridge. As
the tourist traffic increased, more parking spaces were needed. Gradually,
then, the shopping district of Chihuahuita disappeared and was replaced
by a long line of parking lots and taxi stands.
Now, it's all hustle on South Santa Fe Street. The name of the game
is "bandereando"-flag-waving: flag-wave the cars into your parking lot;
flag-wave the tourists into your taxi. The red flag has become the basic
tool of work in that section of Chihuahuita. And the men who wave the
flags, mostly Chihuahuitans, have carried the art of flag-waving to a high
degree of performance. Styles vary from man to man. One uses the "feverpitched" approach, waving his flag so frantically and so energetically that
the tourists virtually see a Juarez floor show before they have even left
the United States. Another sits casually on a converted milk case and
waves his flag absentmindedly while he reads his favorite "novela." Still
another doesn't move a muscle until the potential customers are in sight;
then he springs to attention, flourishes a salute, and snaps his flag smartly
to indicate that his is the best of all possible parking lots. Even the taxi
drivers have taken up flag-waving-partly to help out the guys on the
parking lots, partly to relieve boredom, and partly in the hope that their
particular taxi will be hired for a sightseeing tour of Juarez.
Some Chihuahuitans miss the old shopping district-the street vendors
shrilling their wares, the women gossiping over the cabbages, the children
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playing on the sunlit sidewalks, the old people out for a stroll. But they'll
adjust. They're wonderfully resilient, the Chihuahuita folks. They have
weathered floods and pestilence, bootleggers and pachucos, dislocations,
gang warfare, aliens hiding in the washroom. And all manner of "inconvenience."
They 're so resilient, in fact, that they are determined to improve the
quality of life in their beloved neighborhood. In 1976 they organized the
Chihuahuita Improvement Association, which is directed by a volunteer
staff on a non-profit basis. Its main objectives are to preserve and improve
the residential character of the barrio, to promote community and economic
development projects, and to introduce needed social, recreational, and
spiritual services. Another main goal has been to build a sense of pride
in the people and have the area designated a Historic District. The
Association operates in a legal, legislative, and diplomatic manner, remaining neutral in anything political or ideological. It is the sole and legitimate
voice of the people of Chihuahuita.

"Montestruc
Settlement,"
located at the
corner
of
West Seventh
and
Leon
Streets, was
Chihuahuita's
oldest structure until it
was razed in
1981. (Photo
courtesy Fred
M. Morales)

The Association has accomplished much in its short fifteen years of
existence. It has inspired beautification projects-tree-planting, gardens,
landscaping, murals to replace graffiti. It has instigated several social and
recreational necessities-for example, the formation of the Chihuahuita
Youth Service Club in 1979; the dedication in 1981 of a Community
Center and, adjacent, a Park located on the site of what had recently been
the community's oldest building, the "Montestruc Settlement"; and, in
1990, the Senior Citizens Nutrition Program and the Food Co-op. It has
prompted better housing conditions-the rehabilitation of the

33

FRED M. MORALES

neighborhood's oldest tenement building (on t/Je comer of Canal and
Seventh Streets) by "Los Exes de la Bowie" in 1981 and the renovation
of South Chihuahua Street tenements in 1984 by Kent Halla.
At the present time, the citizens of Chihuahuita worry about how their
homes and their lives will be affected by commercial and industrial
expansion in the area and by the prospect of the Border Highway extension,
which would take a considerable slice of land from their western sector.
But they are cheered by the knowledge that their voices on behalf of
Historic District status are being heard. They are enormously' pleased that
the City of El Paso has recognized their little community as a genuine part
of the region's rich and varied history.~
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In TRIBUTE
to DRUSILLA TANDY NIXON
6y Sarafi 'E. Jolin
Editor's note: Password presents the following article in celebration of National Women's History
Month, designated as a time for clarifying and
emphasizing the role of women in American history.

