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NAME LAWSON, MAGOFFIN 
TO EL PASO HALL OF FAME 

EPT   11/17/61 
 
Lawrence M. Lawson and the late James 
Wylie Magoffin were named Thursday night 
as the first members of El Paso Historical 
Society’s Hall of Honor. The award is given 
to outstanding El Pasoans, living and dead. 
 
Local dignitaries and Historical Society 
members attended the Hall of Honor ban-
quet in Hotel Paso del Norte and heard 
praises from all sides of the two honorees. 
 
Richard White, vice president of the society, 
presented a short biography of Magoffin, 
telling of Magoffin’s work in the past centu-

ry for the U.S. 
government, in 
both official and 
unofficial capac-
ities. Magoffin 
worked exten-
sively for the 
government 
with Mexico. In 
addition, Ma-
goffin was one 
of the original 
founders of El 
Paso, then called 
Magoffinville.  

    Lawrence Lawson  
Conrey Bryson, local television announcer, 
praised the work of Lawson in this century, 
telling of his work with the government with 
irrigation' and boundary commissions. Law-
son was praised as a man who helped devel-
op El Paso from a town into a city.  
 
Dr. Joseph Leach, in his key-note speech to 
society members, summed up the greatness 
of the honorees t.s he said, "I can think of no 
greater measure of a man’s success or a 
greater indication of his personal worth than 

to be told by an impartial committee after 
they have spent months carefully scrutiniz-
ing his record -that his name has been per-
manently chosen as a yardstick by which to 
measure the accomplishments of other 
lives.” 
 
Dr. Leach, president of El Paso Historical 
Society, presented the awards to Lawson 
and to Mrs. Ellen Magoffin Glasgow, 
granddaughter of James Wylie Magoffin.  

ACCEPTS HALL OF HONOR AWARD—
Mrs. Ellen Magoffin Glasgow accepts the 
Hall at Honor Award for her grandfather, 
James Wylie Magoffin, from Dr. Joseph 
Leach, president of the El Paso Historical 
Society, at the Historical Society’s Hall of 
Honor Banquet Thursday night.  

—(Times Staff Photo  
 
 

* * * 
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PLANS ESSAY CONTEST 
1/24/62 

Plans for a family history essay 'Contest 
were under consideration today by the Paso 
County Historical Society. The society’s 
board of directors, at a meeting yesterday at 
Hotel Paso del Norte, authorized President 
Richard C. White to seek co-operation of 
schools. 
 
Collect Histories  
Mr. White suggested the competition which 
would permit each high school student to be 
a potential historian. He said it would be a 
means of collecting and preserving valuable 
histories of pioneer El Paso families. 
 
President White also was authorized to ask 
the City Council to reserve certain sites for 
the location of historical monuments and 
markers. 
 
He said he personally would like to see a 
large monument, commemorating the histo-
ry of the Pass of the North and the early ex-
plorers and settlers, located on Scenic Point 
just below Scenic drive on Mt. Franklin. A 
large monument to mark the Pass of the 
North itself also was suggested. 
 
Mr.·White and Joseph H. Sharpley will con-
fer with the San Elizario school board on 
plans to preserve the walls of the old San 
Elizario Presidio. 
 
Mr. Sharpley was named chairman of the 
ways and committee to consider various 
money raising projects for the Society. Mrs. 
T.W. Lanier was named membership chair-
man to seek additional members. Those in-
terested may join the society by paying $5 
annual dues to Chris P. Fox, treasurer, at the 
State National .Bank. 
 

Morgan Broaddus of Texas Western College 
will speak on “The Legal Profession in. Ear-
ly El Paso” at· the Society’s quarterly meet-
ing at 7:30 p.m. Thursday at the El Paso 
Public Library. Dr. C.L. Sonnichsen is pro-
gram chairman. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 
HISTORICAL GROUP TO HOLD MIL-

ITARY ·PROGRAM 
Influence of the military on the life of El 
Paso will be subject of the program at the 
Dec. 6 meeting of El Paso Historical Socie-
ty. 
 
The planning group of the Society's military 
committee met last night at the home of 
Mrs. Jane Burges Perrenot at 603 West 
Yandell boulevard to assign various phases 
of the program. 
 
These will include such historical events as 
the Doniphan Expedition, El Paso in the 
Civil War, foundling of Ft. Bliss, and the 
Punitive Expedition. 
 
“The group will meet again 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov: 25, to complete plans.  
 
The Dec. 6 program will be at 7:30 p.m. at 
the El Paso Public Library with Col. John 
Ballantyne, chairman, presiding. 
 
The planning group includes Col. and Mrs. 
Joe Glasgow, Col. and Mrs. Albion Smith, 
Col. and Mrs. H. Crampton Jones, Mrs. 
Robert L. Howze, Mrs. J.S. Williams, Mrs. 
W.D. Howe, Mrs. Marion H. Broaddus, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Neff, Col. and Mrs. M.H. 
Thomlinson, Col. and Mrs. Daniel A. Con-
nor, Gen. and Mrs. E.W. Heathcote, Col. 
and Mrs. Leland Hewitt, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Neff, Maj. and Mrs. R.K. McMasters, Tom 
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Lea Jr., Colonel Ballantyne, and Mrs. Per-
renot.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

BROADDUS DISCUSSES 
PIONEER LAWYERS 

1/26/62 
Early day El Paso, the “Desert Frontier,” 
and the pioneer legal profession here were 
described vividly by J. Morgan Broaddus 
Jr., at a meeting of El Paso Historical Socie-
ty Thursday night. 
 
Broaddus, member of a pioneer El Paso 
family, said the legal profession did two 
things during the “Fabulous 50s,” as he de-
scribed the period between 1850 and 1860. 
Texas 
 
The lawyers of that period in El Paso estab-
lished a judicial foothold in the desert fron-
tier, something that had never existed here 
before. 
 
They also became personally involved in 
land speculation and Broaddus said at one 
time a syndicate of lawyers owned over half 
the land that is now Downtown El Paso. 
 
Broaddus is an instructor at Texas Western 
College and has researched thoroughly the 
subject he talked about Thursday night. He 
has searched through the archives of the 
University of Texas and many other places 
seeking out early day El Paso history. 
 
Richard White, president of El Paso Histori-
cal Society presented Dr. Joseph Leach, 
immediate past president of the society, with 
service award in recognition of his many 
accomplishments while president. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY ELECTS 1ST 

HALL OF HONOR WINNERS 
11/12/61 

An early founder of El Paso who paved the 
way for the bloodless conquest of New 
Mexico during the middle of the last centu-
ry, and an outstanding: engineer-diplomat, 
have been selected to El Paso County His-
torical Society’s first Hall of Honor. 
 
They are James W. Wiley Magoffin who in 
1849 built the first, or possibly the second 
house north of the Rio Grande, and Law-
rence M. Lawson, considered as the father 
of the rich 160,000-acre Rio Grande Irriga-
tion project. 
 
Presentation of the awards to Mr. Lawson 
and living relatives of Magoffin, will be 
made at a banquet Thursday in the Sky 
Room of Hotel Paso del Norte at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Dr. Joseph Leach, association president, and 
Richard C. White, vice president, will pre-
sent the awards. The affair is open to the 
public and reservations can be made with 
Chris Fox at the State National Bank not lat-
er than Tuesday. Fox will be the master of 
ceremonies. 
 
FIRST HONORED 
In announcing the first Hall of Honor win-
ners, Dr. Leach said future candidates will 
consist of outstanding men and women of 
character, vision, courage and creative spirit 
who have lived in what is presently El Paso 
County since 1850. 
 
They also must have consistently done the 
unusual which deserves to be written or rec-
orded; or who have created that which de-
serves to be read, heard or seen, and who 
have made El Paso County better for their 
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having lived in it; and who have influenced 
over a period of years the course of history 
of El Paso County, or by the singular 
achievements have brought honor and 
recognition to El Paso community. 
 
Mr. Lawson first came to El Paso in Febru-
ary. 1913, three years before completion of 
Elephant Butte Dam, as engineer-in-charge 
of the Federal Irrigation Project for the De-
partment of Interior. He conceived, planned 
and directed on behalf of the United States, 
the joint of project with Mexico for the recti-
fication of the Rio Grande below El Paso 
and Juarez, constructed during 1934-38. 
 
The River rectification project followed Mr. 
Lawson’s appointment by the President in 
1927, as commissioner, United States St 
Section, International Boundary Commis-
sion. He planned and directed the canaliza-
tion of the Rio Grande above El Paso to Ca-
ballo Dam to facilitate compliance by the 
United States of delivery of waters to Mexi-
co at the Acequia Madre near the site of 
Harts Mill, pursuant to the 1906 Treaty. To 
assure control of water deliveries, Mr. Law-
son directed the planning, design and con-
struction in 1937 of the American diversion 
dam on the Rio Grande opposite Smelter, 
and the American Canal which extends from 
the dam downstream along and partly under 
the highway, a distance of 2.5 miles to dis-
charge into the Franklin Canal. 
 
Commissioner Lawson also developed joint-
ly with the Mexican commissioner, and di-
rected the planning and construction for the 
U.S. of other projects along the International 
boundary. They include the Lower Rio 
Grande Flood Control Project; the Nogales, 
Arizona and Nogales, Sonora, Flood Control 
Project and Sanitation Project; the Tijuana 
Project; and Douglas, Arizona and Agua 
Prieta, Sonora, Sanitation Projects. 
 

In recognition for his exceptional profes-
sional contributions, Mr. Lawson was 
named in 1943 as Honorary Member of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, an 
honor limited to less than 40 men out of a 
membership of more than 20,000. 
 
Mr. Lawson retired in 1954 after 52 years in 
the service of the government, 40 years of 
which were in El Paso. 
 
He is referred to as “El Paso’s Engineer-
Diplomat” for his distinguished international 
service in negotiating with Mexico, treaties 
and other agreements resulting in construc-
tion of engineering projects along the 
boundary to benefit the welfare and progress 
of the peoples of El Paso and Juarez, and the 
Southwest and U.S. 
 
FIRST U.S. CONSUL  
Magoffin for many years prior to the Mexi-
can War, lived in Chihuahua and was en-
gaged in the caravan trade over the Santa Fe 
Trail. He was also the first U.S. consul in 
Chihuahua, serving without pay. 
 
Known as a man of mind, of will, of gener-
ous temper, patriotic, and who knew every 
man in New Mexico, President Polk sum-
moned him to Washington in 1846, and in-
structed him with a mission to bring about 
the surrender of New Mexico. 
 
After the Rio Grande was designated as the 
boundary between Mexico and the U.S., 
Magoffin built the first or possibly the sec-
ond house north of the river in the area of 
the present city of El Paso. The house be-
came known as Magoffinsville. On March 8, 
1854, Magoffinsville was changed to Ft. 
Bliss and the buildings and grounds, occu-
pied by the military. An historical marker at 
the corner of Magoffin Avenue and Willow 
Street marks the approximate location of the 
first Ft. Bliss (Magoffinsville). 
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Mrs. Josephine Magoffin Glasgow, his 
granddaughter will accept the Hall of Honor 
scroll. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

TRAIN TOUR SET FOR SOCIETY 
A chartered train will take members of the 
El Paso Historical Society on a tour of El 
Paso May 1 as part of the program in which 
the Southern Pacific Lines will present an 
old steam engine to the City. 
 
The engine will be placed as a monument in 
the park in front of Union Depot. Southern 
Pacific Superintendent William R. Adair, 
will present the engine to Paul A. Heisig, 
Historical Society president, who in turn 
will present the engine to Mayor Rogers, 
representing the City. 
 
The ceremony is set for 9 a.m. Historical 
Society members are due to board the train 
at 10 a.m. The train will take them from the 
depot to Ft. Bliss, from Ft. Bliss through the 
industrial area, then to the Alfalfa yards and 
back to the depot. 
 
New railroad equipment will be on display 
at the depot as part of the program.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY GETS 500 
MORE MEMBERS IN DRIVE 

General Meeting Set for Thursday 
The El Paso Historical Society is ending a 
membership drive for charter members this 
week. The drive will end with meeting of 
the general membership Thursday, at 8 p.m. 

at the El Paso Public Library, Paul Heisig, 
president, said. 
 
Mrs. T.W. Lanier, membership chairman, 
said about 500 paid memberships have been 
turned in and more are expected this week. 
The life membership is $100. A couple’s 
yearly membership is $5 and the single 
membership is $3. Memberships may be 
mailed to Chris P. Fox, treasurer, at the State 
National Bank. 
 
The purpose of the Historical Society is to 
study all of the aspects history of El Paso 
and the surrounding territory; to conduct and 
foster research in the history of is area; to 
acquire and preserve documents, papers and 
other objects of historical interest and value 
pertaining to this area;. to make such materi-
al available for the information of the com-
munity; to publish and encourage the publi-
cation of historical writing pertaining to this 
area; to develop public consciousness of our 
rich historical background. 
 
The guest, speaker of the meeting Thursday 
will be Mrs. Tom Charles from Alamogor-
do. She is the author of the book, “Tales of 
Tularosa.” Mrs. G. Ralph Meyer is program 
chairman. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
LIFE LIST NAMED 

More than 150 members of the El Paso His-
torical Society met last night in the El Paso 
Public Library to hear Mrs. Tom Charles of 
Alamogordo, speak on tales of the South-
west.  
 
Paul Heisig Jr., president, presided; and an-
nounced publicly the list of life trustees for 
the organization: Mrs. C.N. Bassett, Mrs. 
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L.C. Brite, Mrs. Josephine C. Fox, Miss 
Anne Bucher, Colbert Coldwell, Otis Coles, 
Enrique Flores, Brig. Gen. W.J. Glasgow. 
Ralph Gonzalez, Page Kemp, Mrs. K.D. 
Lynch, Mrs. Dexter Mapel, Mrs. Ruth R. 
Mott, R.E. McKee, Dr. Felix P. Miller, Mrs. 
W.H. Peterson, Joe C. Peyton, Dorrance D. 
Roderick, Dr. Stephen A. Schuster, Mrs. 
Maurice Schwartz, Judge R.E. Thomason, 
Mrs. W.W. Turney, and Mrs. L.A. Velarde. 
 
The membership now is almost 600 with 48 
life members. The group voted to extend the 
time for the acceptance of charter members 
to January, 1955, with the hopes of reaching 
750. Mrs. T.W. Lanier is membership 
chairman and Chris P. Fox is treasurer. The 
organization is open to all interested per-
sons. 
 
Mrs. W.W. Schuessler, first vice president 
was in charge of the social hour following 
the meeting. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY LISTS 
CONTEST WINNERS 

1/26/62 
Maj. Richard K. McMaster was first prize 
winner in the El Paso County Historical So-
ciety’s contest for the best articles published 
during 1961 in the Password, Society Publi-
cation. President Richard C. White an-
nounced that Major McMasters, retired, won 
a $100 award for his two-part article, “Can-
by’s Captains of the Southwest, 1860-62.” 
 
Second prize of $50 went to Col. Albion 
Smith, retired, for his “Recollections of 
Camp Cotton.” 
 
Third prize went to Mrs. Helen Roberts 
Coggeshall for her “The Happy Invasion of 

1916.” The awards were announced at a 
membership meeting last night at the Public 
Library. 
 
J. Morgan Broaddus, Texas Western College 
instructor, traced the development of the le-
gal profession in pioneer El Paso. Many of 
the colorful “attorneys” of the last century 
practiced without benefit of law degrees, 
getting into the profession by virtue of hav-
ing been elected justice of peace or judge, he 
said. But they established a judicial system 
prior to the Civil War. Dr. C.L. Sonnichsen 
was program chairman. 
 
Dr. Joseph Leach, retiring president, was 
named chairman of the next Hall of Honor 
program. Rex Gerald and Hugh English 
were named to the archives committee. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
TO DISCUSS EDUCATION 

The El Paso Historical Society will meet 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at the Public Library. 
Mrs. T. W. Lanier, program chairman, an-
nounced that Miss Lillian Huggett and Mrs. 
Wanda. Deter will review the early history: f 
education in El Paso. Paul Heisig, Society 
president, will preside. Mrs. W.W. Schuess-
ler, first vice president, will have charge of 
the social hour.  
 
 

* * * 
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RECEIVE HONORS—Lawrence M. Law-
son and the late James Wiley Magoffin were 
named to the Historical Society's first Hall 
of Honor. From left: Mr. Lawson, Mrs. 
Lawson, Mrs. W.J. Glasgow, the former Jo-
sephine Magoffin who is a granddaughter of 
James Wiley Magoffin, and General Glas-
gow. 
 

‘CITIZENS OF VISION’—LAWSON, 
MAGOFFIN 

11/17/61 
The names of Lawrence M. Lawson and 
James Wiley Magoffin were inscribed today 
on the Hall of Honor rolls of the El Paso 
County Historical Society as “citizens of 
vision, courage and creative spirit.” Presen-
tation of scrolls bearing the inscription was 
made at the Society’s first annual Hall of 
Honor banquet last night at Hotel Paso del 
Norte. More than 200 persons attended. 
 
