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An EaulN College 
of El Paso 
By Donald Frederick Nelson 

II 
The turn of the l~st century saw an often muddy, alw~ys 
dusty, western tip of Texas become a boom town. A city 
of 736 people in 1880 had become a city of 15,906 in 
1900 and boasted a population of 39,279 in 1910. It was 
becoming an important mining center and railroad hub. 

An atmosphere of "boosterism" prevailed. On its masthead page 
The El Paso Times periodically printed, "El Paso is a cosmopolitan 
city and destined to be in a few years the Greatest City in the 
Southwest."1 It was natural that educators saw El Paso at that 
time as an opportunity to form an institution of higher learning. 

One such educator was Andrew Atchison who had completed 
two years of advanced training at the Cook County Normal School 
in Chicago. This would provide a good supplement to his bache
lor's degree from Kansas University which he had obtained in 
1877. He held a professorship at Park College in Parkville, Mis
souri, between 1896 and 1898. Unfortunately he then suffered 
failing health. Little concerning his illness has survived, thus any 
retrospective diagnosis is impossible: but consumption was a pos
sibility, and retiring to a warmer climate was recommended. 

As the weather cooled in the fall of 1898, Atchison took his 
family of five southward in stages, ending the journey in Las 
Cruces, New Mexico. His wife, Florence, was also a teacher, and 
their two children, William and Marjorie, were then ten and eight, 
respectively. Rowena Baker, who had come to the Atchisons as a 
domestic some years before, had simply become a fifth member of 
the family. As Andrew's health improved, he set up a fresh and 
dried fruit business with the help of his brother James on the 
Spatcier ranch near Las Cruces. 
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Calisthenics class, El Paso Normal and Commercial College 1901. 

By early 1900 Andrew was beginning to feel well enough to 
contemplate renewing his teaching career. 2 He traveled to El Paso 
in February 1900 to explore possibilities. 3 He found that the 
Congregational Training School, sponsored by the Rio Grande 
(Mexican) Congregational Church, was vacating a sizable school 
building. 4 While continuing to work on the ranch in Las Cruces, 
he was able to arrange the founding of a school at that location, 
called The El Paso Private School, with classes beginning in the 
fall of 1900.5 Just before the Atchisons were to move from Las 
Cruces to El Paso, Florence gave birth to their third child, 
Dorothea, (who, after marriage to Paul V. Nelson gave birth to 
the mother of the author of this article). With the new baby and 
now a family of six, the Atchisons traveled in early September on 
a wagon pulled by their horse Chapo6 to their new home, which 
for the first year consisted of rooms in the school building.7 

Upon the school's opening in the fall of 1900, Andrew was 
both owner and principal. Nothing is known about the curricu
lum or enrollment during its first academic year, not even whether 
it was college-preparatory, college level, or both. Worley's City 
Directory of 1901 lists the school as located in the old Congrega
tional Training School building at 501 North Santa Fe Street 
which was a substantial, three-story brick building located at 
the corner with Upson Street. 

During the Atchison's first year in El Paso, Andrew worked 
to expand the school into a full college. By the summer of 1901, 
with the aid of Joseph P. Mullin, who arrived from the Fremont 
Normal School in Kansas and became associate principal, he 
founded The El Paso Normal and Commercial College at the same 
location.8 A distinguished group of El Paso citizens were recruited 
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as a board of directors. They met on August first in the Sheldon 
Hotel to organize the college. 9 

Among the directors was Charles R. Morehead, the president 
of State National Bank who was already known as the "Father of 
the El Paso Public Schools" for his educational efforts. 10 He was 
a "Western pioneer; one of the founders of the Pony Express; one
time mayor of Leavenworth, Kansas; political boss of the El Paso 
'regular' Democratic machine,"11 and an original investor in The 
El Paso Times . Another director, Felix Martinez, was a relative 
newcomer to El Paso but was already the president of the El Paso 
News Company and destined to become one of El Paso's most 
prominent citizens.12 His vigilance for righteousness undoubted
ly appealed to Andrew, whose deeply held religious commitments 
directed his life. Martinez's vigorous at
tacks on El Paso's gambling halls led 
him to carry-in self-defense-a cane that 
sheathed a sword and had an attached 
whistle. Later, Martinez would act as host 
to Presidents Taft and Diaz in a cross
border meeting held in El Paso and 
Juarez, Mexico, and would lead an Ameri
can trade delegation in a six-month tour 
of Central and South American countries 
during Wilson's administration.13 The board 
of directors also included the mayor of 
El Paso, B. F . Hammet, and the Assistant 
United States Attorney, A. G. Foster. 
Reverend Henry W. Moore, the pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church, which the 
Atchisons undoubtedly attended, was also 
a director. Two physicians, Francis W. 
Gallagher and 0. C. Irvin, and A. E. Brown, 
a dentist, rounded out the board of nine. 

A brochure of the El Paso Normal and 
Commercial College which is now in the 
author's possession was printed at the 

The school offered 
a one-year business 
course and a three-
year normal or 
teacher training 
course. An innova
tion of the program 
was to offer a forty
eight-week school 
year, divided into five 
terms, so students 
could complete in 
three years what 
would normally 
require four years. 
Tuition for a full year 
was seventy dollars. 

time of organization and gives much information about the cur
riculum of the new institution. The school offered a one-year busi
ness course and a three-year normal or teacher training course. 
An innovation of the program was to offer a forty-eight-week 
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school year, divided into five terms, so students could complete in 
three years what would normally require four years. Tuition for 
a full year was seventy dollars. The term-by-term plan of study 
of the normal course clearly emphasized intellectual content, 
which did not teach methodology, but offered practical teaching 
experience both in a model primary school and in college prepara
tory grades under the guidance of experienced teachers. Gradu
ates of high schools of "recognized merit" could enter the third 
year of the normal course. A first grade teaching certificate was 
awarded at completion of the second year while a permanent or 
life certificate was awarded at completion of the third year. 

In addition to his duties as principal of the school, Andrew 
taught mental science (psychology) and pedagogy (education). 
Florence was on the staff in charge of the primary and grade 
work. Six other faculty positions were listed in the brochure, but 
given the extensive curriculum promised, others were certainly 
planned. Mullin taught both mathematics and English; C. N. 
Littlehale taught shorthand and typing; Mrs. W. R. Brown was 
teacher of vocal music; Edith L. Mee, who won a competition that 
year for the best symbolic design for the mid-winter carnival,14 

taught drawing and painting; and Jessie E. M. Howe taught 
French. The science teacher was yet to be hired. Spanish could 
be studied in connection with the business course for those who 
contemplated doing business south of the border, though its 
teacher was not listed. Andrew was ready to teach Latin and 
Greek if there was sufficient demand for them. Calisthenics, 
probably in imitation of one of Colonel Parker's educational inno
vations at Cook County Normal, were provided in a well-equipped 
gymnasium to promote "growth, strength, and carriage of body 
as essential in education." The opening of the gymnasium in the 
fall of 1901 merited a public meeting with speeches by Andrew 
and two others and reportage in a local newspaper. 15 

During the second year in El Paso, the Atchisons lived in 
Mesa Garden on North Santa Fe Street two blocks from the college 
on a foothill of West Boulevard. That foothill was then the highest 
point within the city limits of El Paso. Mesa Garden had played 
a significant role in the social life of El Paso throughout the 1890s 
as the clubhouse of the McGinty Club. 16 The club had had an 
informal and rather spontaneous beginning during the last two 
years of the previous decade as a gathering of young men who 
enjoyed camaraderie, some boisterous tomfoolery, and especially 
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The El Paso 
Private School 
1901. Florence 
and Andrew 
Atchison in 
center, Rowena 
with baby 
Dorothy at left, 
Marjorie in 
front of, and 
William on 
their horse 
Chapo. 

music. The club's name, in fact, arose from a popular ballad of 
1889, Down Went McGinty. As the club grew during the Gay 
Nineties, ten different musical groups were formed and a musical 
director was ,appointed. There was a twenty-five piece brass band, 
a fifteen-piece string orchestra, a choir, five instrumental quar
tets and a double quartet, and the Flambeau Club. Three march
ing groups were smartly attired and well drilled: the Light 
Guards, the Plug Hat Brigade, and the Stiff Hat Brigade. The 
musicians became sufficiently accomplished to give packed-house 
concerts at the new Myar Opera House. But what the McGinty 
men most enjoyed were the parades and festivities they put on 
for visiting conventioneers, baseball teams, Grand Army of the 
Republic encampments, and, of course, Independence Day cele
brations. These parades always ended at "McGinty Hill" with 
fireworks and sometimes mock battles over "Fort McGinty" involv
ing three cannons the club owned and numerous small arms. 
There was always much spontaneous music, good fellowship, and 
some beer, but never drunkenness. The McGinty Club entertain
ment, though sometimes raucous, was that of and by the polite 
society of El Paso. In retrospect, the McGinty Club appears as an 
expression of the Gay Nineties exuberance in a young, growing, 
unsophisticated western town and was as transitory as was that 
special decade. 

As the national mood changed with the Spanish American 
War, the assassination of President McKinley, and the challenges 
of a new century, so El Paso's mood changed from youthful exu
berance to a more mature and serious effort at self-betterment
diminishing the huge numbers of gambling halls, saloons, and 
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brothels. The McGinty Club's death in the new century was as 
rapid as its birth had been with the approach of the Gay Nineties. 
Mesa Garden was no longer desired as a destination of parades, so 
it was converted into a residence, and the Atchisons moved in. 

Mesa Garden, as the Atchisons knew it, had nine rooms 
arranged side-by-side around three sides of a rectangular patio. 17 

A walkway separated the house and the patio and was roofed and 
bordered with a trellis where it continued around the fourth side. 
The garden for which the place had been named consisted at that 
time of little more than a cottonwood tree and a number of strug
gling chinaberry trees. A smaller outbuilding was then used as 
a stable. 