N DECEMBER, 1975, I WAS WORKING FOR THE
Institute of Oral History at The Univeristy of Texas at El
Paso, training with the director to be an interviewer for the
program. One of the first persons I'd been asked to interview was Drusilla
Nixon. I knew that she was the widow of former El Paso physician and
civil rights leader Lawrence A. Nixon, and I was very interested in obtaining information from her about the black community in El Paso.
She was somewhat taller than I had expected, very slim, and beautiful.
Oh, and dignified. Extremely dignified. But not stuffy. Anyone would
feel comfortable around her. Even if you'd just met her, she'd make you
feel as though she'd known you forever.
From the moment we started to converse, I knew I was in the presence
of someone very special. Even her choice of words was wonderful: "I
was born 'before the century,"' she said. She told me of her rich and varied
ancestry-black, Native American, and white-and a little about her childhood in Toledo, Ohio. As a high school student, she had written serials
for the school magazine ("lurid serials" she called them), and she was a
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musician as well, playing in the Sunday School orchestra and in theaters
for silent movies.
Mrs. Nixon came to El Paso in 1929 for her health. Riding into town
on the Golden State and passing Montana Avenue near Cotton Street, she
assessed her new home:
Well, I looked out the train window and saw these little one-story
houses. I thought, "Am I going to have to live in one of these little tiny
houses?" Back home we had two-story houses, and I had been living
in Philadelphia a while where we had three-story houses-three stories and
a basement. [These houses] just looked like little doll houses to me.
Someone had given me the name of a woman who would rent me
a room. She lived on Tornillo Street, down there in Second Ward. When
I got in the taxi the man said, "Where shall I take you," I said, ''To
Tornilo (rhyming with 'willow').'' He said, "Oh, yes, Tornillo.'' So then,
when we drove up in front of her house and I looked at it, I thought,
"How in the world can I live in that house?" It just looked like a little
toy house.

She recalled that blacks weren't accepted into the majority society at
the time, but she hastened to say that there seemed to be little overt tension
between the two ethnic groups in the 1930s. However, El Paso did have
segregation laws, and blacks could not attend theaters and restaurants. And
of course, black children had to attend Douglass School. She also recalled
the years when the Douglass teachers began to work toward advanced
degrees. "After school, those teachers at Douglass used to drive up to A
& Mat Mesilla Park (now New Mexico State University) to take evening
courses, and then in the summertime they'd get up at 4:00 in the morning
in order to arrive there for 7:00 classes. They'd drive right by the College
of Mines to Mesilla Park. One year, about eighteen of them earned their
Master's degrees up there."
With their social life in the city limited, blacks entertained in their
homes and in private clubs, such as the Phyllis Wheatley Club, established
in El Paso in 1914. And they could go to Ciudad Juarez, where movies
and almost all restaurants were open to them. But sometimes there might
be a concert or other event the Nixons wanted to attend in El Paso. How
did they do it? In her inimitable way of illustrating the humorous side
of unpleasant situations, she described the procedure:
We bought Concert Association tickets over in Juarez for all of the
concerts they had over there. You could use a concert association ticket
in any city. Sometimes there would be something over here that we really
wanted to see, so I would go into the door [of Liberty Hall] and I would
Sarah E. John, a native El Pasoan, holds two degrees from The University ofTexas
El Paso-the BA. in Inter-American Studies and the M.A. in History. She is
employed as a part-time instructor of history at El Paso Community College.
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watch for the lady ... [who] had charge of the concerts here for years and
years. She always stood right inside the door watching everybody that
came in. I would stand and wait until she had turned her back; then I
would beckon and we'd all go upstairs to the balcony. We did that a
good many times. Or we'd go in after the lights went down. Nobody
ever made a fuss.

And she remembered sneaking
into drive-in movie theaters-and
sometimes being asked to leave.
Also, she told of the ongoing
comedy that took place in Grant's
store downtown. While not permitted to sit at the tables in the restaurant section, the blacks were allowed to stand and eat at the small
counter where hot dogs and hamburgers were sold.
One of the most lamentable
events came during World War II.
Because the army was still segregated, blacks were stationed at Fort
Huachuca, Arizona. As the soldiers
passed through El Paso on the way
to Fort Huachuca, they had to be Drusilla Nixon, the year's honoree, adfed. But they weren't fed in the dresses the NAACP Banquet in 1981.
(Photo co11rtesy Leona Washington, El Paso)
restaurant of the Union Depot; they
were fed in the kitchen. On one occasion, some of the soldiers looked
into the restaurant area and saw that, ironically, German prisoners of war
were being fed in the restaurant. "There was quite a to-do in the paper
about it," she said. "There wasn't any fight, but it just [caused] bitterness."
And she had many good memories of living in El Paso. "I love El
Paso, and I always have, ever since the first week or so that I was here
getting used to the difference." She also came to love the Mexican culture,
and fondly remembered waking up in the night and hearing singing in her
neighborhood-"Las Mai'lanitas"-when people would be serenaded for their
birthday or saint's day. And she recalled the day when she and Dr. Nixon
moved into their lower valley home and were welcomed by her neighbor.
"I'm calling to tell you how glad we are that you're going 10 be our
neighbors." By the time the phone call had ended, she said, "the tears were
just rolling down my cheeks."
Mrs. Nixon also remembered her service on the committee to deseg-
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regate El Paso in the early 1950s, the committee that included Ted Bender,
Albert Schwartz, Orba Lee Malone, and Bert Williams, among others.
They had to have meetings in Liberty Hall because so many people
came. Everyone talked pro and con. Finally, the mayor said that if it
passed, he would veto it. Ted Bender was going off on vacation and he
said, "Mr. Mayor, if you veto this, I will fly back from my vacation to
vote for it again." And sure enough, [the mayor] vetoed it; and sure
enough, Ted Bender came back! And it passed.
Of course, everybody thought there was going to be a terrible rush
of people in the restaurants. We had been without restaurants for so long
that it just didn't interest us, not like that. But it has been wonderful
to walk into a restaurant and know that you can order a meal just like
anybody else.

