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The Negro Motorist Green Book  
and El Paso

By Joseph Seagrove

By the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, many states and 
communities across the United States, including El Paso, Texas, adopted 
Jim Crow laws, a variety of interrelated statutes that severely restricted 

the political, social, and economic rights of African Americans.  Jim Crow 
legislation regulated almost every aspect of life for African Americans and would 
remain an unchecked legal standard for decades, especially in the American 
South.  The laws restricted voting rights for African Americans and denied 
them equal access to almost all facilities that were open to the public.  Schools 
and churches were segregated, as were restaurants, hotels, waiting areas, and 
drinking fountains.

As the nation’s middle class began to grow, and automobiles became 
affordable, Americans increasingly traveled by car.  However, this 
created a unique set of problems for African American motorists.  Each 
state, or city, had a distinct set of laws and customs that were not always 
apparent to travelers.  Many businesses clearly indicated, usually with 
signage, who they would and would not serve.  Some cities lacked any 
establishments that would serve African Americans, while others were 
“sundown towns,” communities where black visitors were forced to leave 
by nightfall.  The proliferation of restrictive Jim Crow laws during this 
period made it extremely difficult and at times dangerous for African 
Americans to safely travel through unfamiliar areas.

Victor Green, an African American mail carrier living in Harlem, 
sought to make travel safer and more enjoyable for African Americans 
in New York City.  Using Jewish travel guides as a model, Green began 
creating a list of businesses in the New York metro area that would serve 
African Americans.1  Networking with fellow postmen in the area allowed 
him to compile a substantial directory of establishments in New York 
that did not discriminate against African American patrons.

Green’s travel guide, originally called the Negro Motorist Green Book, 
was first published in 1936.  Initially the first two editions of the Green 
Book exclusively listed businesses from New York City.  However, the 
ensuing nationwide demand convinced Green to greatly expand the scope 
of the Green Book.  Using information sent to him by mail carriers from 
across the country, as well as African American travelers, Green was able 
to increase the number of locations in his travel guide across a greater 
geographical area in the continental United States.

In 1938 and 1939, business listings in the Green Book extended as far 
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Figure 1. Site of the Winston Tourist Home (3205 Alameda Avenue).  Photo courtesy of the 
author.

west as the Mississippi River.  By 1940 there were listings in 44 states, 
including Washington D.C.  In 1949, the Green Book included listings 
in all 48 states, as well as Alaska, Bermuda, Mexico and Canada.  The 
immense popularity of the Green Book allowed Green to retire from the 
Post Office in 1949 and open a reservation service that catered to African 
American travelers.2

The Green Book contained listings, by city and state, for essential 
needs of African American travelers, such as lodgings, restaurants, and 
gas stations.  It also included addresses for other services that they might 
need, including grocery stores, pharmacies, barber shops, auto mechanics, 
and taxi services.  As the Green Book began to increase in circulation, the 
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scope of its content also expanded.  Issues highlighted famous sights in 
major cities, pointed out National Parks, and recommended colleges to 
visit.  Other editions suggested local radio stations and newspapers for 
African Americans as they traveled.

The Green Book was published annually from 1936 to 1966, and at its 
peak had a circulation of over 15,000.3  The listings in the Green Book 
would change from year to year, requiring African American motorists 
to obtain the most up-to-date edition before traveling.  Today, physical 
copies are extremely hard to obtain, mainly because they were not 
meant to be saved and very few libraries collected them.  Digital copies 
of the Green Book are currently available through the New York Public 
Library’s website, which features editions from 1938 – 1941, 1947 – 1958, 
and 1960 – 1964.4  Recently the Smithsonian National Museum of African 
American History and Culture paid over $22,000 for a 1941 edition of the 
Green Book.5

The Green Book featured several sites in El Paso, mainly located in 
the Second Ward section of downtown (today referred to as the Segundo 
Barrio) and in the Five Points area.  In the early twentieth century the 
majority of El Paso’s African American population lived in the Second 
Ward, more due to availability of affordable housing than to the city’s 
segregation policies.  In addition, this neighborhood was home to the 
first African American school, Douglass Grammar and High School (515 
S. Kansas Street), as well as the city’s oldest African American church, 
the Second Baptist Church (401 S. Virginia Street).  In the 1920s many 
African American families migrated east to the Five Points area, an 
economically upscale neighborhood that was home to the second Douglass 
School (101 S. Eucalyptus Street) as well as El Paso’s only segregated 
public housing project, Tays Place (2114 Magoffin).

One of the most prominent Green Book locations listed in El Paso was 
the Hotel Daniel (413 S. Oregon Street).  The hotel was first listed in the 
El Paso City Directory in 1929 and was owned by Dan Daniel, an African 
American businessman.6  He owned several local businesses in El Paso, 
including a café and a tavern at the hotel, as well as a Chinese restaurant 
and a taxicab company.7  In the 1930s, the Hotel Daniel was one of 
the few hotels in El Paso that would rent rooms to the city’s African 
American railroad workers.8  Subsequently, the hotel was labeled as a 
“colored hotel” on the Sanborn maps of El Paso, as well as the El Paso 
City Directory.

The Hotel Daniel has the distinction of being listed in the Green Book 
in every year that it is available, from 1939 – 1964, even as it changed 
ownership in the late 1950s.9  Daniel passed away in 1962 and the hotel 
was demolished in 1972. The same year, the El Paso Herald-Post featured 
a story about Daniel and his hotel.  Referred to as the unofficial “Mayor 
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Figure 2. Site of the Gem Hotel (505 S. Oregon Street).  Photo courtesy of the author.

of the Blacks,” Daniel was described as a generous man that assisted 
many people in the community financially.  The article also noted that 
he was active in local politics and worked closely with Chinese American 
businessman Ben Mar.10

Half a block south of this location was the site of the Gem Hotel (505 S. 
Oregon Street), owned by Lawrence Street.  He and his wife also owned a 
nearby restaurant, the Gem Bar and Café (318 S. Oregon Street).  While 
this hotel was only referenced in the Green Book for one year, 1953, it has 
the distinction of being the only building with a listing in the downtown 
area that is still standing.

African American entrepreneur George Murray, a native Texan, owned 
several businesses in downtown El Paso.  His primary business was the 
Murray Hotel (218 S. Mesa Avenue).  The hotel was first listed in the 
City Directory in 1931 and was included in the Green Book from 1939 to 
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1956.  Murray also ran a barbershop, the Square Deal Barber Shop, and a 
beauty salon, Carolyn’s Beauty Bar, at this location.11  In 1959 the Hotel 
Murray was listed with a new owner and the hotel changed hands several 
times before its final listing in the City Directory in 1966.

