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Southwesterner In Focus 
CHAMIZAL MANAGER TO FACE 

HUMAN AND ENGINEERING 
PROBLEMS ON JOB 

By Hugh Morgan 
EPT Sundial   6/28/64 

 
Crawford Kerr has many qualifications, but 
there is one in particular, that comes in 
handy for his job as project manager for the 
Chamizal. Kerr is a professional in every 
sense of the word: He can deal with human 
problems ass easily as engineering equa-
tions. 
 
A career officer with the U.S. section of the 
International Boundary and Water Commis-
sion, Kerr has directed all the preliminary 
preparations for implementing the interna-
tional treaty. Actual work will begin in the 
near future as soon as funds are made avail-
able by Congress. 
 
Kerr is facing more, responsibilities than the 
Rio Grande has curves. 
 
He must see that the 630 acres of land in 
South El Paso and near Cordova Island are 
purchased so they can be exchanged to Mex-
ico; that additional land is obtained for U.S. 
projects which will be done in conjunction 
of the treaty; that the 1,150 families leave 
their homes for similar places in El Paso; 
and that the railroad tracks, the Rio Grande 
channels, the Franklin Canal, and port of 
entry facilities are relocated. 
 
HOUSING LIST  
The preparations are elaborate. The bounda-
ry commission has, for instance, made a 
survey of· the adjacent areas to find out if 
there are adequate apartments and vacant 
houses to accommodate the people. There 
are enough to do so. 
 

Kerr’s staff has this list available for persons 
who wish to check. 
 
Kerr’s background fits him for his present 
job. 

CHAMIZAL MANAGER—Crawford Kerr, project 
manger for the Chamizal, stands before a map of the 
area which will be transferred from El Paso to Mexi-
co to settle a boundary dispute. Also in the treaty, the 
U.S. and Mexico will exchange some property.—
(Times Staff Photo)  
 
He was born in Davilla, small town in cen-
tral Texas, but he spent, most of his youth in 
Lampasas, and graduated from high school 
there in 1914. 
 
He worked at various jobs mostly construc-
tion until 1918. That year he married. Edith 
Moore, of Rogers, Tex.; his boyhood sweet-
heart and also joined the U.S. Navy. 
 
He served as a radio operator until 1919 
when he received his discharge. 
 
He and his wife then came to El Paso be-
cause of her health. 
 
Kerr immediately went to work for the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation as a surveyor. He 
had no trouble mastering engineering prin-
ciples and he was promoted to inspector, 
field engineer, construction engineer and 
assistant civil engineer. 
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During his work for the Bureau of Reclama-
tion, he was one of the main engineers 
working on the construction of drainage and 
irrigation canals for r the Rio Grande Pro-
ject. 
 
In October, 1927, Kerr went to: work for the 
boundary commission as assistant engineer. 
Again because of his ability, he continued to 
earn promotions. He became an associate 
engineer, superintendent of operations and 
maintenance, superintendent of construction, 
chief of operations, and construction man-
agement engineer. 
 
From 1934 until 1942, Kerr was in charge of 
the engineering construction for the Rio 
Grande Rectification Project, which he says 
set the precedent for the exchange of territo-
ry which is part of the Chamizal Treaty. A 
portion of Cordova, Island will be trans-
ferred from Mexico to the U.S. in exchange 
for certain land, not involved in the original 
Chamizal dispute. 
 
In the rectification project, the river was 
straightened 1n an 86-mile stretch from El 
Paso east to Box Canyon. Since the river is 
the official boundary between Texas and 
Mexico, it was necessary to swap land at 
various places in the project. 
 
Before being assigned to the Chamizal this 
year, Kerr was chief of operations and 
maintenance for all constructed projects of 
the boundary commission from San Diego, 
Calif., to Brownsville, Tex. 
 
These projects are many. Rio Grande Cana-
lization Project between El Paso and Caballo 
Dam, Falcon Dam near Laredo, and the 
Lower Rio Grande Flood Control Project are 
just a few. 
 
Kerr and his wife have three sons, Crawford, 
William P. and Lawrence, all of El Paso, 

one daughter, Mrs. E.J. Treat of Roswell, 
N.M., and ten grandchildren. 
 
A member of Trinity Methodist Church, he 
belongs to the Masonic Lodge. 
 
Kerr’s hobby is growing flowers. It gives 
him a chance to get out into the open, to ex-
ercise and to relieve tension. 
 
The hobby must work, because it does not 
appear that Kerr ever had any tensions. He 
works in a calm, logical manner. He never 
seems in a hurry, but always gets things 
done. 
 

* * * 
 



Kerr, Crawford   - 3 - 

 