I learned a great deal that afternoon, and not only about the black
community in El Paso during the decades of the '30s and '40s. I learned
that Mrs. Nixon was very kind, very loving, and very wise. She bore no
grudge, she held no bitterness. She was a first-class human being, and all
attempts to relegate her to second-class status had failed absolutely.
After the interview was over, I kept in touch with her. Although I
didn't visit her as often as I would have liked, I was sorry when she left
El Paso to live in Albuquerque with her daughter. And when she died,
I knew that the world had lost one of its finest citizens. I will always
remember Drusilla Nixon as a person who enriched my life-and, I am quite
certain, the life of everyone who knew her.*
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El Paso Newspapers
Led the Way
6y .fllrt Lewson

N THE 1920S, PROHIBITION HAD DIVIDED THE
nation and had become the burning issue that abortion is
today. Strongly defending the Eighteenth Amendment,
ingenuously expected to dry up the nation and slake its thirst, were the
powerful Anti-Saloon League and the Women's Christian Temperance
Union. Together they had won passage of the amendment, effective as
of January 16, 1920.
Lined up on the other side were those who had seen the results of the
amendment and were beginning to call for its repeal. They had watched
the rise of gangsterism, personified in such characters as AI Capone and
members of the Mafia, the explosion of party drinking where women were
indulging freely and openly for the first time, the arrival of speakeasies
and hip flasks, and the profusion of night clubs where Americans in large
numbers were flagrantly thumbing their noses at law and order. Along
the Mexican border there was open and continuing warfare between
smugglers and government agents with killings growing more frequent.
EI Paso became a popular stepping stone for those who wanted to walk
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across the Rio Grande and enjoy a legal drink, for many their very first.
And that was when the local churches, lined up from the start with the
"drys," launched their campaign to restrict access through what they were
calling "the gates to hell."
The Reverend Floyd Poe, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church,
urged members of his congregation "to be uncompromising foes of
Americans who go across the river to capitalize on the possibilities of sin
which exists in Juarez." He was the leader of a drive to force the closing
of the pedestrian bridge at 6:00 p. m., a move The El Paso Times vigorously
and successfully opposed. Poe focused his attack on the Times. In a
sermon he charged that "the Times is just constitutionally wet. It has been,
is now, and forever shall be wet-through and through. The Times was
against the 18th Amendment. It always has been wrong and rather rejoices
in it," all of which the Times duly reported, with just a touch of editorial
pride. It never tried to evade the tag of wetness despite· the hostility it
encountered from local churches. In El Paso it was the only editorial voice
attacking an amendment that was drawing many tourists to the border.
In his book Frontier Newspaper: "The El Paso Times," John J. Middagh dealt extensively with the events that developed from what had
previously been only a local skirmiSh. He told how the Times, its editorial
tongue in cheek, had announced that the W. C. T. U. would be holding
a conference in that awful sin city, Juarez, hoping "to generate enthusiasm
for enactment of a law which would penalize Americans who were conducting businesses in Juarez such as saloons and gambling establishments." The W. C. T. U. was advocating that such Americans be deprived
of their citizenship. It also urged the barring ~f El Paso civic clubs from
holding "liquor dinners" across the river.
Suddenly the issue of Prohibition came to an ugly head. Wayne B.
Wheeler, one of its leading exponents, suggested that government-bonded
alcohol, which had been showing up in illegal channels, should be poisoned
so that anyone who drank it would run the risk of going blind or becoming
seriously ill. He argued that this stratagem should go a long way toward
deterring drink since few drinkers knew the source of their refreshment.
Wheeler's call for such drastic action prompted Duncan Aikman, the Times
chief editorial writer, to say: "The year 1926 closes upon the shrieks of
Wayne B. Wheeler to have government-bonded alcohol poisoned more
effectively so that violators of the Prohibition Act may more easily commit
Art Lelbson, afrequenJ conJributor to Password, is an attorney-turned-journalist.
Retired from the staff of the El Paso Times, he conJinued, unJil recenJly, to author
a weekly column for that newspaper.
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suicide.... The pious experiment has failed so signally that its highest
official advocate can think of nothing but the desperate means of extra legal
and universal death by torture to make it succeed.... Lacking the courage
to demand penalties of the rack and stake, he would rather see men twisted
and burned up with poison than let them have a drink."
It was Wheeler's outrageous demand that finally caused H. B. Slater
and the Herald to switch sides. The Herald had always been "dry," always
supportive of the Eighteenth Amendment even as smuggling-related killings along the border were steadily increasing. But Wheeler's proposal
brought an about face. In November, 1927, Slater called an editorial
conference of the top hands of both newspapers, then under a single
ownership, to announce his decision. The Herald would join the Times
in calling for repeal of the hated amendment.
Together the newspaper officials outlined a hard-hitting campaign
opener that would reach out well beyond the border. The 70th Congress
would open on December 5 of that year, a Monday. The Times and the
Herald would prepare scorching blasts to coincide with that date-the
Herald on Saturday and the Times on Sunday, immediately before the
opening of Congress. On the Monday morning, copies of the two editorials
would be on the desk of every United States congressman. Also, prepublication proofs would be sent to a long list of the nation's prominent
and influential men and women, inviting comments.
The one-two punch rocked the El Paso Southwest. It was the first
major journalistic attack on Prohibition, the press generally skirting the
issue because of its strong church-backed support. Slater had written the
Herald's editorial, and Aikman had written the one which appeared in the
Times. "Life in the U.S. since the 18th Amendment was adopted," Aikman