Next door to the hotel, Murray opened the Murray Theater (220 S. 
Mesa Avenue) in 1948 to serve the African American community.  The 
theater was only in operation for a short period of time, from February 
1948 to May 1949, but that was long enough to merit a listing in the 
Green Book.12  Shortly after its closing, Murray converted the theater into 
a United Service Organization (USO) center.13

Most theaters in El Paso at the time did not allow African American 
patrons to attend movies or required them to enter via a side entrance 
and sit in certain designated areas, usually the balcony.14  However, 
there were a few exceptions to this practice.  The Colón Theater (507 
S. El Paso Street) and the Alcazar Theater (506 S. El Paso Street), two 
movie theaters that primarily showed Spanish language films, would 
accommodate African American moviegoers without restrictions.15  
Because of the enforcement of Jim Crow laws in most El Paso movie 
theaters, including the historic Plaza Theater, many local African 
Americans simply chose to see films across the border in Juarez, Mexico 
or travel to Las Cruces, New Mexico.16

The Murray Theater was unique because it gave African Americans 
an opportunity to watch a film in El Paso unencumbered by Jim Crow 
laws.  In addition, the theater promised to “present one all colored cast 
picture each Sunday – Monday – Tuesday,” giving African Americans 
the opportunity see a movie in English with a diverse cast.17  The back 
of movie programs from the Murray Theater also listed several area 
businesses, including the Hotel Daniel and the Gem Bar and Café.18

Murray also owned the Handy Dandy Tailor and Taxi Stand (307 S. 
Oregon Street).  While this business was in the City Directory from 1936 
to 1945, it was only listed in the Green Book in 1939 and 1940.  Murray 
was also an active member of the African American business community 
in El Paso and helped sponsor the Negro Business Directory and the 
Negro Business League in El Paso in the 1940s.19

Another prominent listing was the Donnell Drug Store (3201 Manzana 
Avenue) which was listed in the Green Book from 1939 to 1955.  A former 
Douglass School graduate who studied at Northwestern University, Dr. 
M.C. Donnell owned and operated this pharmacy until 1958.20  Similarly, 
the La Luz Motel (8064 Alameda Avenue) was listed in the Green Book 
from 1957 to 1963.  Billed in the 1959 City Directory as a motel “primarily 
for Colored People,” this listing is unusual in several regards.21  The 
original structure is still standing and operating, and it is not located in 
the downtown area or Five Points, signaling a period that saw El Paso’s 
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Figure 3. Site of the La Luz Motel (8064 Alameda Avenue).  Photo courtesy of the author.

The Negro Motorist Green Book

African American community occupying different areas of the city.
In addition to several businesses, the Green Book also listed “tourist 

homes”: private residences that would rent rooms to African American 
travelers.  Often these homes were occupied by widows who would rent 
out spare rooms.  Several of the tourist homes listed in El Paso were 
notable.  Mrs. Georgia Stull listed her home (511 Tornillo Street) every 
year that the Green Book was available, from 1939 to 1964, as did Mrs. 
Charity Williams (1505 Wyoming Avenue).  Anderson Winston listed his 
residence (3205 Alameda Avenue) as a tourist home in the Green Book 
from 1947 to 1960 and operated a small grocery store at this address.22  
This building is no longer occupied, but it is still standing.  He and his 
wife, Gertrude, also owned two separate businesses, the O.K. Café and 
the O.K. Barber Shop, next door to their home (3207 Alameda).  The O.K. 
Cafe was also listed on the back of programs from the Murray Theater in 
April and May of 1949.23

Before the last edition of the Green Book was published in 1966, there 
were several factors that rendered the guide book obsolete.  Most notably 
was the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which effectively banned segregation 
nationwide in all public places. However, there were several other 
significant achievements prior to this landmark legislation in El Paso’s 
civil rights history.

Soldiers at Fort Bliss and the El Paso chapter of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) proved to 
be a catalyst for the integration of public schools in El Paso.  Military 
bases had been desegregated following World War II, but the children of 
African American soldiers at Fort Bliss were required to attend Douglass 
School, located outside of the military base.24  The push for equal 
educational facilities was so great that, following the Supreme Court 
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decision of Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, the El Paso Independent 
School District’s (EPISD) School Board voted to desegregate El Paso 
schools in the spring of 1955, the first district to do so in Texas.25

During this same period Texas Western College, now the University of 
Texas at El Paso, was also segregated.  Thelma White, the valedictorian 
of the 1954 graduating class at Douglass School, attempted to enroll 
at Texas Western after her graduation, but was denied.  Instead, she 
enrolled at New Mexico A&M College, now New Mexico State University, 
in Las Cruces, New Mexico.  With the help of the El Paso NAACP, she 
initiated a lawsuit against Texas Western the following year.  That 
spring, the Board of Regents voted to end segregation at the school and 
admit her in the summer.  In an effort to stave off unwanted attention, 
White chose to remain at New Mexico A&M rather than transfer schools; 
but due to her efforts the previous year, Texas Western admitted twelve 
African American students in the fall of 1955.26

This produced lasting implications in both college enrollment and 
athletic participation at Texas Western.  Eleven years after admitting 
its first African American students, the college made history in 1966 by 
winning the NCAA men’s basketball championship with five African 
American starters, the first school to do so.  The Texas Western Miners 
basketball championship had a reverberating effect across the nation, as 
the number of African American athletes playing collegiate sports began 
to steadily increase.27

While El Paso adhered to Texas’s Jim Crow statutes that enforced 
segregation, the city managed to set itself apart from other major cities 
in Texas. As a multicultural border city, segregation in El Paso was not 
always strictly enforced.  Indeed, a 1962 Newsweek article noted that in 
El Paso, “Negros could attend drive-in movies but not downtown theaters, 
[and] eat at drive-in restaurants, but not hotels.”28  Local businesses did 
not display signs that stated “No Colored Allowed,” nor did they have 
policies forbidding African American customers from trying on clothes 
before making a purchase.29

In the summer of 1962 El Paso’s city council held a public hearing on 
integration that was attended by over 200 people. Due to overwhelming 
support from the public, the El Paso city council unanimously passed 
legislation, and overrode a mayoral veto, that effectively ended 
segregation in public places.30  Two years before the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, El Paso became the first city in Texas to fully integrate its public 
facilities.

Victor Green passed away in 1960 and did not live to see the passage 
of laws during the Civil Rights Movement that legally ended segregation.  
He did, however, look forward to a day when his Green Book was no 
longer necessary:31  
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Figure 4. Movie Program from the Murray Theater, May, 1949.  Courtesy of the University 
of Texas El Paso Library, Special Collections.

The Negro Motorist Green Book

“There will be a day sometime in the near future when this 
guide will not have to be published…

It will be a great day for us to suspend this publication 
for then we can go wherever we please, and without 
embarrassment. But until that time comes we shall continue 
to publish this information for your convenience each year.”

The Jim Crow era, and its remnants, represents a chapter of 
our national history that is slowly fading away.  Candacy Taylor, a 
photographer based in Los Angeles, is working in conjunction with the 
Smithsonian on a project to document the remaining businesses listed 
in the Green Book that are still standing today.  She estimates that less 
than one-third of the buildings are still standing and less than 5% are 
still open for business.32  Her statistics mirror the Green Book listings 
for El Paso.  Over the life of the Green Book, El Paso had fifteen listings: 
nine businesses and six “tourist homes.”  Of the fifteen listings, only four 
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of the original buildings are still standing today.  Of those four, two are 
currently occupied: one business and one home.

The Green Book was not the only guide book for African American 
travelers during the Jim Crow era.  However, it was the travel guide with 
the largest circulation and was published for the longest period of time.  
Today, the Green Book represents an important chapter from the past, 
but it has not been fully documented.  There is far too little historical 
knowledge regarding the Green Book, the businesses that were listed in 
it, and the travelers who depended on it.  There is also too little scholarly 
coverage on African American history in El Paso.  The Green Book is not 
merely a symbol of a chapter of our national and local history.  It is also a 
useful document that can help rescue the Jim Crow-era of El Paso history 
from oblivion.  
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El Paso Women and Equestrian
Sports: 1914 to 1975

By Joseph Longo

The women of El Paso proved they could be just as capable as 
men when competing in equestrian sports. The two best-known 
equestrian groups were the El Paso Horse Association (founded 

in 1913), which organized the earliest horse shows in the city, with 
competitions for men and women; and the El Paso Horse and Driving 
Club (founded in 1944), which organized an annual horse show to benefit 
the Thomason County Hospital and other local charities from 1944 to the 
late 1960s. Women played an especially significant role in the Horse and 
Driving Club, being involved in publicity and promotion and other social 
aspects of the planning for these shows. Two of its most prominent female 
members were Mrs. Joseph Carter, who helped found the club; and Chella 
Maloney, who served for many years as the club’s secretary.

