
Farah, Hana   - 1 - 

Southwesterner In Focus 
CO-FOUNDER OF LOCAL CLOTHING 

FIRM SHARES INTEREST IN IT, 
HER FAMILY 
EPT   3/15/70 

 
When you go to call on Hana Farah, she is 
waiting to greet you at the open doorway of 
her apartment. It is a typical gesture, for be-
ing a supremely natural person, it would 
simply never occur to her that a woman of 
wealth and prestige might require the maid 
to open the door to expected visitors. 
 
Her look from dark eyes is quick and direct 
and her handclasp firm. “Come in, come in,” 
and she ushers you into the living room of 
her high-rise apartment.  
 
She has a dignity of bearing unusual in short 
women and she is wearing a becoming green 
toned hostess gown. Her hair, no longer 
dark, is beautifully thick and worn in a be-
coming, short coif. Her skin is smooth and 
creamy· with only a few lines that tell you 
she is . . . fifty maybe? She is seventy-four. 
 
And she is a little uneasy because she shuns 
publicity. So first off she raises a warning 
finger. “I want you to know that my part in 
all this has been greatly exaggerated.” 
 
BEGAN IN 1920  
By “all this,” she means of course, the spec-
tacular rise of the Farah Manufacturing Co. 
which began in 1920 as a husband and wife 
team with five employees making shirts in a 
small, rented store on San Francisco street, 
to today’s still-growing multimillion dollar 
concern. Today Farah has three main plants 
in El Paso, one in San Antonio, and is the 
world’s largest manufacturer of men’s casu-
al and dress slacks. She is co-founder of the 
company, served for many years as a vice 
president and only just retired as a director. 

Frankly, it would be hard to exaggerate her 
“part in all this.” 
 
Mansour (Frank) Farah had known Hana’s 
parents, the Rev. and Mrs. M. Abihider, in 
the same small Lebanon village where both 
were born. After Father Abihider, a priest in 
the Greek Orthodox Church, was called to 
serve in Massachusetts, Frank went to visit 
them. At that time he owned a hay business 
and dry goods store in Las Cruces, N.M. 
Friendship was renewed and family ties 
bonded by his and Hana's marriage.  

HANA FARAH 
Hana has never changed her first impression 
of the Southwest. “I loved it! This is won-
derful country.” Both Farah sons, James and 
William, were born in Las Cruces before the 
family moved to El Paso in 1920 to start 
Farah Manufacturing Co.  
 
Of those early days Hana says, “I watched 
the workmanship and production to make 
sure every shirt was perfect. Frank was jani-
tor, cutter, bookkeeper, traveling salesman, 
and yes, he was an inventor, too . . . oh, he 
was EVERYBODY! I came down only half 
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a day. The boys were small. They needed 
me and I needed them.” 
 
FAITH UNSHAKABLE  
In spite of the usual struggles that attend a 
small, growing business, and some unusual 
ones (there were three major robberies in 
those early years), Hana’s faith was unshak-
able. “I had no doubts,” she says firmly, 
“because every day was better than yester-
day. I never was afraid.” For her faith is a 
mainstay. “We have to have faith, religious 
faith and faith in ourselves. And you have to 
try.” 
 
The little family was a close one. Mrs. Farah 
recalls that when the boys were small, her 
husband would help her dry the dishes. 
When the boys were old enough, they took 
their turns washing and drying. 
 
From home responsibilities to family busi-
ness responsibilities was a natural step for 
the Farah sons and upon Frank Farah’s death 
in 1937, Jimmy and Willie were already able 
young businessmen, well fitted to take over 
management of the company. 
 
During World War II, Farah shut down all 
its peacetime production and converted to 
manufacturing fatigue uniforms for the Ar-
my. Hana recalls with bright-eyed pleasure 
the day when Farah was awarded the Army 
"E" for efficiency and excellence. 
 
One of her proudest recollections is her trip 
to New York when Farah. Manufacturing 
Co. stock was listed on the New York Stock 
Exchange. The family, officers and directors 
of the company appeared at the Exchange at 
the appointed time for the announcement 
that Exchange officials make when a new 
stock is admitted for listing. Naturally, Hana 
started out on the floor with all the officers 
and directors in the party. A distressed Ex-
change official told her that no women were 

ever permitted on the trading floor. But he 
was overruled when another official pointed 
out, “Mrs. Farah is not only a vice president, 
she is cofounder of the company.” So Hana 
Farah is possibly the first women ever to set 
foot in that hallowed area of finance. 
 
There are good memories. There are tragic 
ones. The sudden death of Jimmy Farah in 
1964 was a blow hardly to be borne. But 
even with tears, “you have to go on,” and 
Hana only accelerated her devotions to her 
family. Her apartment is a gathering place at 
least once a week for dinner with her grand-
children. 
 
LIMITS WORK  
Today she limits her active work in the business to 
three or four hours each day helping in the main plant 
medical clinic. (Farah maintains, at no cost to its em-
ployees, fully staffed clinics in each of its plants), 
directing employees to treatment rooms or the op-
tometrist or pharmacy. 
 
“I love to see people, and when you work with them 
for so long you become friends.” And she adds with-
out reservation that, “If it wasn't for them, especially 
the older workers, we wouldn’t be where we are 
now.” 
 
She has sympathy with and understanding of the 
problems of working mothers and says, "If they have 
to work, God bless them and more power to them . . . 
I think they’re wonderful. And I know it is hard to 
come home from work and keep house and be pleas-
ant."  
 
She knows the problems first hand, and perhaps that 
is a clue to one of the most remarkable things about 
her: the fact that in days of strident, often hysterical 
feminism, Hana Farah has achieved with quiet, wom-
anly dignity many “firsts” as a respected business 
woman without ever losing her beauty as wife, moth-
er and trusted friend. 
 

* * * 
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