Times Repeal Editorial
Approved and Condemned
Opinion On ALanclonment Of Pro h i hi t-1 o n Attt-rnpt
Sharpl1 Di•id.d But Man7 Are Out1pol&~n In
f ••ot Of Tunu and Hera.Id S.enct.
The headline of a front-page article in The El Paso Times of Monday, December
5, 1927, the day following the weekend one-two punch by theHerald(on Saturday,
December 3) and the Times (on Sunday, December 4) delivering a blow for repeal
of the Eighteenth Amendment
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wrote, "has bred an insistent and probably unprecedented corruption among
the law enforcement officers of the federal government. It has tended, at
least, to debauch American youth and American womanhood by bringing
youth and womanhood into the 'liquor party' and the 'liquor party' into
the home." Never had Americans witnessed such a violent attack upon
any part of the Constitution.
The local reaction was immediate and generally as expected. The
Reverend George H. Bassett, of the First Christian Church, was not
surprised by the Times stand, but he was shocked at the capitulation of the
Herald. He was quoted in the Times of Monday, December 5, as saying
that the two editorials were "the rottenest articles I have ever read in any
newspaper," and he went on to call Aikman's position "a menace to
society." Presented in the same issue was the stated opinion of the
Reverend I. V. Neal, of the First Baptist Church: "I do not agree with
the editorials in The Times and The Herald. I am opposed to any attempt
to repeal the 18th amendment." The next day's Times brought still more
responses from El Pasoans, some of them differing sharply from those of
Bassett and Neal. Rabbi Martin Zielonka, of Temple Mount Sinai, was
quoted as saying, "I am in favor of obeying the law ... , but I believe in
the right to agitate for the repeal of the law." Also given was the opinion
of Rabbi J. M. Roth, Congregation B'Nai Zion: "The weakness of
prohibition lies in the fact that the state thereby seeks to regulate the
personal life of the individual by compulsion. That this is impossible is
proven by the failure of the 18th amendment."
To many who were willing to give the "noble experiment" more time
to prove itself, the change in the Herald's stand was a stab in the back.
Attorney S. J. Isaacks, for example, as quoted in the December 6 Times,
declared, "I am glad that the editorial war between The Herald and The
Times is ended, but I am surprised that The Herald has yielded its position
so long maintained. That The Herald after nearly IO years of consistent
loyalty to the 18th amendment should suddenly flop is a genuine surprise
to thousands of its readers." Wallace Perry, editor of the El Paso Post,
a struggling five-year-old newspaper, wrote an editorial under the heading
"Let's Not Be Too Hasty About It." He agreed that Prohibition was
unenforceable but he advised caution. "Let's take time to devise a better
system," he urged; "then maybe we can reorganize liquor regulations upon
a basis which will have public sentiment behind it."
But the town's leading newspapers never retreated an inch, regardless
of the effect their stand might have on circulation. As answers came in
response to the pre-publication proofs sent to the nation's distinguished