The El Paso Horse Association held its first horse show at Washington 
Park on November 22, 1913. At a pre-show event on Nov 22, 1913, at the 
Hotel Paso Del Norte, women appeared alongside men in their uniforms 

and on their horses. Hildagarde Sauer 
won silver club in Class F of women 
saddle horses, and Clara Hawkins 
came in second place with her horse 
“Pat.” Hawkins also won in the women 
championship class. Mrs. U.S. Stewart 
was the only woman not to ride 
sidesaddle. Josephine Nations Moffitt 
rode “Dagomar,” a horse owned by 
Charles N. Bassett; Helen Win rode her 
own horse, “Tang Girl”; and Edna Colson 
rode her horse “Knox.” 

Mrs. James Moore Thompson (Glenn 
Adams) was a teacher and wife of a U.S. 
Calvary officer; she won the broad jump 
in 1914 at Washington Park. In fact, 
her horse “Jerry” jumped a wall with a 
height of 20 feet, a few inches under the 
world record, defeating all male cavalry 
officers, including her husband, who were 
considered some of the best riders in the 
U.S. Calvary. According to newspaper 

Figure 1. Poster for the Second Annual 
El Paso Horse Show. Courtesy of the 
El Paso County Historical Society.   
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accounts, she was given a 
standing ovation.1

Some early horse riding 
groups for women included a 
woman’s riding class sponsored 
at Fort Bliss, which was for 
wives of U.S. servicemen. 
The Fort Bliss class held 
annual horse shows, which 
were open to the public. 
Riders from the different 
Calvary units competed 
along with their wives. These 
shows were considered big 
social affairs and brought 
large crowds. Women who 
rode and competed in the 
1920 Fort Bliss Horse Show 
included Mrs. Van Dusen, 
Mrs. C.C. Smith, and Mrs. 
W.J. White, who were the top 
place winners in the Ladies 
Open Class. Harriet Horze, 
Mrs. Burtsram Orndorff Gay, 
Frances Smith, and Patty Ainsa were the sponsors of the show. Gay, the 
granddaughter of an El Paso Pioneer, also rode and was considered one of 
the best female equestrians in El Paso.2

In 1936, a native El Pasoan, Carolina Escudero, was named Mexico’s 
Best Horsewoman. She was presented with a fine hunter award in 
appreciation of her horsemanship by Mexican President Lazaro Cardenas. 
Escudero worked for Mexico’s Minister of Communication, where she 
handled the ministry’s correspondence. She also spoke three languages. 
Her job involved a lot of traveling, in very mountainous regions that could 
only be reached by horse or mule.3

Eva Mae Wilkins was elected Ysleta Rodeo Princess, which meant that 
she reigned as princess for the El Paso County Sheriff Posse’s second 
annual rodeo in 1940. Wilkins also won girls championships for the Kid’s 
Rodeo, sponsored by the El Paso Herald-Post in 1937, surpassing scores 
made by the winner of the boy’s championship category. Wilkins also 
competed in the Southwest Livestock Show, entering a sheep in 1936 and 
a calf in 1937. There were no girl champions at the Kid’s Rodeo in 1933 
or 1934, but in 1935 Jean Issacs, a Las Cruses horsewoman, won a grand 
champion in the girl’s division. In 1936, the first girl from El Paso, Virginia 

Figure 2.  Mary Christine Bower and her Favorite 
Mount, Flamingo. Courtesy of the El Paso Herald 
Post (July 21, 1959).
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Grooms, was awarded the title.4

Lorena Bowen was the sister of 
architect E.J. Brandt who worked 
with the renowned architectural 
firm, Trost & Trost. She helped draw 
up designs for her own roadside 
inn, called El Patio, which was also 
a place for horse events. Bowen 
was associated with her husband, 
W.H. Bowen, in his construction 
company. Lorena Bowen and her 
husband owned and ran a horse 
breeding farm and competed in 
various equestrian contests and 
events. Bowen was also one of the 
founders of Ysleta’s Lower Valley 
Woman’s Club. One of Bowen’s 
thoroughbreds, named “Oakville 
Peavine,” won in two categories in 
the Fort Worth Horse Show. 

Another person of importance 
is Mary Chrystyne Hoxie, who 
was born on a farm in Williamson 
County, Texas. Her great uncle, 
John Hoxie, a railroad magnate 
from Chicago, purchased 9,000 
acres of ranch land in Williamson 
and built a house which was called 
“Hoxie House.” He also founded a 
settlement nearby which was named 
Hoxie. Mary’s father Mortimer ran 
the ranch while John moved back 
to Chicago; he imported new breeds 
of horses and experimented with 
irrigation techniques. He served 
as mayor of nearby Taylor, Texas. 
The estate was broken up in 1910 
and the Hoxie community started 
to decline because of drought (and 
the Hoxie House burned down in 
1934). These hardships caused the Hoxie family to leave the area (though 
in Electra, Texas Mary’s mother, Mary Anna Mitchell, made a comeback 
and founded a store there). 

Figure 3. Patricia Kirchner at Poki Roni in 
2002.  Courtesy of the El Paso Times.

Figure 4. Elsie Jean Staudenmayer Run-
ning for El Paso Sheriff in 1950.  Courtesy 
of the UTEP Library Special Collections 
Department.
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Mary Chrystyne came 
to El Paso, probably in 
1914, and decided to 
stay. She lived with her 
sister on North Oregon 
Street. She married James 
Frazer in 1919 who died 
of pneumonia in an Army 
training camp in Kentucky. 
Mary returned to El Paso 
and then married Frank 
Bower who ran a grocery 
store (Bower Road is named 
in his honor) and who also 
served for many years as 
Deputy El Paso County Tax 
Collector. The Bowers had 
two daughters, June and 
Patricia. Patricia and her 
older sister June started 
studying music and riding 
at an early age. Both sisters 
studied music at Texas 
College of Mines and Metallurgy and they performed in various musical 
programs around the city and rode in various horse shows. June won first 
place at the Fort Bliss Horse Show at just age 10. June played the role of 
mascot for the college’s Gold Diggers dance group. She later taught music 
and was the music director for the Ysleta Independent School District.

Mary Chrystyne Bower owned a ranch on North Loop and Yarbrough, 
later known as Poki Roni Ranch. At the onset of the Great Depression 
(1929-1939), she was in danger of losing her ranch, but then she got a 
call from Radford Schools for Girls asking her to teach their students 
how to ride horses. She then established the Bower Riding School. In the 
beginning, the lessons were 25 cents an hour, and most classes lasted for 
two hours. Bower was encouraged to put on horse recitals by National 
Bank President, Chris Fox, at Cinecue Park.5

Over the years the horse riding school expanded and included students 
from all over the country. Mrs. Bower is also remembered for her activism, 
making sure all animals were treated humanely. She served on the board 
of the local Humane Society for many years. Bower also founded a youth 
patrol that went out in the desert and rescued animals. Mrs. Bower made 
an oral history for UTEP and died in 1973. In 1974 a memorial fund was 
set up in her honor. The younger daughter, Patricia Kirchner, continued 

Figure 5. Elsie Jean Staudenmayer in 1968. Courtesy 
of the UTEP Library Special Collections Department.