An artifact left behind by the McGinty Club, the "Cardiff 
Giant," lay behind the stable, as William recalled years later. 18 

This "fake fake," as a court called it in a ruling, was an over ten
foot long likeness of a man commissioned by the incomparable 
circus entrepreneur, P. T. Barnum, to amaze gullible sideshow 
patrons as a petrified giant. Decades later, it was abandoned by 
a lesser circus in El Paso when the circus went bankrupt. Barnum 
had created it as a replica of the original Cardiff Giant, an elabo
rate hoax that began around 1868 near the town of Cardiff in 
upper New York State. George Hull of Binghamton, New York, 
had had the original sculpted from Iowa gypsum in Chicago, 
shipped to a confederate's farm near Cardiff, buried, and then 
"accidentally" found by well diggers. The sensation it caused led 
an envious Barnum to create his own stone giant. By 1901 it was 
just an abandoned curiosity to Will and the neighborhood boys. 
Its steel and plaster construction was revealed when it broke as it 
was moved several years later when McGinty Hill was leveled for 
use as fill on which to build the new El Paso railroad station. 19 

During the Atchison's stay in El Paso, the El Paso trolley line 
was electrified. The light trolley cars that had been in use could 
be pulled by a single mule. When the first electric car ran on 
January 11, 1902, a flatbed car, attached to its rear, carried one 
of the mules for an all-day ride around the city with a sign pro
claiming, "Reward for 35 Years of Faithful Service" -probably 
referring to all the mules that had pulled trolleys. 20 

In the spring and summer of 1902 in El Paso, Will had a 
newspaper delivery route on which he rode the family's horse, 
Chapo. An incident, previously described by Robert N. Mullin in 



AN EARLY COLLEGE OF EL PASO 113 

Password as having a very sinister intent, has been described by 
Will as just a very scary prank:21 

My route was originally to the smelter, about six miles 
round trip, which might take two hours. Part of my 
customers worked on a railroad construction job. When 
they moved over the mountain, I followed, making my 
route nine miles or so up over a mountain and back 
around another. It turned out that occasionally I didn't 
make it home until nine o'clock or later. One time just 
as I came up over the Southern Pacific Railroad embank
ment and had just finished counting the forty cents I 
had received for papers I had sold, a young Mexican man, 
walking in the opposite direction, grabbed my horse's 
bridle and stopped me, saying, "Where are you going?" 
Shakily I said, "To El Paso." "No you aren't," he said, "I'm 
going to kill you right here." After a bit, he grinned and 
said, "Awe, go on." 22 

Rather shaken, two years in El Paso and with the college not doing 
well, the family decided that it was best for Florence and the 
children to live with her parents in Lansing, Michigan, and enter 
William in high school there. Will's schooling to that time had 
been rather irregular because his father's peripatetic teaching 
career had taken the family to several communities. Will, in fact, 
excelled in high school and went on to college. Andrew arranged 
to sell the college including the building and its furniture to Pro
fessor Byron C. Roach at the end of July and agreed to continue to 
work at the college during August and September. At the end of 
August, the Atchisons moved out of Mesa Garden, Florence and 
the children left El Paso, stopping in Kansas to visit all the 
Atchison relatives during September, and Andrew boarded with 
Professor Roach. In early October 1902, Andrew traveled to 
Kansas and took the family from there to Lansing. 23 

Professor Roach wanted Andrew to continue teaching at the 
college, and so Andrew returned to El Paso for the academic year 
of 1902-03 and taught modern science. 24 Roach shortened the 
school name to El Paso College, sold the building at the corner of 
North Santa Fe and Upson Streets to Providence Hospital for 
use in nurse training, and moved the college to 217 West Boule
vard, undoubtedly to economize. 25 Roach and his family lived in 
the same building, and Andrew took a room there also and board
ed with the Roaches. The school's finances continued on a pre-
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carious footing, and Andrew's pay was often very late. Florence 
lamented: 

Mr. Atchison is having considerable trouble to collect his 
salary. I am sorry he has to suffer so much. I wonder 
why such a good man must suffer so? . . . I hope Mr. 
Atchison will get some paying work soon. I am afraid 
he will miss everything. All the good chances will be 
taken before he is able to get away from Roach. But as 
this can't be helped, it must be for some good purpose 
as we are trusting our Heavenly Father to do all for us. 
This must be a part of God's plan. 26 

In spite of the burgeoning population of El Paso, the plan of 
The El Paso Normal and Commercial College had been too ambi
tious. Roach's approach to making the college viable, however, 
was not to shrink the course offerings significantly, but he adver
tised his El Paso College extensively in the local newspaper, an ac
tivity that, curiously, Andrew had not undertaken. 27 Though a nor
mal course was not mentioned in Roach's advertisements, train
ingfrom kindergarten through college was still offered. Neither did 
Roach reduce the staff, advertising a "faculty of twelve experi

It is a curious fact that 
the historical memory 
of Atchison's college in 
El Paso has faded 
away. No published 
history of El Paso cites 
its three-year existence 
. . . . Other histories of 
Texas colleges, both 
extant and extinct, 
also fail to mention it. 

enced university graduates." Roach, 
perhaps, was counting on his ability to 
offer boarding facilities in his new 
location as a boost to enrollment. But 
Roach's plan proved too ambitious also, 
and no mention of his college appears 
after 1903. Surely, the events of the 
previous year-Andrew's forced sale of 
the college and then its demise-must 
have been another big disappointment 
in his efforts to reestablish himself in 
the educational world. 

It is a curious fact that the histori
cal memory of Atchison's college in 
El Paso has faded away. No published 
history of El Paso cites its three-year 

existence. For example, The New Handbook of Texas cites the 
first founding of a college in El Paso as the State School of Mines 
and Metallurgy, now The University of Texas at El Paso, in 1914. 
El Paso: A Centennial Portrait cites nothing earlier. Other histories 
of Texas colleges, both extant and extinct, also fail to mention it.28 
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Was Andrew's college, then, the first in El Paso? Apparently 
not. That honor goes to the El Paso Commercial College. The city 
directory of 1895 lists that college with C. L. Grimland, princi
pal, in the Mundy Building.29 An item in the Herald in January 
of 1895 noted two additions to the faculty, making a total of six. 30 

The college may have lasted only for the 1894-1895 school year. 

There is another early college in El Paso whose history con
nects in a somewhat murky manner with Atchison's college. 
Worley's City Directory for 1901-based, most likely, on data ob
tained near the end of 1900-cites both Andrew's El Paso Private 
School and, also for the first time, the International Business 
College, located at the corner of Texas, Oregon, and San Antonio 
Streets with W. L. Edwards as President. 31 Edward's college would 
also have begun in the fall of 1900. But there is an oral history of 
this latter institution being begun by Edwards-perhaps without 
the I.B.C. name-two years previously at that same location in a 
small, third-floor room outfitted by "two Oliver typewriters, two 
long wooden tables, and several rickety chairs." "As might be 
expected, there were not many students" taking the "offered short
hand and typewriting courses." The author of this unpublished 
I.B.C. history gives no source for this information, but its spec
ificity and its consistency with the 1901 directory record give it 
some credence.32 However, a number of verifiable errors in that 
informal history lessen one's confidence in it. 

The connection between the colleges apparently resulted 
from the efforts of Joseph P. Mullin. In the 1901 brochure of the 
El Paso Normal and Commercial College, he is listed as associate 
principal and teacher of mathematics and English. Mullin's son 
Robert spoke of Joseph as a co-founder of the college, ignoring the 
antecedent El Paso Private School, with which Mullin was not 
connected.33 After Andrew sold the college to Byron C. Roach in 
the summer of 1902, Mullin was not among the expanded faculty 
of fifteen of Roach's college listed in Worley's Directory for 1903. 
Instead, Mullin appeared as joint proprietor with Edwards of 
the I.B.C. in the 1903 directory,34 probably beginning in the fall 
of 1902, and then became president in 1904 with no mention of 
Edwards.35 Joseph Mullin continued to run the I.B.C. until his 
death in 1921, after which his son, Robert N. Mullin, took over for 
a time. 36 
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Robert Mullin wrote in later life that the I.B.C. was an out
growth of the El Paso Normal and Commercial College,37 a state
ment that seems at variance with recorded facts but must repre
sent some remembrance of a connection. Further, the previously 
mentioned unpublished I.B.C. history states that Joseph Mullin 
"combin[ed] both schools into one." All considered, it seems like
ly that Joseph Mullin obtained the El Paso College, the successor 
to the El Paso Normal and Commercial College, from Byron Roach 
in 1903. This goes unmentioned by R. N. Mullin who combined it 
with the International Business College, and retained the name 
of the latter. It is still in existence today and is clearly El Paso's 
oldest existing college. It celebrated its centennial in 1998. If, in 
fact, there was a combining of the two struggling colleges back in 
1903, then Atchison's college has, in a sense, survived also. 
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01~ El Paso: 
A Thumbnail Sketch 
By Ruth E. Gillett 

If citizens of El Paso were asked to name a product that 
has advertised El Paso around the world, that product 
would be the "Old El Paso" brand of Mexican food. The 
distinctive trademark developed early in the "life" of 
the products. 

In 1935 Sam B. Gillett, Jr., my father's brother, established 
the Valley Canning Company near Canutillo, at the end of Gillett 
Road. Among the many foodstuffs that were produced 
at Valley Canning were tortillas, beans, and chile sauce. 
As a child I remember eating the fresh tortillas as they 
came off the conveyor belt. Ron Gillett, Sam's son, also 
relished a lunch of fresh tortillas, beans, and chile sauce. 
It was Sam who originated the label of "Old El Paso." 1 Sam B. 

Gillette 

Gillett's Valley Canning Company was not the only cannery 
in El Paso. In competition with the Gillett's company was 

Valley Canning Company. 
Original cannery in Canutillo, Texas. 
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the Mountain Pass 
Canning Company 
which was not with
out its problems. 
It was located across 
the tracks in Canu
tillo, Texas with 
A.C. Powell as the 
original owner. 
Later Mountain 
Pass was bought by 
James A. Dick Jr. 
who was chairman 
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of the board; Tom Barwise, was presi
dent; and Les Dodson, was vice-presi
dent. Mr. Dick also had a wholesale 
grocery business which was stocked 
with Mountain Pass products. One of 
the top selling products was beans from 
the cannery. 2 However, the problems 
proved to be overwhelming. 