42

THE PRESS FOR REPEAL

citizens, they were printed on page one of the two local dailies. On
Tuesday, December 6, the lead story in the Times reported "the receipt by
The Herald yesterday of a telegram from Nicholas Murray Butler, president
of Columbia University, praising its repeal editorial and the receipt by The
Times last night of a telegram from W. H. Stayton, national chainnan of
the Association Against the Prohibition Amendment," whose "Officers and
members ... thank and congratulate The El Paso Times and The El Paso
Herald upon their splendid editorials .... " Two days later, the Times graced
its front page with a boxed article quoting a letter from H. L. Mencken,
"the sage of Baltimore," who expressed himself as "delighted to read The
Times eloquent and convincing argument for the repeal of the Eighteenth
Amendment" and who further declared, "It is a special pleasure to see the
movement [for repeal] start in El Paso, one of the most charming cities
I have ever visited. Let the fight go on in earnest until the country is purged
of the Anti-Saloon League corruptionists." Even the iconoclastic Mencken
did not dare to include the W. C. T. U. in his commentary.
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In The El Paso Times of December 8, 1927, H. L. Mencken's response to the El
Paso newspapers' "Repeal Move" shares front-page .honors with the celebrated
Aviator's current flight plans and the President's defense proposals.

The hoped-for spark was lit, but it would be six more years before
Congress adopted the Twenty-First Amendment by resolution, the requisite
three-fourths of the states having rushed to ratify it after its first proposal
on February 20, 1933. The amendment simply declared, in Section I, that
"The eighteenth article of amendment to Qte Constitution of the United
States is hereby repealed." The question of "wet" or "dry" was left to the
individual states. And this question is still being debated in some areas.
That was the last time any two local newspapers ever openly collaborated on any issue. By 1928 they were on opposite political sides as usual,
the Times backing Al Smith, the Democratic presidential candidate, while
the Herald supported Herbert Hoover, the Republican candidate.*
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EUGENE 0. PORTER MEMORIAL AWARD 1990
Manuel G. Gonzales is the recipient of the 1990 Eugene 0. Porter
Memorial Award for his article entitled "Dr. Mariano Samaniego (18311905), Citizen of the El Paso Valley," which appeared in the Winter issue.
This $100 Award was established in memory of Dr. Eugene 0. Porter, the
founding editor of Password, and it is given annually to the author of the
article which in the judgment of the editorial board constitutes the year's
especially outstanding contribution to Password. Manuel G. Gonzales,
Ph.D., is a member of the history faculty at Diablo Valley College, Pleasant
Hill, California.
Runners-up for the Award include the following contributors, each one
the author of a work highly commended for its scholarship and interesting presentation: Charlotte Ivy for "Forgotten Color: Black Families in
Early El Paso" (Spring); Frances Hernandez for "The Secret Legacy of
Christopher Columbus in the Southw.e st" (Summer); Una B. Hill for
"Manhattan Heights: How a Neighborhood Became a Historic District
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places" (Fall), Cynthia Farah
for "Accounts of Travels Through the Pass of the North, 1580-1880"
(Winter); and Art Leibson for his four articles dealing with unsolved
murders in El Paso County: "Tragedy in Smeltertown" (Spring), "The
Bestial Murder of the Frome Women" (Summer), "The Mugging and
Murder of Newsmen Heaton and MacNeil" (Fall), and "Ambush at Cowboy
Park" (Winter).'((
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HERITAGE and CHALLENGE
A Borderlands Scholar
Explains his Hopes for El Paso
6y Joe OU