El Paso Women and Equestrian Sports
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running the riding school 
after her mother’s death in 
1973, leaving her job as music 
teacher at Clint Middle School 
to run the ranch full time. Her 
husband and son helped expand 
Poki Roni. 

Yet another person of 
importance was Elise Jean 
Staudenmayer, who was born 
in Philadelphia in 1909. While 
living on a farm in Leachville, 
Arkansas Jean’s love for 
horses developed, as did her 
skills as a horsewoman. In 
Leachhville, her father Martin 
was a medical doctor who ran a 
private practice. Jean became a 
nursing student but decided it 
was not for her, so she became 
a trick rider, winning many 
competitions with her prize 
horse named Eagle. It was 
while in Brownsville, while 
showing Eagle off at a fair, 
that Walter Adams asked her 
to come to El Paso to train 
horses at the famous Cowboy 
Rodeo Park on Polo Road in 
Ysleta. She stayed in El Paso, 
and in 1939 she worked as a 
sign maker and clerk for Kress 
Department Store.6 Then, in 
1940 she was hired to work for 
S.D. Myres, a famous saddle 
maker. Initially, she was a 
saleswoman but eventually 
trained under Myers, becoming a well-accomplished leather carver and 
saddle maker. Many of the saddles, boots, and other creations she made 
were used as awards in rodeos and other competitions (the El Paso 
Museum of History has one of her saddles on display). Jean also designed a 
medal for El Mada Shrine.

Staudenmayer lived in North Loop Gardens, where she had her 

Figure 6. Winalin Griffin Practicing Jumps for 
the 1948 El Paso Horse Show. Courtesy of the El 
Paso Times (Oct 14, 1945). 

Figure 7. Lucene Lide Billing Preparing to Com-
pete in the 1948 Horse Show. Courtesy of the El 
Paso Times (June 18, 1948).
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workshop. She also ran a 
phonograph record shop near her 
ranch. She named her ranch, located 
at Craddock Avenue off of North 
Loop, “Record Corral.” At that 
location, she had a huge collection 
of hand-carved figures of horses, 
dogs, and other animals, some made 
out of glass, ivory, and wood. Her 
collections became so big that she 
sought to donate them to places 
where they would be on public 
display. Jean also worked at Fort 
Bliss, heading arts and crafts and 
worked as an illustrator, providing 
drawings for books. As part of her 
work, she retouched photos, and she 
was skilled at cabinet making and 
crocheting. Jean was a skilled artist, 
sketching or painting horses or other 
animals.

Jean was married to the highway 
patrolman John Tulk until they 
divorced. As Jean Tulk, she 
unsuccessfully ran for sheriff in 
1950, becoming the first El Paso 
woman to run for the post. Jean was 
also active in the reorganization of 
the Tigua Community Association 
whose purpose was to improve 
the quality of life and bring more 
business to the North Loop area. She 
died in Houston in 1974.

Another important equestrian, 
Winalin Griffin, came to El Paso 
to work on a WPA Recreational 
Project and then to work at a new USO Club in 1947. She later headed 
the Hosiery, Cosmetics, and Lingerie Department at the White House 
Department Store. She participated in the El Paso Riding and Driving 
Club’s first horse show, held in 1944 at the Del Norte Saddlery, with her 
horse “Red” proving itself as a jumper. Griffin recollected that the club 
had just a dozen members in 1944, but by 1953, there were 300 members. 
Griffin did publicity work for the group.7

Figure 8. Elisa Fernandez Receiving Her 
First Place Trophies at the El Paso Riding 
and Driving Club Horse Show. Courtesy of 
the El Paso Times (May 10, 1966).

Figure 9.  Ruth Dent Missik (later Cun-
luffle) with two gaited geldings. Courtesy of 
the El Paso Times (Oct 19, 1956). 
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Another woman horse jumper was 
Lucene Lide Billing. In 1948 she won 
first place in the jumper class at the El 
Paso Horse and Driving Club’s  annual 
horse show. In 1951, she advanced 
to the Texuque Valley Show, where 
she won first place for the Hunter 
and Open jumper class. In 1955, she 
competed against one of her former 
students, Dorothy White. According to 
newspapers accounts both White and 
Billing stole the show. White won first 
prize in jumper, amateur, stock horses, 
and hunter classes, making her the 
first triple winner at the show.8

In 1965, Francia Goodwin Coe took 
top honors in Fine Harness Ladies 
in the amateur class at the El Paso 
Charity Horse Show.  Coe was among 
three generations, along with her dad, 
daughter, and mother, who competed in 
the horse shows. Goodwin won the first 
place in the five-gaited class and first 
in the children’s five-gaited class at a 
horse show in Ruidoso. In her youth, 
Coe was a member of the El Paso 
Junior Driving and Riding Club.9

 Lelani Greenwood, a graduate of El 
Paso High School, was just eighteen 
when she rode in 1965 in the El Paso 
Horse Charity Show, and by that time 
she had already won 70 trophies and 130 ribbons. Greenwood won in the 
Quarter Horse Class at the American Horse shows, amateur shows, junior 
rodeos, and 4-H competitions. Kathy Brennand was another talented 
and accomplished rider; she won honors in AJRA Champion, Cow Girl, 
Champion Barrel racing in the Champion Optional Racer and Reserve 
Champion.10

Another exciting rider was Elisa Fernandez, a reserve rider for the 
Mexican Olympic team in 1964 and 1968, and a native of Ciudad Juárez. 
Fernandez would come to train in El Paso and rode in the El Paso Horse 
Show and other equestrian events. Fernandez was the first woman to win 
a place on Mexico’s International Jumping Team. She started learning 
horsemanship at the age five in El Paso and later graduated from Radford 

Figure 10. Bussie Hollebeke, Miss Rodeo 
Southwest Texas of 1973.  Courtesy 
of UTEP Library Special Collections 
Department.
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School. She entered her first 
El Paso horse show at age 10. 
In 1971, she became the first 
woman to win a gold medal 
at the Pan American Stakes, 
an annual horse racing event 
where riders come from all 
over the Americas. Elisa’s 
Sister’s, Emalia, was also a 
well-accomplished rider and 
she also competed in the El 
Paso Horse Show.11

Ruth Dent married Ermon 
E. Missik in Missouri and 
came to El Paso in the 
late 1940s. Missik and her 
husband built their horse 
stable at 8634 Homsley Trail 
in the Lower Valley, using 
an L-shaped ranch style design that sported Dutch doors at the entrance. 
The Missiks trained horses, raised horses, and entered horses in various 
contests. Ruth later married William Cunluffle and went on to become a 
noted riding instructor. In 1974, one of her students, Camille Whitfield, 
won honors at the World Championship Horse Show held at the Kentucky 
State Fair. Ruth competed in various horse shows and other equestrian 
events around the county. She was not just noted for her horsemanship in 
El Paso, but enjoyed a reputation all over the American Southwest. In 1944 
she moved to El Paso when the El Paso Riding and Driving Club was being 
formed, becoming one of the first members on the board of directors. She 
competed in the first El Paso Horse Show in 1944, winning first place in 
the five-gaited horse category, riding a black mare named “Dixie” belonging 
to Dr. L.M. Smith. In 1953, Ruth won first place in the five-gaited horse, 
and she also won awards in horse shows in Albuquerque, Dallas, Fort 
Worth, Tulsa, Roswell, and Santa Fe. Ruth along with Lorena Bowen was 
the first sponsors of the El Paso Junior Riding and Driving Club. She also 
helped organized the Sunland Paraders, who won the best junior mounted 
group in the Southwestern Championship Rodeo for four years in a row. 
Ruth was the first El Paso woman to have driven a Roadster in El Paso 
horse shows. Roadster is a kind of driving competition for horses: the horse 
and rider appear in equipment similar to that used in harness racing, 
where the rider is in a two-wheeled chair called the “Sulky.” The horse 
pulls the cart.12

