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“I first came to Texas in about 1907 when 
my father moved his family from St. Joe, 
Mo., stopped in Orogrande, N.M., then 
moved to El Paso,” said Col. (ret.) John C. 
Light, state president of the Christian Men’s 
Fellowship. “We’ve been residents of the El 
Paso area since that time.” 
 
One of five children (two boys and three 
girls) John exhibits all the tenacity and grim 
determination of his Scotch-German ances-
try. His father, Robert C. Light, a carpenter 
by trade, living in Lebanon, Pa., met and 
married a young woman who had been left 
an orphan at the age of ten. Although she 
was raised by an uncle in Missouri, Mrs. 
Light was proud of her Scotch father who 
made his living by manufacturing sails in a 
New York harbor. 
 
The rolling hills around Orogrande first at-
tracted the itinerant family. They lived a 
year in this section of the country, becoming 
acquainted with many others who made their 
livings in the traditional pioneer occupa-
tions. John especially remembers a black-
smith in the little town who cut his hair with 
clippers. 
 
“I was only about two years old when we 
visited Mr. MacLaren,” he said with a 
chuckle. “He sat on a chair and I stood be-
tween his knees. He would run those had 
clippers up to the top of the head and lift 
them away. Usually they were not cleared of 
the hair. It felt like he was pulling all my 
hair out . . .” 
 

DECIDES ON CAREER  
Early in life, while still in high school, John 
decided on the Army as his career. He at-
tended Georgia Tech as a cooperative stu-
dent. This program helped him acquire an 
education during four week periods alternat-
ed with four weeks of work. He was gradu-
ated during the great depression of 1929, 
commissioned into the Army (into Army 
Ordnance), then called into the Army re-
serve as an officer in 1942, and finally inte-
grated to the regular Army in 1947. 

JOHN C. LIGHT 
He first served with the military mission to 
the Soviet Union. “With regard to the situa-
tion in Russia, we were in Moscow from 
July 1944 to Christmas day 1945. Most of 
the Russian men who were in Moscow dur-
ing this period were cripples or old men. 
The other men were still off to war. The on-
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ly American women on the scene were sec-
retaries and clerks with the embassy. 
 
“We could not take our families in. This was 
one of our problems. Generally speaking, 
however, I did not think the Russian people 
were a great deal different from the Ameri-
can people. They were a happy group and 
sang a lot. They enjoyed having a good time. 
But in Moscow, the seat of the government, 
people were rather hesitant to talk very 
much for they did not know whom they 
could trust.” 
 
The only church he knew in Russia was a 
Catholic mission ran by a rather outspoken 
little Irishman from New Jersey. The build-
ing in which he held his services belonged to 
the French. 
 
“One of our members, a captain who was 
primarily an interpreter by the name of Don-
cavish, married a Russian girl. I stood up 
with him. As best man I had to stand behind 
him and hold a crown over his head. I .stood 
there marching hither and yon around the 
room while the chanting and singing was 
going on. This occupied all of a 45 minute 
period and was perhaps the most outstanding 
event or my stay there. 
 
DELAYED EN ROUTE  
“But probably one of the most interesting 
experiences I had was coming out of Russia. 
We flew out on a Russian plane headed for 
Berlin. I had a diplomatic pouch almost as 
big as I was accompanying me. The Berlin 
airport was weathered in, so we flew on to 
Dresden, landed, and went into the control 
office there at the airport. I called Berlin and 
asked them to come and get me. 
 
“‘That is Russian territory! It is dangerous 
down there’ I was told. So I was left to my 
own devices in Dresden for two days and 
two nights. A Russian doctor, who was a 

specialist in the diseases of the silver fox, 
was on his way to a conference in London, 
accompanied by his wife. He was kind 
enough to take me under his wing. When the 
weather cleared, everything that had gaso-
line in it took to the air and flew to Berlin.” 
 