One of the problems that Mountain 
Pass faced was the competition from 
other canning companies. In 1955 the 
owners of Mountain Pass decided to pur-

James A. Dick, Jr. chase the Valley Canning Company 
from Sam Gillett, a purchase that included the trademark "Old 
El Paso." It was a good business venture.3 

A second problem being faced by Mountain Pass was the fre
quent flooding of the Rio Grande. One summer in the 1950's the 
Rio Grande flooded the entire Mountain Pass Cannery. The intel
ligent thing to do was to move to another location. The owners 
of Mountain Pass decided to purchase a site near Anthony, Texas 
which at the time was owned by Frio Frozen Foods. This business 
wanted to freeze products produced by area farmers. James Dick 
Jr., Tom Barwise, and Les Dodson went to the State National 
Bank for a loan. George Matkin, who was chairman of the board 
of State National, was intrigued-"Your Old El Paso brand is an 
ambassador for El Paso." 4 

The loan for $6,000 was granted. The company flourished 
and later was bought by Pet, Inc. for $6,000,000.5 It had been a 
good investment! 

In order to sell Old El Paso foods, a successful campaign 
for radio and television was unveiled which obviously met with 

Mountain Pass Canning Company in Anthony, Texas. 
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consumer acceptance. According to 
James A. Dick III, soldiers from Fort 
Bliss liked the Old El Paso Mexican 
food, and they were a driving force 
behind the success of the ethnic food. 6 

In May of 1955 Pet became part of 
the Pillsbury Company.7 

The cannery provided jobs for 
workers in both Texas and New Mexico 
where area farmers grew the chile 
and jalapefios to supply the cannery 
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with fresh produce. Bill Dyer, president of Pet International 
stated, "In 1975 we employed 550 full time employees. The canne
ry bought $2 million worth of green chiles, $1.5 million in to
matoes, and $200,000 in jalapefios from local farmers. Sales were 
around $1.6 billion."8 Indeed, this too had been a good investment. 

Many families in the Canutillo and Anthony areas benefitted 
from jobs at the cannery, and benefitted handily. For example 
one woman, Juana Ortega, worked as a domestic and not only 
supported the family but also managed to send one son to the 
University of Texas at El Paso. He graduated with a degree in 
engineering. The cannery served as the economic base for the 
city of Anthony, Texas. 

After the sale of the cannery to General Mills for $10.5 
billion, production at the Anthony cannery was halted. Many 
workers lost their jobs and the production of chile fell . However 
in 1992, there were 34,500 acres in production. In the year 2000 
production had decreased again and only 19,000 acres were in 
production.9 After the implementation of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement in 1994, Mexican-grown jalapefios flood
ed the market. 10 

Today competition in the sale of Mexican food is intense. 
General Mills sells Old El Paso foods nationally and interna
tionally. You can find the product in Canada, Australia, and in 
western Europe. Richard "Buck" Summerville, a retired chile 
farmer, recalls seeing Old El Paso foods in Canada, England, and 
New Zealand. 11 
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The owner of General Mills has said "Today the sale of salsa 
is a one billion dollar industry and currently surpasses ketchup 
as the best selling condiment in the United States. Old El Paso 
is the oldest national manufacturer of Mexican foods and is 
number one in the sale of Mexican food as a whole."12 

All photos provided by the author. 

RUTHE. GILLETT, a native of El Paso, graduated from El Paso High School 
and received her bachelor's degree from the University of Texas at Austin and 
a master's degree in education also from the University of Texas at El Paso. She 
taught at Andress High School in El Paso for thirty-nine years. She is currently 
a docent at the Magoffin Home and was a member of Bible study fellowship. 
She is a fourth generation of the Gillett family. 
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Revolutionauty El Paso: 
1910-1917 
PART 111 of tbuee pauts 

By Mardee Belding de Wetter 

11 
Quiet reigned in Mexico and on the border during ~he 
first month of 1914. On February 4, however, a revoltmg 
horror occurred in Chihuahua. One of Villa's bandit 
chiefs, Maximo Castillo, set fire to the Cumbre Railroad 
Tunnel by running into it a burning lumber train. He 

then allowed a passenger train to enter the tunnel where it collid-
ed with the smoldering debris. 1 At first the officals of the Mexican 
Northwestern Railroad were unable to penetrate the tunnel be
cause the smoke and heat were intense. All that was ever recover
ed of the passengers were a few charred bones. Villa immediately 
published a report that he had executed Castillo at Chocolate 
Pass but it was a false report as Castillo soon appeared in El Paso 
where he was arrested and placed in prison at Fort Bliss. Several 
Americans had been among the victims in the Cumbre Tunnel 
and El Paso consequently seethed with indignation. 

The feeling was still running high when a second incident 
occurred in Villa-held Chihuahua. William S. Benton, an English
man who, years before, had gone to Mexico to make his fortune, had 
married a Mexican lady and, through the years, had built up a 
large and profitable cattle business. Villa was fond of appropriat
ing a few head of Benton's cattle for beef and Benton strongly 
objected to the practice. Being both brave and foolish, Benton 
came to Juarez to see Villa, and was never seen again. Britain was 
enraged over the disappearance of her subject. And the British 
colony in El Paso asked Mr. George C. Carothers, a special agent 
of the United States, to go to Juarez to find out what had happen
ed to Benton. Villa at first claimed that Benton was well and 

123 
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Fort Bliss in 1916 

safe. Later Villa said that he had been executed for using abusive 
language and drawing a six shooter in Villa's presence. Unofficially 
Carothers was told what was probably the true story. Benton had 
been insulting to Villa and Villa had sent him to Samalayuca 
under guard. There some Villista soldiers dug a shallow grave 
and stood Benton beside it. Benton calmly said that the grave was 
too shallow, that the coyotes would get him. The soldiers made 
the hole deeper. Then Rodolfo Fierro, Villa's brutal aide, drew his 
pistol and shot Benton through the head. 2 

Even as fury against the many atrocities and indignities 
committed in Mexico increased, the hospitality of El Paso did not 
waver. General de la Luz Blanco, a constitutional general from 
Sonora, came to confer with the El Paso junta. He came openly, with
out fear of arrest. General Luis Terrazas, not only enjoyed the 
safety of El Paso, but hoped to make use of American diplomacy, too. 
He appealed to Consul Marion Letcher in Chihuahua to save his 
son Luis, from death at the hands of Villa. "I am eighty years old 
and neither life nor money mean much to me," the General said. 
"My son Luis has thirteen children and they need him. I will glad
ly return to Chihuahua and Villa can kill me instead of my son." 
But Consul Letcher was powerless to negotiate such an exchange. 

Another visitor to El Paso at this time was Senora Venustiano 
Carranza. Her husband was known as First Chief of the Revolu
tion, as he was head of the Constitutional party. He was expected 
in Juarez, to confer with Pancho Villa and she waited for him with 
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their two daughters. When Carranza arrived in Juarez for his 
conference, he sent his limousine to El Paso where the coat of 
arms of the Constitutionalists was painted on the doors and the 
back, greatly enchancing its beauty. 

Less willing visitors were the group of Huerta Federal soldiers 
who were held as prisoners at Fort Bliss. The number had con
siderably increased since the count had been taken in 1913. The 
Federals who had crossed at Presidio with Terrazas and the 
Spanish refugees had been added to the previously held prisoners. 
Now there were some five thousand. Local attorneys represent
ing the Huerta government argued that the soldiers were illegally 
held. But the State and War Department officials stated that to 
allow the prisoners to return to Mexico during the upheaval would 
be a violation of the Hague Convention. 

Meanwhile, in the spring of 1914, the Tampico Incident made 
headlines, and war between the United States and Mexico seemed 
imminent. A delegate from the Huertista followers in El Paso went 
to Juarez to offer the services of all Huertistas in El Paso in the 
event of war. This was a delightful touch. The men who owed 
their very lives to the asylum afforded them in El Paso now offered 
their services to their former enemies against their hosts. 

There can be little blame placed upon the Mexicans through
out this time, however, for their country was in such disorder 
that there was no logic in their reasoning. Huerta was in a death 
struggle with his powerful adversary, President Wilson. Carranza 
and Villa were in open break, thus splitting the Constitutionalist 
party. Jose Maytorena of Sonora was organizing a new party and 
Zapata still ruled the south. The trouble between Carranza and 
Villa was temporarily patched up in a meeting in El Paso between 
representatives of each faction. The two leaders realized the im
portance of a solid front. Then, when the tension over Mexico was 
at its greatest, in the last of June, the Archduke Francis Ferdinand 
of Austria was killed at Sarajevo. From then on, the interest of 
the United States in Mexico was necessarily lessened. Wilson 
had succeeded in unseating Huerta who quitted his capital on 
July 15, leaving the presidency to little known and unimportant 
Francisco Carabajal. 

Huerta's departure actually left the presidency to First Chief 
Carranza, the United States-supported candidate, for Carbajal 
could not prevail against such strength as Carranza had. When 
the news reached El Paso, the many Constitutionalist officials 
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prepared to depart for 
Monterrey to join Carranza 
for his trip to Mexico City. 
By August Carranza had 
entered the capital and was 
appointing his cabinet. 
Carbajal had quietly re
tired and Pancho Villa was 
noisily com plaining that 
he had not been invited to 
Mexico City at all. Huerta 
was in exile in London. Yet 
there was no peace in Mexi
co. Maytorena headed a re
bellion in Sonora where he 
aroused the Yaqui Indians 
against the Carranza gov
ernment and all foreigners. 

The uprising was so 
serious that Carranza sent 
his two generals, Villa and 
Obergon, to negotiate peace. 
The two men with their 
staffs came to El Paso where 
they asked permission of 

Indian Scout with Villa's Army General Pershing to be al-

lowed a bodyguard of thirty-five picked rebel soldiers to accom
pany them through the United States to Nogales. 

Too many men in Mexico tasted a little power and wanted 
more. Francisco Carbajal, president less than a month, did not put 
by his hopes as easily as he did his office. He came out of Mexico 
to El Paso after his resignation and lived with Abraham Lujan, 
where he plotted to regain power. He hoped to make use of 
the former followers of Pascual Orozco who had been refugees in 
El Paso since Huerta's fall and were anxious for a chance to re
turn to Mexico. A petition was circulated to raise funds and plans 
were made for a newspaper to be published in Chihuahuita. 