Camille Whitfield, a native El Pasoan, began learning horse riding at age 

 Figure 11. Some of the Founders of Temulac Sta-
bles, including Hazel Haynesworth.  Courtesy of the 
El Paso Herald Post (Oct 3, 1959).
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eight under Shirlee Armstarter. Whitfield started training for competitive 
equestrian sports with Bayou Stables in Dallas at the age of fourteen. 
She later joined the internationally known Charles D. Smith Stables in 
Kentucky. She earned various honors and awards in equestrian sports, 
internationally, nationally, and locally. Whitfield was a regular rider at 
the El Paso Horse Charity shows. In December 1980, she became one of six 
American riders to be invited to ride at the Olympia International Jumping 
Show (also called the Queen Horses shows), sponsored by English royalty. 
Whitfield won 24 honors and finished one of the top riders in the world 
nine times. Whitfield also competed in horse shows around the American 
Southwest. She was also the first professional horse rider (and one of the 
only women) to be inducted in the El Paso Athletics Hall of Fame in 1985.13

Margaret Hollebeke was the owner of the Hollebeke Stables on old 
Highway 80, now Alameda Avenue and she ran a horse riding academy. 
Hollebeke’s husband Alton was a deputy sheriff, and her daughter Bussie 
won the Miss Southwest Rodeo contest in 1973. 

In 1962, The Miss El Paso Rodeo contest was established. Pat Zangwell 
won the title, but it was later revoked when it was discovered that she did 
not fulfill the age requirement, so the title went to Nikki Lettunich.  Miss 
Rodeo El Paso served as hostess alongside Miss Rodeo America for the 
Southwest Livestock Shows. They also competed for national and state 
titles.

Another notable horsewoman was Hazel Haynesworth, who along 
with 14 other women, owned a stable called “Temulac” in the Upper 
Valley. Temulac was the name of a famous horse race, “Calumet,” spelled 
backward. The business was organized in 1958. Mrs. Hayneswoth told the 
El Paso Herald Post that they wanted to prove they run stables just as 
effectively as any man. The stable was small, indeed it had only one horse, 
but the 14 co-owners put everything they had in its success. Their horse, 
“Winsham Lad,” proved himself at Ruidoso Downs Horse Tournament. 
Eventually they got a second horse named “Tom Harvey” and in 1959 they 
formed a syndicate with some Ruidoso women to expand their business 
even more. Haynesworth’s husband Robert was president of the El 
Paso Chamber of Commerce. He also served as manager of the Sunland 
Park Racetrack and along with Hazel co-founded the New Mexico Horse 
Breeders Association. 14

Mrs. Hayneswoth served for a time as president of the Jaycee Club, 
where she fought to get transportation for El Paso school students with 
special needs. She also worked to get better building accommodations for 
them, which led to the establishment of the Memorial Park School. She 
served as president of the Panhellenic, Chi Omega Chapter of El Paso. In 
1974 she was chosen to be First Lady of El Paso by the El Paso Chapter 
of Beta Sigma Phi. Haynesworth was a member of the Board of El Paso 
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Radiation Treatment Center 
and Treasurer for the board of 
NURSE INC. She also founded 
the Kermezaar Art Festival and 
served on the board of Memorial 
Home.15

Another prominent 
horsewoman was Sheri 
Amstater. Amstater was a well-
known horse instructor and ran 
stables and a horse riding school 
with her husband on a ranch 
called “El Dorado” in the Upper 
Valley. Amstater was publicity 
chair for the El Paso Horse 
and Driving Club.  A native 
of California, she attended a 
private school in Los Angeles 
that offered horse riding. 
She bought her first horse 
named “Kathie,” an American 
Saddledbred, for $500; she 
was able to get the horse at a 
cheaper rate, because the horse 
was sick, but was later offered $4,500 for the same horse, because the horse 
won the state juvenile five-gaited championships. Armstater studied art in 
Los Angeles. She was a member of the board of the El Paso Public Library 
and worked to get more art displayed from different artists. She also 
studied architecture. 

El Dorado was more than 80 acres in size, with 35 horses of different 
breeds, including American Saddlebreds, Morgans, Arabians, and Quarter 
Horses. In 1975 El Dorado entered 22 show horses in the New Mexico 
State Fair held in Albuquerque and took home 69 ribbons. El Dorado also 
competed at the Phoenix A to Z, the Dallas State Fair, and the Iowa State 
Fair. Armstater was once reprimanded for keeping 13 horses at her home 
across from the El Paso Country Club.16

Amstater was a member of the Shandor Equestrian Team of El 
Paso, founded by Juan Munoz and his wife Dorothy. They created the 
organization with 12 men and women to perform “Quadrille,” and they 
would frequently perform at the Sunland Park Racetrack. The Munoz 
trained under Joaquin Chagoya, a prominent Mexican horseman and 
chief of the Mexican Calvary. Quadrille riders are dressed in a particular 
kind of outfit or uniform, and they perform a choreographed ride, usually 

Figure 12. Shirlee Amstater at her El Dorado 
Farm in 1975. Courtesy of the El Paso Times 
(Nov 16, 1975).
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accompanied with music. It is called an equestrian ballet or drill team.17

By the 1970s, El Paso was increasingly becoming more urban, replacing 
many farms, ranches, and orchards, and the equestrian tradition was 
facing challenges. The El Paso Horse Show, for instance, ended in the late 
1960s. But then Chris Dougherty came to El Paso in the 1970s: she was an 
U.S. Olympic horse rider and wanted to revive the sport and hoped to bring 
something like the El Paso Horse Shows back. She founded the Del Norte 
Equestrian Center on Montoya in the Upper Valley. She held a jumping 
clinic on July 6, 1975, conducted by one of the first women jockeys in the 
United States, Kathy Kushner.18

El Paso’s female equestrians refused to take a back seat to men. They 
were bold and brave and broke new ground for women in a male-dominated 
field.
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The Presidents of the University  
of Texas at El Paso, Part 1

By P. J. Vierra

On a quiet and early summer day in 2018, Diana Natalicio, the president 
of the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP), announced that she would 
step down as president after having held that office for over thirty years. 

The longest-serving public university president in Texas, her announcement 
was one of pragmatic assessment of her time in office. It was also unhurried: she 
declared that she would remain at her post until the University of Texas System 
Board of Regents selected her replacement and that person was ready to assume 
office. Given that her boss, William McRaven, chancellor of the University of 
Texas System, had just stepped down, and with the legislative budgeting process 
already underway for the 2019-20 fiscal year, it is quite possible that Natalicio 
will remain at the helm of UTEP until well past her thirty-first anniversary.