Each scroll also had the words, “May all 
men remember this name—an exemplary 
guide to the future.” 
 
Presented Award  
Dr. Joseph Leach, Society president, pre-
sented the awards to Mr. Lawson and to 
Mrs. W.J. Glasgow of 1120 Magoffin ave-
nue, granddaughter of Mr. Magoffin. 
 
Dr. Leach paid glowing tribute to the pio-
neers “who preceded us as enlightened path-
finders.” The Hall of Honor honorees, he 

said, represent “a yardstick by which to 
measure the accomplishments of other lives. 
 
Attorney Richard C. White, president-elect 
and Hall of Honor chairman, gave a brief 
summary of the life of James Wiley Magof-
fin, an adventurous Santa Fe Trail trader, 
patriot—diplomat, and one of the founders 
of El Paso at the middle of the last century. 
 
Told of Contributions 
Conrey Bryson told of the contributions of 
Mr. Lawson, who as a project engineer pio-
neered in developing the Rio Grande Irriga-
tion Project, served on an early day City 
Water Board, and became a distinguished 
engineer-diplomat as U.S. commissioner, 
International Boundary and Water Commis-
sion: He is now retired. 
 
The handsome framed scrolls were prepared 
by Carl Hertzog under direction of a com-
mittee headed by Mrs. Florence Cathcart 
Melby. 
 
Guests included members of the Lawson and 
Magoffin families, representatives of the, 
Juarez city government, and David Herrera 
Jordan, Mexican member of the Boundary 
and Water Commission. 
 
Chris P. Fox was master of ceremonies, and 
the Rev. B.M.G. Williams gave the invoca-
tion and benediction. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY SIGNS 
42 CHARTER MEMBERS 

Organization of the El Paso Historical So-
ciety got off to a grand start today with the 
signing of 42 charter members. Mrs. W.W. 
Schuessler, director of the Woman’s De-
partment of the Chamber of Commerce, an-
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nounced at a department meeting today that 
an organization meeting to elect society of-
ficers will be held soon. 
 
CC women are backing formation of the so-
ciety, an independent organization. 
 
Honorary life membership No. 1 in the soci-
ety was presented today to Cleofas Calleros, 
El Paso historian, and Mrs. Calleros. Mr. 
Calleros, who .sparked the founding, of the 
historical group, said, “The Woman’s De-
partment can make organization click if an-
ybody can.” 
 
Make Contributions  
He introduced Dr. Angel Alcazar de Velasco 
of Salamanca University in Spain, Who is 
collaborating with Mr. Calleros on historical 
works. 
 
Dr. Alcazar said that a woman, Queen Isa-
bella of Spain, did more for history than an-
yone else, and; that he is .sure the El Paso 
women can make important contributions to 
local history through the new society. 
 
Mr. Calleros told of progress he and Dr. Al-
cazar are making on special editions of a 
book, “Historia del Templo de Nuestra Se-
nora de Guadalupe,” a history of the found-
ing of Juarez. 
 
Parchment and Silk  
“This is the first book ever printed in Amer-
ica on both parchment and silk,” Mr. 
Calleros said. “The Huntington Library in 
California has offered $5000 for a copy. But 
we are making only six all-silk copies. One 
of these will go to Madrid, one to the Gomez 
Library in Juarez, two to Dr. Alcazar, and 
two to me. I am giving one of my copies to 
El Paso, and the other to Rio Florido, Chi-
huahua, my birthplace. One copy on genuine 
parchment will be sent to the Holy Father in 
Rome.” 

 
In addition, Mr. Calleros said, 40 imitation 
parchment copies will be sold all over the 
world. 
 
He and Dr. Alcazar are writing, editing and 
printing the book. Jose Cisneros is supply-
ing, five-color pages. 
 
Mr. Calleros reported he has 60 pages to go 
before completing his book on El Paso his-
tory. 
 
The Civic Improvement Committee of the 
women’s department is urging El Pasoans to 
join the Historical Society. 
 
“Many historical events of this area are due 
to be celebrated within the next few months 
and years,” Mrs. Schuessler and Mrs. C.H. 
Gabriel, temporary chairman, say in a mem-
bership drive letter. “Our area is about the 
only one that does not have an organized 
group for this purpose.” 
 
Dues per person are $3 a year, or $5 a cou-
ple. Mrs. W.W. Turney became the first paid 
up life member when she sent in a check for 
$100. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL GROUP 
TO NOMINATE OFFICERS 

10/25/62 
Nomination of 1963 officers and a showing 
of historical photos are on the program of 
the El Paso County Historical Society’s reg-
ular meeting at 7:30 p.m. tomorrow at the El 
Paso Public Library, President Richard C. 
White will preside. Dr. C.L. Sonnichsen is 
program chairman. 
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Nominations will be presented by the nomi-
nating committee consisting of seven out-
going directors: Allen Sayles, chairman, 
Col. Joseph Glasgow, Mrs. Victor Anderson 
Sr., Mrs. E.F. Flores, William C. Collins, 
Miss Margarita Gomez, and Mrs. H.H. Var-
ner. 
 
Pictures of border events taken or collected 
by Otis Aultman, pioneer photographer, will 
be shown by Ben Turner, Andy Andrews 
and Bob McNellis. All three were friends of 
the late Mr. Aultman. 
 
Mrs. Paul Heisig, chairman, announced that 
the annual Hall of Honor banquet will be 
given the evening of Nov. 28 at Hotel Paso 
del Norte. Two El Paso County personages, 
one living and one dead, will be named to 
the Hall of Honor. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OBTAINS 273 MEMBERS 

Membership in the new El Paso Historical 
Society rose to 273 at the first meeting of 
the group last night.  
 
The Society sponsored by the Women’s De-
partment of the Chamber of Commerce vot-
ed to have four meetings a year—in April, 
July, October, and January. 
 
At the next meeting, in July, officers and 
board members will be elected.  
 
Goal is 750 Members  
The Society decided last night to extend the 
date for charter membership from May 31, 
the deadline previously set, to Oct. 1. The 
goal will be 750 charter members. In Octo-
ber, the State will be asked to approve a 
charter for the society. 

 
Mrs. W.W. Schuessler asked each of the 115 
members who attended the meeting in the 
Victory Room of the Chamber of Commerce 
last night to secure ten members. Mrs. 
Schuessler, chairman-director of the Cham-
ber of Commerce Women’s Department is 
temporary chairman of the society. 
 
Those interested in becoming members may 
contact Mrs. Charles Gabriel, temporary 
membership chairman.  
 
A drive for $100 life memberships is being 
conducted by Mrs. G. Ralph Meyer and Mrs. 
Regina Rabb.  
 
Six members volunteered to work on a re-
search committee which will collect material 
for a quarterly publication on El Paso histo-
ry. The quarterly will come out in April, Ju-
ly, October and January. 
 
Jaycees Help  
Committee members are Joseph Leach, Mrs. 
I.B. Goodman. Mrs. M. Eileene Arledge, 
Mrs. Harry Varner, Don Self and Mrs. Hu-
bert Riley. 
 
El Paso Jaycees will help to sponsor the 
quarterly as they are assisting in sponsorship 
of the society. 
 
Mr. Allen Sayles volunteered for work on 
the by-laws and constitution committee of 
the new organization. 
 
The southwest room of the new El Paso 
Public Library was designated to hold the 
manuscripts of the society.  
 
 

* * * 
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REVIEW BANQUET DETAILS—Mrs. 
Richard C. White, at right, wife of the presi-
dent of the El Paso County Historical Socie-
ty and Mrs. Jess Boykin, center, and Mrs. 
Paul A. Heisig, chairman, review details of 
the Society Hall of Honor Banquet to be 
held at 6 p.m. Wednesday in Hotel Paso del 
Norte. Reservations for the affair, which will 
honor three outstanding El Pasoans, may be 
made with Chris Fox. — (Times Staff Photo)  
 
EP COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

HONOR BANQUET DETAILS 
REVEALED 
EPT 11/25/62 

Mrs. Paul Heisig, dinner chairman, and Mrs. 
Jess Boykin, co-chairman are announcing 
details of the El Paso County Historical So-
ciety Hall of Honor banquet to begin with a 
reception at 6 p.m. Wednesday in Hotel 
Paso del Norte. 
 
Guests will be received from 6 to 7 p.m. 
 
Those who will receive are Col. and Mrs. 
Jess Boykin, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Connors, 
Mrs. Ballard Coldwell, Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Guynes, Mrs. Paul Helsig, Mrs. G. Ralph 
Meyer, Mrs. T.W. Lanier, Mrs. W.W. Haw-
kins, Mr. and Mrs. J. Page Kemp, Mrs. C.D. 
Belding and Mrs. Maurice Schwartz. 

 
Also, Dr. and Mrs. Willard Schuessler, Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Goetting, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Vowell Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
White, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Fox, Mrs. Flor-
ence Cathcart Melby, Col. and Mrs. Cramp-
ton Jones, and Mr. and Mrs. Ernest C. 
Myles. 
 
Dinner will be served at 7 p.rn The banquet 
will honor three persons who have made 
outstanding contributions to El Paso; the 
Rev. B.M.G. Williams, rector emeritus of St. 
Clement’s Episcopal Church; the late Maud 
Sullivan, longtime librarian and the late at-
torney, Richard Burges. 
 
The Rev. Mr. Williams will receive his 
recognition award. Mrs. J. Burgess Perrenot 
will accept on behalf of her father, and a 
plaque will be placed in the Maud Sullivan 
gallery of the El Paso Public Library for 
Mrs. Sullivan. 
 
The public is invited to attend.  
 
Reservations will close Monday. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORIAN TO SPEAK ON 
E.P. PAST, PRESENT 

Guest speaker for the Southwestern lecturer 
on Friday on “The Border Past, Present and 
Future,” is Mrs. Richard C. White, noted 
historian. 
 
The lecture will be held at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
at the YWCA at 315 East Franklin.  
 
INTERESTED people are invited to attend 
both this and the final two programs, to be 
held on consecutive Fridays. Small registra-
tion fee is charged. 
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For her topic Mrs. White has chosen Spanish 
and Mexican Land Grants of El Paso Coun-
ty, including two not previously researched. 
 
THE LECTURE series is being presented 
through the co-operation of the Young 
Women’s Christian Assn. and the El Paso 
Historical Society. 
 
Speakers to appear at the final meetings are 
Joseph Friedkin, who will speak on the 
background of the Chamizal, and Joaquin 
Bustamante, whose subject will be the pre-
sent and future of the Mexican National 
Border Program. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
ELECTS OFFICERS 

Frank Feuille III of 2900 North Florence 
street was named president of the El Paso 
Historical Society last night. 
 
Paul Heisig is the out going president. He 
was made a trustee. 
 
Other officers are: Mrs. W.W. Schuessler, 
first vice president; Mrs. T.W. Lanier, sec-
ond vice president; Cleofas Calleros, third 
vice president; Mrs. Frank Hunter, recording 
secretary; Mrs. Dorr Miller, corresponding 
secretary; Chris Fox, treasurer; Mrs. Charles 
Goetting, curator, and Mrs. Jack Ponder, his-
torian. 
 
Eight members were elected to the board of 
directors. They are: Mrs. Jess Boykin, Miss 
Margarita Gomez, Ervin Schwartz, John 
Stockmeyer, Marshall Hail, Carl Hertzog, 
Mrs. George Brunner, and Jack Vowell Jr. 
 

Other trustees appointed by the society, be-
sides Mr. Heisig, included Paul Harvey and 
Mrs. Ada Lorentzen.  
 
The society voted to build a roof over the 
mule cart display in San Jacinto Plaza.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

 
SOUTHWEST LECTURES—Dr. C.L. Son-
nichsen, center, seated, checks plans for 
March lectures with Mrs. William E. Becker, 
left, of the YWCA and Mrs. Richard C. 
White, one of the speakers. Standing, from 
left Dr. Leonardo Cardenas and Gordon 
Frost, speakers, and Conrey Bryson, presi-
dent of the EI Paso County Historical Socie-
ty which is co-sponsoring the program with 
the YWCA. 
 
YWCA PLANS SERIES OF LECTURES 
ON SOUTHWEST HISTORY, FUTURE 
A series of lectures on the historical back-
ground al\d future of the El Paso Southwest-
ern area has been announced by the Young 
Women’s Christian Assn. and co-sponsor, 
El Paso County Historical Society. 
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Dr. C.L. Sonnichsen, dean of Texas Western 
College Graduate School, is coordinator for 
the lectures, entitled “The Border—Past, 
Present and Future.” 
 
WORKING WITH Dr. Sonnichsen on de-
tails are Mrs. William E. Becker of the 
YWCA board of directors, and Conrey 
Bryson, president of the Historical Society. 
 
The lectures will be held at the YWCA, be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. March 6. Six Friday 
meetings are scheduled. 
 
Interested El Pasoans are invited to attend 
this series which has been planned as a cul-
tural event and as an historical documentary 
on the Southwest.  
 
GUEST SPEAKERS are as follows: Fran-
cis Fugate, specialist on Spanish heritage 
from TWC; Gordon Frost, historian and well 
known arms collector; Dr. Leonardo Car-
denas of TWC and an authority on Mexican 
political and social structures; Mrs. Richard 
C. White whose specialty is early land 
grants; Joseph Friedkin, U.S. commissioner 
on the U.S.-Mexico International Boundary. 
Sixth speaker is to be announced later. 
 
Topics will range from the Spanish heritage 
and its effects to the present and future of 
the border communities. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP TO BE TAKEN 

AT CC WOMEN'S MEET 
Book About El Paso To Be on Display 

Members of the Woman's Department of the 
Chamber of Commerce will have an oppor-
tunity to become Charter members of the El 
Paso Historical Society tomorrow at a meet-

ing of the department at 10 a.m. in the Vic-
tory Room of the Chamber of Commerce.  
 
Mrs. Frank Hunter, chairman of the civic 
improvement committee of the department, 
and Mrs. Andy Fuentes will have member-
ship cards at the meeting. Charter member-
ship will be available to the society, which is 
being sponsored and organized as a separate 
organization through the department.  
 

 
Mrs. Frank Hunter and Mrs. Andy Fuentes 
(Assist in Organizing Historical Society) 

 
Membership invitations are being mailed. 
Anyone interested in becoming a member 
can contact Mrs. Charles Gabriel, member-
ship chairman; Mrs. Hunter, Mrs. Fuentes or 
C.C. Book.  
 
Historical material and Cleofas Calleros’ 
book, “El Paso Then and, Now,” will be on 
display at the meeting tomorrow. Historical 
events of the area are due to be observed 
during the coming months and years. The 
society is being formed to assist in observ-
ing the celebrations.  
 
Department members also assisting in or-
ganizing El Paso Historical Society are 
Mmes. W.W. Schuessler, chairman director 
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of the department; T.W. Lanier, J. Page 
Kemp, J.H. Kitchen, W.J. Hooten and Helen 
Farrington.  
 
The society is the project of the civic im-
provement committee for the year. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

 
NEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY OFFIC-
ERS—Conrey Bryson, second from right, 
was elected president of El Paso County 
Historical Society at a meeting and election 
Thursday night in the Public Library. With 
Bryson are Hugh English, left, first vice 
president, Mrs. C. A. Goetting, curator and 
Mrs. Paul Heisig, corresponding secretary. 
Other officers for the coming year will be 
Mrs. Florence Melby, second vice president; 
Rex Gerald, third vice president; Mrs. Peter 
DeWetter, recording secretary; Chris Fox, 
treasurer and Mrs. W.W. Schuessler, histo-
rian. —(Times Staff Photo)  

EPT   10/26/62 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning to Celebrate 

E.P. HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
NEARS TENTH BIRTHDAY 

By Marshall Hail 
A decade is less than a tick on the clock of 
history but to the El Paso County Historical 
Society it’s an important milestone. 
 
The Society, marking up numerous commu-
nity achievements in its brief existence, is 
planning to celebrate its tenth birthday. 
 
There will be a party, complete with cake 
and candles, at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 
29, in the Maud Sullivan auditorium of the 
El Paso Public Library. Carl Hertzog of 
Texas Western College, design editor and 
printer of the Password, the Society's publi-
cation, will be the speaker. 
 
ORGANIZATION of the Historical Socie-
ty was the project of the civic improvement 
committee of the Woman's Department of 
the Chamber of Commerce. On the commit-
tee then were Mrs. W.W. Schuessler, Mrs. 
C.H. Gabriel, Mrs. Frank Hunter, Mrs. Andy 
Fuentes, Mrs. J.R. Kitchen, and Mrs. T.W. 
Lanier. Mrs. Schuessler was the organiza-
tional president. 
 
At a meeting of the Woman’s Department 
on March 18, 1954, 42 charter members of 
the Society were enrolled. At the Society’s 
first meeting, April 26, 1954, 78 members 
had joined. 
 
PAUL A. HEISIG was elected first presi-
dent in July of that year and served two 
years. 
 