After leaving Russian territory he returned 
to the United States and was located at a gun 
factory or arsenal in Watervliet, N.Y., a city 
of 16,114 population. It is situated on the 
Hudson river, about six miles north of Alba-
ny. In the 1940’s, it was the seat of the U.S. 
arsenal for the construction, of siege, ord-
nance and field coast defenses, mainly a 
cannon factory. The arsenal was established 
about 1813 for the purpose of supplying 
small arms munitions. 
 
“The army back in those days had one inter-
esting major as a commanding officer. Con-
gress questioned him about planting Dutch 
elm trees on the arsenal grounds. He wrote 
Congress and told them that he was using 
the same authority he did to do everything 
else and if they did not like what he was do-
ing to write him a book of instructions and 
in the meantime to mind their own business. 
 
“And if the horseback rider from Washing-
ton did not get there in time with the payroll, 
the commanding officer would go into the 
local bank, get enough money to pay off the 
workers and carry on business as usual.” 
 
This arsenal system, established by army 
ordnance, was more or less along the lines 
of research and development, pilot building 
or manufacture to develop methods and es-
tablish once controls. 
 
“I went in there, to begin with, as the facili-
ties officer or post engineer, finally taking 
over the engineering office. We had a com-
manding officer who had been Gen. Camp-
bell’s executive officer during most of the 
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war. He anticipated that if the arsenal re-
ceived any money during peacetime it would 
be for the purpose of research and develop-
ment, Therefore he gave me the job of estab-
lishing a research department within the ar-
senal which they had not had prior to this 
time. We were there about two years. 
 
August 1948 found him in Washington In-
dustrial College of the armed forces and the 
National War College—joint colleges at-
tended by officers of all services located at 
Ft. McNair, Washington, D.C. Modern war-
fare places a heavy responsibility upon the 
military schools. Every soldier must learn to 
be a specialist of one kind or another. Only 
by constant schooling can the soldier keep 
abreast of the rapidly changing develop-
ments in his special field. 
 
ASSESS PROBLEMS  
The Industrial College was primarily devel-
oped for the purpose of knowing the prob-
lems of mobilizing for wartime and how to 
utilize industry, getting them into production 
as soon as possible. This is a nine months 
course, running from August through June. 
It operated prior to the war, ceased during 
the war, and opened up again in 1946. It has 
run continuously ever since. 
 
We did our work in groups, since the Indus-
trial College and the National War College 
are on the same grounds, we attended most 
of the morning lectures at the National War 
College. Our work was finished in June 
1949. 
 
“Next we were assigned to the Munitions 
Board. When the Korean shooting started, it 
was the responsibility of the Board to con-
trol materials. So we took the Army, Navy, 
and Air Force requirements, justifies them 
and defended them before the Civilian Mate-
rial Control Board.” 
 

He left Washington in 1952 for Theater 
Headquarters in Japan where all personnel 
reported for assignment. The Far East zone 
brought new impressions. 
 
“I went into Tokyo and got a little touch of 
the Japanese as they hurried and scurried in 
every direction on bicycles, motor scooters, 
everywhere all over the road, I wanted to go 
to Korea and get a glimpse of what was 
happening over there. I actually went on 
temporary duty and it gave me the oppor-
tunity to look around. 
 
“Most of the people you saw around were 
old folks, not doing anything—just sitting 
around. There was no activity anywhere and 
the contrast in the industry and push be-
tween those of Japan and Korea impressed 
me greatly. 
 
“Just prior to my going over there a commu-
nications zone had been established in Ko-
rea. The ordnance officer due to take the as-
signment was delayed en route and since I 
was in Korea it was easy for them to tell me 
just to stay there as the communications 
zone ordnance officer. 
 
“We had been there for some time when a 
man by the [name] of McCaune came into 
the organization as a major. He had lived in 
Seoul, Korea, since the age of six years, was 
educated in the Korean schools, later attend-
ing the University of Nebraska where he 
studied mining engineering. He returned to 
the Orient staying in this role. Being familiar 
with the Oriental culture he knew much 
about Korean background and history. Since 
the Japanese had burned most of the Korean 
books, he began teaching a class of Korean 
army officers, Korean history at night.” 
 
