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“There’s nothing like serving a session in 
the legislature to teach you about the history 
and needs of all sections of your state,” says 
Calla K. Evlar Wolfe of Las Cruces. She 
was elected to five terms as representative 
from Dona Ana County in the New Mexico 
state legislature from 1940-1950. 
 
“For every bill that’s proposed, you have to 
do research on previous bills and laws,” 
Mrs. Wolfe explains. “You have to dig into 
the history of the state to get the back-
ground. You learn about the problems and 
needs of other areas during sessions and also 
in committees and informal meetings with 
other legislators.” 
 
Mrs. Wolfe still maintains her interest in 
politics. She’s a member of the women’s 
group of the Democratic party and this year 
went as a delegate to the pre-primary con-
vention in Santa Fe. 
 
“An elected official must always work for 
the interests of the county or area which he 
represents,” Mrs. Wolfe says. “But at the 
same time he must work for the overall good 
of the state. It takes real doctrination some-
times to resist pressures from special groups 
and keep the ideal goals in sight.” 
 
Mrs. Wolfe, who also held the elective of-
fice of Dona Ana County School Superin-
tendent for four years (1930-34), is not a 
“born” politician. Her interest in politics be-
gan with her first marriage in 1914 to Albert 
S. Eylar, then El Paso County Judge, who 
had also served in the Texas legislature. A 
law graduate of Ohio State University, 
Judge Eylar moved to Del Rio and then to El 

Paso in 1896, where he became active in 
Texas political affairs. “His enthusiasm was 
contagious,” Mrs. Wolfe remarks. 

FOND MEMORIES—Mrs. Calla Eylar Wolfe, Las 
Cruces, former New Mexico state legislator, looks qt 
the album commemorating the Michigan State Uni-
versity centennial in 1957 which she attended. Mrs. 
Wolfe holds bachelor’s and master’s degree from 
MSU, has many ties there where her father taught 
engineering for over 30 years. 
 
TRANSFER INTEREST 
In 1915, when the Eylars moved to a farm at 
La Mesa, N.M., they transferred their inter-
est to Dona Ana County politics. Judge Ey-
lar, secretary of The Elephant Butte Irriga-
tion Board for many years, was killed in a 
train-auto accident near Vado in 1939. After 
she was elected to the legislature, Mrs. 
Wolfe was remarried in 1944 to Ulysses 
Grant Wolfe, an mining engineer and friend 
of her late husband, who had come with him 
from Del Rio to El Paso in 1896. She retired 
from office in 1951, shortly after the death 
of Mr. Wolfe. 
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In 1907 graduate of Michigan State Univer-
sity, Mrs. Wolfe majored in home econom-
ics. She was one of 11 girls in the universi-
ty’s 50th anniversary class and received her 
diploma from President Theodore Roose-
velt. She has a large framed picture of the 
event, showing the white-shirted Secret Ser-
vicemen stationed in trees around the out-
door platform from which President Roose-
velt delivered the Commencement address. 
 
After several years of teaching at Kansas 
State, she went back to Michigan State for a 
master's degree (1913) and to Gary, Ind., to 
teach in the U.S. Steel Company-sponsored 
school, an experimental 12-month work and 
class plan. It was there that she met Judge 
Eylar, who was visiting the Gary school sys-
tem to get ideas for El Paso High, then being 
constructed. 
 
“I’ve always I liked to keep busy,” Mrs. 
Wolfe says. In addition to her legislative and 
teaching experience, she worked four years 
(1952-56) as consultant on problems of the 
aging for the New Mexico Department of 
Public Welfare i in Santa Fe and was super-
visor of Home Economics for the El Paso 
Public Schools from 1923 to 1926. When 
she was at home on the La Mesa farm, she 
helped with the dairy business and kept a 
flock of 800 laying hens. 
 
For the past 10 years, she has made her 
home in Las Cruces, where she still keeps 
busy with club work and an occasional bit of 
campaigning for a favorite candidate around 
election times. 
 
Mrs. Wolfe is a charter and lifetime member 
of the New Mexico Farm and Livestock Bu-
reau, a, former Dona Ana County chairman 
of the Bureau (the only woman ever to hold 
the position) and a former state women’s 
chairman. She also holds membership in 
H.H. & Brook Extension Club, Progress 

Club, DAR, Altrusa, and Pan-American 
Round Table. The recipient of a special 
honors graduate medal from Michigan State 
University in 1946, Mrs. Wolfe is active in 
the MSU Alumni Association and has at-
tended several reunions in Lansing in recent 
years. 

OUTNUMBERED—Mrs. Wolfe, shown by arrow, 
was one of only 11 girls in the 1907 class at Michi-
gan State. She received her diploma from President 
Theodore Roosevelt, circled, who also delivered the 
50th anniversary commencement address. 
 
Her home at 1740 Calle Feliz boasts a very 
special art collection—the works of her 
daughter Ann (Mrs. Herschel) Zohn, artist 
with the New Mexico State University Col-
lege of Agriculture, her grandson, John 
Sid1ey Tulk of Deming, who does land-
scapes as a hobby; and her granddaughter, 
Diana Neville, of Denver, professional por-
traitist. 
 
As she looks back on her legislative career, 
Mrs. Wolfe is most; proud of her work on 
laws which have proved beneficial to the 
state. She introduced and sponsored bills for 
the inspection of honey, the grading of fruits 
and vegetables, and the establishment of the 
Meadows home for the aged in Las Vegas. 
 
“Women have a different experience in 
managing, homes and children which makes 
a distinct contribution to many areas of gov-
ernment,” Mrs. Wolfe says. “Women should 
be represented in legislatures, Congress, on 
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the President’s cabinet now and then, and on 
boards and committees. 
 
“I don’t think a woman could handle the job 
of being President of tile United States. 
Men, because of their background and expe-
rience make the best leaders. They should 
continue to hold the important offices.” 
 
What’s the best preparation for a political 
career? 
 
“Background is not as important as the char-
acter and attitude which a candidate brings 
to the job,” Mrs. Wolfe says. She sets a high 
premium on honesty and willingness to 
work diligently for the people he represents. 
“You can’t please everyone, but you can be 
honest with yourself,” she remarks. 
 
Through her legislative experience, Mrs. 
Wolfe gained better insight into government, 
but she also observed some of its faults. 
“Veteran officeholders who have gained 
prestige try to dominate the selection of 
candidates for lesser positions,” she says. 
“Citizens must demand to know more about; 
candidates and then be sure to vote for the 
one they think will do the best job, regard-
less of party.” 
 
She says that an incumbent is hard to beat—
unless he’s made a poor record in office—
but a few terms of mediocre service should 
not give an official a lifetime hold on the 
position. New faces and new ideas are stim-
ulating.” 
 
“To make the democratic system work, we 
need more people who are willing to run for 
offices,” Mrs. Wolfe says. “I wouldn’t trade 
my experience for anything.” 
 

* * * 
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