During the late Mr. Heisig’s term the Old 
Mule Car No. I, used on El Paso streets from 
1882 to 1902, was restored and placed in the 
Plaza, along with Mandy the Mule. Mandy 
was donated by Odd Fellows Lodge 284. 
 



01396 EPC Historical Society   - 14 - 

In February of 1956 the Pass word, a quar-
terly, was first issued under the editorship of 
Dr. Eugene O. Porter, who is still editor. 
Frank Feuille III was associate editor. Dr. 
Joseph Leach, who named the publication, 
was assistant editor. Jose Cisneros designed 
the cover.  

 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY LEADERS—All 
living former presidents and the current 
president of the El Paso County Historical 
Society got together for this photo, in prepa-
ration for 10th birthday of Society. Seated, 
from left: Conrey Bryson, president; Mrs. 
Willard W. Schuessler, organizational pres-
ident and now historian; and Mrs. Paul A. 
Heisig, corresponding secretary whose late 
husband was the first elected president. 
Standing, from left: Former presidents Dr. 
Joseph Leach, John B. Neff, Richard C. 
White, Frank Feuille III, and Jack Vowell 
Jr. 
 
MAY OF 1956 marked the 75th anniversary 
of the coming of the first railroad, and the 
Historical Society got the Southern Pacific 
to donate to the City a steam locomotive 
which stands in front of the depot.  
 
Mr. Feuille was second president, serving in 
1957. In that year the Society won the top 
national award given by the American Assn. 
for State and Local History for “becoming 
one of the most dynamic local historical or-
ganizations in the Southwest.” 
 
JACK VOWELL JR. was president of 
1958-59 and is now associate editor of the 

Password. The tercentenary of the founding 
of Paso del Norte (Juarez) was celebrated, as 
were the Butterfield and Overland stage cen-
tennials. The annual prize awards for histor-
ical research and writing were initiated. 
 
In 1960, during the term of President John 
B. Neff, many markers and plaques were 
placed on historical sites. Under the presi-
dency of Dr. Joseph Leach in 1961 many 
acquisitions were received, such as old rain-
spouts from the historic Amador Homn in 
Las Cruces. Plans were made for marking 
the Pass of the North.  
 
IN 1962 President Richard C. White inaugu-
rated the Hall of Honor awards for one liv-
ing and one deceased El Pasoan annually, 
also the research essay contest for seventh 
grade pupils. At his suggestion Commis-
sioners Court designated San Elizario a his-
torical area. 
 
In 1961 the first Hall of Honor banquet hon-
ored Lawrence M. Lawson and James Wiley 
Magoffin. In 1962 the honorees were the 
Rev. B.M.G. Williams, the late Maud Durlin 
Sullivan and the late Richard F. Burges. The 
1963 honorees were Judge R.E. Thomason 
and the late Mrs. Eugenia Schuster. 
 
CONREY BRYSON was elected president 
in 1963 and again in 1964. A current Society 
project is to acquire a headquarters. During 
the tenth year placing of six historical 
plaques, in cooperation with the Texas State 
Historical Survey Committee and the 
Chamber of Commerce, has been accom-
plished. 
 
“For its future success, our organization de-
pends vitally upon the research of scholars 
to publish important facts concerning the 
history of this colorful area.” Mr. Bryson 
said. 
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OTHER PRESENT officers are Dr. Porter, 
first vice president; Mrs. G. Ralph Meyer, 
second vice president; Maj. Richard K. 
McMaster, third vice president; Mrs. Peter 
DeWetter, recording secretary; Mrs. Paul A. 
Heisig, corresponding secretary; Chris P. 
Fox, treasurer; Mrs. Charles A. Goetting, 
curator Mrs. Schuessler, historian. Promi-
nent El Pasoans serve as directors and trus-
tees. 
 
Membership in the Society is open to any-
one interested. Dues, $5 a year, may be sent 
to Treasurer Chris P. Fox at the State Na-
tional Bank. 'The quarterly Password is 
mailed to members. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
HAS MEETING 

Mrs. Tom Charles of Alamogordo is the 
guest speaker for the El Paso Historical So-
ciety meeting at 8 p.m. tonight at the El Paso 
Public Library. Mrs. G. Ralph Meyer, pro-
gram chairman, is to introduce the speaker, 
who is author of the book, “Tales of the Tu-
larosa.” 
 
The welcoming committee is Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Heisig, president; Mrs. T.W. Lanier. 
membership chairman; Mrs. Frank Hunter 
and Mrs. Andy Fuentes. 
 
Following the program, Mrs. Willard W. 
Schuessler, vice president, is in charge of a 
social hour. Serving with Mrs. Schuessler 
are Mrs. Florence Cathcart Melby, Mrs. 
Frank Agnew and Mrs. Calvin Hatchett. 
 
The membership drive for charter member-
ships closes tonight. Everyone interested in 
preserving Southwestern history is invited to 

join. Chris Fox is treasurer and Mrs. Helen 
Farrington is curator. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

 
HEAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY—The 
newly formed El Paso Historical Society has 
elected officers. Seated, left to right: Mrs. 
W.W. Schuessler, first vice president; Paul 
A. Heisig, president; and Mrs. W.T. Lanier, 
second vice president. Standing, left to right:  
Chris P. Fox, treasurer; Mrs. Helen Seymour 
Farrington: curator; Mrs. Frank Hunter, his-
torian, and Cleofas Calleros, third vice pres-
ident. Not shown in photo: Mrs. Charles 
Gabriel, recording secretary, and Mrs. J.R. 
Payne, corresponding secretary. 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY NAMES 
OFFICERS, DIRECTORS 

New directors of the El Paso Historical So-
ciety were announced today. They are: Ste-
phen Aguirre, Mrs. George Brunner, Mrs. 
John Ballantyne, Dr. Paul Gallagher, Leon-
ard Goodman Sr., ,Joe Goodell, Miss Mar-
guerlta Gomez, Carl Hertzog, Fred Hervey, 
W.J. Hooten, Ralph Meyer, Mrs. Hugo 
Meyer, Mrs. J.W. Lorentzen, Maj. Gen. G. 
Ralph Meyer, Mrs. Hugo Meyer, Mrs. C.M. 
Newman, Tom Patterson, Mrs. Jack Ponder, 
Juan Stockmeyer, Dr. C.L. Sonnichsen, Col. 
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M.H. Thomlinson, Karl Wyler Jr. and Mrs. 
Louis Zork. 
 
Officers elected: Paul Heisig, president; 
Mrs. W.W. Schuessler, first vice president; 
Mrs. T.W. Lanier, second vice president; 
Cleofas Calleros, third vice president; Mrs. 
Charles Gabriel, recording secretary; Mrs. 
J.R. Payne, corresponding secretary; Mrs. 
Helen Farrington, curator, and Mrs. Frank 
Hunter, historian. 
 
The next meeting of the society will be held 
in October. Four regular meetings will be 
held each year during the months of Octo-
ber, January, April and July. 
 
Allen Sayles, chairman of the constitution 
and by-laws committee presented the consti-
tution and by-laws which were approved by 
the membership. Serving with Mrs. Sayles 
were Mrs. R.E. Sherman, Frank Hunter, 
Clinton Hartmann, Mrs. Lanier, Dr. Eugene 
Porter and Mrs. Schuessler. 
 
The charter membership is open until Octo-
ber. Dues may be sent to Chris P. Fox, 
treasurer, State National Bank. Dues are $3 
for an individual, $5 a couple and $100 life. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

 
WRITE CONSTITUTION—A committee 
has completed work on a constitution and 
by-laws for the new El Paso Historical Soci-
ety. They will be submitted at a meeting at 8 

p.m. July 26 at the Chamber of Commerce. 
Left to right Mrs. R.E. Sherman, Allen 
Sayles, Mrs. W.W. Schuessler, and Frank 
Hunter. Mrs. Schuessler is temporary chair-
man of the society, which will elect officers 
at the meeting. Committee members not 
shown in picture are Mrs. T.W. Lanier and 
Clinton Hartmann. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
GIVEN GUN THAT KILLED 

JOHN WESLEY HARDIN 
By Charles Horky 

EPHP   1/18/66 
The gun that killed John Wesley Hardin in 
an El Paso saloon over 70 years ago has re-
turned to town, entrusted to the El Paso 
County Historical Society.  
 

 
SELMAN PISTOL—Col. H. Crampton 
Jones, right, accepts the pistol that killed 
John Wesley Hardin for the El Paso County 
Historical Society from Chris P. Fox, left. 
Col. Jones, president of the society, turned 
the pistol over to Mrs. Charles A. Goetting, 
curator.  
 
Capt. N. Stanley Good Jr., a former El Paso 
police officer now living in Alamogordo, 
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sent the model 1872 Colt six-shooter to 
Chris P. Fox, who presented it to the society 
at its board of directors meeting today. 
 
Hardin, whose career included 26 killings, 
was one of the most feared gunfighters of 
his time. His career ended Aug. 19, 1895, 
when constable John Selman shot him in the 
back of the head while he rolled dice in the 
Acme saloon near the corner of Mesa and 
San Antonio.  
 
CONSTABLE SELMAN was tried for 
murder after a hearing at which a spectator 
reportedly: said, “If Hardin was shot in the 
eye, I’d say it was excellent marksmanship. 
If he was shot in the back of the head, I’d 
say it was excellent judgment.” 
 
Out on bail, Selman was killed in a gunfight 
several months after the Hardin shooting. 
The pistol that put Hardin out of business 
was given to Capt. Good by his uncle, Jay 
Good, in the spring of 1903, according to an 
affidavit by Capt. Good. 
 
Jay Good was an attorney who had handled 
some legal matters for John Selman and 
John Selman Jr., known as “young John 
Selman.” According to Capt. Good's affida-
vit, young John seldom had a steady job, and 
“pawned his father's gun on occasion.” 
 
IT WAS TAKEN out of hock by Jay Good 
about the time young John “left town rather 
suddenly,” according to the affidavit. 
 
After receiving the gun from his uncle, Capt. 
Good intended to give it to an El Paso mu-
seum, but waited until there was an institu-
tion here which he considered capable of 
preserving it properly. 
 
He recently wrote to Mr. Fox, whom he had 
known when he was a police captain here 
and Mr. Fox was Sheriff, and asked advice. 

Mr. Fox recommended the El Paso County 
Historical Society, a recommendation that 
led to today’s presentation. 
 
Capt. Good sent the pistol and a 1939 affi-
davit by Juan C. Franco, who had been a· 
deputy constable under John Selman, and 
certified that the pistol was the one which 
killed Hardin. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
PRESERVES LINKS WITH PAST 

World of Women 
EPT   5/9/71 

 

 
PRESERVE HERITAGE—Officers of El 
Paso County Historical Society, Leon Metz, 
president at left; Mrs. H. Crampton Jones, 
survey chairman; Mrs. Gordon Frost, treas-
urer; Mrs. Willard Schuessler, historian, 
and Chris Fox, director, pose before the 
permanent “home” of Mandy the Mule and 
the old mule-drawn car, located in Cleve-
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land Square. The Society was instrumental 
in placing the unique car and mule in its 
former home, San Jacinto Plaza.  

—(Photos by Hector Duenez 
 
One, of the most interesting and according 
to its president, “prestigious organizations in 
town” is El Paso County Historical Society, 
which ends a membership drive May 17. 
 
A quarterly meeting of the group will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. Thursday in Radford 
School for Girls. The public is invited to at-
tend the meeting at no charge, and parking 
will be available.  
 
Members of the Juarez Historical Society 
will be special guests, and an exhibit of 
sketches by Jose Cisneros will be displayed.  
 
Certificates will be presented to three sev-
enth-grade students who have written the 
most interesting and informative essays on 
the history of early El Paso.  
 
Dr. W.H. Timmons, professor of history at 
the University of Texas at El Paso, will 
speak. An author and Mexican scholar, he 
will discuss “Our Southwest Heritage: the 
Untold Story.” 
  
Leon Metz, archivist at U.T. El Paso, is so-
ciety president. In his words, “a great major-
ity of its members are not historical experts, 
but come with a variety of interests. What 
they share in common is a mutual desire to 
preserve our Southwest historical heritage. 
They seek to insure that our landmarks will 
not be torn down and converted into asphalt-
covered parking lots; that our history will be 
written and preserved; and that El Paso will 
make a more full utilization of its unique 
cultural and ethnic background. 
 
An historical survey of El Paso is almost 
complete. Everything from the mountains to 

the Rio Grande, from the old business hous-
es to the cemeteries, has been researched. 
Hopefully, a book describing these locations 
will be published before Christmas.” 
 
Begun 16 years ago with 42 charter mem-
bers, the society hopes to have 800 individu-
als and groups as members by the end of the 
current membership drive.  
 
Interested persons are invited to join. Appli-
cations must be received by May 17 in the 
El Paso County Historical Society office, 
Box 117, El Paso, Tex., 79941. Information 
on dues may be obtained from Mr. Metz or 
other club members. 
 
In addition to holding four quarterly meet-
ings, the Society issues “Password,” an 
award-winning publication of articles per-
taining to the history of El Paso and the 
Southwest, not available except to society 
members. 
 
Hall of Honor banquet held annually in the 
fall honors El Pasoans who have made ma-
jor contributions to the area during their life-
times. According to custom, one living and 
one deceased recipient are chosen each year 
for the coveted honor. Selection of the hon-
orees is by a committee of society members. 
 
These awards were initiated in 1961 during 
the tenure of Rep. Richard White as presi-
dent of the society.  
 
Concerted efforts are continuing for the 
preservation of such historic landmarks as 
Hart's Mill and Old Ft. Bliss on Doniphan 
Drive. 
 
Plans are going forward for the establish-
ment of an Historic Pass of the North Center 
in an appropriate location, where ideally, an 
historical center, archeological museum, 
natural history museum and the like would 
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be located. In such a complex, mementoes 
and relics of the past could be housed where 
the public would have access to the articles 
and be able to have a good picture of things 
as they once were. 
 
A film on El Paso's unique and colorful past 
is another project of the group and it is ex-
pected to be completed within the year.  
 
According to Mr. Metz, “Too many Ameri-
cans believe that our history ends at the Rio 
Grande. Actually there is no dividing line. 
This whole area is the most fascinating, his-
tory-packed, tragedy-ridden place on the 
continent.  
 

 
OLD FT. BLISS—Members of El Paso 
County Historical Society, Stephen Kent, 
former president; Mrs. William Burgett, re-
cording secretary; Mrs. Enrique Flores, di-
rector and Dr. Russell Van Norman, vice 
president, are shown near one of the re-
maining buildings at old Ft. Bliss. Preserva-
tion of such sites is a project of the group. 

“Nearly four centuries ago the Spaniards and 
the Indians were locked in a titanic struggle 
for empire on the very ground that our hous-
es stand on today. Padres were saving souls 
on both sides of the river, and civilization 
here was an established, though precarious 
fact, while the English Pilgrims were hud-
dled around a rain-swept, disease-riddled 
swamp now know as Plymouth Rock.” 
 
History buffs, parents concerned about pre-
serving the links with the past, old-timers 
and newcomers to the area interested in the 
aims and objectives of the society are invit-
ed to join. 
 
 

 
PASSWORD—An award-winning, prestig-
ious quarterly, “Password” is issued by El 
Paso County Historical Society to members. 
Shown with copies of the latest issue are 
from left, Dr. Eugene Porter, editor; Mrs. 
Paul Reisig, corresponding secretary; Dr. 
James Day, member of the board of direc-
tors, ·and S. H. “Bud” Newman, also a 
member of the board of directors. Password 
issues are rapidly becoming collectors' 
items because of the hitherto unpublished 
material they contain, the· typography and 
makeup. Dr. Porter is a distinguished histo-
rian formerly with the University of Texas at 
El Paso. 
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HALL OF HONOR—Recognition of out-
standing El Pasoans in the annual Hall of 
Honor of El Paso County Historical Society 
is a coveted honor. Shown with certificates 
designating this signal honor are from left, 
Barry Coleman, past president; Mrs. Charles 
Goetting, curator; Fred Bailey, past presi-
dent and- Mrs. I. B. Goodman. All are direc-
tors of the group. One living and one de-
ceased El Pasoan are honored at the ban-
quet in November and recipients are chosen 
by a committee composed of society mem-
bers.   EPT   5/9/71 
 
Society officers include James Crook, Dr. 
James Morgan, Dr. Russell Van Norman, 
vice presidents; Mrs. William.Burgett and 
Mrs. Paul Hesig, secretaries; Mrs. Gordon 
Frost, treasurer; Mrs. Charles Goetting, cu-
rator; Mrs. Willard Schuessler, historian; 
Stephen Kent, immediate past president; Dr. 
Eugene Porter, editor of “Password" and 
Mrs. H. Crampton Jones, chairman of the 
historical survey. 
 
Directors whose term will expire at the end 
of 1971 are M.L. Burleson, Mrs. Enrique 
Flores, Stacey Hinkle, Mrs. Jane Perrenot, 
Mrs. J.R. Pierce, Arnold Peinado and Ber-
tram C. Wright. 