HEN W. H. TIMMONS ARRIVED AT TEXAS
Western College in 1949-with his brand new Ph.D.
from the University of Texas and a new bride-he
wasn't sure he wanted to stay in El Paso. "I can remember both of us saying, yeah, we'll take the job-we've got to take the job-and in the meantime
we'll look. around for something better," Timmons recalled recently with
amusement as he answered questions and talked about El Paso: A
Borderlands History, released by Texas Western Press last June.
He had hoped, he said, to get into one of those "major universities with
a big library and grants and facilities." But he liked the history department
at Texas Western and he liked the staff and he liked the school.
Soon El Paso got into his blood.
"It didn't take me long to see that this school was going to grow and
develop," Timmons mused, sitting in his office in The University of Texas
at El Paso history deparment. "I decided that it would be more satisfying
to me to grow with a developing institution, or help an institution grow,
than to be in a large university with all the facilities."
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That satisfaction came in many forms: in teaching, in research on
Mexico and the Southwest, in writing articles for prestigious historical
journals, and in editing.
Although Timmons retired from The University of Texas at El Paso
in 1978 after almost thirty years, that was far from the end of his professional career. He left the classroom early so he could help promote an
idea he had recently conceived: the celebration in 1981 of El Paso's 400th
birthday, commemorating the arrival of the Rodriguez-Chamuscado expedition to the El Paso area in 1581. He also traveled with his wife and
helper, Laura, and took the time to write a short history of the University
Presbyterian Church and to edit a book of essays on El Paso history.
But he was troubled by what he thought was a big deficiency in
historiography on El Paso. He regarded C. L. "Doc" Sonnichsen's Pass
of the North, published by Texas Western Press in 1968, as a significant
contribution. Written by a great stylist, it was the product of excellent
research and it deserved being called a classic. But as Timmons saw it,
Pass of the North didn't tell the whole story: Sonnichsen had not worked
with Spanish sources, and he wasn't trained as a historian.
"It occurred to me more and more that this was only part of the story,"
Timmons said. "Aside from Sonnichsen's Pass of the North, all the writing
was nineteenth century, on western themes, and the whole story, it seemed
to me, was being told in bits and pieces."
Timmons once remarked that El Paso had been "cheated" by the way
its history had been told. "I think it's fine, a book about prostitution and
book after book about gunfighters. But they never got beyond that. ... All
along I felt the city was being shortchanged."
El Paso: A Borderlands History was designed to get beyond what was
being published.
Working extensively with Spanish sources, especially the Juarez archives which The University of Texas at El Paso Library microfilmed and
which had been virtually ignored by researchers, Timmons told the story
of the meeting, the clashing again and again, of the Spanish-Mexican
influences reaching El Paso from the south and the Anglo-American
influences from the east. The collision of these strong cultures, neither
Joe Old recently resigned his position as City Editor of the El Paso Herald-Post
to become a free-lance writer. He holds a BA. in History from Texas Tech
University, an MA. in History from Southern Illinois University and an M.S. in
Journalism from the University of Illinois. In 1985 he was named Reporter of the
Year for the El Paso Herald-Post, and in 1986 he received the gavel Award from
the State Bar Association of Texas for the El Paso Herald-Post series called
"Judging the Judges."
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able to gobble the other up, created
what Timmons calls El Paso's distinctive border culture, a tradition
marked by_ history and a vigorous
mixing of diverse elements.
Curiously, El Pasoans seem
ambivalent about their city. "A lot
of people have said that this town has
an inferiority complex," Timmons
said. "And that may or may not be
so.... I would hope that cultural
diversity would give El Pasoans a
sense of pride, that we are unique,
that we are distinctive, that we have
tremendous potential, that we have
an unlimited amount to offer."
There is much in the 308 pages
of text in Timmons' book to help El
W. H. Timmons, Professor Emeritus of
Pasoans get over any inferiority History at The University of Texas at
complex. It makes plain that El Paso, El Paso and the author of El Paso: A
locked into a complex relationship Borderlands History. (Photo by Cynthia
with its sister city, Ciudad Juarez, is Farah)
at the geographical and historical center of a great Borderlands area encompassing the six northern states of Mexico and the four southwestern
states of the United States-and is the natural leader of the entire area.
Poised as it is now on the edge of a new century, El Paso has only to
recognize its heritage and be brash enough to rise to the challenge that
heritage implies for the future. Timmons' concl.uding paragraph contains
a summary of his argument and an eloquent statement of the challenge that
lies ahead: "the El Paso-Juarez international metropolitan complex, the
geographic center of the Borderlands and the heart and soul of its distinctive culture, possesses the expertise, the facilities, and the potential to
become the historical, cultural, and intellectual center of the Borderlands
area. Such is the challenge that faces this unique international complex
and its distinctive culture as it approaches the twenty-first century. A
principal measurement of the future will be how much this area does to
recapture its past and to preserve its individuality."
The 64 pages of notes and references appended to A Borderlands
History demonstrate the extent of Timmons' research and the soundness
of his scholarship. But what they fail to show is the esteem Timmons holds
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for his predecessors: Sonnichsen on the one hand ("primarily a strong
literary man with an extremely readable style") and, on the other, scholars
in the tradition of the great historian Herbert Eugene Bolton (1870-1953),
who taught the world Spain's contribution to United States history.
"Pass of the North, like everything Sonnichsen ever did, is wonderful
reading," Timmons delared, reaching for his copy of the book in a shelf
near his desk. "It's a beautiful narrative. its main emphasis, of course,
is the nineteenth century and El Paso as a western outpost. To me, that's
just part of the story." And Timmons went on to acknowledge a debt to
Sonnichsen: " Sonnichsen taught me, 'Look, historians have got to do a
better job telling their story.' I had thought all along that historians ought
to write, not just for themselves, but also for the public. And here was
Sonnichsen doing exactly that in every one of his books." Thus inspired
by Sonnichsen-and others, too-Timmons worked on his own style, especially in this recent book. "I worked each sentence pretty hard," he said.
Bolton's contributions to Timmons' scholarship is through Charles
Wilson Hackett, who was trained by Bolton. Hackett had earned his Ph.D.
in 1917. His speciality was the revolt of the Pueblo Indians in New Mexico
in 1680. Timmons studied with Hackett at the University of Texas.
Bolton's long career of teaching, unearthing new sources on Spain's
activities in the New World, and training scores of scholars was in turn
inspired by the work of Francis Parkman (1823-1893), who a generation
earlier had spent his scholarly life detailing France's contribution to
American history, Timmons said. Then, expanding on his indebtedness
to Bolton, by way of Hackett, Timmons explained: "Bolton's idea was
to play up Spain's contribution to American history. He didn't get beyond
1821, when Mexico established its independence from Spain and when,
also, the Anglos finally started to come into the [Borderlands] area. The
rest of us have extended Bolton's work beyond that date."
El Paso: A Borderlands History sold at an "absolutely astounding"
rate, said Dale Walker, Director of Texas Western Press. The book went
into a second printing in the fall. A thousand each of cloth-bound and
paperback copies from the second printing were
11 ia:1 I I
delivered on November 19, Walker said. "We're
filling orders left and right on it. We fill orders on
it every day. I expect we will sell this second
Texas
printing-probably sell it out-in the coming calendar
Weatern
year. And we'll go into a third printing in '92. It's
Preaa
our best selling book right now."*
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THE EAGLE AND THE RAVEN by James A. Michener. Austin:
State House Press, 1990, $19.95
Any good book increases its appeal when you know how it came to
be written and published. The story behind The Eagle and the Raven is
a case in point. The tales it tells were first written as a chapter in
Michener's long novel Texas. His typist in the last stages of that work
was Debbie Brothers. Later, when she had become a co-founder of State
House Press, she remembered that chapter, which was eliminated from
Texas in a conference between author and publisher. Would Mr. Michener
be interested in updating that big chapter and making it into a book?
The historical facts presented a mighty challenge to the master storyteller. On one side was Antonio L6pez de Santa Ana Perez de Lebr6n,
and on the other was just plain Sam Houston. Here was the Eagle, a native
Mexican of Spanish ancestry, destined to fly high, gyrate in circles wide
and wild, live into his nineties and die among his weird memorabilia; and
here was the Raven, a poor, self-educated American, left fatherless at
fourteen, .who plodded his way to greatness. The Eagle and the Raven were
to meet at San Jacinto in a battle that changed the face of the continent.
Following the eighteen-minute encounter at the battle of San Jacinto,
both the Eagle and the Raven flew high. Santa Ana went to Washington,
talked senators and Presidential representatives into letting him return to
Mexico, where he resumed a dazzling career that saw him named President
of Mexico five times. He lost a leg in battle, was twice banished from
his native land, and yet returned for a brief attempt at renewed glory before
his death. Houston had already served as a United States Representative
and as Governor of Tennessee before the War for Texas Independence. He
would later become President of the Republic of Texas, would lead Texas
into the Union, become a colorful United States Senator, Governor of
Texas, and would die in 1863, during the civil war he had tried to prevent.
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In comparing these two giants, Michener demonstrates his talent for
using historical characters and events as the basis for a spellbinding story.
He loves to ascribe exact quotations to his characters, and we cannot help
wondering about their accuracy. Nevertheless, the whole account is
excitingly readable and is richly illustrated with pen and ink drawings by
Charles Shaw, personally selected by the author to do the work.
CONREY BRYSON
El Paso