The most important revolutionary development of September 
1914, was the repudiation of the Carranza government by Pancho 
Villa who made a grand statement that he would fight to restore 
Mexico to her people. Carranza continued to head the Constitu-
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tionalist party while Pancho Villa organized the Conventionalist 
party. A convention was held and the Villa-supported Eulalio 
Gutierrez was selected provisional president. Mexico now had two 
presidents. Villa, in a dramatic flourish, sent word to Carranza 
that he would face the firing squad with Carranza if it would 
bring peace to Mexico. 

Instead, Villa moved on Mexico City and installed Gutierrez 
as president, forcing Carranza to retire to the city of Puebla. 
Zapata and Villa shared the occupation of the capital in its most 
terrifying experience of the revolution. The turmoil and strife in 
Mexico became incomprehensible. The factions, large and small, 
were innumerable. Carranza, Villa, Zapata, and Maytorena held 
parts of Mexico. Other leaders hoped to get into the fight and 
continued to plot in border towns like El Paso. There seemed no 
end to bloodshed and suffering. The peon shrugged his shoulders 
and said, "1915 can be no worse." 

Mexico now entered the gloomiest period of the revolution. 
She was called "the land where peace breaks out once in a while."3 

El Paso was irretrievably bound up in the affairs of her neighbor. 
The little border city was known as a refuge, a center of plotting 
and smuggling activity. No course remained but resignation to 
the fate of an accomplice. 

Eduardo Iturbide, 
former governor of the 
Federal District under 
Huerta and Carbajal, was 
hiding in El Paso as the 
year 1915 began. He es
caped from a train coming 
to the border at Santa 
Rosalia and made his way 
overland to Juarez where 
he was smuggled into 
El Paso. The Zapatistas 
had been most anxious to 
execute him for treason . 
Instead, he enjoyed the 
safety afforded by El Paso. 

Meanwhile, an impor
tant meeting was arranged 
in El Paso. General Hugh An Indian girl revolutionist with Villa 
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L. Scott, Chief of Staff of the United States Army, met Pancho 
Villa, now chief of the Convention forces in Mexico. The purpose 
of their meeting was to prevent further bloodshed of Americans. 
The Jose Maytorena forces of Sonora were now the Convention 
forces and had surrounded the town of N aco on the Arizona border 
which the Carranza forces under General Benjamin Hill held. 
The Maytorena garrison at Nogales, Arizona was, however, sur
rounded by the Carranzistas. Both trouble spots faced American 
soil and any fighting would endanger American lives. First plans 
called for the meetings of the generals to take place on the inter
national bridge but Special Agent Carothers urged that the discus
sions be carried on freely in both Juarez and El Paso.4 This was 
allowed and an agreement fortunately was reached, by which 
Villa agreed to allow the peaceful evacuation of N aco and the 
Carranzistas agreed not to molest the Nogales garrison. 

It was at this same meeting that Villa hinted to General 
Scott of a grave situation. A Japanese officer had called on Villa 
in Mexico City and had told him that Japan was preparing for 
war against the United States. He encouraged Villa in a war 
against his neighbor and suggested that the Germans and Japa
nese would be his allies. Nor was this all a pipe dream of Villa's, 
George Carothers discovered circulars printed in Japanese and 
Spanish in El Paso urging Mexico to continue its fight against 
the United States for the Mexicans would have the support of 
the Japanese. 5 

Shortly after this meeting between Villa and Scott, the tur
moil in Mexico grew worse. General Roque Gonzales Garza 
brought about his own appointment as provisional president, and 
Villa proclaimed himself executive head of the Republic, with 
Felipe Angeles his minister of war. Simultaneously, four men 
claimed the presidency; General Garza, Eulalia Gutierrez, Carran
za, and Villa. 

Fighting throughout Mexico continued unabated and with 
no one faction gaining supremacy. Villa claimed great modernity 
for his army because he had four aeroplanes. The aero bombs, 
manufactured in Chihuahua, were five-inch pieces of steel pipe, 
filled with shrapnel and cemented with a protruding fuse. 

The most important news to come out of El Paso at this 
time was the surprise arrest of General Victoriano Huerta and 
Pascual Orozco. Collector of Customs Cobb gives the following 
account of the arrest: 
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Late last night I learned through the railroad of 
Huerta's plans to leave the train at Newman Station, 
twenty miles north of El Paso. With Beckman (agent of 
Department of Justice), two deputy marshals, and Colo
nel G. H. Morgan accompanied by twenty-five soldiers, 
we went to Newman Station this morning and found 
Orozco and Huerta's son-in-law awaiting the train.6 

Beckham invited Orozco and Huerta to accompany us 
to the Federal Building without arrest which they did. 
Huerta is suave though Orozco is not. 7 
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The pair was charged with conspiring to set on foot another 
revolution in Mexico and thereby breaking the neutrality laws of 
the United States. Tom Lea acted as Huerta's attorney and had 
him released on a cash bond of fifteen thousand dollars while 
Huerta put up another bond of seventy-five hundred dollars for 
Orozco. 8 Huerta then became a much feted prisoner. He was the 
guest of Colonel George H. Morgan at dinner where he was es
corted by police. Even though Huerta was not feeling very well 
he told reporters: "I'm going to save up my appetite for the 
dinner which you newspapermen are giving me at the Hotel 
Sheldon. You can count on me, rain or revolution." 

As Huerta was still under bond he was often taken to the 
Federal Building. His trial was set for July 1, but was postponed. 
On that day, when he emerged from the building he was greeted 
with vivas and handclapping by several hundred Mexicans. 
Huerta was sent home but troops guarded his home and also that 
of Pascual Orozco. The family of Orozco objected to this and made 
derisive remarks to the guards. One of the women called in 
Spanish: "Watch out or he'll run between your legs."9 Neverthe
less, Orozco did disappear from his house one night and escaped 
his guards. By this action he forfeited his bond. At approximately 
the same time another Mexican leader made another type of 
escape. Wearied and very old Porfirio Diaz died in exile in France. 

Huerta remained a prisoner. The one-time president said 
that if the United States was willing to give him only conditional 
liberty he would prefer to remain in jail. Huerta's family came 
to El Paso and lived at 415 West Boulevard while they waited 
for the charges against the General to be cancelled. The charges 
remained but his case was never brought to court. Instead, 
Huerta was removed as a federal prisoner to Fort Bliss where he 
was given quarters in an abandoned hospital. Six secret service 
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agents guarded him but his family visited him every evening for 
Huerta was a sick man. He had always been a heavy drinker, 
drinking as much as a quart of cognac a day. This was beginning 
to tell on him now. Tom Lea, his lawyer, got him transferred to 
a four room cottage but his health did not improve. He was a wist
ful figure in his foreign prison and his guards grew to love him. 

With Huerta a virtual Once he said: "I failed because I was 
obliged to try the impossible. Mexico can-

prisoner, General 
Hugh L. Scott came 
once more to El Paso 
to have a conference 
with Villa. Scott was 
one of the few men 
that Villa respected 
and heeded. On 

not live without the favor of the United 
States or,at least, without the enjoy
ment of its indifference. I had neither."10 

With Huerta a virtual prisoner, 
General Hugh L. Scott came once more 
to El Paso to have a conference with Villa. 
Scott was one of the few men that Villa 
respected and heeded. On August 10, 
the two men had a three-hour conference 
at J . F. Williams' residence on West Rio 
Grande. Villa had issued an order con
fiscating all mines and smelters that 
were foreign-owned in his territory. This 
order General Scott prevailed upon him 
to rescind. 

Soon a most dramatic incident oc
curred which interested every El Paso-

August 10, the two 
men had a three-hour 
conference at J. F. 
Williams' residence 
on West Rio Grande. an. Pascual Orozco and four compan

ions were killed near Van Horn, Texas, by a posse of American 
ranchers. Orozco, after his escape from El Paso, had gone south 
along the river. He had forced a cook to prepare him a meal and 
later a blacksmith to shoe a horse. So a posse started after him and 
came upon his party as it was settled around a fire cooking a meal 
on High Lonesome Mountain. The posse killed the whole group. 
All the bodies were brought to Van Horn in an automobile and 
there packed in ice to await the arrival of the undertaker, J . J. 
Kaster. The Orozcos, both father and son, had met ignominious 
deaths. The father had been executed by Emiliano Zapata and the 
son had died the death of a horse thief. There were many Mexi
cans who became bitterly aroused by Orozco's death and they 
gathered into a muttering, grumbling crowd to meet the train on 
which his body was to come. Mayor Lea foresaw a riot and had 
the body taken off the train east of El Paso. 11 



REVOLUTIONARY EL PASO-PART III 131 

The body lay in state throughout one night and then amid a 
throng of nearly three thousand people it was interred in a vault 
at Concordia Cemetery. There were many orations, chief among 
them was one by R. Escobeda. Escobeda declared that Orozco was 
a great man and soldier and not a horse thief. Among the many 
wreaths was one sent by Victoriano Huerta. It was a large one of 
lilies of the valley tied with mourning tulle and white streamers 
which had on them in purple ink: "General V. Huerta a General 
P. Orozco." 

Another revolutionist was gone. And the powerful grip of 
Pancho Villa was beginning to weaken. General Felipe Angeles 
bought a ranch six miles from El Paso where he decided to retire. 
Dr. Villareal, Villa's surgeon general, came across to El Paso. Many 
other Villistas deserted the Juarez garrison. Rodolfo Fierro, known 
as Villa's official executioner and credited with more killings 
than any other man in Mexico, was drowned near Villa Ahumada. 
Fierro was best known for the murder of William Benton and his 
death was good news to many. Even Villa's prisoners were escap
ing. Luis Terrazas, who had been held for nearly two years, 
escaped from the Chihuahua penitentiary. 

Meanwhile, El Paso endeavored to do something about its 
undesirables. Always before it had been a haven for refugees of 
any faction. Now by an agreement between Mayor Tom Lea and 
General Pershing all soldiers of Villa's command and other per
sons from Juarez who were considered undesirable were to be de
tained and given six hours to leave the city. 