 
Directors whose terms expire in 1972 are 
Mrs. Wallace H, Brucker, Barry Coleman, 
Mrs. I.B. Goodman, Leonard Goodman, 
Charles Hancock, Martin Merrill and Miss 
Marjorie Graham. 
 
Directors whose terms expire: In 1973 are 
Chris Fox, Gen. (U.S.A.F., ret.) Howard 
Craig, Fred Bailey, Harrison Hughey, Dr. 
Joseph Leach, Dr. James M. Day and S.H. 
“Bud” Newman. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HALL OF 
HONOR BANQUET 

EPT   11/11/2001 
 

 
Richard Feuille accepts the induction of 
the late Dan Ponder.  
 
The El Paso County Historical Society’s 
41st annual Hall of Honor Banquet was 
Nov. 4 at the Hilton Camino Real Hotel. 
More than 300 people attended.  
 
This year’s inductees:  
 
► Roy T. Chapman. As “Uncle Roy,” he 
read the comics on the radio for almost 20 
years. He then switched careers and went 
into advertising until he retired. 
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► The late Daniel Roy Ponder is best re-
membered as the youngest mayor El Paso 
has ever had. He was 39 when he became 
mayor in 1947.  
 
► The late Mother Praxades Carty was in-
ducted for being the force behind the build-
ing of Loretto Academy. She raised most of 
the money for the ambitious project.  
 

 
Photos by Mark Lambie / El Paso Times  

Roy T. Chapman and Carolyn Breck, so-
ciety president. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

STEP BACK IN TIME 
AT THE BURGES HOUSE 

Christmas Of Olden Days Renewed 
By El Paso County Historical Society 

By Faye Sherer 
EPHP   12/23/93 

 
A group of school children gathered on the 
lawn of the Burges House next to a tree 
planted in 1915, listening attentively as Lee 
Vale told them that Pancho Villa had skir-
mished with U.S. forces right where they 
were sitting. 
 
They were amazed.  
 

“That was an instance of old meets new if I 
ever saw one,” said Vale, a storyteller, histo-
rian and volunteer with the El Paso County 
Historical Society. She moves from church-
es to schools to retirement homes, making El 
Pasoans more aware of their hometown's 
history. 
 
The society is sponsoring an open house 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday at the Burges 
House, 603 W. Yandell Drive.  
 
The open house is free and open to the pub-
lic. It was scheduled for the day after 
Christmas to renew a tradition.  
 

 
Lee Vale, a volunteer with the El Paso 
County Historical Society, stands inside 
the Burges House. The society now owns 
the historic home, and will open it up to 
the public Sunday.  
 
The home was built by Richard F. Burges in 
1912. When he was alive, he opened his 
home to friends and family every Christmas 
day. 
 
He had one daughter. Jane Perrenot. When 
she died in 1986, she left the house to the El 
Paso County Historical Society.  
 
The site houses the society's archives.  
 
“We have a marvelous collection of old El 
Paso archives. We have maps, magazines, 
directories and all kinds of books. Our col-
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lection represents all facets of life in El 
Paso,” Vale said.  
 
Part of the celebration this weekend at the 
Burges House will be the dedication of the 
Jane Perrenot Historical Research Center. 
Each Tuesday, the house will be open to an-
yone who would like to research an event 
from El Paso’s past. Volunteers will be on 
hand to answer questions.  
 
During the open house, the Border Chorders 
Quartet will perform. Refreshments are free. 
Call 532-4117 for more information.  
 

 
PHOTOS BY AMY DOUGLAS I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER  

Entryway to the Burges House has been 
decked out for the holidays by Historical 
Society volunteers.  
 

 
The home has been dressed up with plen-
ty of small holiday touches, including an-
gels enclosed with pine branches and 
placed at the bottom of the stairway.  
 

 
This yule tree is decorated pioneer style, 
with dried apple slices, dried red peppers, 
candy canes and paper snowflakes.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

BOOKS 
By Leon Metz 

Times Book Editor 
EPT Sunday Magazine 

7/21/74 
 

The interest in local and southwest history 
(which includes northern Mexico) is defi-
nitely making an upswing. Books about 
these subjects sell well, and every now and 
then a new periodical makes the scene. 
 
One local quarterly has been around for 19 
years, has won practically every prize and 
award in its field, and still few El Pasoans 
have ever seen a copy. Its name is “Pass-
word,” and it is the official publication of El 
Paso County Historical Society. Dr. Eugene 
O. Porter (recent author of “San Elizario”) 
has been its only editor, and for those who 
don't know him, he’s as much of an institu-
tion as the publication and the organization 
he represents.  
 
The summer 1974 edition is now in the mail, 
and its 50-plus pages are packed with such 
topics as “Nana’s (Apache) Raid of 1881,” 
“Captain Frazer’s Arizona Rangers,” “A 
Wee-Bit of Franco-Mexican History,” 
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“Across Northern Mexico With 
Wislizenus,” plus articles on heritage homes 
of El Paso, southwest archives, the seventh 
grade history writing contest, Hueco Tanks 
rock art, historical notes, and book reviews 
relating to local subjects and authors. 
 
Now before you go hustling out to buy a 
copy, don’t. Password is distributed free of 
charge to members of El Paso County His-
torical Society, and by subscription to librar-
ies and scholarly organizations and institu-
tions around the world. It is not sold at any 
news stand.  
 
Many editions are out of print and, as collec-
tor’s items, command high prices. The so-
ciety itself recently voted to sell issues three 
years and older for not less than $10 each. 
This means that Passwords are worth far 
more than the price of membership. 
 
Over the years the Historical Society has 
sought to increase its membership and there-
fore increase the distribution of Password. 
Although the drives have been remarkably 
successful, too many people still believe that 
membership is by invitation only and are 
reluctant to apply without an endorsement. 
 
The simple truth is that if you have $10, the 
society will be delighted to accept your 
membership. It doesn’t matter if you reside 
in El Paso, Juarez, St. Louis, Georgia or 
Mexico City.  
 
Another factor holding down membership is 
the society’s reputation as a somewhat 
stuffy, social organization, a reputation it 
comes by honestly if not by intent. Its failure 
has been a lack of communication, for it -
has more than met its civic obligations over 
the years. 
 
Some of its accomplishments have been its 
preservation of historical artifacts, its suc-

cessful efforts to get numerous local land-
marks on the National Register for Historic 
Preservation, the recording of memoirs from 
many of the community’s long time resi-
dents, the encouragement of local historical 
essay contests in the schools, and the honor-
ing of outstanding men and women, both 
living and dead who, by the nature of their 
lives, brought good things to El Paso. 
 
And there is the Password. Hundreds of arti-
cles have been recorded in its pages, all of 
them dealing with factual local and south-
western history. If the El Paso County His-
torical Society had no other reason for being 
other than to publish and distribute the 
Password, it would still be an outstanding 
success and a credit to the land where we 
live.  
 
At any rate, a new effort is underway to 
change the society's image without hinder-
ing in any manner its accomplishments. 
President Conrey Bryson and program direc-
tor Chris Fox plan something a little differ-
ent for next month’s regular meeting. 
 
On Aug. 22, on or about 6:30 p.m., the quar-
terly meeting will take place in McKelIigon 
Canyon. Several speakers as yet unnamed 
will wax forth in their usual eloquent man-
ner. County Judge T. Udell Moore will top it 
off with a short statement about where the 
county is today and where he hopes to see it 
go in the future in historically-related devel-
opments. 
 
This will be an old-fashioned, bring your 
kids, put-on-your Levi’s, fix your own tacos 
and sandwiches, outdoors picnic. The 
McGinty Band will hopefully attend, and if 
we can keep those thirsty fellows away from 
the lemonade stands, maybe we can get 
them to crank up a hoedown or even a baile.  
 



01396 EPC Historical Society   - 24 - 

As always, the meetings are free and open to 
the public. If you want to become a member 
first, receive the Password and your own 
special invitation to the affair, send $10 for a 
year’s family membership to Box 28, El 
Paso, 79940. This will not only get you on 
the Password’s mailing list, but it will make 
you eligible for a 10 per cent discount of all 
southwestern books sold by the society.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY EDITOR 
GETS THE HOMETOWN WORD OUT 

Virginia Turner 
El Paso People 
EPHP   1/3/94 

 
A membership drive is in the offing for the 
El Paso County Historical Society, says 
Lillian Collingwood, editor of the Society’s 
publication, Password. 
 
Collingwood is retired from the English de-
partment at UTEP. 
 
“I’d always had my nose stuck in a book by 
Shakespeare or T.S. Elliot and never knew 
much about the El Paso history,” she said. “I 
was there from 1947 until 1980. Since I be-
came editor of the Password in 1983, I have 
learned a great deal about the history of my 
hometown. We’ve had wonderful articles 
and I appreciate the work of El Paso writ-
ers.” The purpose of the publication is to 
make more people aware of the history of 
the El Paso area. 
 
“We now have 800 members and we hope to 
raise this to 1,000 or more,” she said. “We 
have about 30 board members, and each one 
is to write to 10 friends or acquaintances and 
explain the activities and purpose of the so-
ciety. I have a budget of $14,000 to $15,000 

a year and each issue costs $3,500 (to 
make).” 
 
The Burges house, a home willed to the So-
ciety by Jane Burges Perenot, setves as the 
society's headquarters and office. It has in-
curred some expenses also.  
 
Collingwood enjoys her job as editor. “It’s a 
pleasant way to spend my time,” she said. “I 
have an electronic typewriter. The society 
would like to buy a computer, but it doesn’t 
have the money. We work so hard on the 
Password and then when it’s published, it 
looks so small!” 
 
Collingwood is a true native. She was born 
in El Paso and attended Austin High School 
and Texas College of Mines, where she re-
ceived her B.A. degree. She received her 
master's degree in English at the University 
of Michigan.  
 
She is a second cousin of Van Cliburn, the 
Texas piano master.  
 
“His mother and my mother were cousins,” 
she said. “His mother is still living and she’s 
about 95 now. Van bought a home in Fort 
Worth 10 years ago and he and his mother 
live there. She needs lots of attention now. I 
don’t know if Van will go back on the con-
cert stage again or not.  
 
“He sponsors the Van Cliburn Competition 
in Fort Worth now and Baylor University is 
a big supporter.” 
 
Cliburn became world-renowned and an in-
stant celebrity when he won the Tchaikov-
sky International Piano Competition in 
Moscow in 1958 when he was 23.  
 
Following that, he played concerts through-
out Russia, including Leningrad, Minsk, Ki-
ev and Riga. He performed successfully 
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throughout the world and his recordings 
have sold millions.  
 
He gave a concert at the White House during 
President Reagan's administration.  
 
Cliburn gave a concert at the El Paso Coli-
seum in 1964 and in the Memorial Gymna-
sium at UTEP in 1972. He won the state’s 
young pianist competition when he was 12 
years old.  
 
He is known for his enormous hands. and 
his long fingers have a 12-note span. 
 
“His mother was a music teacher,” Colling-
wood said. "He started piano lessons when 
he was 4 years old, encouraged, of course, 
by his mother. 
 
“He won a scholarship to Juilliard School of 
Music. He is 12 years younger than I am and 
I knew him when he was a little boy. My 
brother Robert Reid was a history professor 
at Baylor University and we see each other 
about once a month. I went to see him at 
Waco at Christmas.” 
 
Collingwood said her mother Lillian 
O'Bryan, graduated from Baylor and her 
grandfather, John O’Bryan, got his law de-
gree there. Collingwood’s husband died four 
years ago. They had no children.  
 

Virginia Turner's column 
runs on Mondays and Thurs-
days on the Timeout Page. 
She is a former city editor of 
the Herald-Post. 
 
 
 

 
* * * 

 
 

SOCIETY ACCEPTS 
PERRENOT HOME 

By Art Liebson 
EPT   11/9/86 

 
Never look a gift horse in the mouth? El 
Paso County Historical Society has had to 
take a long and careful look before deciding 
whether it could afford the magnificent gift 
of the Jane Burges Perrenot home in the 
Sunset Heights Historical District. Three and 
a half years ago, Perrenot first advised the 
society's president of her intention of donat-
ing the home, and six months later, the 
board voted to accept the gift without re-
strictions. A deed was delivered last January 
by Richard Burges Perrenot, son of the do-
nor. When she died last June, the society 
learned for the first time of certain re-
strictions placed on the gift. 
 
One restriction barred the society from ever 
encumbering the property, preventing any 
borrowing to recondition it. Another insisted 
that the home be used only by the society. A 
third provision was that the society must not 
allow the home to go unused at any time for 
as much as six months. 
 
That posed some financial problems, even 
after the generous Mrs. Perrenot also gave 
the society stock in El Paso Electric Co. and 
Southern Union Gas Co., now bringing an 
income of more than $5,000 a year. The 
problem? Could the society, long on good 
will but with a modest treasury, afford the 
home even with the gift of the stock?  
 
An ad hoc committee was appointed by 
President Mary Ann Dodson to study the 
society’s quandary and report back to the 
membership. Dr. James M. Day was named 
chairman of the committee, and he submit-
ted a written outline of his report at the Oc-
tober meeting. The membership enthusiasti-



01396 EPC Historical Society   - 26 - 

cally voted to accept the gift, conditions and 
all, with a single negative vote.  
 
The committee estimated that operating 
costs just to maintain and protect the historic 
old home would run something more than 
$10,000 annually. That was only the begin-
ning; the estimate for painting and repairing 
the home, and a small caretaker’s cottage in 
the rear, would top $23,000. Possible uses 
for the home were outlined, including regu-
lar and board meetings, administrative offic-
es to house the Password editor and museum 
curator, committee meetings and possibly 
even a tea and sandwich shop. 
 
With that, the society formally took posses-
sion of the home at 603 W. Yandell Drive. It 
was built for Maj. Richard F. Burges, prom-
inent local attorney and father of Mrs. Per-
renot, whose mother died before the family 
could take possession in 1912. Five years 
later, the major commanded an El Paso in-
fantry company that performed heroically in 
France during the closing months of World 
War I. He and his wife had arrived in El 
Paso in 1886, shortly after the coming of the 
railroads that brought boom to the border. 
 
The guessing game is now over, and the 
money problem just begins. The commit-
tee’s report included a proposal to rent out a 
second floor apartment and install a caretak-
er once the cottage has been renovated. It 
was proposed that an endowment fund be set 
up to make certain the lovely old home is 
maintained properly through the years. It 
was admitted that some of the estimated 
costs contained in the report just might be a 
little high. Officers and directors of the soci-
ety certainly hope so as they undertake their 
most important project since they took over 
the operation of the museum in the Lower 
Valley. 
 

Many of the society's members are well ac-
quainted with the Perrenot home, having 
been guests at various times through the 
years. The others are looking forward to the 
first meeting to be conducted in the gifted 
homestead.  
 
Serving on the committee that prepared the 
report were Pat Rand, Ann Brand, Harry 
Stone, John Schatzman, Anne E. Worley 
and Colbert Coldwell. 
 
Liebson is a retired Times reporter.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

JOB SWAP 
Veteran Password Workers 
Now Fill Each Other’s Shoes 

By Virginia Turner 
El Paso People 
EPHP   1/24/94 

 
Lillian, Collinwood and Clinton P. Hart-
mann have swapped jobs. She has been edi-
tor of Password, the publication of the El 
Paso County Historical Society for 11 years; 
Hartmann has been associate editor for three 
years. 
 
Now he takes over as editor and Colling-
wood is his assistant. Collingwood enjoys 
the work. “I thought about resigning as edi-
tor for some time because it is a lot of work, 
a real big job,” she said. "l talked it over 
with him (Hartmann) and I resigned Jan. 1.” 
 
“I haven’t had all the responsibility,” Hart-
mann said. “Helping is one thing, but re-
sponsibility is something else.” 
 
Hartmann retired from El Paso Public 
Schools in 1983 and as principal of Lydia 
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Patterson in 1992, Collingwood is a retired 
UTEP professor. 
 
“I start as editor with the 39th edition” 
Hartmann said. “I began as assistant editor 
with the 36th edition. There have been only 
three other editors, I don’t plan any changes 
and my goal is to continue the quality and 
high standards.” 
 
Hartmann was born in Mason, Texas, He 
attended UT Austin, came to El Paso in 
1949, and finished his master’s degree at 
Texas Western College. 
 
His first appointment was to Burleson Ele-
mentary School. 
 
A charter member of the Historical Society, 
Hartmann even grew a beard for the Cen-
tennial in 1950, but shaved it as soon as the 
Centennial was over. He has been a member 
of the editorial board of the Historical Socie-
ty since 1986. He has written for Password 
and won the Eugene Porter Memorial Award 
for two stories. One about Scenic Drive and 
the other about Charles Wright.  
 
Hartmann was on the staff of “The Hand-
book of Texas,” and a member of the Texas 
State Historical Association and the El Paso 
Native Plant Society. 
 
Password focuses on history or stories about 
Southern New Mexico, Southeast Arizona, 
Northern Mexico and Trans-Pecos Area.  
 

