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Three of El Paso’s oldest inhabitants, the 
alligators residing in San Jacinto Plaza, can 
be classed as hardly pioneers, not only 
because of their age, but also because of 
their physical endurance. 
 
None of the reptiles are natives of El Paso, 
however, having been imported here as far 
back as 1890. According to Carl Longue-
mare of Ysleta, the alligators were sent to A. 
Munsenberger, local mining engineer as a 
joke by a friend from Louisiana.  
 
Munsenberger received the animals, 
originally numbering six, in a small box. 
Not knowing what to do with the reptiles, 
Munsenberger and Longuemare’s father, 
Charles Longuemare, called on the mayor, 
C.R. Morehead, and presented them to the 
city to be placed in San Jacinto pond.  
 
The three remaining of the original alligators 
have been joined by a younger one, a male, 
who was brought to the city about five years 
ago as an infant. 
 
Since the majority of the original six died, or 
were killed, numerous small ones have been 
imported but have disappeared, Park 
Commissioner Hugo Meyer said.  
 
“There is a possibility that the older ones 
have eaten them, although they may have 
been stolen,” Meyer explained. 
 
For some reason, none of the eggs laid by 
the two female alligators hatch, thereby 
necessitating the importation of the San 
Jacinto inmates. The reptiles eat for only 
five months of the year, and hibernate the 
rest of the year, beginning in March. 

 
The alligators have survived numerous 
attempts on their lives and are a constant 
butt of the rather distorted sense of humor 
prevalent among people who “tip the 
bottle.” 
 

 
A BARREN SAND LOT in 1880, and six 
alligators which were sent to El Paso as a 
joke, combined to produce the alligator 
pond in San Jacinto Plaza, one of the city's 
tourist attractions. Top picture shows part 
of the Plaza in 1888, with the Sheldon 
Block and Federal Building (left). Lower 
picture is another view of Plaza, taken 
about 1895, looking north from Custom 
House. The bandstand, where the famous 
McGinty Band gave semi-weekly concerts 
during the summer months, is at left 
center.  
 
Longuemare recalled that about 15 years 
after the original alligators were brought 
here, two young members of prominent 
families got drunk and decided to have some 
fun, firing at the animals with six shooters. 
They were arrested before they could do any 
harm, however, and the story was properly 
headlined in the local gazette.  
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There was another occasion about five years 
ago when a group of pranksters decided to 
transfer one of the older alligators to their 
room in the St. Regis Hotel. The alligator 
was returned when the joke was discovered.  
 
Still another time, four months ago, one of 
the females was badly beaten up and some 
of its hide cutoff by an unidentified soldier 
who had had more than his limit of drinks. 
The alligator would not eat for a long 1ime 
after being wounded, but now is doing fine. 
 

 
SAN JACINTO PLAZA’S alligator pond in 
1923 was set against a different 
background. The plaza trees, not so large as 
now, did not cut off the view of the old 
Federal Building, First National Bank 
Building, Sheldon Hotel and Mills Building, 
left to right in rear.  
 
Altogether, the ancient reptiles have meant a 
lot of headaches to Commissioner Meyer. 
who remarked, “It’s a good thing they’re 
such tough individuals.” 
 
So it seems that San Jacinto Plaza, which 
was named in commemoration of the 
famous Texas battle, is still the scene of 
much activity. Formerly a place where El 
Paso families could enjoy a pleasant evening 
concert by the McGinty Band or listen to 
heated political campaign speeches, it is 
now the place to wait for a bus and where 
curious passersby, as their predecessors did, 
pay a visit to the alligator!.  

 
* * * 

 
 
 


