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Southwesterner In Focus 
DEVOTION TO BEAUTY, 

DEDICATION CHALLENGES, 
INSPIRES EP ARTIST 
By Barbara Funkhouser 

Times Entertainment Editor 
EPT   2/23/69 

 
Devotion to beauty and dedication to the 
challenge of always doing better are the ma-
jor components of Mrs. Zilpha Heid’s phi-
losophy as a creative artist. 
 
Widely recognized as a member of El Paso’s 
art community, Mrs. Heid is equally well-
known for her other activities as part of that 
segment of the population that has provided 
the “backbone” of El Paso for many years. 
 
Her late husband, Joe, was one of three 
brothers whose lumber, feed and seed busi-
ness served the Southwest for several dec-
ades. The Heids were born in El Paso and 
Mrs. Heid, born in Ohio, met her future hus-
band after she had attended New Mexico 
State University and was working as a secre-
tary for Frank Murchison in the old First Na-
tional Bank. 
 
However, her art career was already on the 
way. 
 
“I have been painting since I was a small 
child, starting with drawing,” Mrs. Heid 
said. 
 
PAINTS PORTRAITS  
She studied in California before going to 
school in Las Cruces, N.M., and took up 
portrait painting 15 years ago. Now she spe-
cializes in portraits while also doing some 
landscapes and still lifes. 
 
Her major teacher in Los Angeles was 
George Winterburn and she has worked dur-
ing summer sessions under the direction of 

Joseph Silhavy of Houston. In El Paso she 
studied with Eloise Hobble to whom she 
gives great credit for the development of her 
ability in portraiture.  

MRS. ZILPHA HEID 
Mrs. Heid is a very warm and friendly per-
son who moves quickly, speaks frankly, is a 
gracious hostess and whose eyes sparkle 
brightly during conversations about art. She 
is more interested in the present than in the 
past and would seem to have an almost ideal 
approach while being a rather prolific artist. 
 
“Why do I paint? It is an urge to create 
beauty. I don’t play bridge—it would bore 
me to death. I like to play the organ, play the 
piano and paint. I also like to go places and I 
like people,” Mrs. Heid said. 
 
She said she might complete a portrait in a 
month or two, allowing plenty of time for 
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drying, and that she can turn out two or three 
miniature scenes in a day or two. 
 
SPIRIT MOVES HER  
"I paint only when the spirit moves me. I 
think anyone who grinds it out every day 
would be too commercialized. I never rush a 
portrait and I can copy anything I can see,” 
she said. 
 
Mrs. Heid was also definite in her dislike for 
abstract painting.  
 
“I want to know what I am looking at and I 
think most other people do too. I want to 
create beauty, to do that which will make 
people happy,” she said.. 
 
She paints only in oils and said she loves the 
smell. Her studio is a corner of her dining 
room, a light and cheerful corner with a 
large window through which she may see 
the beautiful trees in her yard at 8564 North 
Loop. 
 
“I can almost become unconscious when I 
paint, I forget to eat, I don’t hear the tele-
phone ring. But don’t let anyone tell you it is 
not hard work. I get awfully tired when I 
paint,” she said. 
 
Her home, once known as The Hideaway 
because of its many large trees, is Spanish 
style with red tile floors and beamed ceil-
ings. It is comfortably furnished with many 
antiques once belonging to her grandmother, 
others she has collected in her travels, and 
much hand-carved furniture from Mexico. 
Her pets, both dogs and cats, are friendly to 
visitors and to each other. 
 
WORK DISPLAYED  
She has her own work on display and it is 
also in many prominent places in El Paso 
because she has painted many important 
people. For example, her portrait of Gen. 

William Booth is hung in the Salvation Ar-
my’s Booth Memorial Home and her latest 
portrait, that of Lucile Dotson, is at Zach 
White School. 
 
She has a thick album of photographs of 
portraits she has completed. 
 
Her work is now on exhibit at Grigg’s Res-
taurant and in El Paso she is represented by 
the Birdcage Gallery and the Country Work-
shop. She had a recent show at the Woman’s 
Club of El Paso and at the Desert Hills and 
these followed dozens of solo and group ex-
hibits. She has received several awards in 
tried shows sponsored by El Paso Art Asso-
ciation. 
 
“I am never exactly happy with what I pro-
duce on canvas. I always feel that I can do 
better the next time. This ·s my challenge, 
and it works,” Mrs. Heid said. 
 
She is always busy because in addition to 
painting and music, Mrs. Heid is a member 
of El Paso Art Museum Association, El Paso 
Art Association, Woman’s Department of El 
Paso Chamber of Commerce of which she is 
a former chairman-director; Woman’s Club 
of El Paso, Pan American Round Table, and 
El Paso Historical Society of which she is a 
charter member. 
 
Mrs. Heid has many interests and is, thus, a 
most interesting person.  
 

* * * 
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