* * * 
 
The Rev. Harold Rahm, founder of Our La-
dy’s Youth Center in El Paso, is the subject 
of two articles recently. One was in “South-
ern Jesuit Notes,” which commented on the 
feature about him in “Company,” a maga-
zine which carries news of American Jesu-
its. 

 
The Southern Jesuit tells of El Palo naming 
Fourth Avenue “Father Rahm Ave.” and the 
work he is doing with young people addict-
ed to drugs in Campinas, Brazil. He is inter-
nationally renowned and has addre8sed var-
ious world conventions on drug addiction. A 
State Department official inspected his work 
and returned to Washington to phone the 
Southern Jesuit office. “This guy is another 
Mother Teresa,” he said. “Why haven’t you 
gotten him more notice in the press?” 
 
Virginia Turner’s column runs on Mondays 
and Wednesdays on the. Timeout Page. She 
is a former city editor at the Herald-Post.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL GROUP’S 
MAGAZINE SHEDS LIGHT 

By Mary Margaret Davis 
Good Company 

 
 

 
Are you surprised to learn that one of the 
nation’s most eminent concert pianists was 
born and bred in the Sun City? 
 
That it was Pancho Villa’s raids that brought 
the air age to the Pass of the North? Or that 
topics of concern in El Paso 100 years ago 
were—much as they are now—immigration, 
water, conflicts of city and county govern-
ments and presidential elections? 
 
All that would not be news to readers of the 
winter, 1988-1989, issue of “Password,” the 
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quarterly publication of the El Paso County 
Historical Society. Appearing in the little 
magazine are an article on the famous pia-
nist, “Francis Moore; A Belated Centennial 
Salute,” by another pianist, Robert Steven-
son; a compilation of aerohistory, “The Air 
Age Comes to El Paso,” edited by Clinton P. 
Hartmann; and “The News at the Pass—One 
Century Ago,” by Damon Garbern, an El 
Paso teacher who is continuing retired jour-
nalist Art Leibson’s similar “Password” fea-
ture. 
 
Also between the terracotta-colored covers 
are two articles, “El Paso—A Healing Place 
for Skin Disorders,” by retired dermatologist 
H.D, Garrett, and “Postcards from the Pass,” 
by Gerald X. Fitzgerald, plus reviews of 
three important Southwest books. Also in-
cluded is a complete index to the year’s four 
issues. 
 
“Password” is a superior journal edited by 
retired University of Texas at El Paso Eng-
lish professor Lillian Collingwood, and it 
comes free with society membership dues of 
$20 a couple. 
 
Whether you are a new member or an old-
timer, belonging to the society and taking 
advantage of such a membership is one of 
the best ways to learn about the people and 
events of this desert-mountain land. To join, 
send dues to Garrett, society membership 
chairman, at 603 W. Yandell, El Paso, Texas 
79902. 
 
In addition to a contest designed to get 
young people interested in writing on the 
county’s colorful history, the society spon-
sors a. photo contest. You can get infor-
mation from Barbara K. Dent, who is in 
charge of the contest and is inviting entries 
from photographers of any age or expertise 
before the April 1 deadline. 
 

“Paso del Norte—Past, Present and Future” 
offers prizes of $200 for first place, $100·for 
second and.$50 for third, with four honora-
ble mentions of $25 each. Judges are Kevin 
Donovan, curator of the El Paso Museum of 
Art; Bea Bragg, photographer; and Maurice 
Heller, photographer and a former Fellow of 
the Polaroid Corp. 
 
Photos must be of the El Paso area—Juarez, 
Southern New Mexico or Culberson, Hud-
speth or El Paso counties. Only photos taken 
since .Jan. 1, 1987, are eligible and either 
color or black-and-white print may be en-
tered, but do not send slides or negatives. 
 
The top 50 entries will be exhibited in May 
at the El Paso Museum of History, 12901 
Gateway West. 
 
A fee of $10 will be charged for entering 
three photos and $5 for each additional en-
try. For specific information and entry 
blanks, call Dent at 532-1863. 
 
Membership in the historical society is not 
required to enter the contest.  

* * * 
Six new Golden Girls will be honored at the 
annual founders’ day luncheon of the El 
Paso Council of P.E.O. Sisterhood at 11:30 
a.m. Saturday at El Paso Country Club. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

AREA’S ‘GRAND DAME’ 
NEEDS FACE LIFT 

Sunset Heights’ Burges House Serves 
As Headquarters For Historical Society 

Stories by Donna Weeks 
EPT   1/14/93 
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The Burges House, headquarters of the El 
Paso County Historical Society, is in need 
of restoration, In front is society president 
Robert M. Kelly. 
 
In her day, the Burges House was the grand 
dame of Sunset Heights—today her front 
porch needs painting and her window frames 
leak from rotting wood frames. 
 
“She needs spiffing up and the money to do 
it,” said Barbara Rees, chairman of the 
Burges House Commission, which is at-
tempting to .restore the home. 
 
Because the 80-year-old home is in the Sun-
set Heights Historic District, a city ordi-
nance requires all work on its exterior to 
meet the original design. 
 
The architecture is reminiscent of the Geor-
gian Revival period that ranged from the 
1700s to the 1800s. 
 
Repair work and replacement of the home’s 
French leaded glass doors was donated by 
John Karr, a: member of the Sunset Heights 
Improvement Association. 
 
But the cost to refurbish the home has been 
a constant worry for Rees since the home 
was willed to the El· Paso Historical Society 
in 1986 by Jane Burges Perrenot, the daugh-
ter of the home’s original owner, Richard F. 
Burges, Restrictions on the gift have pre-
vented the society from borrowing money 

for restoration. Donations and grants have. 
paid for sporadic improvements.  
 

“We’re not planning to make the 
house into a museum. It will be a 
working place for the society.” 

Barbara Rees  
 
“The society did not become active in the 
home’s restoration until the last couple of 
years when we repaired the roof, restored 
the caretaker’s cottage, painted rooms in the 
house and put in a sprinkler system in the 
yard so the oak tree (in the front yard) would 
not die,” Rees said. 
 
The oak in the front yard is believed to be 
the oldest in El Paso it was planted in 1916 
by Burges. 
 
Rees said the home is being rewired to re-
place 80-year-old wiring. Many original 
lamps are being replaced with fluorescent 
lighting. 
 
“We’re not planning to make the house into 
a museum. It will be a working place for the 
society,” Rees said.  
 
The home is open to the public upon re-
quest. The society sponsored an open house 
Dec. 27.  
 
“The Perrenot family always had their open 
house on Christmas Day, but we decided to 
break with tradition this year," said Lea 
Vail, fundraiser for the Burges House 
Commission. “All of the Perrenot children 
and grandchildren were here. It was just like 
coming home for them. They ran from room 
to room telling stories of ‘Mamaw.’ It was 
just a joyous sound throughout the house.” 
 
The Burges residence stands beside the for-
mer site of the famous Mesa Garden—
originally a beer garden and ice cream par-
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lor. It was constructed in 1880 and used as a 
gathering place for El Paso’s McGinty 
Club—a group of musicians and barber-
shop-style singers. It also housed a gun bat-
tery during the Mexican Revolution from 
1910 to 1920. 
 
Remnants of the original Mesa Garden still 
exist in the backyard of the Burges home—
surrounded by rosebushes, honeysuckle, 
jasmine, and pear, fig and pomegranate 
trees. 
 
Volunteers from El Paso Rose Society, have 
worked in the rose garden pruning, fertiliz-
ing and replanting. Volunteers from Sunset 
Heights and West Side garden clubs also 
have helped, Vail said. 
 
“There have been around 27 weddings and 
receptions in this backyard,” Vail said. “Be-
cause of the garden and the view.” 
 
The backyard has spectacular views of the 
West Side—El Paso High School, Crazy Cat 
Mountain, and Coronado Hills subdivision. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

BURGES HOUSE BUILT 
TO WITHSTAND FIRE 

By Donna Weeks  
EPT   1/14/93 

 
El Paso's Burges House serves as the head-
quarters, library and offices of the El Paso 
Historical Society. 
 
The society's collection of old photographs, 
documents and maps fill the library shelves 
and file cabinets of the home at 603 W. 
Yandell. 
 

An alarm system protects the home against 
vandalism or theft of the archives and few 
items of furniture inside the home.  
 
The library was added to the back of the 
home’s first floor in 1927 to accommodate 
Richard F. Burges’ collection of more than 
7,000 books. 
 
“The family wanted it fireproof so they 
made it completely of concrete,” said Barba-
ra Rees, chairman of the Burges House 
Commission, which is attempting to restore 
the home. “Even the beams in the ceiling are 
textured concrete and painted to look like 
wood.” 
 
The first floor is furnished with donated 
items, including wool rugs from Elizabeth 
Rempe, a chair that once belonged to Judge 
James Wilmarth, a 6-foot-tall mirror en-
graved with the name of R.W. Dietrich and a 
desk that belonged to Richard Burges. 
 
The only other fully furnished room on the 
first floor is the society’s meeting room, 
formerly the Burges family living room. The 
room is furnished in modern board room-
style tables and chairs. One wall of the room 
is lined with bookshelves and a collection of 
antique books.  
 
Above the fireplace mantle hangs “The First 
Thanksgiving,” a painting by Cisneros, on 
loan to the society from Mary Ann Dodson. 
 
On another newly refurbished wall hangs the 
original charter of the El Paso Historical So-
ciety and photos of society Hall of Honor 
awardees. Recipients include Gertrude 
Goodman, William Martin Yandell, Felix 
Martinez, Dorrance D. Roderick, Margaret 
Schuster Meyer, Elizabeth Hooks, Gen. An-
son Mills, William Latham, Guy Hallett 
Johnson, Manny Acosta, William H. Burges 
and Karl O. Wyler. 
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The kitchen was repainted recently, but 
looks much the same as it has for 80 years. 
The original gas stove has been replaced 
with a contemporary model, but antique 
glass-front cabinets cover one wall from 
countertop to ceiling. The countertops are 
less than a foot wide and little more than 
three feet tall. One shelf is decorated with a 
collection of iron skillets. The sink is single 
basin, stainless steel variety circa 1950s. 
  
“The family never thought much of adding 
modem conveniences,” said Lea Vail, fund-
raiser for the Burges House Commission. 
 
The original breakfast room, off the kitchen, 
now serves as a small commission office. 
 
Both the back-yard cottage and the home’s 
second floor are self-contained apartments, 
and are occupied.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

BURGES FAMILY TREE 
WELL-ROOTED IN CITY 

Name-dropping among El Paso historians 
often gets confusing when it comes to the 
Burges family tree. 
 
Brothers William H. Burges and Richard F. 
Burges were two of El Paso’s most prestig-
ious attorneys and civic leaders at the turn of 
the century. 
 
Their law firm became Burges, Burges, 
Scott, Rasberry and Hulse. 
 
William H. Burges died in 1946 and nearly 
40 years later, his former law partner, James 
Frank Hulse, wrote a biography about him. 
“Texas Lawyer: The Life of William H. 
Burges,” was published by Mangan in 1982. 

 
According to the book, Burges was born in 
Seguin, Texas, in 1867 and came to El Paso 
in 1889 for his health.  
 
An East Side street, Burges High School and 
a dormitory at the University of Texas at El 
Paso were named after him. 
 
Richard F. Burges was born in 1873 and fol-
lowed his brother to El Paso in 1896. He 
died in 1945. His Sun City home, 603 W. 
Yandell, is now the headquarters of the EI 
Paso Historical Society. 
 
Richard Burges served as city attorney from 
1905 to 1907, was a member of the Texas 
Legislature and one of the founders of the 
State School of the Mines which is now 
UTEP. He was instrumental in building Ele-
phant Butte Dam. 
 
He was named to the Hall of Honor by El 
Paso Historical Society posthumously in 
1962. A Northeast library branch was named 
for him. 
 
His wife, Ethel Sheldon Burges, died before 
the home was completed in 1912. The cou-
ple’s only child was Jane Burges who mar-
ried Preston Perrenot. She lived in the Sun-
set Heights home until her death in 1986.  
 
Perrenot attended Sunset School, El Paso 
School For Girls (now Radford School) and 
Bryn Mawr College, in Bryn Mawr, Pa.  
 
She served as president of the Junior League 
of El Paso and Planned Parenthood Associa-
tion and served on El Paso Public Library 
board of trustees.  
 
Perrenot paid to build the Lea-Hertzog 
Room of the Downtown public library. 
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The Perrenots' children are Mary Austin 
Roderick . Fraser, Ann Georges and Richard 
Burges Perrenot, all of El Paso. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

TO THOSE WHO LED THE WAY 
El Paso Inc.   Nov. 11-17, 2001 

El Paso's history was the foundation of the 
El Paso Historical Society’s 41st Hall of 
Honor Banquet. Fans and family filled the 
Hilton Camino Real ballroom for the event 
that honored three people whose lives and 
accomplishments have had a great influence 
on El Paso. 
 
 

 
Richard Feuille, William Breck, Anne 
Ponder Dickson, Bob Dickson and Sister 
Rose Mcintyre  
 

 
Keith Chapman looked on as fans con-
gratulated her husband Roy for his 
award. 
 

 
Lawrence Meyer and Sara McKnight 

 
Tributes to Loretto Academy founder, 
Mother Praxedes Carty, and contractor and 
civic leader Dan R. Ponder were impressive 
reminders of how history is built on the hard 
work of individuals.  
 
But Uncle Roy Chapman's was most touch-
ing since he was on hand to share memories 
of early TV days and years of community 
service. 
 

 
Bob Dickson and Anne Ponder Dickson 
with Kay and Paco Jordan 
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Roy Chapman listened as Historical Soci-
ety President Carolyn Breck read the 
award  
 

 
Carolyn Breck presented Dan R. Pon-
der’s tribute 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL GROUP 
PLANS DISCUSSED 

EPT   8/15/69 
 
The Board of Directors of El Paso County 
Historical Society, has outlined programs t 
for the remainder of the year. 
 
Fred W. Bailey, president, announced that 
the chartered bus tour to Ft. Davis, Tex., will 
depart Sept. 20 and return on Sept. 21st, 
with an overnight stay at Indian Lodge. Res-

ervations can be made with Martin Merrill, 
El Paso National Bank Building, or by mail 
to PO Box 28, El Paso 79940. 
 

 
PRESENTED CERTIFICATE—Fred Bai-
ley, president El Paso County Historical So-
ciety, left, presents a Certificate of Appre-
ciation to past president Barry O. Coleman 
for his “great interest and devotion to the 
society in 1968.” While president, Coleman 
initiated a campaign which netted $1,000 
for the Historical Society’s building fund.  
 
Mrs. Robert Keller and Mrs. James Morgan, 
co-chairwomen of the Ways and Means 
Committee, outlined this year’s fund raising 
project for the  society, “An Evening at the 
Theatre.” The society plans to “buy out the 
house” for one performance of a popular 
play at the Festival Theatre, 2501 Montana, 
and will sell the tickets for that evening. 
 
Barry Coleman, past president and chairman 
of the historic sites committee, reported on 
current plans for the dedication ceremony of 
Wilderness Park in the Franklin Mountains. 
 
The society's regular quarterly meeting will 
start at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 21, in the Maud Sul-
livan Gallery of El Paso Public Library. 
Kathy Chambers and Becky Pemberton, 
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winners of the essay contest for seventh 
graders, will receive awards. 
 
The featured speaker, Lic. Clemente Bolio, 
will talk on the history of Paso del Norte 
(Juarez) and he will be assisted by Nestor 
Valencia, who will exhibit a collection of 
historic maps of the area. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

EL PASO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
HONORS 2 

Planner, painter added to hall 
EPT   11/19/84 

 
Anson Mills. a pioneer El Pasoan, and Ma-
nuel Acosta, an artist, were inducted Sunday 
into the El Paso County Historical Society 
Hall of Honor.  
 
Ross Borrett, president of the El Paso Coun-
ty Historical Society, said the two were in-
ducted for “their distinguished service to the 
community” after being selected by a secret 
committee. 
 
“I think the committee did an excellent job 
of picking these two men,” Borrett said. 
“We always honor one deceased person and 
one living person."  .  
 
Leon Metz, former president of the histori-
cal society, spoke in Mills’ honor at the 
banquet.  
 
“He laid out the plans for the downtown por-
tion of El Paso, when El Paso began to take 
shape,” Metz said of the planner and sur-
veyor. 
 
“He was also a border commissioner who 
was very much involved in the forming of 

the Chamizal National Memorial Park,” 
Metz said.  
 
Metz said Acosta was selected because “in 
the Southwest, he is the best-known artist 
and is also world famous. In his paintings, 
be captures the El Paso culture."  
 

 
Renowned Southwestern artist 

Manuel Acosta 
 
Mills came to El Paso in 1858, after he 
failed at the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point. N.Y. One of his first jobs was to draw 
the first map of El Paso. 
 
When the Civil War began, Mills enlisted in 
the Union Army, where he rose through the 
ranks to brigadier general.  
 
In 1912, he built the Mills Building on San 
Jacinto Plaza. Among his contributions to 
history, Mills designed and patented a car-
tridge belt that was adopted by the U.S. Ar-
my and other armies.  
 