Villa constantly lost power. He moved his wife, Luz, to 
Chihuahua City and prepared Juarez against an attack by the 
Carranzistas but there was no battle this time. By negotiation 
Juarez was surrendered to the Carranza troops. General Alvaro 
Obregon came to El Paso to take command in Juarez, establishing 
his headquarters in the Del Norte Hotel. On the last day of the 
year he entered Juarez for the first time. Pancho Villa hid him
self in the mountains of Chihuahua. Hipolito Villa served his 
time in the El Paso County jail. General Huerta was seriously ill. 
The revolutionists were having a hard time of it. But they alone 
did not suffer for those troubled times. Many people and at least 
two countries suffered, too. The revolution had developed into an 
international tragedy. 
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The month of January, 1916, saw hopes for peace waning. 
General Huerta knew that he would never live to see another 
New Year. He was removed from Fort Bliss to his own home in 
El Paso where Dr. M. P. Schuster, his physician, operated again 
and again on the dying man. Huerta had cirrhosis of the liver. 12 

But the old man held on to life long enough to hear of two other 
important events in January, 1916. Don Luis Terrazas, Jr., after 
an absence of two years from his family, during which time he 
was a prisoner of Pancho Villa, arrived in El Paso. He was met in 
Juarez by his brother, Alberto Terrazas, and on the American side 
by his father, General Terrazas. Captain Bill Greet13 who saw and 
talked with Luis said that he was "so tortured he could not look 
a man in the eyes." He did not long survive. 14 

Yet even the fate of Luis Terrazas did not compare with that 
of the mining officials of the Cusihuiriachic Mining Company. 
The first news of the tragedy later known as the Santa Ysabel 
Massacre came in a terse telegram: 

The Manager of American Smelting and Refining Com
pany has just given me confidential message from em
ployee in Chihuahua: Three, yesterday afternoon, pass
enger train with Cusi (Mining Company) employees 
was held up by bandits at Kilometer 68, shooting C. R. 
Watson, W. J . Wallace, M. B. Romero, Thomas M. Evans, 
Charles A. Pringle, Maurice Anderson, R. P. McHatton, 
J. P. Coy, Alexander Hall, Charles Wadleigh, E . L. 
Robinson, George W. Newman, R. H. Simmons, A. H. 
Couch, H . C. Haase, Thomas Johnson, J . W. Woon, W. D. 
Pierce. Will give details later. The de facto authorities 
are unequal to the necessities of the situation. 15 

These were the facts of the massacre as first known. They would 
have been the entire story had there not been the one survivor, 
Thomas B. Holmes who reached El Paso the day after the massacre 
and brought with him the details. 

Our train left Chihuahua January 10, about 11 a.m. 
It was stopped at or about Rancho Baeza, a point five 
miles west of Santa Ysabel, between 1:30 or 2 o'clock 
that afternoon. The last car was just inside a cut. Evans 
Newman, McHatton and I were the first to get off; 
Watson was getting off the steps behind us. Just after 
alighting I heard a volley of rifle shots from the other 
side of the cut and just above the train from a bunch of 
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twelve men standing shoulder to shoulder and shooting 
directly at us . .. McHatton fell. They were still shooting 
at Watson when I ran diagonally back from the train 
down grade, where I fell in some bushes probably a 
hundred feet from the rear of the train. I lay quiet and 
looked around . . . There I lay for half an hour and heard 
the shooting as they were evidently finishing the Ameri
cans ... Later, after going to several ranch houses, I met 
an unknown Mexican who directed me to Chihuahua.16 
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After the massacre it was necessary to bring the bodies to the 
States and to this end a special train was sent into Mexico with 
Mexican soldier guards. 17 The bandits who had perpetrated the 
deed were commanded by Pablo Lopez and (?) Beltran, both of 
whom were Villa colonels. 18 Immediately the American Smelting 
and Refining Company telegraphed its manager at Chihuahua 
to come out of Mexico and to bring various other Americans with 
him. The train bearing these fifty-two people reached El Paso 
safely on January 14.19 

The most dangerous night of the revolution so far as the 
tranquility of El Paso was concerned was the night the train bear
ing the bodies from Santa Ysabel arrived. A great crowd of 
Americans gathered and headed for "South of Town." Tom Lea 
ordered out every policeman and these officers stopped the crowd 
at pistol point on Overland Street. If the mob had not been 
controlled, they would have massacred the Mexicans living in 
Chihuahuita. 20 The United States Consul, T. D. Edwards, station
ed in Juarez, appeared in a hotel lobby in El Paso where a crowd 
hooted and shouted at him: ''Villa's consul, not ours. We have 
eighteen dead boys in town now because of such as you." Joint 
funeral services were held at St. Clement's Episcopal Church for 
Maurice Anderson and E. L. Robinson. El Paso went into mourn
ing. Even as it mourned its dead, Victoriano Huerta lay dying. 
On January .13 , he received the last sacraments and spoke the 
few significant words required of him by the priest. General 
Huerta, well-beloved by many El Pasoans, lay at peace with the 
Mexican flag draped over his couch. The window of his death 
chamber faced south, toward the mountains of his country. He 
was buried in Concordia Cemetery. His wife left for Cuba to 
make her home until she could return to Mexico. 
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In February, Villa committed more atrocities in Chihuahua. 
The bandit seemed to be anxious to draw the United States into 
the revolution by any means. When the smaller killings of Ameri
cans did not succeed, he planned the infamous atrocity, the 
Columbus raid. 

A strange story has since come out about the Columbus raid. 
In January, 1916, A. C. Rowsey, an Associated Press corre
spondent, gave a soiled letter to the managing editor of the 
El Paso Morning Times, James S. Black. The letter was from one 
of Pancho Villa's cast-off mistresses telling that Villa planned to 
raid the Southern Pacific's Golden State Limited. Rowsey sent 
the story out and Villla naturally did not raid the train. Rowsey 
was discharged by the Associated Press. Black took over Rowsey's 
correspondence with the ex-mistress and when he was told of 
the plans for the Columbus raid he sent the news to Washington 
where it was scorned. He then went to General Pershing at 
Bliss who gave the story no credence and did not reinforce the 
Thirteenth Cavalry at Columbus. 21 Finally Black went to Colonel 
Herbet J. Slocum of the Thirteenth but Slocum resented his inter
ference. After doing all in his power to prevent or prepare for 
the raid, Black sent two reporters and a telegraph operator to 
Columbus where they sat in an old box car and waited to flash 
out the news of the raid to the country.22 

On March 5, the news of a Villa raid on Columbus, New Mexi
co broke. Several buildings were burned and several American 
soldiers were killed. Twenty-three Villistas died.23 Before the 
bodies of the American dead could reach El Paso, plans were being 
made for an American punitive expedition. On March 10, General 
John J. Pershing was placed in command of five thousand men to 
enter Mexico and annihilate Villa. The expedition was planned 
to start from Columbus. 24 Sam Dreben promptly volunteered as 
a scout with Pershing and was accepted. 25 

After various hasty preparations, the expedition entered 
Mexico on March 15. Several valuable days had passed since the 
raid and Villa had used them to make his escape. 26 The United 
States employed air scouts to tract down (sic) and locate the 
Villistas but Villa himself had disappeared. 

The entrance of American troops into Mexican territory en
raged the government of Carranza. A meeting was arranged in 
El Paso between General Hugh Scott and General Alvaro Obregon, 
the Mexican minister of war. The purpose of the meeting was to 
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settle the dispute between Mexico and the United States over the 
punitive expedition. Scott had orders not to agree to immediate 
withdrawal. Though the general public did not then [know] how 
serious the situation was, the State Department did. 

The situation appears critical and deadlock certain. 
From reliable source am informed that Obregon made 
the statement to his officers that one mile or five hundred 
is the same thing insofar as affecting the sovereignty of 
the Government of Mexico . . . Border sentiment almost 
unanimous against withdrawal."27 

This was the telegram sent by Special Agent Carothers to the 
State Department. General Scott's message contained the same 
ominous tenor: "Mexican general has been instructed to be fully 
prepared to crush or annihilate the Ameri- . 
can forces in Mexico in case of non-with- The United States 
drawal."28 Negotiations were resumed the 
next day at the Del Norte Hotel but no 
news of the results was given to the 
press. General Scott met General Obregon 
about twelve o'clock, May 2, with J. H. 
McQuatters, an interpreter, and a steno
grapher. An agreement was finally reach
ed but it was not altogether satisfactory 
to either side. The agreement was that the 
Carranza forces would endeavor to show 
their ability to control the situation in 
northern Mexico while American troops re
mained in Mexico temporarily. This was a 
decided compromise for both countries as 
Obregon wanted to be given carte blanche 
in its hunt for Villa. 29 

The United States accepted this agree
ment but President Carranza refused to do 
so. Conferences continued because a break 
in them would prove fatal to the peace 
effort. Obregon promised a strong border 

accepted this agree
ment but President 
Carranza refused to 
do so. Conferences 
continued because 
a break in them 
would prove fatal 
to the peace effort. 
Obregon promised a 
strong border guard 
on condition that 
Pershing's troops 
leave immediately. 
The conference did 
end on May 12 with-

guard on condition that Pershing's troops out agreement. 
leave immediately. The conference did end 
on May 12 without agreement. The situation was critical. Each 
year the United States had found itself more involved in Mexi
can affairs. The question now was whether there would be 
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complete involvement or a gradual receding of interest. There had 
to be a critical point and this was it. The crisis was postponed, 
however, by Carranza's message four days later that he would 
agree to Scott's informal understanding with General Obregon 
which the United States had already recognized. 

Yet the crisis was not over. Pershing's troops advanced 
farther into Mexico and Carranza ordered his generals to pre
vent the advance of American troops. Any incident caused much 
commotion in El Paso. The border town was nearly under arms 
and Juarez thought she was under siege for two hours one hot 
June day. The United States border brigade had battle practice. 
Juarez was terrified, believing an American invasion had come. 
Crowds rushed to the bridges where they thought they'd see the 
entrance of American troops into Juarez. 

Some twenty thousand United States troops lived in mili
tary encampments on the mesa near Fort Bliss. There were fifteen 
thousand national guardsmen and five thousand regulars. At 
such a height of preparedness and intense mobilization, the 
United States began a deadening period of waiting and negotia
tion. Her policy with Mexico had made her seem in the eyes of 
the world a namby-pamby nation, vacillating and weak. Perhaps 
it was this lack of determination that made Germany flaunt 
United States warnings. 