In a nation where the tenure of public research university presidents 
averages eight years (seven in Texas), Natalicio’s time in office is an outlier. 
Far from a caretaker president, Natalicio piloted tremendous changes in 
her three decades, none more so than the institution’s elevation in status. 
In 1987, when Natalicio assumed office as interim president following 
the resignation of Haskell Monroe, who left UTEP to assume the chief 
administrative position at the University of Missouri, Columbia, UTEP 
was a moderately sized regional undergraduate and graduate school.  The 
modern Carnegie Classifications of Institutions of Higher Education would 
have pegged UTEP as a larger master’s college or university, with a single 
doctoral program (geological sciences), which conferred one or two Ph.D. 
degrees each year. Today, under that same classification system, UTEP 
is a nationally recognized doctoral university, engaged in higher research 
activity, and graduating more than 100 doctoral students annually.1 
Its annual research expenditures, which amounted to less than $10 
million in 1988, is now approaching $100 million. Enrollment, then at 
under 15,000, now exceeds 25,000.2 And children from the isolated and 
historically underserved Paso del Norte border region, many the first in 
their families to attend college or from low-income zip codes, now attend 
college at a rate higher than any other region in Texas.3

Thirty years of growth allowed Natalicio to garner many accolades. Her 
retirement will be its own reward in a state not known for letting higher 
education presidents reach their golden years. The same custom applied 
to UTEP over its history. Steve H. Worrell, the first head of UTEP (which 
was then known as the State School of Mines and Metallurgy) was fired 
after six years on the job for acting too independent. Joseph M. Ray, who 
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led the campus through unprecedented growth and an NCAA national 
basketball championship during the 1960s, likewise was nudged out for 
his independence streak. John Barry, the first autonomous president and 
chief administrative office of the institution, made it three years before 
feeling compelled to resign on his own terms in 1934 due to what he 
considered a conspiracy by an improbable alliance of school teachers and 
athletic boosters. 

This four-part series will examine the development of the office of chief 
administrative officer at UTEP, those who have held the job, and the 
constraints they faced. We begin with a brief history of the University of 
Texas (UT) and its early institutional leaders, leading to the individual 
traditionally acknowledged as UTEP’s first institutional leader, Steve 
H. Worrell, UTEP’s dean from 1914 to 1923. Worrell, and subsequent 
deans and presidents, would find their plights exacerbated through a 
form of benign neglect from Austin best described as citadelism, which 
emphasized flagships over regional public universities.

What is an institutional leader?

A traditional examination of the institutional leaders of UTEP and 
the University of Texas is complicated. Simplicity, however, arises from 
understanding legal principles organizing public and private universities 
under law in the United States, which is rooted in the English university 
and legal systems. At the core of this principle is the governing board, 
which every institution must possess. All sanctioned universities and 
colleges under this legal tradition, public or private, require a charter 
from the government. In the United States, this typically comes from 
the state, though several federally chartered institutions do exist within 
the District of Columbia, such as American University and Gallaudet 
University. The military academies do not receive charters per se, 
as they are government agencies. They do, however, have governing 
boards. In the case of private colleges, the governing board applies for 
the charter. For public higher education institutions, the legislature 
creates the university, giving the authority to appoint governing board 
members to the head of the federal or state executive branch, which 
would be the president or governor, respectively. State universities 
under this arrangement are recognized as public agencies free from 
(most) interference, making them a quasi-fourth branch of government. 
Furthermore, governing boards under our inherited Anglo-American legal 
tradition possess the sole authority to confer and revoke degrees. As such, 
the governing board is the university.4 

Barring constitutional or statutory law, nothing prevents a single 
governing board from governing multiple institutions legally placed 
under its control. When that happens, as in the case of the University of 
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Texas in 1881, a system exists, whether intended or not. This occurs as a 
board attempts to manage multiple institutions, or branches, efficiently. 
To achieve this aim, the board may create what is commonly referred 
to as a chancellor-president arrangement (or president-chancellor, 
depending on the state). A chancellor becomes the chief executive officer 
of the system, while the president serves as the chief administrative 
officer of the branch institution.5 

As the University of Texas System has transformed over the years, so 
too has institutional leadership. Complicating this arrangement is that 
the regents did not always see themselves as the governing board of a 
system. When they met for the first time on a cool autumn afternoon 
in Austin in 1881, the governing board of the University of Texas were 
unsure of what they could accomplish given the uncertainty of funding. 
They nonetheless drafted the outline of a two-campus system, which 
included a main branch in Austin and a medical branch in Galveston.6 
As for appointing a chief executive of the nascent branches, the regents 
left this question open. In time, they would settle on the model practiced 
by the University of Virginia, which had no president and instead relied 
on a senior member of the faculty to manage the day-to-day affairs of the 
institution. At UT, this arrangement lasted until 1895, when the regents 
appointed the chair of the faculty, Leslie Waggener, interim president.7 
The following year, George T. Winston, the president of the University of 
North Carolina, traveled to Austin and gave a speech that so impressed 
the regents that they elected him the first formal chief administrative 
officer of the main and medical branches of the University of Texas.8

The University of Texas went through a quick succession of presidents 
over the next ten years, each holding office for approximately three 
years. Winston, unhappy with what he considered was the slow progress 
of reform, left Austin in 1899 to head North Carolina A&M College. 
His successor, William L. Prather, another former chair of the faculty, 
died in office in 1905. The regents next turned to David F. Houston, a 
UT alumnus then serving as president of Texas A&M College. Funding 
difficulties persuaded Houston to accept the presidency of Washington 
University in St. Louis. He would later serve two terms as the Secretary 
of Agriculture under Woodrow Wilson.

In 1908, the regents selected Sidney E. Mezes as the University’s 
fourth president. A Ph.D. graduate of Harvard, Mezes joined the 
University of Texas in 1894 as an adjunct instructor in philosophy. His 
rise was meteoric, and in eight years was serving as dean of the College 
of Literature, Science, and Arts. Two years later, he was president. 
His white whale during his tenure came in the relationship between 
the University of Texas and the A&M College, which fought over their 
share of the meagre proceeds of the Permanent University Fund (PUF).  
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Complicating matters was a state constitution that designated A&M 
a branch of the University of Texas. When Mezes resigned to become 
president of the College of the City of New York in 1914, it was out of 
frustration with his inability to come to an agreement on appropriations 
from the PUF between UT and A&M, which, despite being a branch, had 
its own governing board.9

When the state legislature debated the founding of a school of mines in 
El Paso during the winter and spring of 1913, Mezes and the regents of 
the University of Texas demurred from participating in the deliberations. 
They themselves had no plans for adding a new branch and, given recent 
history, believed the bill would not pass, given three earlier attempts over 
the preceding decade. Their focus was on the passage of a constitutional 
amendment resolving the PUF question. Therefore, they had no opinion 
when the bill dealing with the School of Mines, S.B. 183, left unclear 
who would be its designated chief administrative officer. An early draft 
of the legislation noted that the school would have a dean, as was the 
practice at professional schools of the time; and that position would 
be filled by the governor of the state of Texas, who also would have 
the authority to appoint the faculty. Legislators drafting the bill acted 
quickly to modify this unprecedented arrangement by placing the school 
under the governance of the Board of Regents for the University of Texas. 
Their rationale for this was that they were simply relocating an existing 
department of the state university from Austin to El Paso. After the 
establishment of the school, the regents, unsure of their authority over 
the new branch under law, tried to administer it using a Chinese wall; 
they acted as if they were simply a single board overseeing two separate, 
unrelated institutions. There was no vision of a coordinated system, 
though the constitution gave them that authority. But coordinate they did 
and, within two years, they began to exercise a form of colonial authority 
over the school, harmonizing entrance requirements and facilitating 
transfers from El Paso to Austin and Galveston.10