Acosta has lived in El Paso for most of his 
63 years. He said be decided to be a painter 
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during World War II, when he was in Eu-
rope.  
 
After the war, Acosta returned to the United 
States and studied art at the Texas College 
of Mines, now the University of Texas at El 
Paso; the University of California at Santa 
Barbara: and Chenouard in Los Angeles.  
 
At the Texas College of Mines, he studied 
sculpture and drawing with Urbici Soler, 
who sculpted the Mount Cristo Rey statue.  
 
Acosta said he paints family, friends and 
bullfighters in a realistic style, trying to cap-
ture the spirit of the person portrayed.  

—Ramon Bracamontes 
 

 
Anson Mills, architect 
of El Paso's Downtown 

 
 

* * * 
 
 

TWO INDUCTED INTO EL PASO 
HALL OF HONOR 

By Art Leibson 
 

A capacity crowd filled El Paso Country 
Club Sunday to mark the induction of two 
outstanding citizens, one posthumously, into 
the Hall of Honor of El Paso County Histor-
ical Society.  
 
Mrs. Charles Goetting paid tribute to the late 
Mrs. Olga Kohlberg and Charles H Leavell 
saluted Joseph Friedkin, U.S. member of the 
International Boundary and Water Commis-
sion with the rank of ambassador. Both were 
presented with plaques by Leon Metz, presi-
dent of the historical society and archivist 
for the University of Texas at El Paso. 
 
Metz, in his talk, was highly critical of the 
community indifference to the cultural 
background on the border that has so much 
of historical interest. Tourists will go much 
further to see less than is available in this 
area, Metz said, citing the Juarez cathedral 
and Lower Valley missions, El Paso’s own 
Boot Hill at Concordia Cemetery where 
Gunman John Wesley Hardin, is buried, the 
spot where three states and two nations 
come together. 
 
“It is tragic, how little attention, we pay to 
these attractions, to the Pass of the North 
with its long history particularly when we 
think what other cities would do with them,” 
Metz said.  
 
Mrs. Goetting lauded Mrs. Kohlberg for her 
many civic contributions to El Paso that in-
cluded starting the first hospital, the first 
kindergarten, the first free public school in 
Texas, and being a leader in establishing the 
Woman’s Club and the Public Library. 
 
Responding on behalf of the family of Mrs. 
Kohlberg was Mrs. Leonard Goodman Jr., 
who told of growing up in the atmosphere of 
her grandmother’s contributions to cultural, 
charitable and intellectual activity in the 
community. 
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Leavell reviewed Friedkin’s career that in-
cluded captaining the basketball team at the 
University here and playing clarinet in El 
Paso Symphony Orchestra as well as the 
first U.T. El Paso band. Leavell cited the 
many engineering awards received by 
Friedkin who also authored texts in civil en-
gineering. 
 
Friedkin, whose immigrant father settled in 
El Paso in 1917, recalled the fire that de-
stroyed the Sheldon Hotel, on the site of the 
present Plaza Hotel, where his father had a 
tailoring shop. He has been the U.S. member 
of the IBWC for over 10 years, having been 
appointed by the late President John Kenne-
dy and continuing under Presidents Lyndon 
Johnson and Richard Nixon. 
 

 
HONOREES—Joseph Friedkin, U.S. mem-
ber of the International Boundary and water 
Commission, and the late Mrs. Olga Kohl-
berg, were inducted into the Hall of Honor 
of El Paso County Historical Society Sunday 
at the I1th annual awards dinner in El Paso 
Country Club. Leon Metz, left. president of 
the society, presented plaques to Friedkin 
and Mrs. Leonard Goodman Jr., right, 
granddaughter of Mrs. Kohlberg. Second 
from left is Mrs. Joseph Friedkin.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

TWO EL PASOANS NAMED 
TO ’72 HALL OF HONOR 

EPT   10/29/72 
 
A national and world leader in water engi-
neering, as well as the man most responsible 
for affecting the amicable settlement of the 
Chamizal boundary dispute between Mexico 
and the United States, along with a coura-
geous pioneer woman who needed: no liber-
ation to liberate a city, have been named to 
the 1972 Hall of Honor by the El Paso 
County Historical Society. 
 

 
J.F. Friedkin             Olga Kohberg 

 
Josieph F. Friedkin, U.S. Commissioner, 
International Boundary and Water Commis-
sion, and the late Olga Kohlberg are-the liv-
ing and deceased honorees announced Sat-
urday by Charles L. Hancock, chairman of 
the Selection Committee.  
 
The banquet at which Commissioner Fried-
kin and Mrs. Kohlberg will be admitted to 
the Hall of Honor will be held Nov. 19 in El 
Paso Country Club under the chairmanship 
of Mrs. Carl Rosenbaum. 
 
Criteria of nominees to the Hall of Honor 
are that they “be outstanding men and wom-
en of character, vision, courage and creative 
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spirit who have lived in what is presently El 
Paso County and who have consistently 
done the unusual which deserves to be writ-
ten or recorded of who have created that 
which deserves to be written, heard or seen 
and who have made El Paso County better 
for having lived in it.” 
 
The nominees must have influenced, over a 
period of years, the course of history of El 
Paso County, or, by their singular achieve-
ments, have brought honor and recognition 
to the El Paso community. 
 
They also must have directed this county 
toward worthy causes and merit, thereby 
deserving to be remembered by all men as 
an exemplary guide to the future. 
 
Commissioner Friedkin, a native El Pasoan, 
is credited with having contributed more 
than any other person in the city to its best 
international interests through his dedicated 
work as a hydraulic engineer over a period 
of 38 years with the United States Section, 
International 'Boundary and Water Commis-
sion. 
 
During that period, he participated in the 
negotiations of the boundary disputes years 
(1850-1970). The friction resulted in fre-
quent conflicts, ranging from armed military 
invasions to bandit raids as the changing Rio 
Grande river bed gave rise to the disputes.  
 
NAMED COMMISSIONER  
Because of his experience and proven abil-
ity, Friedkin was appointed U.S. Commis-
sioner, International Boundary and Water 
Commission, United States and Mexico, by 
President John F. Kennedy in 1962. In this 
capacity, he was a principal figure in the set-
tlement of the Chamizal, which involved 45 
million and which was of vital importance to 
El Paso. 
 

Following this, Friedkin represented the 
United States in drawing up a new treaty 
under which rules and guidelines were es-
tablished putting to an end the possibility of 
any future disputes stemming from a change 
of course in the river. 
 
He subsequently negotiated the important 
Colorado River Salinity Boundary Agree-
ment pursuant to the joint communiqué of 
President Nixon and President Echevarria, 
June 17, 1972. 
 
“Any list of professiona1 achievements and 
organizational affiliations is simply a cold 
documentary of one of El Paso’s truly treat 
citizens,” his nomination reads. “Joe Fried-
kin is a man of unchallenged integrity and 
ability, a warm, generous, modest person, 
unchanged by praise and position of distinc-
tion. 
 
“He is non-partisan politically, having been 
appointed by a Democratic administration 
and retained through the present Republican 
administration. His adroit handling of the 
Chamizal Boundary Sett1ement may be cit-
ed as one measure of his capacity to deal 
fairly with any controversial situation.” 
 
Commissioner Friedkin was graduated from 
Texas College of Mines, now University of 
Texas at El Paso, with the Bachelors and 
Masters’ degrees.  
 
He served as president of the college student 
body in 1932 and was named an Outstand-
ing Ex-Student in 1962. 
 
In military service from 1942 until 1946, he 
served in the United States Army Engineers 
as assistant to the president of the Mississip-
pi River Commission, conducting field in-
vestigations relating to flood control and 
navigation along the Lower Mississippi Riv-
er. 
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As resident and principal engineer from 
1947 until March, 1962, of the United States 
International Boundary and Water Commis-
sion, he supervised the planning, engineer-
ing, construction, operation and maintenance 
of joint international projects with Mexico 
along the 1900-mile boundary. 
 
He is a member of the United States Execu-
tive Committee of the International Com-
mission of Irrigation and Drainage; Interna-
tional Society of Professional Engineering; 
Rotary Club of El Paso; Board of Directors, 
El Paso YMCA; former director of United 
Fund and member of El Paso County Histor-
ical Society.  
 
His many awards include having been 
named “Federal Servant of the Year” by El 
Paso Federal Business Association in 1958; 
“Engineer of the Year” by the Engineering 
Societies of El Paso, 1959; “Superior Honor 
Award” by the Department of State, 1964; 
“West Texas Public Works Man of the 
Year” by the Texas Highway Contractors, 
1966; “Outstanding Citizen’s Award” by the 
El Paso Board of Realtors, 1968; “Public 
Works Man of the Year” by the Kiwanis In-
ternational and the American Public Works 
Association, 1969. 
 
Commissioner Friedkin married Nellie May 
Berry of E! Paso in 1937 and they have two 
children, John O., 25, and Kim, 15 The fam-
ily home is at 3821 Hillcrest Drive.  
 
OLGA KOHLBERG  
The deceased honoree, Olga Kohlberg, came 
to the barren, dusty village of El Paso in 
1884 from the lush green Rhineland of her 
native Germany. Only three years before, 
the first train had made its way into the El 
Paso community of 751 souls. 
 

When Mrs. Kohlberg died in 1935, she left 
her mark on nearly every civic project of 
what was by then a thriving city. 
 
“In the building of a city,” her nomination 
reads, “the work is not entirely that of men, 
although men are often honored, women 
rarely. 
 
“But schools, churches, hospitals, libraries, 
art museums and symphonies are enduring 
values which are promoted extensively by 
women, and Olga Kohlberg was a leader in 
most of the worthwhile movements in El 
Paso for 51 years.” 
 
She was one of the first to recognize the 
need and take steps to establish a hospital. 
 
OPENED FIRST HOSPITAL  
In 1892, as president of the Ladies Benevo-
lent Association, she opened the town’s first 
hospital in the former Larkins home in the 
700 block of Oregon Street. Later, it was 
turned over to other agencies and a county 
hospital was opened at old Ft. Bliss under 
the direction of Mrs. Kohlberg and others. 
 
The honoree was the major influence in 
founding the Current Events Club, forerun-
ner of the El Paso Women’s Club. The late 
Owen White, El Paso historian, said, “The 
Current Events Club was the most useful 
organization in the city’s history.” 
 
After its reorganization as the El Paso 
Women's Club of El Paso in 1895-96, Olga 
Kohlberg served as president for several 
years and: was an honorary board member 
until her death. 
 
She also was a vice-president of the State 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. Under her 
guidance and with her comment, “we will 
plant, dig, and weed,” the restoration of El 
Paso’s three existing parks was undertaken 
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and the Downtown Plaza became a garden 
spot.  
 
When the El Paso Library Association was 
formed in 1895, Mrs. Kohlberg was a direc-
tor and later served as president of the El 
Paso Library Board from 1903 until her 
death in 1935.  
 
She was the first to recognize the need of a 
kindergarten in the public schools and, in 
1889, with several other women, organized a 
“study circle” to promote the education of 
small children. 
 
They bought equipment and employed a 
teacher from St. Louis, Missouri. They of-
fered their materials and teacher to the 
Board of Education if it would establish the 
kindergarten as part of the public school sys-
tem. 
 
As a result, El Paso became the first city in 
the state to establish a free, public kindergar-
ten. 
 
The honoree was in the foreground of the 
Charity Union, 1903; Health League, 1908; 
Women’s Charity Association and the Asso-
ciated Charities, 1915. 
 
The latter subsequently evolved into the pre-
sent Family Service of El Paso.  
 
CHARTER MEMBER  
A charter member of the American Associa-
tion of University women, Mrs. Kohlberg’s 
other interests included the Cloudcroft Baby 
Sanitorium, to where ill and dying babies 
were taken from the heat of El Paso to the 
cool pine’s of Cloudcroft, and the Jewish 
Welfare Organization. 
 
With her husband, Ernest, she was instru-
mental in organizing the Mt. Sinai Jewish 
Congregation in 1898. Mt. Sinai Temple at 

Yandell and Oregon Streets was subsequent-
ly constructed in 1902. 
 
“What Olga Kohlberg did will be treasured 
in the memories of those who knew her,” the 
nomination reads. “For those who did not 
know her, evidence of her work and contri-
butions live today in the city's benefits, her-
itage and culture.” 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Kohlberg’s children were three 
sons, Walter, Herbert, Leo, and a daughter, 
Mrs. Branch Craige, all deceased. 
 
Their grandchildren are Mrs. Leonard 
Goodman Jr., and Dr. Branch Craige, both 
of El Paso, and Dr. Ernest Craige of Chapel 
Hill, N.C. 
 
Reservations for the banquet beginning at 
6:30 p.m. may be made with Mrs. Roen-
baum 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO ADMIT 
TWO INTO E.P. HALL OF HONOR 

EL PASO HERALD-POST, 
Monday, October 30, 1972 

 
El Paso County Historical Society will admit 
Joseph F. Friedkin and the late Mrs. Olga 
Kohlberg to the Hall of Honor at a banquet 
at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 19 in El Paso Country 
Club. 
 
The society honors one living and one de-
ceased El Pasoan every year.  
 
FRIEDKIN is U.S. Commissioner for the 
International Boundary and Water Commis-
sion. He was instrumental in details of the 
Chamizal boundary dispute set tie men t be-
tween the United States and Mexico. 



01396 EPC Historical Society   - 40 - 

 
A native El Pasoan, Friedkin has been cred-
ited with influencing history through his 
dedicated work as a hydraulic engineer dur-
ing 38 years with the United States Section 
of the International Boundary and Water 
Commission. As U.S. commissioner, ap-
pointed in 1962 by President Kennedy, 
Friedkin was the principal figure in the 
Chamizal settlement. He also was involved 
in negotiating the important Colorado River 
Salinity Boundary Agreement between the 
U.S. and Mexico.  
 

 
Friedkin                     Mrs. Kohlberg 

 
Commissioner Friedkin is married to the 
former Nellie May Berry. They have two 
children, John O. and Kim. Their home is at 
3821 Hillcrest drive.  
 
MRS. KOHLBERG came to El Paso in 1884 
from her native Germany. She was among 
the first to recognize the need for a hospital. 
As president of the Ladies Benevolent 
Assn., in 1892 she opened the town’s first 
hospital in the 700 block of Oregon street. It 
later was taken over by other agencies. She 
helped found a county hospital at old Ft. 
Bliss. 
 

She also helped found the forerunner of the 
Woman’s Club of El Paso and served as 
club president in 1895-96. Mrs. Kohlberg's 
other pioneering interests were in the li-
brary, kindergarten, city parks, the forerun-
ner of Family Service of El Paso, and wel-
fare organizations. She and her husband, 
Ernest, were among organizers of Mt. Sinai 
Jewish Congregation in 1898. She died in 
1935. 
 
Mrs. Kohlberg’s children were three sons 
and a daughter, Walter, Herbert, Leo, and 
Mrs. Branch Craige, all deceased. Her 
grandchildren are Mrs. Leonard Goodman 
Jr. and Dr. Branch Craige, both of El Paso, 
and Dr. Ernest Craige of Chapel Hill, N.C.  
 
Dinner reservations may be made with Mrs. 
Carl Rosenbaum. Charles L. Hancock was 
chairman of the selection committee.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

WEST POINT FAILURE 
ANSON MILLS CONTRIBUTED 

TO EL PASO’S HISTORY 
EPT 11/16/84 

 
When Anson Mills arrived in El Paso by 
stagecoach, it was 1858 and the route he 
took from San Antonio was “infested with 
Indians.” The seven-day journey, he noted, 
was through “some of the most desolate 
country with Indians on all sides.” 
 
When he finally overlooked Franklin, as El 
Paso was then known, he thought it was the 
most pleasant sight he’d ever seen. The 
American side of the Rio Grande was named 
by the first postmaster, Franklin Coontz, af-
ter himself. While officially a town, it was 
“simply a ranch owned by Uncle Billy 
Smith,” Mills later said. Across the river, 
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where Mexican girls sold fruits and vegeta-
bles, was a town of 13,000. Now Juarez, it 
was then known as Paso Del Norte. 
 
For Mills’ contributions to the history of El 
Paso and the Southwest, he will be inducted 
into the El Paso County Historical Society 
Hall of Honor at a 6:30 p.m. Sunday banquet 
at the El Paso Country Club. Dinner tickets 
will be $17.50.  
 
Too humiliated to return home after failing 
at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 
he moved to El Paso where he became a 
surveyor and planner. One of his assign-
ments was to plot the first map of El Paso, 
for which he received $100 and four $50 
plots of land as payment. He chose the 
town’s name because of a break in the 
mountain chain through which the Rio 
Grande ran.  
 

 
Anson Mills rose through the ranks 

to brigadier general in the Union army. 
 
At the Civil War's outbreak, Mills enlisted 
in the Union Army, received a commission 
and rose through the ranks to brigadier gen-
eral. He returned to El Paso some 20 years 
after he left to fight in the Civil War.  
 

