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north of the bridge. Dad was told there was more than enough,
and for him to take whatever he wanted.

Dad quickly contacted Harold Potash, store attorney, and
George Matkin, store banker. To the freight yard they went. They
were surprised to find the freight car contained only bars of silver
bullion! An assayist brought a special scale, and exactly $25,000
of the silver was weighed and removed from the freight car which
was then resealed and monitored until it was on the Mexican side
—in Villa’s hands.

I knew of Dad’s interest in a silver mine in Parral. The mined
ore was packed on burros, and the pack train headed for Parral.
It seems every such train was robbed long before it was close to
Parral! 1 understood why Dad had laughingly said “Pancho
Villa’s silver bullion was the only silver he had been able to bring
from Mexico!”

The Baté€le o

San Jacinto, Part I
by William Squires

They fell silently. Some were large and came down from great
heights. Others were small, coming down from shorter distances.
These were not bombs dropping from miles above the earth; they
were tree limbs and branches falling on an unsuspecting public.
There was something terribly wrong with the tall, grand, and
elegant elm trees in San Jacinto Plaza. The very heart and soul
of our city was coming apart!

No one that I recall was seriously injured, but the danger was
there. Political repercussions were inevitable. If someone were
badly hurt, would the city of El Paso be liable for their expenses
and other costs? At first, it was not a critical situation, but it
soon took center stage with the City, the Parks and Recreation
Department, and the Parks and Recreation Board.

The first signs of trouble occurred in early 1962. At that
time city aldermen were elected and served based upon the de-
partments they would supervise, such as the police and fire alder-
man, parks and recreation, etc. Bert Williams was the alderman
for the Parks and Recreation Department, Dale Tate was in charge
of the Parks Department, and I was chairman of the Parks and
Recreation Board.



































































