An American-Mexican joint commission met in New London, 
Connecticut, to consider some sort of international or neutral con
stabulary along the border. Its negotiations ended in the signing 
of a protocol which provided for the recall of the American troops 
from Mexico and for the patrol of the border by both American 
and Mexican troops, each on its own side of the line. This joint 
commission meeting ended in the triumph of the Mexicans and 
the unconditional retirement of the Pershing Expedition. 

In January, 1917, the retreat began. The camp at El Valle 
was broken and the troops started their march toward the border. 
National Guard units stationed in El Paso were transferred to 
other points. The withdrawal was to take no more than ten days 
and as Pershing withdrew, Pancho Villa entered the formerly 
occupied districts. The journey out of Mexico wasn't the triumphal 
return of a victorious army or the dejected retreat of the defeated. 
It was a stoical, silent, unenthusiastic march. The Americans and 
many Mexicans who lived in the Colonia Dublan district left in 
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haste as Pershing departed. During Pershing's stay in Mexico he 
had acquired a number of Chinese cooks who were residents of 
Mexico. These cooks enjoyed their new station in life immensely 
and got rich playing fan tan with the troops. The Mexicans already 
hated the Chinese but after their association with the invaders 
the hatred was intemperant [sic]. When at last Pershing reached 
the boundary on his retreat, he paid his Chinese cooks and told 
them goodbye. The next morning all the Chinamen were in 
Columbus saying "hello." This of course was in violation of the 
Oriental Exclusion Act but Pershing could not send them back to 
sure death in Mexico. Instead he placed them in a stockade and 
many months later the Congress passed a special act allowing 
them to remain in this country. In El Paso they were known as 
"Pershing Chinamen."30 

On January 29, the Pershing troops began arriving in El Paso 
from Columbus. They received a great reception but nothing 
like the one which was arranged by the Chamber of Commerce 
for General Pershing himself. The city decorated and dinner 
planned [sic] at which only one hundred and [sic] fifty people 
were present. The price was fifteen dollars a plate. Pershing ar
rived on February 7 and rode through the streets of El Paso where 
he received a great ovation from the crowds. 

On March 12, 1917, General Venustiano Carranza was elected 
president of Mexico. The beginning of comparative peace for Mexi
co was elected with him. The Mexican people were exhausted by 
their civil strife and the threat of American intervention. With a 
United State-recognized and Mexican-elected president, there 
was a chance for peace to come at last. 

• • • 
The revolution, which consumed the thoughts of El Pasoans 

for eight years and filled the city with new and often unsolved 
problems, could not but leave its mark on every phase of city life. 
Economically, there were two related but opposing effects. The 
town profited by the revolution in the early years when many 
wealthy refugees hustled out of Chihuahua to make their tempo
rary home on the American side of the border. Their wealth, 
much of which they brought with them, gradually filled El Paso
an's pockets where it jingled pleasantly and gained much sym
pathy for the spenders. Later, in 1916 and 1917, the many Na
tional Guard units stationed at Fort Bliss, added their monthly 
pay to this refugee money which increased the prosperity of the 
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entire city. But not all the refugees were rich nor did all the rich 
refugees retain their wealth. Gradually the population was in
creased by these elements of the needy Mexicans. 

El Paso was dependent to a considerable extent on the great 
customs smelter. This Guggenheim plant employed many people 
and its welfare had a direct bearing on the welfare of the city. The 
turbulence in northern Mexico caused an ore shortage and the 
smelter had to sputter along as best it could, stopping often and 
throwing men in [sic] unemployment. 

Culturally and socially, El Paso began to grow up and feel im
portant. The town had not received much publicity until this time 
but now numerous reporters were based in the border city. Many 
of them were impressed by the town and the situation and felt 
compelled to write books and articles praising the city. At first, El 
Paso greatly appreciated this publicity and tried to befriend the 
reporters with elaborate banquets and parties. Later when the 
continued revolutions began to cause unfortunate economic dis
turbances, El Paso did not show much appreciation for publicity.31 

The most unfortunate and probably greatest effect of the 
revolution was the rising hatred, distrust and half-submerged 
anger between Mexicans and Anglos. Every American realized 
that any unknown Mexican he saw on the streets might be a Villista 
or directly responsible for the kidnaping or killing of an Ameri
can. It was hard to forget Santa Ysabel and Columbus. El Pasoans 
felt indignant because of the mistreatment of their compatriots 
and the slanders of Mexican newspapers. The Mexicans, too, 
began to distrust the gringos and to fear them. "Might not these 
people at any time invade our Mexico?" they thought. "Have they 
not interfered constantly in our revolution, harbored our enemies, 
put bans on food and ammunition, imprisoned our one-time 
president? Are they not to be feared, these gringos, who seem to 
want to control our country?" The Americans were wrathful. 
The Mexicans were afraid and angry. There was no compromise. 
El Paso was left with this intangible residue of revolution. For 
years now she has strived to overcome it. She is still working 
toward this goal and with increasing success. But the scars of 
the revolution are with her still. 
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Fuancisco Villa -
The Man of TOOa(}' in Mexico: 
The Revolution through 
the eyes of a teen-ager 
By Betty Mary Smith 

When Villa attacked Cuidad Juarez, Betty Mary Smith, then in her teens, 
climbed atop a railroad car at the depot to watch the activities. Suddenly, 
out of the bushes lining the river, came a Mexican man waving a white rag 
on a stick. Within a minute or so he was shot to death. 

In order not to detract from the charm of the opinions, the thoughts, and the 
writings of a teen-ager who was expressing herself on a very adult topic, this 
is being printed just as it was submitted . 

• 

The battle had just ended. Curious and excited I hurried 
among the natives waiting for the wounded and the dead 
to be brought into the town after the battle had been 
fought outside. Some appeared in dozens. Others came 
in small bunches. A mere boy reeled with the limp body 

of his father on his back. Some of the wounded groaned with the 
deadly groan of utmost pain; one man slouched in the saddle of a 
mule and screamed mechanically every time the mule took a step. 
Some women ran here and there ready to help their husbands and 
sweethearts. Small children ran everywhere screaming at the 
top of their voices. In the East across the vast level country a faint 
gray light appeared. Then suddenly upon this scene broke the 
wildest cheering and all the suffering was forgotten. I was amazed 
at the contrast. I ran out in the road from under the trees where 
I had been sitting, to find out the cause of this excitement. About 
a block away I saw a man with dark hair, heavy mustache and 
deep, piercing black eyes sitting on a horse. He wore an old slouch 
hat, a dirty shirt without a collar and a dust and blood stained 
shiny brown suit. Around him there was such a crowd that I could 
not penetrate it. I asked, "quien est?" But no one seemed to have 
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time to tell me. The only thing distinguishable was ''Viva Villa
Viva Villa!" So this was Francisco Villa, the man I had heard so 
much of, the man who had fought for the freedom of the poorer 
Mexican people. As the crowd passes on with their idol, I again 
took my seat in the shade thinking of this man whom they called 
their saviour. Born in the lower part of Mexico about thirty five 
years ago he lived the life the average "peon" boy inherited. His 
father and mother were hard-working Mexicans who could not 
afford to give their boy an education. He was put to work when 
quite young. When a youth his father died and a little later his 
mother, leaving him and his sister. They were happy-as happy 
as Mexicans of that class could be until Villa was outlawed. Out
lawed for having killed a high Mexican official in the Diaz army 
because of an insult to his sister. 

After this for years he lived the life of an outlaw, but not as 
we think of an outlaw. He was a sort of Robin Hood, robbing 
the rich, pillaging other farms which rightfully belonged to the 
"peons" and giving it to the poor people. He would stay with his 
companions in the foothills, dodging the officers of the law and at 
the same time helping all he could. Some may say that this steal
ing was not a commendable trait, but they who say it are those 
who do not understand the character of the Mexican people. This 
giving to the poor has been Villa's chief characteristic and the 
thing which caused him to become the idol of the "peons." Villa lived 
this, you might say bandit life until Madero stirred by the suffer
ings of the lower class Mexicans started the first revolution in the 
fall of 1910. Villa already understanding how the "peons" were 
crushed, was one of the first to take his small band of companions 
and join the Maderistas. Villa fought with Madero a long time and 
when they were sentenced to be shot, he got on his knees before 
Huerta, (who was then an officer in Madero's army) begging for 
his life. It was granted. This was an unusual incident for in so 
short a time after that Villa and Huerta were fighting each other 
violently and Huerta only hoped for one more chance to have Villa 
in his power. 

Villa, after being released, fought on with Madero until 
Madero became president, then when Huerta got so much power 
and turned the Mexican people against Madero, Villa came to the 
front . When Madero was tortured and killed by Huerta we first 
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hear of Villa. Because he was of 
the people themselves Villa at once 
became popular with the poorer 
classes and they joined his 
army by the hundreds. They 
did not feel that they had to 
fight (so many other gen
erals had forced them to), 
butfoughtbecausetheyloved 
him and believed that he 
would help them and be
cause they loved to fight for 
him. An example of how the 
"peons" loved him is shown in 
the instance of taking Juarez 
when Villa captured the town, 
those who had fought with Huerta, 
took off their uniforms and stomp
ed on them, and joined Villa's forces, 
yelling "Viva Villa." In every way 

Betty Mary Smith 
c. 17 years of age 
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Villa has shown that he is not fighting for power and his own 
glory but to run the rich lords out of Mexico and do away with 
that form of slavery which existed there. When Villa captured a 
town of wealth, he always divided with his men and sent money 
and bread to the poor and starving. 