Mills’ army career was eventful, and he 
found himself chasing the Apache chief Ge-
ronimo into Mexico and leading fighting 
expeditions against the Sioux. He was 
guarding Sioux villages when Gen. George 
S. Custer was killed 14 miles away.  
 
Born in Indiana in 1834, Mills was fascinat-
ed by his mother's weaving. This early fas-
cination would payoff, for he designed and 
patented a cartridge belt that was lighter 
than traditional cartridge boxes carried by 
soldiers. Its use was adopted by the U.S. 
Army and many foreign armies and he be-
came a wealthy man. Though he frequently 
traveled to the East on business, he main-
tained property in El Paso.  
 
After his military career, Mills returned to El 
Paso. He built the Mills Building on the Pla-
za in 1912. At 12 stories tall, it was El 
Paso’s tallest building. 
 
He was appointed American boundary 
commissioner for the settlement disputes 
arising over the Rio Grande River’s mean-
derings on the Mexico/Texas borders, an 
appointment he resigned in 1914. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

Around El Paso 
By RUBY BURNS 

El Paso Times 
Ostrich plumes, unfurled, umbrellas, laces 
and satins were worn by the El Paso women 
taking part in the Historical Society’s cere-
monies Wednesday afternoon as they repre-
sented El Paso of the 1880s. No less elegant 
were the menfolk with their high hats, silk 
cravats and diamond stickpins. 
 
Chris Fox and Paul Heisig presided at the 
ceremonies attendant on placing the mule-
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drawn streetcar in San Jacinto Plaza. Alt-
hough not all were in early-day costume, 
most of the pioneer families of the city were 
represented at the affair.  
 
Taking part in the affair in colorful costumes 
were Mrs. W. W. Schuessler, first president 
of the Historical Society and her three chil-
dren, Betty, Bobby and Barbara. Dr. 
Schuessler rode with the Sheriff's Posse in 
the parade. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Heid, Mrs. C.M. Newman, 
Mrs. T.W. Lallier, Joe Goddell and Cleo 
Calleros were among those wearing cos-
tumes of pioneer days. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HOW AND WHY EL PASO 
IS BEING 'DISCOVERED' 

5/18/79 
 
The assembling of interesting events and 
attractions for ‘Discover El Paso’ Day is a 
story in itself. Happily, it’s a story of El 
Pasoans proud of their city, anxious to show 
it to visitors, fully appreciative of its many 
advantages and pleasures for residents.  
 
The Discover El Paso Association informs 
local persons of available facilities, citing 
specifics—locations, times and seasons of 
each attraction. 
 
In order to accomplish the goal of educating 
El Pasoans themselves in what the area of-
fers, this series of displays and informational 
materials of varied types are developed.  
 
The diversity of interesting and educational 
attractions is emphasized, to residents as 
well as to tourists and visitors. Although 
well known in the city, many such attrac-

tions as Mount Cristo Rey, the Chamizal, 
the El Paso Zoo, Indian Cliffs Ranch, Tigua 
Indian Reservation, the Magoffin Home, 
Sunland Park and numerous others that 
make up Discover El Paso Association, have 
never been visited by many longtime resi-
dents as well as newcomers.  
 
Many members feel that the recreational 
possibilities of the area are not being fully 
utilized by residents. These civic-minded 
individuals organize and staff the displays 
you will be seeing at Bassett Center’s Dis-
cover El Paso Day.  
 
It will be easy to see, after viewing the in-
formational and educational displays at Bas-
sett, why thousands of tourists and conven-
tion delegates enjoy their visits to the twin 
cities of El Paso and Juarez each year.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
TO HONOR 2 EL PASOANS 

By Maribel Villalva 
El Paso Times 

10/26/99 
 
Richard W. “Dick” Mithoff and Leonard 
“Nardo” A. Goodman Jr. were good friends 
in their days at Austin High School.  
 
And through their jobs, their families and 
their love for El Paso, their lives intertwined 
several times.  
 
Goodman passed away in 1995, yet their 
paths continue to cross.  
 
The two men will be inducted into the El 
Paso County Historical Society’s Hall of 
Honor at a banquet Nov. 7 in the Camino 
Real Hotel. 
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Mary Hellums, chairwoman of the selection 
committee, said the two honorees exemplify 
what the society is all about—recognizing 
the people and events that have been crucial 
to the constant evolution of El Paso .  
 
I’ve known both of them and they are two 
outstanding men," Hellums said. 
 

 
Goodman 

The organization, with about 900 members, 
began its Hall of Honor in the mid-1960s. 
Past honorees include Jose Cisneros, Maes-
tro Abraham Chavez, Myrna Deckert and 
the late Peter de Wetter.  
 

 
Mithoff 

As a member of the Historical Society, 
Mithoff has attended several induction din-
ners in past years, but he said he never 
thought he’d be one of the honorees. 
 
“It was a genuine surprise,” he said. “It’s a 
very prestigious honor to be included with 
such outstanding citizens and civic leaders.” 
 
Mithoff is most recognized as the former 
president of Mithoff Advertising. He took 
over the business after his father’s death in 

1960 and retired in 1993. His involvement 
with city businesses and nonprofit organiza-
tions is widespread. Among the organiza-
tions are the Advertising Federation of El 
Paso, the El Paso Better Business Bureau, 
the Sun Carnival Association and KCOS 
Public Television. 
 
“I like to stay active,” Mithoff said. “I want 
to return something to the community be-
cause it’s been very good to us. We've lived 
a very good life here,” he added, referring to 
his wife, Frances Maas Mithoff. 
 
Eleanor Goodman, Nardo Goodman's wid-
ow, said her husband’s induction is well de-
served, not only for his hard work, but also 
for his love of El Paso. 
 
“My husband was very proud of his com-
munity,” Goodman said. “He felt very close 
to the city and worked hard to see it im-
proved.” 
 
Since his college days, Goodman worked 
with John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance 
Co.  
 
He was heavily involved with UTEP pro-
jects and other organizations such as the 
YWCA, the El Paso Symphony Orchestra, 
the El Paso Museum of Art, the Catholic 
Diocese of El Paso and the Del Norte Jewish 
Historical Society. But Eleanor Goodman 
said her husband always was most proud of 
his efforts with the Sun Carnival Associa-
tion.  
 
Make plans  
► What: El Paso County Historical Society 

Hall of Honor Banquet.  
► When: 7 p.m. Nov. 7.  
► Where: Camino Real Hotel.  
► How much: $35.  
► Reservation deadline: Nov. 3.  
► Information: 845-8032 or 566-4065.  
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* * * 
 
 

 
HISTORICAL FILM COMMITTEE—
Joint El Paso Historical Society and El Paso 
Color Camera Club members put finishing 
touches on historical film to be shown at the 
society's meeting at 7 p. m. Thursday in El 
Paso Public Library Auditorium. The film 
culminates a two year effort of El Paso 
Camera Club members in selecting suitable 
early marker and monument sites of early El 
Paso history. Left to right, seated: Mrs. 
Harvery Meston, Mrs. Marvin Kelley, Mrs. 
George Brunner and Mrs. Ralph Guilliams. 
Standing: Cleofas Calleros, M/Sgt. Marvin 
Kelley, Harvev Meston. president of El Paso 
Camera Club; Paul A. Heisig Jr., president 
of the society; Dr. George Brunner, M/Sgt. 
Ralph Guilliams and Marlin Harris, KROD, 
narrator.                     -(Times Staff Photo)  
 

E.P. HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SCHEDULES PICTURE PROGRAM 

 
Two years of picture taking will be climaxed 
by a special program to be presented by the 
El Paso Historical Society at 7:30 p. m. Jan. 
26 in the Maude Sullivan room of El Paso 
Public Library.  
 
Ninety colored slides, chosen, from hun-
dreds of historical pictures, will be shown 

with a musical background and a tape re-
cording commentary.  
 
The program will be under direction of the 
society’s Monuments Committee, headed by 
Mrs. George Brunner, and the El Paso Color 
Camera Club.  
 
Persons co-operating in arranging the pro-
gram are M/Sgt. and Mrs. Marvin Kelley, 
M/Sgt. and Mrs. Ralph Guilliams, Dr. and 
Mrs. George Brunner, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Meston, Maj. Frances Brand of Mexico 
City, and Cleofas Calleros. 
 
The pictures will be made available to the El 
Paso school system to familiarize pupils 
with the rich history of the Southwest, Paul 
Heisig, society president, said. 
 
The first edition of the El Paso Historical 
Society quarterly will be given out at the 
meeting to paid up members. The format 
was designed by Jose Cisneros. Members of 
the editorial committee are Dr. Eugene Por-
ter, Frank Feuille and Joseph Leach.  
 
Mrs. Willard W. Schuessler, vice president, 
will be in charge of the social hour that will 
follow the program. Mrs. T.W. Lanier, 
membership chairman, will sell member-
ships which are open to the public/ 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
TO PUBLICIZE MISSIONS 

 
A project to acquaint the people of El Paso 
and the Southwest with the history of the 
early Catholic missions and other historical 
spots in this area, is being undertaken by El 
Paso Historical Society, Paul A. Heisig, 
president, said Monday. 
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The mission project and several of the others 
are included in the group’s part in the cele-
bration of the 75th anniversary of the com-
ing of the railroad to El Paso. This celebra-
tion is scheduled for April and May. 
 
Heisig, who is serving his serving his second 
term as head of the group, pointed out that 
few people actually know that the mission in 
San Elizario, Ysleta, Socorro, Juarez and 
Guadalupe, Mexico, are the oldest in the 
country. 
 
They pre-date the highly-publicized Califor-
nia’s missions by nearly 100 years, he said. 
 
The society is preparing bronze plaques 
which will be placed at the five missions. 
The plaques will explain in detail the entire 
history of their founding by whom, and the 
year they were established. Colorful cere-
monies will be arranged at each mission. 
 
The society, which was organized, two years 
ago to preserve and integrate into historical 
form the early history of El Paso and the 
Southwest, has just completed the filming 
and marking of approximately 105 historic 
spots in El Paso County, dating back to the 
13th Century. 
 
MADE SURVEY 
These spots, Heisig explained, were discov-
ered by a committee of which spent two 
weeks on a survey taking photographs and 
gathering data, The committee was headed 
by Mrs. George Brunner, and was assisted 
by M. Sgt. and Mrs. Ralph A. Guilliams of 
Ft. Bliss. 
 
The historical spots discovered by the com-
mittee included old cattle trails, Indian mas-
sacre sites, stage coach disasters, and fa-
mous gun battles. 
 

“All these places will be properly marked, to 
guide tourists,” Heisig said. 
 
Colored slides of the sites will be shown at 
the next meeting of the society this month in 
the Public Library.  
 
Heisig said the colored slides will be made 
available to all schools in the city to serve as 
an educational program. 
 
The society’s committee on Indians, Heisig 
said, is preparing markers paid for by the 
association describing the history of Indian 
marks found in the Hueco Mountains. The 
group, headed by Dr. Joe Leach, of Texas 
Western College, has placed direction signs 
throughout the Hueco Mountain areas to di-
rect tourists to these historical rocks. 
 
Heisig disclosed the association is making 
arrangements for a nation-wide television 
hookup of ceremonies commemorating the 
75th anniversary of the arrival of the first 
train in El Paso on May 19, 1881. 
 
The ceremonies will feature the presentation 
of a locomotive by the Southern Pacific 
Railroad to the City of El Paso The engine 
will be at the Union Station.  
 
High City dignitaries from El Paso and Jua-
rez will participate in the program to be held 
in May. 
 
Heisig announced the association also will 
take a prominent part in the centennial cele-
bration of the opening of the old Butterfield 
Trail route next year, and also has joined the 
New Mexico Pioneer Association in secur-
ing tape-recorded interviews from old-timers 
on turbulent incidents of the early period of 
the Southwest. 
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The society also is negotiating to secure the 
present City Hall as a permanent home of 
the association. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HONORS 
E1 PASO ARTIST 

 
El Paso artist Jose Cisneros Thursday night 
was named an honorary lifetime member of 
El Paso Historical Society at the group’s 
meeting in El Paso Public Library. 
 
Cisneros, cited for his untiring service to the 
society, joined Cleofas Calleros as an hon-
orary member.  
 
A capacity crowd of 225 persons was pre-
sent at the meeting and observed two films, 
one showing 105 historical spots in the El 
Paso area and the other entitled “This Is My 
Country.” 
 
Three bronze plaques, to be placed at the 
missions at Ysleta, Socorro and San Eliz-
ario. Texas, were displayed to the society by 
Calleros. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

2 EL PASOANS INDUCTED 
INTO HALL OF HONOR 

by Christina Pino-Marina 
El Paso Times   11/8/99 

 
Amid elegant tables decorated with bou-
quets of yellow daisies, 220 guests gathered 
at a Sunday night banquet to honor two El 
Pasoans who were inducted into the El Paso 
County Historical Society's Hall of Honor. 
 

Richard “Dick” Mithoff, an El Paso adver-
tising executive, and the late Leonard “Nar-
do” A. Goodman Jr., an insurance executive, 
were recognized at the society's 39th Hall of 
Honor banquet, which was at the Camino 
Real Hotel.  
 
Both were known for their community ser-
vice efforts and work directing boards of 
organizations like the YMCA, YWCA, the 
Greater El Paso Chamber of Commerce and 
the Sun Carnival Association.  
 
“So many friends have come to honor me 
tonight,” said Mithoff, who wore a tuxedo 
with a black and white polka-dotted bow tie 
and cummerbund. “I’m sorry (Leonard 
Goodman) isn't around to be honored. He 
was a great guy to work with and a great 
friend.” 
 
Mithoff was born in 1920 in LaPorte, Ind., 
and moved to El Paso to study at UTEP. In 
1946, he joined his father at Mithoff Ad-
vertising and remains active with the com-
pany, which serves such clients as State Na-
tional Bank, Azar Nut Co. and the Camino 
Real Hotel. 
 
He has been a member, patron and benefac-
tor of many civic and nonprofit organiza-
tions in El Paso. Mithoff has received nu-
merous awards, including Ad Man of the 
Year and the Humanitarian Award by the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews. 
As a member of First Presbyterian Church, 
he has served as elder, deacon and chairman 
of Christian education.  
 
Born in 1921 in El Paso, Goodman joined 
his father as an agent with the John Hancock 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. and eventually 
served as president of the John Hancock 
General Agents Association. He received 
many awards for ongoing service to his cli-
ents.  
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He also served as chairman of El Paso's City 
Plan Commission and president of the Sun 
Carnival Association. He assisted numerous 
civic organizations and was president of the 
YMCA board, director of the United Way, a 
member of the YWCA Metropolitan Advi-
sory Panel for more than 20 years and a di-
rector and president of the El Paso Museum 
of Art Association. He died in 1995.  
 
Frank McKnight, president of the El Paso 
County Historical Society, said the organiza-
tion has 850 members. The nominations can 
come from anyone in the community, he 
said, and a committee of five members 
chooses the winners each year. The honor 
has been awarded annually since 1961 to 
one living El Pasoan and up to two deceased 
El Pasoans.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MAGAZINE 
ALREADY IS COLLECTOR’S ITEM 

By BILL BIRCH 
10/27/60 

 
With the appearance this week of Password, 
publication of El Paso Historical Society, 
the fifth year of operation will be completed. 
And in that short time the magazine has al-
ready become a collector's item. 
 
When the first edition was published, it 
seems there were not enough copies made 
up, and now subscriptions are pouring in 
with requests for all back copies. The first 
two, however, are not available as most 
members refuse to give up their copies. 
 
While the publication got off to a slow start, 
it is now on its feet with a bright future, ac-

cording to its editor, Dr. Eugene Porter, of 
Texas Western College. 
 
By getting a shaky start, Dr. Porter did not 
mean that the publication did not have sup-
port—it had the support of the Women’s 
Department of the Chamber of Commerce-
but that contributions to the publication were 
few and far between. 
 
On top of that, Dr. Porter said he himself 
had no idea as to how to edit the publication 
when it first was started. 
 
Today, Dr. Porter pointed out he has more 
articles on hand than he will need to fill a 
year’s publication of the quarterly, more 
coming in and a feeling that the publication 
is respected in it: field throughout the nation.  
 
“When I was named to the editorial commit-
tee of the society I was not even sure what 
the duties were,” Dr. Porter said. 
 
“When I asked the president what he wanted 
the committee to do, ‘publish a magazine?,’ 
he said, ‘yes’.” 
 
Dr, Porter then wrote to various editors of 
similar publications throughout the country, 
and from the editors, garnered the idea of a 
popular written scholarship type magazine. 
 
Once the project was headed toward the 
channel the editor desired and a printing 
contract with a local printer had been set up, 
'the publication began. 
 
The cover, depicting six profiles symbolic of 
the men who pioneered the West in a circle 
around a picture of Mt. Cristo Rey, was de-
signed by El Paso Artist Jose Cisneros. 
 
The society awarded Cisneros a life mem-
bership for his efforts in designing the cover.  
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WON AWARD  
The first year of publication Dr. Porter en-
tered it in a contest sponsored by the Ameri-
can Society of State and Local History and 
won a first place award. 
 