~
THE VIEW FROM CHAPULTEPEC translated and edited by
Cecil Robinson. Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1989,
$35.00
In accordance with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of 1848 that
followed the Mexican-American War (now the preferred name), Mexico
lost more than a half million square miles of territory to the United States,
over half of her national domain. Americans, sensing the fulfillment of
the providential dictate "Manifest Destiny," which justified the expansion
of the United States to the Pacific, proceeded to forget about the conflict.
In Mexico, however, the war became and remained a burning issue that
profoundly affected Mexican attitudes and relations with her northern
neighbor. "Such a state of consciousness," concludes Cecil Robinson,
Professor Emeritus of English at the University of Arizona and a specialist
in the interaction of North American and Latin American cultures, "cannot
be healthy for relations between the neighboring nations."
Presented here are selections written by twelve Mexican
authors-historians, philosophers, and statesmen-translated for the first
time into English by the editor. Although there was widespread indifference on the part of the Mexican population during the war, Carlos Maria
Bustamante labeled it la invasi6n norteamericana, and since that time
Mexican writers have bitterly denounced the war as "an injustice perpetrated against Mexico by an unprovoked invasion, one which gained for
the invader enormous spoils of war." Moreover, the bitterness of tone engendered by the conflict has lingered into the modern era, the war being
only the first of the painful episodes which have clouded relations between the two nations.
Since cultural differences between the two neighbors are so great,
communication and dialogue are desperately needed, and books such as
this one will provide the people of each nation with a better understanding
of the other. In recent years Harvard-educated Josefina Vazquez has
endeavored to explain the history of the United States to her fellow