MOVE TO JAPAN  
After a year in Korea, the Lights moved to 
Japan during the summer of 1953 and re-
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mained two years. Leaving there in June 
1955 they came to the United States where 
he was assigned to a final job in the office of 
the Chief of Ordnance in Washington until 
his recent retirement age. 
 
He met his wife; Dorothy while stationed in 
Douglas, Ariz. as an employe of the gas 
company. She was teaching in the elemen-
tary school at the time. After their marriage, 
she accompanied him on many of his tours. 
 
MORE 
“I thoroughly enjoyed army life,” she remained. 
“I particularly liked meeting people and moving 
·to the different places. I have missed army life. 
It was very exciting. I was in Japan with Jack 
and all five children were with us. The oldest 
daughter graduated from high school there.” 
 
Each child was born in a separate place, Barba-
ra, now a teacher at Magoffin Elementary school 
was born in El Paso. Jack, a geologist, was born 
in Mississippi; Helen, a registered nurse at Hotel 
Dieu, was born in Tennessee; Susan in the ad-
vertising department at the Popular, was born in 
New York; and Rob, working at KELP-TV and 
a student at the University of Texas at El Paso 
was born in Walter Reed Army hospital in 
Washington, D.C. 
 
John Light is not just another retired army colo-
nel, but a man of verve. An elder in first Chris-
tian church, he was recently elected to his sec-
ond term as president of Texas Christian Men’s 
fellowship. He served as state vice president and 
district president before is election to the state 
positions. He resides with his wife and two 
younger children at 1508 Elm. 
 
Col. Light’s main interests from boyhood have 
been the army and the church. In contrasting the 
various roles of men in their several walks of 
life, Col. Light said, “I think, generally speak-
ing, you will not find there is much difference. 
Men behave more or less alike regardless of the 
walk of life or course in the army.” 
 

BECOMES REALITY  
Until now men’s direct involvement in the 
church has been considered a rarity, but then 
Col. Light and his cabinet made plans for 160 
men to participate in worship mission labs dur-
ing the Texas Men’s retreat in the fall of the 
year, the church found “Men undergirding Mis-
sion” had become a reality. The labs were con-
ducted on the six mission imperatives of the 
Christian church for the 1971-75 quadrennium. 
They are: Evangelism and Renewal, Leadership, 
World Order Justice and Peace, Ecumenical In-
volvement, Financing, Reconciliation. 
 
The Christian Men’s Fellowship actually has 
only one general meeting, which is the state re-
treat. The cabinet, comprised of the district pres-
idents and area vice presidents meet in the 
spring to do planning for the retreat which about 
300 men attend, In addition, the districts, and 
sometimes the bi-districts, hold their own re-
treats. In the El Paso area which is District No. 3 
the men hold a dinner meeting each quarter. 
During the past year Col. Light covered the 
fringes of Texas by attending district meetings in 
Amarillo, San Antonio, Corpus Christi and Tex-
arkana. 
 
“I get the impression that the men, generally are 
feeling the necessity of a revival or a renewal on 
the basis that the mission or the objectives of the 
Christian Men’s fellowship is to undergird the 
total program of the church.” 
 
When a man makes plans for a group of other 
men and uses his energies to travel across the 
state and nation many times during the year to 
exhibit his interests in men, it has to be someone 
with that extra element acquired by only a few 
known as enthusiasm. Col.-Light exhibits that 
quality. 
 
Outstanding trips during the 1970-71 period in-
cluded attendance at the World Convention of 
Christian Churches in Australia, where he at-
tended a Mass men’s meeting, a trip to Indian-
apolis in June and on to Louisville in October. 
Both the latter trips included meeting with the 
Advisory Council of Men’s Work. 
 

* * * 
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