“Since then, I have not entered it in another 
contest,” Dr. Porter said, “although I am 
sure it could win.” 
 
The name Password was suggested by Dr. 
Joseph Leach, also of TWC, Dr. Porter said. 
The suggestion came at a “brainstorm” 
meeting of the committee. It stands for word 
of the pass, symbolic of the meaning of El 
Paso.  
 
The publication is subscribed to by the Li-
brary of Congress, Columbia University, 
New York Public Library and Yale Univer-
sity in addition to members of the society 
and other groups in the nation, Dr. Porter. 
 
All members of the society receive the pub-
lication once they pay the $5 membership 
fee Dr. Porter said. Membership is open to 
all comers, he said. 
 
Contributors are asked to hold stories to an 
area of West Texas, South New Mexico and 
Arizona, Dr. Porter said. Contributions are 
made by various member of the TWC staff 
and other persons in the area who have re-
searched the history of the area. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

PASS OF NORTH MONUMENT SET 
AT 1961 PROJECT 

1/27/61 
Erection of a monument to mark the Pass of 
the North is a 1961 project of the El Paso 
County Historical Society, Dr. Joseph 

Leach, newly installed president told mem-
bers last night.  
 
At present there are no signs or markers in 
the Pass, where the Rio Grande flows be-
tween mountains just west of El Paso, to 
identify it or suggest its importance as a his-
torical gateway.  
 
The Society also is planning a Hall of Fame, 
to honor distinguished EI Pasoans, living 
and dead, Dr. Leach reported. 
 
Name of the organization was changed from 
El Paso to El Paso County Historical Society 
by vote of members,  
 
Prizes for articles published in the Password, 
publication of the Society, were awarded as 
follows: Dr. Rex Strickland, $100; Mrs. Es-
telle Levy, $50; and Rex Gerald and Clyde 
Wise, who tied for third place, $25 each.  
 
Martin Campbell of Las Cruces, owner of 
the Amador Hotel, summarized the history 
of that century-old hostelry. It was built by 
his grandfather, Martin Amador, as a com-
bination hotel and social center which 
booked theatrical acts and entertained troops 
from nearby Army posts. The hotel now 
houses many historical relics.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
WRITTEN UP  

The history and organization of El Paso His-
torical Society will appear in the May issue 
of “History News,” publication of the Amer-
ican Assn. for State and Local History. 
 
The article’s author, Mrs. W.W. Schuessler, 
past first vice president and a director of the 
local group, was asked to present the infor-
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mation for the benefit of other societies in 
the U.S. 
 
The El Paso organization was singled out, 
Mrs. Schuessler said, because of its Award 
of Merit received last year for being an out-
standing local historical society. The article 
is intended to offer a plan from which other 
programs may be mapped, she said.  
 
El Paso Historical Society was an outgrowth 
of a civic project of, the Women’s Depart-
ment of the Chamber of Commerce in 1953-
54. Officers and directors were elected in 
April, 1954, and, before end of the organiza-
tional year, it was the largest historical soci-
ety in Texas with 540 members. 
 
According to the article, the society is still 
the “youngest and largest” with 730 mem-
bers now and a continuous membership 
drive.  
 
Accompanying the material were dedication 
pictures of the old Southern Pacific steam 
engine in front of Union Depot and the 
mule-drawn streetcar in San Jacinto Plaza, 
projects sponsored by the society. 
 
Pictures of plaques that have been presented 
also were sent.  
 
Mrs. Schuessler outlined immediate futures 
plans of the society, major of which is par-
ticipation in the Centennial celebration of 
the Butterfield Stage Coach Line next fall. 
 
 

* * * 

 
E.P. HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY SCHEDULES  
PICTURE PROGRAM 

EPHP   1/20/56 
 
Two years of picture taking will he climaxed 
by a special program to he, presented by the 
El Paso Historical Society at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 
26 in the Maude Sullivan room of El Paso 
Public Library.  
 
Ninety colored slides, chosen from hundreds 
of historical pictures, will be shown with a 
musical background and a tape recording 
commentary.  
 
The program will be under direction of the 
society's Monuments Committee, headed by 
Mrs. George Brunner, and the El Paso Color 
Camera Club.  
 
Persons co-operating in arranging the pro-
gram are M/Sgt. and Mrs. Marvin Kelley, 
M/Sgt. and Mrs. Ralph Guilliams, Dr. and 
Mrs. George Brunner, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Meston, Maj. Frances Brand of Mexico 
City, and Cleofas Calleros.  
 
The pictures will be made available to the El 
Paso school system to familiarize pupils 
with the rich history of the Southwest, Paul 
Heisig, society president, said.  
 
The first edition of the El Paso Historical 
Society quarterly will be given out at the 
meeting to paid-up members. The format 
was designed by Jose Cisneros. Members of 
the editorial committee are Dr. Eugene Por-
ter, Frank Feuille and Joseph Leach ..  
 
Mrs. Willard W. Schuess]er, vice president, 
will be in charge of the social hour that will 
follow the program. Mrs. T.W. Lanier, 
membership chairman, will sell member-
ships, which are open to the public. 
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* * * 

 
 

SOCIETY HONORS 
EL PASO ARTIST 

EPT 
El Paso artist Jose Cisneros Thursday night 
was named an honorary lifetime member of 
El Paso Historical Society at the group’s 
meeting in El Paso Public Library.  
 
Cisneros, cited for his untiring service to the 
society, joined Cleofas Calleros as an hon-
orary i member.  
 
A capacity crowd of 225 persons was pre-
sent at the meeting and observed two films, 
one showing 105 historical spots in the El 
Paso area and the other entitled “This Is My 
Country.” 
 
Three bronze plaques, to be placed at the 
missions at Ysleta, Socorro and San Eliz-
ario, Texas, were displayed to the society by 
Calleros. 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

Around El Paso 
By Ruby Burns 

EPT 
 
Miss Betty Brunner and her grandmother, 
Mrs. George Brunner, will be among the 
persons riding the old mule-drawn streetcar 
when it is paraded through downtown El 
Paso at 3 p.m. Wednesday. They will be 
wearing authentic costumes of the era when 
the first streetcar was in use here. For Betty, 
it will be a new and interesting way to cele-
brate her birthday (the 10th) and for her 
grandmother, it will recall the days when she 
rode in the streetcar as a little girl. 

 
Betty's great-grandfather was the late Judge 
Simon B.N Newcomb who presided over the 
25th U.S. District Court. in 1871 and her 
other great-grandfather was John Brunner, a 
merchant and city alderman. Her grandfather 
is Dr. George Brunner, a prominent El Paso 
physician and her other grandparents are Mr. 
and Mrs. Neal Grosheider of EI Paso. So 
Betty and her parents, Mr. and Mrs. New-
comb Brunner, have learned their El Paso 
history right in the family. 
 

READY FOR PARADE—Miss Betty Brun-
ner and her grandmother, Mrs. George 
Brunner, have donned the costumes they will 
wear Wednesday afternoon as they ride in 
the El Paso Historical Society parade. The 
occasion is especially important to Betty as 
she will be celebrating her 10th birthday 
anniversary.                   -(Photo by Canales)  
 
Restoration of the old streetcar and placing 
it in the San Jacinto Plaza with appropriate 
ceremonies is a project of the El Paso His-
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torical Society. Paul Heisig is president of 
the society.  
 

* * * 
 
 

 

 
 

GETTING INVOLVED 
EPHP   2/13/81 

 
El Paso County Historical Society wants to 
get more El Pasoans involved in their city.  
 
Mrs. R. T. (Sandra) Hoover Jr., member-
ship chairman, said, “We have a lot of new 
people in town who may want to join us and 
learn more about their community. And we 
want younger members, too, and active 
members. The Society is open to the pub-
lic.” 
 
SHE SUGGESTED interested persons con-
sider activities of the Society and the bene-
fits of membership: 
 
Gorman Memorial essay contest for junior 
high school students on historical subjects.  
 
Historical Memories Contest, open to all, 
but mostly senior citizens.  
 
Copies of The Password, a quarterly publi-
cation, edited by Nancy Hamilton.  
 
Sponsorship of Hall of Fame Banquet each 
year whereby one living person and one de-
ceased person are honored for contributions 
to the city.  

 
Quarterly meetings and programs.  
 
Supportative organization for the El Paso 
Museum of History, formerly Cavalry Mu-
seum.  
 
EL CONQUISTADOR newsletter, edited 
by Bud Newman, brings members up to date 
on activities.  
 
Members receive special prices on books of 
Southwest history, a project of Millard 
McKinney.  
 
A yearbook, being prepared by Dr. Hay-
wood Antone, will have a complete list of 
members, and the deadline for that is April 
1.  
 
The Society is also issuing a medallion to be 
offered for sale to the public commemorat-
ing 4 Centuries '81.  
 
Dues are only $15 a year. And those inter-
ested in joining may write to the Society at 
P.O. Box 28, El Paso, 79940.  
 
The next meeting will be held at 3 p.m. Feb. 
22 at the El Paso Museum of History, 12401 
Gateway West. Winifred Dowling will 
speak on What's so Terrific About EI Paso? 
Miss Gertrude Goodman is Society presi-
dent.  
 
 

* * * 
 

HISTORY 
El Paso Inc.   Nov. 9-15, 1997 

 
The El Paso County Historical Society in-
ducted Ellis O. Mayfield and Dr. Walter Na-
thaniel Vilas into its Hall of Honor at a ban-
quet Nov. 2 at El Paso Country Club. May-
field has practiced law in El Paso for 55 
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years and has been a leader in a long list of 
civic, charitable and educational activities. 
They include service as president of the 
symphony, El Paso Country Club's board, 
the Cancer Crusade and as vice chairman of 
the Public Service Board. In 1986 he was 
named UTEP’s Outstanding Ex-Student He 
and his wife Susan are the donors of the El-
lis and Susan Mayfield endowed chair at 
UTEP’s College of Business. He is currently 
assisting with UTEP’s Legacy campaign.  
 
 

 
John Rogers and Tom Lea 

 
Dr. Vilas was inducted posthumously, with 
the award accepted by Dale Jones, his great-
great granddaughter. Vilas was a physician 
who served as both city and county physi-
cian around the turn of the century. He also 
was involved in many of the city’s social 
and civic activities. He served as president 
of the Board of Health and the El Paso 
School Board and made many contributions 
in both health and education. He died in 
Stockton, Calif., in 1929 at the age of 81 but 

is buried in Evergreen Cemetery in El Paso. 
The Historical Society says Vilas might not 
be as well known as some of El Paso’s early 
gunfighters and madams, but “it was Dr. Vi-
las and others like him that set the pattern 
for the leaders of our city today.” 
 

Photos by Miguel Fenton 
 

 
Margaret Bloss and Margaret Dupont 

 

 
Jim and Betty Trifton and Alan Rash 
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Rosita Horwitz and Hilda Kitchens 

 

 
Richard Marshall  

 

 
Ellis Mayfield Sr. and Ellis Mayfield Jr. 

 

 
Wendy and Leigh Bloss  
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El PASO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
By Mrs. Willard Schuessler 
History News   May 1958 

[pages 53-54] 
 
(Established in 1954, the El Paso Historical 
Society has become one of the most dynamic 
local historical organizations in the South-
west. Last year the American Association 
conferred an Award of Merit upon the El 
Paso Historical Society for its vigorous 
fourfold program that includes quarterly 
meetings, restorations and the placing of 
p1aques, archival collections, and the publi-
cation of a quarterly journal. Mrs. Schuess-
ler, a founding member and now on the 
Board of Directors, tells how the organiza-
tion got started and about some of its future 
plans.)  
 
The history of El Paso is a fascinating story. 
Ever conscious of its Spanish, Indian and 
pioneer heritage, El Pasoans had, for many 
years, thought of establishing an historical 
society. In 1953, the Woman’s Department 
of the Chamber of Commerce, with a mem-
bership of 1200, undertook this responsibil-
ity as a project, of its civic improvement 
committee. 
 
Initial plans for the Society were developed 
in September, 1953, and the charter mem-
bers were enrolled on March 18 of the fol-
lowing year at the Department’s regular 
monthly meeting. The first official meeting 
of the El Paso Historical Society was held 
on the evening of April 26, 1954, with 123 
of its 273 members in attendance. During 
the ensuing months, the Woman’s Depart-
ment continued to recruit new members at 
meetings of El Paso’s service and social or-
ganizations. The newspapers cooperated 
with excellent publicity during this initial 
membership drive. By July 26, 1954, the 
Society could boast of 370 members. At that 
time, a goal of 750 charter members was set. 

It was during this meeting on July 26 that 
the Society elected its first Officers and 
members of the Board of Directors. Mrs. 
Tom Charles, author of Tales of Tularosa, 
and a resident of Alamogordo, New 
.Mexico, presented the first of a series of 
talks about regional history at the regular 
quarterly meeting on November 11, 1954. 
Since that time the membership of the So-
ciety has met every three month's to hear 
programs presented hy noted authorities on 
the history of our region. These programs 
have been presented not only by individual 
members of the Society, but by speakers 
from other parts of the El Paso-Southwest. 
 
At the present time, the El Paso Historical 
Society has a total membership, both indi-
vidual and institutional, of 730. Officers are 
elected for a one-year term beginning in 
January of each year: there is a rotating 
Board of Directors of 21 members. Seven 
new Directors are elected each year. The 
seven out-going Directors who have served 
their three-year term act as a nominating 
committee. 
 

 
Old Mandy pulling Number One 

 
As yet, the Society does not have a perma-
nent home. It meets in the evenings in the 
auditorium of the El Paso Public Library on 
the third Thursday in January, April, July 
and October. An average attendance of 200 
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people is present at each meeting. A social 
hour follows the meeting and program. 
 
Since its inception, the Society has under-
taken many projects designed to preserve 
and promote understanding of El Paso's his-
torical inheritance. On September 14, 1955, 
the Society presented to the people of the 
City of El Paso a restored mule-drawn 
streetcar and a cast-iron replica of Mandy, 
the mule which provided locomotive power 
for the streetcar until the coming of the elec-
tric trolley. From 1882 until 1902, Mandy 
pulled old Number One through the streets 
of El Paso and over a wooden bridge to the 
connecting line of Travia de Ciudad Juarez, 
Chihuahua, Mexico. The mule replica was 
donated to the Society by Oddfellow Lodge 
No. 284. At the dedication ceremonies, 
members of the Society dressed in clothes, 
reminiscent of that era. Immediately preced-
ing the dedication ceremonies, the restored 
mule car and the mule replica were escorted 
through the streets of the City by the Mount-
ed El Paso Sheriff’s Posse. Today the mule 
car is permanently located in the City’s Pla-
za in the heart of El Paso's business district. 
The Society provides for the maintenance of 
this monument and has erected a shelter to 
protect it from the elements. 
 
In February, 1956, the Society issued the 
first copy of its quarterly, the PASSWORD. 
This publication has served as a means for 
publishing important historical findings and 
research unearthed by members of the So-
ciety and other interested historians. This 
magazine has been a tremendous asset in 
helping us to obtain new members, as well 
as providing a needed link with many mem-
bers who cannot take an active part in our 
activities. PASSWORD is available only to 
the membership of the Society, and is rec-
ognized as a local historical publication of 
high quality. 
 

The Society has placed several plaques on 
historical sites and missions in the area. This 
is a continuing project as members· redis-
cover sites of historical importance which 
should be marked for future generations. On 
such occasions there is always an appropri-
ate ceremony, accompanied by newspaper 
pictures and articles. All such activities are 
noted in the quarterly. The Society has also 
taken pail in various Southwestern and Indi-
an celebrations. 
 
To celebrate the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
the coming of the railroad to El Paso, the 
Society presented to the people of El Paso a 
Southern Pacific steam engine in May of 
1956. Plans for this celebration required ap-
proximately two years preparation and nego-
tiations. The locomotive is displayed in a 
small park in front of the Union Depot, and 
its dedication was accompanied by a gala 
ceremony. At this celebration, officials of 
the Southern Pacific Railroad, dignitaries of 
the City of El Paso, Historical Society mem-
bers, and citizens of El Paso and the sur-
rounding area were present. Again members 
of the Society dressed in clothes of the ap-
propriate period and were invited by South-
ern Pacific officials to participate in a spe-
cial train ride through the City. The Fort 
Bliss 'Army Band furnished the music for 
the occasion and accompanied the members 
as they rode in coaches and on flatcars to 
publicize this important anniversary. In ad-
dition, the Society devoted the May, 1956 
issue of PASSWORD to the contributions 
which the railroads have made to our City. 
 
Today the Society is initiating many other 
important projects. 1953 will be another his-
torical anniversary year—the centennial of 
the Butterfield Stage Coach Line, and plans 
are underway for an appropriate celebration 
this fall. A coordinated program of historical 
research is being instituted, and a program 
for tape recording the reminiscences of the 
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area’s elderly citizens is now underway. 
There are so many things to catch up with 
and so many things to do in future years that 
the membership is looking forward to an 
ever-larger and stronger El Paso Historical 
Society.  
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