50

BOOK REVIEWS

• 1exicans. An extremely skilled and competent researcher, she has made
effective use of revisionist American historiography which has concluded
that President Polk, rather than Mexico, played the major role in provoking
the war. Thus, as Josefina Vazquez seeks to educate Mexicans about the
United States, here in this book Cecil Robinson explains "the view from
Chapultepec" for his fellow Americans. For students of United StatesMexico relations, this book is a "must." The more the people of each
nation learn about the other, the more likely that at least some of the
bitterness, distrust, and misunderstanding left by the Mexican-American
War will be removed.
W.H. TIMMONS
Professor Emeritus of History, The University of Texas at El Paso

BORDER BOSS: Captain John R. Hughes-Texas Ranger by Jack
Martin. Austin: State House Press, 1990, $14.95 (paper), $21.95
(cloth), $60 (limited edition)
First published in 1942 by the Naylor Company of San Antonio,
Border Boss is now reprinted with a new introduction by Mike Cox, a
public information officer for the Texas Department of Public Safety,
which includes the Texas Rangers in its jurisdiction. The book presents
in interesting detail the career of John Reynolds Hughes, who served the
Texas Rangers from 1887 to 1915-a period, as Cox points out, that bridged
the gap between the old and new in Texas law enforcement.
The author includes in his presentation of Hughes' career many of the
incidents and achievements that built the enduring fame of the Texas
Rangers. He does so necessarily because Hughes was a central figure in
much of the work accomplished by the Rangers during that critical period.
One of the significant aspects of that work involved the numerous
conflicts between the Rangers and assorted tough outlaws and renegades,
particularly relating to cattle and horse thievery. The success of the
lawmen in reducing or eradicating those undesirables served a major
function in the development of the frontier. Hughes' leading role in this
important accomplishment by the Rangers, especially along the Rio
Grande, is revealed in the name the bandits gave him: "Border Boss."
Much of the action described in the book occurred in the El Paso
vicinity and the Big Bend area; many familiar names in various connections with Hughes' service increase greatly the interest of local readers:
James B. Gillett, John Wesley Hardin, Pat Garrett, Butch Cassidy, Charles
Fusselman, John Selman-just to name a few.
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Hughes was a quietly efficient law enforcement officer deserving of
the tribute paid to him as one of "the old heroes who carried law and order
to the frontier." After his retirement from the Texas Rangers, Hughes
operated a stock farm in the Ysleta area for many years. Later he moved
to Austin to live out the remainder of his eventful and useful life. He died
in 1947 at the age of 92.
HENRY D. GARRETT, M.D.
El Paso

~
THE WOOD CARVERS OF CORDOVA, NEW MEXICO by
Charles L. Briggs. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,

1989, $22.50
First published by the University of Tennessee Press in 1980, this
award-winning study of New Mexico folk art is now available in paperback from the University of New Mexieo Press. More than one hundred
photographs, several in color, illustrate the work of the folk artists.
At the outset, Briggs explains his twofold purpose in writing the
book-first, to fill a substantial gap in the literature of the image-making
art of New Mexico, and second, to view the production and interpretation
of wood carvings in a broader sociocultural context than may be found in
earlier studies of this art.
He opens the book with an introduction to the art form and to the role
of these religious images in Hispanic culture; then he explores the work
of specific artists, past and present, in the significant center for this work,
the town of Cordova.
Briggs' particularly valuable research in this book comes in the final
chapters where he explores the meaning of the images to the Hispanics,
discusses the people's dilemma in selling religious articles to nonbelievers,
and makes an analysis of how the images have become symbols of
Hispanic ethnicity in the past two decades. Many of the art patrons come
from the Anglo, non-Catholic ranks, and he looks into the implications for
the future of this work based on the current trends.
The book's earlier edition won the James Mooney Award of the
Southern Anthropological Society
NANCY HAMILTON
Associate Director (retired), Texas Western Press
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