Villa could easily have put himself in the president's chair 
when Huerta was put out, but he said he was not working for his 
own glory, but to secure the freedom and happiness of his people 
and when this was done, he was through fighting. When Carranza 
was put in the president's chair, Villa thought that things were 
about settled until, through jealousy of Villa, Carranza did not 
do as he promised. Villa again started fighting for the peons. 
Villa's regret of his life is that he has no education. Since coming 
into renown, he was heard to say that he would give all of his 
wealth and half of his life for an education. He has only learned 
to read a little in the past two years. He knows that the ignorance 
and superstition of the Mexican people is the cause of the Mexican 
situation today. In many of the towns Villa captured he set up 
schools and instigated sanitary methods of living. Villa is the 
emotional type of Mexican. Having lived a great part of his life, 
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close to nature, he is very demonstrative. An example is: During 
the much talk of U.S. going into Mexico, Villa was at a banquet. 
Upon being asked what he thought if U.S. intervenes into Mexico. 
The reply was this; "This is what would happen to Mexico if the 
U.S. should intervene,'' upon saying this he pulled the whole 
tablecloth off upsetting the food and breaking dishes on the floor. 
Villa has no hard feeling against the United States. He has said 
all the time that intervention by the U.S. would be the. worst 
thing for Mexico and that every Mexican would join together to 
fight the common foe. I sat thinking of this wonderful man and 
as he neared me I heard them singing a song signifying peace for 
Mexico. As they drew near, others came out of the houses yelling 
"Viva Villa! Viva Mexico! Viva Viva!" This time I joined in heartily. 

Submitted by Kurt Goetting who is the son of 
Betty Mary Smith Goetting. 

BETTY MARY SMITH GOETTING was a freshman at El Paso High School 
in 1911. When Villa attacked Cuidad Juarez she climbed on top of a railroad 
car at the depot to watch. A Mexican came out of the bushes on the river wav
ing a white rag on a stick. Within a minute or so he was shot to death . When 
her mother discovered where she had been, she was roundly scolded. In 1912 
or 1913 she wrote this article and gave a speech at El Paso High School. She 
also wrote articles and worked on the school publication "The Tattler" and grad
uated from El Paso High School in 1915. She worked at the El Paso Public 
Library while in high school and was greatly influenced by Maud Sullivan the 
librarian. The original of this article is in her El Paso High School scrap book 
at the Special Collections Department UTEP Library as are her other papers 
and scrap books from the beginning of the Birth Control and Women's health 
movement in El Paso. My mother, Betty Mary Smith Goetting was a very 
intelligent person and interested in many things even as a young woman. 
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NancN M. Hamilton 
Recipient of the 

Eugene 0. Pouteu Awau~ 
Volume ~O, .200~ 

The Eugene 0. Porter Award was established in 1975 
in memory of the first editor of Password. This award is 
made each year to the author of the article deemed to be 
the outstanding article published during that year. 

The award is financed by contributions to the Porter 
Memorial Award Fund, and the selection is made by the 
associate editors of Password: Richard Field, Leigh 
Aldaco, and the Book Review editor, Richard Baquera 
as well as the members of the editorial board of the 
journal; J. Morgan Broaddus, Elizabeth Ferguson, Clinton 
Hartmann, Leon Metz, Mary Ann Plaut, Harvey Plaut, 
Carol Price Miller, and Claudia Rivers . 

As the editor of Password it was my pleasure to have 
presented the Porter Award for volume 50, 2005 of 
Password to a lady whose writing and other works have 
been enjoyed for many years, Nancy Miller Hamilton. 
She is a native El Pasoan who was educated in our 
schools and who has worked in our city for most of her 
professional life. 

She was a newspaper reporter for the El Paso Times 
and was the first to head the media relations department 
for the El Paso Independent School District. She married 
and for some years became a stay-at-home mom for the 
two children of Ralph Hamilton, recently deceased. After 
she was sure that the family was well adjusted and orga
nized, she resumed her professional life. She returned 
to newspaper work with the El Paso Herald Post, then 
went on to the University in the news and information de
partment. She later became associate director of Texas 

continued on next page 
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Western Press where she edited many scholarly books. 
She also became the editor of Password; edited the book 
page for the El Paso Times; edited and wrote for Nova, the 
University's magazine; and for Roundup, the magazine of 
the Western Writers of America. She has edited approxi
mately seventy books and has written Ben Dowell: El 
Paso's First Mayor, and UTEP: A Pictorial History. She 
has contributed chapters to many books and has written 
many articles for various publications. She was the recipi
ent of this same Eugene 0. Porter award for her article on 
Alexander Daguerre which was published in Password in 
2003. 

She has served as officer and board member of many 
professional and historical organizations, among them 
the Pioneers' Club of El Paso, Western Writers of America, 
and the El Paso Corral of the Westerners. 

She has of late contributed her time and talent to 
Heritage House on the University campus, which is a 
repository for memorabilia of the University of Texas at 
El Paso. El Paso is truly fortunate to be able to claim as 
its own-Nancy Miller Hamilton. 



Book Reviews 
Remembering the Hacienda: History and Memory in the 
American Southwest. Vincent Perez. College Station: 
Texas A&M Press, 2006. $24.95. ISBN 1585445460. 

Remembering the Hacienda is an interest
ing and thought-provoking examination of 
the connections between memory and his
tory and the Mexican American experience. 
By concentrating on the hacienda as a 
symbol of the agrarian past, he has found 
that much is revealed about how Mexican 
Americans in the American Southwest 
have romanticized the past and held onto 
it as they faced deracination and other sig
nificant changes in their lives brought 
about by experiences in modern society in 
the United States. As a result, they have 
created a past based on life experiences 
shaped by the search for an idyllic heritage. In the process, they 
have sometimes neglected or overlooked certain experiences, par
ticularly the unpleasant memories, and certain people, creating 
what he calls "orphans," among them women, campesinos, mestizos, 
peons and Indians. 

The author's work is based on the examination of several liter
ary sources, all of which are reminiscences of the idealized past. 
In reviewing the sources, which provide a rich mine of information, 
he draws on the imagery and detail found in Maria Amparo Ruiz 
de Burton's The Squatter and the Don; Maria Guadalupe Vallejo's 
"Historical and Personal Memoirs Relating to Alta California," 
found in Thomas 0. Larkin: A Life of Patriotism and Profit in Old 
California; Jovita Gonzalez and Eve Raleigh's Caballero: A His
torical Novel; The California I Love, by Leo Carrillo; and finally, 
the author focuses on his grandfather's unpublished autobiogra
phy, "Memoirs," by Francisco Robles Perez. Each chapter of Re
membering the Hacienda takes a look at the romanticized manner 
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in which the past has been portrayed in different settings, to in
clude Zacatecas, Mexico, Texas, and California. 

In various ways, the hacienda represented an established 
base for the nineteenth century social structure in these regions. 
With its hierarchical arrangement, it provided a kind of feudal
istic, paternalistic, patriarchal society in the agrarian setting, a 
stable society dominated by an elite yet helping to cast the frontier 
society as a kind of mythical place in a simpler, more noble time 
as portrayed in some of the sources to which the author refers. It 
was a fenced-in community, definitely with a dark side, but with 
the face of gentility and manner in a pre-capitalistic setting. In 
some ways, the hacienda may be compared to the plantation of 
the American South. It certainly has become a place of meaning, 
a site of significance in collective memory. Importantly, it offers 
a model for group affiliation related to geographical place with 
accompanying historical figures in the pre-United States conquest 
and Mexican eras, memories of a more innocent time untarnished 
by industrial capitalism. 

Significantly, regarding his own family, Perez concludes that 
the historic past created by his grandfather developed not only 
a record of the past but a vehicle for dealing with the present as 
family members moved to the United States and encountered new 
environments and challenges to their identity as they were con
fronted by racial discrimination and marginalization. 

As part of this process of analyzing the "memory" of Mexican 
Americans in the Southwest, the author finds that many signifi
cant facts have been omitted in order to glorify the protagonists. 
There are noticeable gaps in the story-missing or marginalized 
participants whom he calls "orphans,'' people who have been omit
ted from the story or whose roles have been diminished: Indians, 
mestizos, women, and peons. He uses his own family as a case in 
point. In fact, it is the occasion of Vincent Perez's reflection on 
events which occurred at the funeral of his aunt where he discovers 
that the memory of family members has been very selective; they 
have chosen to embellish the family heritage dating back to the 
family patriarch who lived in the nineteenth century and worked 
on a hacienda. The author's grandfather did much to shape the 
family recollection of the patriarch, (the author's great-grand
father), by making him a heroic symbol of the family's past. But 
at the aunt's funeral some family members expressed an alter-
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native view of the patriarch based on their recollection of events 
and thus a major clash of interpretations within the family is 
revealed. As a result of this occurrence at the funeral, the author 
is given pause to think about how the family has filtered the 
facts and he begins his re-examination of his family's remem
brance within the broader context of how Mexicans and Mexican 
Americans of the Southwest have chosen to recall their past. 
Thus the book begins. 

Remembering the Hacienda is very stimulating for the reader 
who might not have an extensive background and knowledge 
of Mexican American history as I think it would also be for 
the specialist. The technique of telling his personal story, the 
story of his family, and contrasting it with Mexican American 
"memory" and history is quite effective. The book makes some 
important statements which can be very helpful in the conversa
tion about use of historical sources in general (public and pri
vate) and Mexican American sources in particular. It throws 
light on the richness of available life-experience sources and the 
ever-present need to evaluate them critically. 

The study of Chicano/Chicana history, the author notes, has 
been shaped by traditional historiographical methods and the 
author finds that there are contradictions apparent in the re
search. Reality is more complicated than the notion of a fixed 
paradigm of Chicano/Chicana identity; he draws attention to the 
need to re-discover the sources and be sensitive to voices and 
memories that may have been overlooked. While the cultural 
identity of the hacienda as a place of memory offers much in 
terms of continuity of Mexican American cultural identity, care
ful study of it can also reveal important gaps and conflicting 
interpretations. The idyllic hacienda is not one-dimensional but, 
like his grandfather's memory, subject to selective recall; its his
tory is varied and diverse, just as are the collective efforts to 
examine Mexican American history as they have evolved into the 
modern era, carrying with them the weight of the past. 

NORMAN LOVE 
El Paso Community College 



150 PASSWORD 

Murder on the White Sands: The Disappearance of 
Albert and Henry Fountain. By Corey Recko. Denton, 
TX: University of North Texas Press, 2007. Cloth, 
$24.95. 203 PP.+ Notes+ Sources+ Index. ISBN 978-
1-57441-224-6. 

In early February, 1896, Colonel Albert J. 
Fountain and his eight year old son, Henry, 
disappeared on their way home to Mesilla. 
No one knows what really happened to them 
[though there were some clues] but their 
bodies were never found and no one was 
ever convicted of a crime in the matter. 

