A STITCH IN TIME

Tour Tells El Paso's Living Past
By Mary Margaret Davis

Good Company
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Ghosts you can see—and some you can’t—will mingle at Sunday's tour of seven notable private residences in Sunset Heights. 

Sponsor of the public tour, from 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday, is the El Paso County Historical Society.

Tour tickets will be sold at all of the homes.
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Dena Hirsch Inside Bedroom

At 628 W. Yandell

Admission is $5 for adults and $2.50 for children. 

Refreshments will be served poolside at the home of Kerry and Holly Ellison at 717 W. Yandell. 
● The Ellisons live in a home built for early El Paso jeweler W.T. Hixon. Set at an angle to the corner, the buff brick house has three floors. The owners are restoring the house themselves, keeping such architecturally interesting items as built-in china cabinets, oak mantels and molding and a Tiffany lampshade that hangs above the dining table.
A butler’s pantry and the kitchen have been remodeled, but retain the original atmosphere of the home. 

Docents at the Ellison home will be Brainard and Cathy Parrish. 
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INEZ RUPE STITCHES AT 700 W. YANDELL . . . She works on turn-of-the-century needlework 

● At the home of Rod and Chris Davenport, 628 W. Yandell, one of the “ghosts” will be visible. Wearing a turn-of-the-century dress and picture hat, Dena Hirsch will greet guests in the home's vestibule.

Originally built for the Sigfried Aronstein family, the house features stained glass windows and oak paneling. Fireplaces—still in working condition—feature trim of marble and copper. Original light fixtures have been electrified, but the gas outlets and connections are still in place.

Docents at the Davenport home will be Betty Anne and Al Haag and Sylvia Lou and Joe Walsh. 

● Florence Cathcart Melby’s home at 800 W. Yandell is stuccoed with chipped marble, which has been painted white. The house is square, with a gabled front porch supported by two massive columns.
A curving staircase and the entry foyer bisect the lower floor, with living and dining rooms on opposite sides. Of particular interest in the foyer and dining room is the intricately carved frieze just below the exposed ceiling beams. 
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THE RESTORED PALMORE APARTMENTS, 519 PROSPECT . . . It was converted from a school in 1952

A greenery-filled sunroom at the rear of the house adjoins the formal living room. 

Docents at the Melby home will be Chula and Herb Marsh Jr. 
● Inez Rupe, a working “ghost,” will stitch away at a piece of authentic early 1900s embroidery in the home of Larry Fitzgerald at 700 W. Yandell. 

The Fitzgerald home is one of the oldest in Sunset Heights, and features a two-story staircase hall, with balustered balcony. Original crystal chandeliers and beveled, leaded glass interior doors are still in place, along with working steam radiators and wall sconces. 

The third floor was a ballroom and social entertaining room for guests in 1906, the year the house was finished. 

Docents at the Fitzgerald home will be Doug and Sally Borrett. 
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THE KERRY ELLISON RESIDENCE, 717 W. YANDELL . . . Three-story house is being remodeled

● The home of retired Army Gen. T.E. Fitzpatrick and his wife. Gabrielle, at 1201 Prospect has known but three owners. It was designed and built by architect Ewing Waterhouse in 1939 for the original owner, Enrique Flores.
The Fitzpatrick house is on the Historic Register of Landmark Homes. Built of adobe, it has stucco-coated exterior walls 18 inches thick. 

Although the exterior remains essentially the same, the interior of the house was completely remodeled for contemporary living by its second residents, the Rev. H. Eugene Myrick and Donald Mulhern.

Docents at the Fitzpatrick home, will be Nancy and Dr. Richard Loiselle. 

● Cheryl and Kent Halla are restoring their home at 718 Prospect. The house was commissioned in 1913 by Victor Caruso, who had come to El Paso to flee a revolution in Mexico in 1911.
Eight Ionic pillars support the porch of the flat-roofed house, which is of brick with a stone foundation. An extension of the porch covers the driveway, permitting guests to enter directly from· cars. 

Only the dining and living rooms of the Halla home will be open for this tour. 

Stained glass skylights alternate with beams in the dining room ceiling. Living room highlights are leaded glass French doors and a wall unit with matching mantel, baseboards and window frames. 

Docents at the Halla home are Andrew and Cathy Ulmer. 

● The Palmore, a California mission-style complex at 519 Prospect, is owned by a syndicate composed of attorneys Bobby Perel and Steven Bercu, and Michael, Chesley and John Sedgwick Karr and their sister, Stephanie Karr Dodson. 

The Karrs’ parents, John and Joyce Karr, live nearby and have supervised the in-progress restoration of the building and grounds. 

The property is the first apartment building to have been designated under El Paso’s Historic Landmark Ordinance.
It was operated by educator Servando Esquivel as the Palmore Academy until its conversion to 14 apartments in 1952.
'Three apartments will be open on the tour. 

Docents at The Palmore will be the Karr family.

Eight Ionic pillars support the porch of the flat-roofed Halla house at 718 Prospect, which is of brick with a stone foundation. An extension of the porch covers the driveway, permitting guests to enter directly from cars. 

* * *
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