The first dean of the school appointed by the regents, Steve H. Worrell, 
appears in the original histories of UTEP as a cipher who left for 
unknown reasons. Recent research into Worrell’s tenure, begun during 
UTEP’s centennial celebration, revealed a complicated individual at 
constant loggerheads with Austin. Memos and letters uncovered in the 
Austin archives of the UT presidents paint an unflattering portrait of 
the founding dean, with several official reprimands. Official histories 
of UTEP, including Francis Fugate’s 1964 book, mention none of these 
incidents and simply state that Worrell resigned after returning from a 
leave of absence in 1923.11 A memo uncovered in the archives of the UT 
presidents in 2013 disclosed that the University of Texas fired Worrell as 
dean, a fact hidden for nearly a century. He resigned his faculty position 
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thereafter.
When he received his appointment in April 1914 after several months 

of lobbying for the job, Worrell spent his first year as dean reporting 
directly to the regents, but would also communicate with President 
Mezes, whom Worrell was acquainted with on a first-name basis. Mezes’s 
own contacts with the School of Mines portrayed someone acting more 
as a consultant than chief executive. Worrell, for his part, acknowledged 
Mezes as president, writing in the El Paso Herald on August 29, 1914, 
“[The School of Mines] has the same board of regents and the same 
president as the university, but its faculty is by law separate and distinct, 
just as is the faculty of the medical department at Galveston.” 

When Mezes resigned in 1914, the regents appointed classics professor 
William J. Battle interim president. Battle took exception to Worrell’s 
independent dealings with the regents and his direct lobbying of the state 
legislators during budget hearings. Worrell provoked Battle by writing a 
particularly defiant letter stating that he would be willing to challenge 
the authority of the Board of Regents: “As it is we can of course play the 
role so often taken by the A&M people. We will be a part of the University 
when it suits and not when it is, if ever, to our advantage to do so.”12 
After receiving a copy of the insubordinate letter, Battle recommended 
that the regents turn more of their attention to the School of Mines. “I 
think it would be well for the Board to consider carefully the methods of 
management of the School of Mines,” he informed the regents. “By law, 
the control of the school rests entirely with the Board of Regents; but 
the Board has yet made no provisions for exercising this control.” The 
regents, on April 30, 1915, placed the School of Mines under the executive 
management of the president of the University of Texas and instructed 
Worrell to report to Battle. In addition, they formed a standing committee 
to oversee the school’s affairs.13

Battle’s administration of the School of Mines lasted one year. 
Despite their differences, Worrell invited Battle to address the first 
commencement at the School of Mines, held in May 1916; but Battle 
declined.14 In any case, Battle was under siege himself. After a fallout 
with the new Texas governor, James Ferguson (1915-1917), he resigned 
the presidency and returned to teaching. 

In April 1916, the regents elected Robert J. Vinson, president of the 
Austin Theological Seminary, the fifth president of the University of Texas 
and the second official president of the School of Mines. Originally, Vinson 
planned to assume the residency in the fall. However, events concerning 
the encroachment by the military at the School of Mines in the wake of the 
U.S. Army’s Punitive Expedition into Mexico prompted the new president 
to visit El Paso that summer. As president of the School of Mines, Vinson 
announced that it would be his policy to relocate the beleaguered school as 
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soon as practical. That moment came in October 1916, when fire destroyed 
the main building of the Lanoria mesa campus, prompting UTEP’s 
relocation to its current location at the Paso del Norte.15

Meanwhile, Worrell’s tenure as dean continued to be rocky, as he ran 
afoul of university policy and, from time to time, brushes with state 
law. This was possibly due to the physical distance between El Paso and 
Austin, which created a cordon sanitaire between the UT administration 
and the School of Mines. Worrell admitted students who lacked proper 
credits, waived fees, and mismanaged the school’s accounts. These actions 
earned him more than one written rebuke from President Vincent. As 
the head of the state’s only sanctioned mining school, Worrell found 
himself in demand as an expert on mining claims. A trained chemist 
with bachelor’s degree from the University of Texas, Worrell occasionally 
disappeared from the school for days at a time in order to serve as a 
consultant for investors seeking his professional opinion. In October 1919, 
President Vinson travelled the 600 miles to El Paso to inspect the School 
of Mines, only to find that Worrell had left on an extended, unapproved 
trip to New York with a group of mining financiers. It was only because 
of the testimony of one of the investors, G. A. Martin, the editor of the El 
Paso Herald, who swore that Worrell had not received compensation for 
his participation, that saved the dean from getting fired.16

Vinson tried the best he could to manage Worrell and the School of 
Mines from Austin. In 1920, Vinson succeeded in revising the rules and 
regulations for the Board of Regents. One of the new rules authorized 
two-year appointments for all deans, renewal of which was subject to a 
vote of the regents upon nomination by the president. Two years later, in 
December 1922, Worrell took an unpaid six-month sabbatical to survey 
mining properties in Mexico. In January 1923, Vinson wrote to Worrell 
in Mexico, informing him that he would not be reappointed dean for the 
fall term. “I regret very much to be compelled to take this action,” said 
Vinson, “but serious circumstances which have arisen during the years of 
my connection with the institution make me feel that I can make better 
progress with the institution by having someone other than yourself act 
as Dean.”17 Worrell did not return for the fall semester. He did, however, 
cash in a bevy of profitable mining investments in Mexico and retired to 
Hawaii. As for Vinson, he resigned as president of the University of Texas 
the following month.18

The experiences of Vinson and Mezes highlight the challenges of 
operating a distant branch of the University in Texas. After seven years at 
the head of the University of Texas, Vincent left to serve as the president 
of Case Western Reserve University in Ohio, where he would retire ten 
years later. (Retirement from University of Texas leadership rarely 
seemed like an option, as most resigned or had their tenure terminated.) 
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The Presidents of the University of Texas at El Paso

Like Mezes before him, Vinson would later write on the challenges of 
serving as president of the University of Texas, in which he described 
his tenure as “largely characterized by controversy.” Embodying that 
controversy were two larger than life regents—George W. Brackenridge 
and George W. Littlefield—whom Vinson considered leaders of the first 
class, despite their natural antagonism toward one another. As Vinson 
recalled, “When Mr. Brackenridge spoke of the University of Texas he 
always emphasized the word University. Major Littlefield emphasized the 
word Texas.”19 The irony here is that all three men saw the University 
as a place, a city on a hill, or a citadel, to which the youth of Texas were 
expected to undertake a pilgrimage. This ideological citadelism prevented 
those leading the University of Texas from seeing the institution as a 
presence that reached out to all citizens, wherever they lived in the Lone 
Star State. Citadelism prevented what would become the University 
of Texas at El Paso from reaching its potential as a first-class regional 
research university for almost eighty years.

Steve Worrell can be forgiven many of his sins, as his actions in service 
to the students attempted to transform UTEP in its early days from an 
engineering school to a regional liberal arts college. As he prepared to 
open the School of Mines in September 1914, Worrell recognized that the 
students should study Spanish, to better serve the needs of the region’s 
mining operations—something never taken into consideration when a 
similar school existed in Austin. Worrell wasted no time in elevating 
one of the students in the first cohort, a Mexican national named Raul 
Barberena, to serve as the first Hispanic instructor at a public university 
in Texas. He embraced the idea of opening the school’s courses to 
“irregular” students; that is, students who wanted a college education 
but not major in mining engineering. He also championed one of the first 
junior colleges in Texas, the College of the City of El Paso, which he, with 
the blessing of the University of Texas, allowed to use the facilities of the 
School of Mines and cooperated with in coordinating curricula. Worrell 
recognized that not every child should have to move 600 miles to receive a 
state-supported public education. 