What seems on the surface to be a 
murder-mystery [admittedly no crime 
was ever proven but I am convinced that 
is the best way to describe the central 
event of the book]. It is in reality only one 
layer of what develops into an account of cattle rustling, 
personal feuds, politics, and violence. 

At the heart of the matter is a personal and political feud 
between Colonel Fountain and Albert B. Fall-both of whom as
pired to control southern New Mexico politics. In his endeavors 
to control cattle thieves in the territory, Fountain had just per
suaded a Lincoln grand jury to indict three men on charges of 
stealing cattle. It was while he and his son were on their way 
home to Mesilla, that the two disappeared. Most people acquainted 
with the politics and personalities of the feud immediately sus
pected three men-McNew, Gilliland and Lee, part of the Fall 
gang-as responsible for the disappearance. A posse discovered 
tantalizing clues which circumstantial evidence would lead any
one to conclude that a crime had been committed. The problem 
was that Las Cruces law enforcement officers couldn't be relied on 
-they were caught up in the Fountain-Fall feud. 

It was just this type of lawlessness that federal officials in 
Washington were using as an excuse to delay New Mexico's admis
sion to statehood. Consequently, as months passed and no one 
was brought to justice for the Fountain disappearances, the gov
ernor intervened. The famous Sheriff Pat Garrett was brought in 
to solve the mystery; a Pinkerton agent was designated to assist. 
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But even he had to wait until local politics permitted his election 
as sheriff. 

The most interesting part of the book details the trial that 
was eventually held in Hillsboro because of a change of venue. 
Garrett was able to bring the three main suspects to trial in 1899. 
Unfortunately the original transcript of the trial has been lost and 
the author has had to rely on newspaper accounts of the trial, a 
second-hand source at best. This is where I had trouble keeping 
the accused, witnesses, and personages in the trial straight. In his 
attempt to be as detailed as possible the author sometimes lost 
me as I found it difficult to follow the characters. 

But that doesn't really detract from the research which Corey 
Recko has done to reconstruct this mystery. That the three men 
were found not guilty doesn't surprise me given the time that 
had elapsed, the lack of witnesses, and the emotionally-charged 
atmosphere. 

So what does the author believe really happened? Having 
read the book and formed my own opinion, I won't spoil it for 
those who want to read it on their own. I will say that I admire 
the manner in which the author presents the facts, details their 
evolution, and then writes his own hypothesis as to what his 
research uncovered. You will never drive through that southern 
White Sands area again without thinking about Fountain and his 
son, late 19th century southern New Mexico politics, and the crime 
that went unpunished-a really Cold Case indeed. 

RICHARD BAQUERA 
History, El Paso Community College 
Valle Verde 
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John B. Armstrong, Texas Ranger and Pioneer Ranch
man. By Chuck Parsons. College Station, TX: Texas 
A&M University Press, 2007. Cloth, $20.00. 103 PP+ 
Appendices + Notes + Bibliography + Index. ISBN 978-
1-58544-553-0. 

Captain J. A. Brooks: Texas Ranger. By Paul N. Spell
man. Denton, TX: University of North Texas Press, 
2007. Cloth, $24.95. 210 PP.+ Endnotes+ Bibliography 
+ Index. ISBN 978-1-57441-227-7. 

Lone Star Lawmen: The Second Century of the Texas 
Rangers. By Robert M. Utley. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2007. 341 PP. + Notes + Sources + 
Index. Cloth, $35.00. ISBN 978-0-19-515444-3. 

Any person with some interest in the history of the western 
United States should have some knowledge of the organization 
known as the Texas Rangers. Other than the Canadian Mounties, 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, no other law enforcement 
agency is more well-known than the Texas Rangers. Their history 
has recently been the subject of several studies-general histories 
such as Utley's and biographies of particular Rangers such as 
the two in this review and Spellman's previous study of Captain 
John H. Rogers. The Texas Rangers and the Mexican Revolution 
and Revolution in Texas recently focused on a particular period 
of the Ranger story. All of these, for better or worse, base their 
studies on Walter P. Webb's classic work of three-quarters of a 
century ago. 

I don't think I am the only one to wonder why all this interest 
in the Texas Rangers. We all have our opinions and I can't decide 
on one particular reason. It's part of a cycle that occurs in history 
in which contemporary historians go back and take fresh looks at 
important topics-sometimes as new sources are discovered. The 
essential and evolving role that law enforcement plays in today's 
world, I believe, also helps explain this interest. And, of course, the 
border and immigration issues are at the forefront of local, and 
national officials, as well as the public. 

The Ranger careers of both Armstrong and Brooks briefly 
touched El Paso history. Armstrong was the officer who captured 
John Wesley Hardin in August, 1877; Brooks was sent to keep an 
illegal boxing match from occurring in early 1896. 
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John B. Armstrong, a native of Tennes
see, came to central Texas in the early 
1870s-during the contentious Recon
struction Era. He settled in Austin, 
though, "[w]hen and why Armstrong 
chose to settle in Austin is uncertain. "(2) 
Armstrong was a member of an indepen
dent military organization known as the 
"Texas Rifles." I believe that affiliation 
and his marriage into a prominent Austin 
family, helped him become a member of 
the Texas Rangers in 1875. Although he 
was a Ranger for only three years-he retired 
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from the force in 1878-nevertheless, Armstrong was involved in 
all the typical late 19th century frontier law enforcement experi
ences: · feuds, cattle thieves, fence cutting, etc. Armstrong's in
volvement in the arrest of Hardin is described in some detail. It 
reads like a modern-day Law and Order episode. 

James A. Brooks, also not a native 
Texan-he was from Kentucky-came to 
Texas in 1877. Longing for "wide open 
spaces,"(18) he lived with relatives in 
McKinney. After a stint as a cowboy on 
the cattle trails, he moved to San Antonio 
where he was involved in several ven
tures: cattle, mining, and the railroads. 
It seems that he couldn't find his niche. 
Early 1883 found him in the Texas Rang
ers. His dedication to this institution 
never wavered after that. "Before and 
most certainly during his service as a Texas Ranger," 
notes Spellman, "Brooks became renowned for his expert gun 
handling and sharp-shooting prowess."( 4) This was true even 
after he lost three fingers from his left hand in a gun fight. Like 
Armstrong, Brooks participated in the resolution of the same type 
of frontier violence. The prize fight in El Paso in early 1896 is one 
of the more interesting-for us in El Paso-incidents. Governor 
Culberson was determined to enforce the state law against prize 
fighting "to avert an affront to the moral sense and enlightened 
progress of Texas is the undoubted will of the people."(89) There 



154 PASSWORD 

was a serious attempt to stage such a fight in El Paso. Without 
getting into details, let me add that soon every Ranger of the 
Frontier Battalion was in El Paso. You can read for yourself 
what happens in the end-but to me this episode is a more comical 
than a serious one. There is a very interesting photo [page 93] of 
the Rangers-thirty-two of them-detailed to prevent the fight. 

On a more serious note, another of Brooks' experiences was 
very enlightening. At one point, he faced a federal charge of mur
der and manslaughter for a gun fight in Oklahoma in 1886. The 
officers' defense was that they were doing their sworn duties but 
a trial occurred the following year. As Spellman explains, grand 
juries of the time were often intimidated into indicting peace 
officers. Though Brooks was not convicted of murder, he was found 
guilty of manslaughter. Texas political and state officials peti
tioned for a pardon and it was granted by President Cleveland 
in 1887. 

Brooks retired from the force in 1906, twenty-three years 
after joining, and already legendary as one of the "Four Captains" 
whose collective leadership helped bring the Texas Rangers into 
the twentieth century."(4) 

For this reviewer what makes Parsons' and Spellman's 
work even more valuable is that they both explore the lives of 
Armstrong and Brooks once their careers as peace officers ended. 
Armstrong, through his wife's family [the Dursts] , inherited land 
in the Nueces Strip and was involved for the remainder of his 
life in cattle ranching and real estate/land development. He died 
in May, 1913. Brooks had a longer and more public post-Ranger 
career. He became an "unofficial peace officer" in Starr County 
but this resulted in his being drawn into county politics. He was 
elected to the legislature in 1908 with the express purpose of 
creating a new county. Brooks County was created in 1911; the 
veteran ranger was elected its County Judge. He served in that 
capacity until his retirement in 1939. 

Finally, rounding out the biographies, both authors provide 
insightful family details which also add to the value. I would 
recommend both biographies as being much more than a look at 
the law enforcement careers of Armstrong and Brooks-they are 
stories of the lives of men who also happened to be Texas Rangers. 
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Lone Star Lawmen, Robert Utley's sec
ond volume of Texas Ranger history, very 
nearly begins where the careers of Arm
strong and Brooks end. As Utley notes in 
his preface, even though most people asso
ciate the "Texas Rangers with men on 
horseback . .. "(ix) Consequently, for many, 
"[ w ]hen they dismounted, they no longer 
fit the stereotype and presumably lost 
their appeal to readers."(ix) Neverthe
less the author feels that the story of the 
second century of the Rangers is "as com
pelling as the story of the first."(ix) The problem 
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in completing this second volume, warns the author, is that a 
lack of archival material makes research into certain periods very 
difficult. In particular Ranger records for 1920 to 1935, "together 
with Ranger records for 1935 to the early 1970s, have disappear
ed."(xi) Fortunately he has found other sources which somewhat 
make up for the voids. 

Scholar that he is, Utley makes clear that he will not hesitate 
"to criticize where I felt it warranted."(x) But he concludes that, 
except for the decade of the Mexican Revolution, he has found 
little to support the "recurrent stereotype" of the negative view of 
the Texas Rangers in the twentieth century. 

I appreciated Utley's noting that the Rangers were more than 
just men on horseback because I did find it difficult to read about 
the Texas Rangers as they were involved in Texas history in the 
more recent period-I keep wanting to picture horses instead of 
trains and autos. 

I will leave it to the reader to decide whether you agree with 
Utley's overall conclusion about the Rangers. I will recommend 
this book as being like all other ofUtley's works-well-researched, 
well-organized and extremely readable. 

RICHARD BAQUERA 
History, El Paso Community College 
Valle Verde 
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