As a dean reporting to the president of the University of Texas, Worrell 
tried to operate the distant and chronically underfunded branch of the 
University of Texas the best he could with the resources he had. Opposing 
him was a governing board and executive leadership that, at best, was 
indifferent to the school’s existence. The citadelism practiced by the 
backers of UT Austin would hinder the regional higher education needs 
of the of state for well over a century. It is a struggle the institutional 
leaders of UTEP would deal with as well, as we will discuss in the next 
series part, when the governing board established the office of president 
for the College of Mines in the 1930s.
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W.A. “Dad” Warnock and El Paso’s  
First Motorized Paddy Wagon

By Lt. Ed Agan 

The paddy wagon, sometimes also called the “Black Maria,” was in essence 
the forerunner of the modern-day panel truck.  It derived the nickname 
“paddy” from the days when police departments in the eastern U.S. began 

using horse-drawn wagons to haul prisoners to jail.  These wagons were driven 
primarily by Irish policemen who, being first or second generation immigrants 
from Ireland, were called “Paddies,” after Saint Patrick, the Patron Saint of 
Ireland.

El Paso policeman W. A. “Dad” Warnock was born in 1850 and was 6 
years old when his family moved from Alabama to Texas in a covered wagon. 
By the time he was 13, his father was off fighting in the Civil War and the 
young Warnock decided to run away from home and try to earn some money 
to send back to his mother. The first job he got was that of a bull-team driver. 
Later he hired out as a “cowhand” on a Texas ranch.

When Warnock turned 20 in 1870, he joined the Texas Rangers’ “Frontier 
Battalion” and fought Comanche Indians in what was then known as Texas’s 
“Northwest Frontier.” After a two-year stint with the Rangers he returned 
to the cattle business, staking two small ranches, but he subsequently lost 
both during periods of drought. For the next 24 years he worked on Mexican 
cattle ranches before landing a job as foreman on the T. 0. Ranch, located 
just across the Rio Grande from Sierra Blanca.  In those days some 40,000 
cattle ran on the T. O. Ranch, which encompassed some 1.2 million acres.  
He subsequently moved to El Paso.    

Warnock acquired his nickname “Dad” the day he joined the El Paso 
Police Force on August 20, 1908. He was 58 years old. “Dad, can you drive 
a team of horses?” asked Police Chief George Campbell. So “Dad” Warnock 
began his police career as the driver of the city’s new horse-drawn Black 
Maria” in 1908 and continued as a paddy wagon driver into the mechanized 
age until his retirement some 23 years later.

In an El Paso Herald Post interview in April 1931, “Dad” related that the 
first 6 years of service, handling the horse-drawn rig, was a difficult job: “The 
wagon was on the go all the time,” he said. “Almost every day [they worked 
12 hour shifts] we answered 40 or more calls. The open saloons provided 
plenty of drunks to be hauled away. Then there were the fights and the 
regular routine arrests.” 

“Dad” Warnock told Stanley Good, and some of the other fellows sitting 
around drinking coffee, that he was having a big problem with the horses 
used to pull the paddy w agon.
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Figure 1. El Paso Police “Paddy” Wagon.  The photo was 
taken on the Northwest corner of Overland and Stanton 
streets, across from the headquarters of the El Paso Police 
Department.  Pictured from left to right are the drivers W.C. 
Woolverton, “Sheeny’’ Smith, and W.A. “Dad” Warnock.  In the 
background are Frank Scotten (jailer), Eli Gonzalez-Corpora-
tion (court clerk).  and Frank Ruiz (jail guard, or “turnkey,” at 
city jail). 

It so happened that the police horses, used to pull the wagon, were retired 
from the Fire Department where they used to pull the fire wagons. When 
the fire bell rang, each fire horse was trained to run to the gate of the horse 
corral and stick his head through his particular horse collar, which hung 
from a rope attached to a board over the gate. At the same time the firemen 
were hooking up the tongue yokes of the wagon to the straps and leather 
towing gear on each horse. When this was completed, the gates were opened 
and the fire wagons rushed away toward the fire. The corral for the fire 
horses and the corral for the police horses were right across the alley from 
each other at that time and when the fire bell rang, “Dad’s” horses would run 
for the fire corral, attached to the patrol wagon or not and “Dad” said, “he 
had a devil of a time calming them down and getting them back away from 
the gate.”

In 1913 Mayor Kelly recommended the purchase of El Paso’s first 
motorized paddy  wagon (which by then were more frequently known as 
“patrol wagons”) at a cost of $2,000. The new wagon was approved by City 
Council and delivered to the police department in March 1914.  “Dad” 
unhooked his two horses, Dan and John, from the old paddy wagon for the 
last time on March 17, 1914, and the next day, he found himself sitting 
behind the wheel of the brand-new, motorized patrol wagon, filled with 
apprehension. He told a fellow officer that he much preferred the smell of 
sweaty horses to the odor of fumes coming from the new-fangled gasoline 
engine.  In truth, the new patrol wagon made the life of a police driver 
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easier, but “Dad” was often heard saying that he missed his horses and their 
dependability.

The new vehicle had only been in service a short while when, according to 
an article in the El Paso Herald-Post, it was called out to pick up its first two 
prisoners. They turned out to be two Mexican women who had been arrested 
for selling uninspected meat. The women were taken before the municipal 
court judge, found guilty, and fined fifty cents each.  

In 1929, “Dad” was in a bad accident.  Three drunks rammed their car into 
his patrol wagon on South Santa Fe Street.  The wagon flipped over, pinning 
“Dad” beneath it.  Fortunately, he only suffered some bad bruises, no broken 
bones.   

On April 15, 1931, at the respectable age of 81, W. A. “Dad” Warnock 
retired as the oldest El Paso policeman in terms of age and service. During 
his 23 years of service he wore out one horse-drawn and four motorized 
wagons.  Illness forced his retirement.

Figure 2. El Paso Police Patrol Wagon in 1922.  
From left to right: W. A. “Dad” Warnock, W. C. 
Woolverton, and Lynn McClintock.  

Figure 3.  El Paso Police Patrol Drivers.  
From left to right: William Stewart, W. C. 
Woolverton, and W. A. “Dad” Warnock.  

El Paso’s First Motorized Paddy Wagon
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GUIDELINES
for Publication in Password

If you are preparing an article for Password,  
please follow the guidelines given below.

 
1.  The article must pertain to El Paso, Texas and its surrounding area.  If it 

pertains to a person, an El Paso connection must be made.

 2.  Historical accuracy is crucial; therefore, great care must be taken in 
preparing the article.

3.  If the article has pictures and/or attachments, make sure that they are 
with the article when they are submitted to the Historical Society.

4.  Double-check all spelling, punctuation, and foreign accents before 
submitting the article.

5.  If the author has someone else proof read the article, have it done before 
it is submitted for publication.

6.  Make sure all citations are correct in both format and accuracy.  The 
governing rules for publication are in the Chicago Style Manual, latest 
edition.

7.  Please clearly state your name, address, and email address when the 
article is submitted.

SUBMISSIONS FOR PASSWORD
If you would like to submit an article for Password

please send it and all necessary photographs
to the following address:

PASSWORD
603 W. Yandell 

El Paso, TX, 79902

or by email to:
info@elpasohistory.com
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